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(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email   jillwebster@mail.com)

The deadline for items for the SPRING News is February 17th 2015

Our final issue of the year is as
usual packed with interesting, amusing
and informative articles for you.

Our ‘Focus On’ victim is a very
familiar figure …and you may just learn
things about him that you didn't know before!

We have questions and comments from readers, - we always look
forward to receiving these and welcome more, so if YOU have any thoughts,
comments or questions about ANYTHING in the newsletter, please get in
touch!

After an exceptionally mild autumn, at last we have some seasonal
weather. Please spare a thought for any elderly neighbours you may have
should we be on the receiving end of the arctic blasts and snows that have
been forecast.

Finally, as 2014 draws to a close, may we take the opportunity to wish
you all a very peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council
Grass Cutting Contract

Tenders are invited for the grass cutting contract within the
Parish Council area of Gatcombe and Chillerton.

A schedule of work is available on application to the Clerk to the Council,
Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council, 293 Arctic Road,

Cowes, PO31 7PJ
Email: maxyule@gmail.com  or Telephone: 01983 639449.

The contract will be for a period of two years, commencing in April 2015.
Tenders must be received by the Clerk no later than midday on

January 23rd 2015.
The Parish Council is not bound to accept the lowest, or any tender.

Maxine Yule
Clerk to the Parish Council



Waste normally collected on:- Will be collected on:-
Monday 22 December Saturday 20 December

Tuesday 23 December Monday 22 December

Wednesday 24  December Tuesday 23 December

Thursday 25 December Wednesday 24 December

Friday 26 December Saturday 27 December

Monday 29 December Normal

Tuesday 30 December Normal

Wednesday 31 December Normal

Thursday 1 January Friday 2 January

Friday 2 January Saturday 3 January
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Normal collections resume on January 5th

The civic amenity site at Lynnbottom will be open as usual from 7am to 7pm
apart from Christmas Day when it is closed all day.

Forest Road household waste recycling centre will be open every Sunday in
December between 9.30am and 4.30pm but will be closed on Saturday, De-

cember 20 and 27, and on Saturday, January 4.

will be holding its annual
Christmas carol singing and draw on
Monday 15th December from 8pm.

Every one is welcome to come along and enjoy the evening.
The club is open on Monday and Saturday nights 8pm–11pm.

New members are welcome.
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
Twelve teams did battle for the honours of

claiming the Chillerton Quiz trophy back in October.
At half time, The Fantastic Four (Steve,

Brenda, Paula and Ian) were the clear leaders with
Better Together (Steve, Peni, Sam and Kevin),
Mad Tractors (Steve, Jane, Larry and Linda) and
Mary’s Team (Mary, Eileen, Maxine and Graham)
all tied just three points behind.

The second half saw The Fantastic Four
faltering, Mad Tractors holding steady, Better To-
gether falling behind BUT One Man Down (Marcus, Chloe and Simon) storming
through the field, with an impressive 14/15 on the final round, to win by ONE
point!

Only five points separated the top five teams and the Mad Tractors
were the only team to score full marks in any round, and finished in third place.

Felicity Farnham was the question master and did a great job - there’s
no truth in the rumour that she is now suffering from nervous exhaustion!

Christmas hats, party pop-
pers and chocolates were the order
of the day for the thirteen teams
who came along to the Christmas
Quiz at the end of November.

One Man Back (Andy had
re-joined the team!) were hoping to
retain the trophy but Moresome
(Paul, Julie, Adrienne and John)
returned with other ideas!

Moresome’s consistency saw them sharing top spot at half time with
The Fantastic Four, with One Man Back sharing third place with The Reds and
One Man, Two Guvnors.

Moresome pulled away steadily in the second half to claim the trophy,
with One Man Back just two points behind. The Christmas round let the
Fantastic Four down badly but they finished in third place.

VERY dark-horses, The Reds were impressive throughout though and
finished in 4th place….dizzy heights indeed!! (Let’s hope Anna and Ross are
available next time to team up with Hilary and Lyndon!)

Elizabeth Peace was our question master, Julie Hutchings organized
the raffle - thank you to everybody who generously donated raffle prizes and
bought tickets, raising £68 for The Royal British Legion.

Thanks also to the school, church, and CCA for their assistance and
loan of ‘equipment and man-power.’
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News from your IW Cllr, Bob Seely
Some good news on the junction of Berry Lane and
Berry Shute.  The Council has told me that they agreed
in principle that the junction should be improved due the
number of accidents which have taken place there.
The Council has said that the junction will be added to
the road’s capital spending programme next year.
What form the improvement will take is as yet unclear.

In addition I have raised a number of local issues with
Island Roads including drains, the condition of roads
around Gatcombe, and damage to Loverstone Lane
which has resulted in some initial cracking to the new
surface.

Regarding potholes this winter, if you see potholes, please don’t wait for others
to report it but go online or phone Island Roads.

Ferries. I met with Wighlink’s senior executives this week to talk to them
about services on all their routes and to share with them residents’ concerns.

E-cigarettes. The Island’s Fire and Rescue Service has issued a press
release about the charging of electronic cigarettes after one E-charger caused
a minor house fire.  They advise not to leave your e-cigarette unattended whilst
charging, especially not overnight.

I wish you all a happy Christmas and a good New Year.

         Bob Seely. IW Cllr for Central Ward.
01983 721975 or  07714 750151  or  bob.seely@ymail.com

HELP!!!  How do I stop badgers digging up my lawn??
I can't block all entrances and they come through

from next door's garden nearly every night and have a right
old scratch - we've just had the lawn renovated too!!!I

Living in Cowes, I hope that you more 'rural types'
might have some tips or old wives’ tales........… PLEASE!

(...and any suggestion for moles too…??  Ed.)
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I first got to know Rob in the 1960s when he
was Head teacher at Chillerton School and I did a
couple of hours each Friday to type a few letters and
deal with the school dinner money. I well remember
the heavy dinner money tin full of small cash which
Rob used for lots of things, so getting the meals
money correct each week often meant him dipping in
his pocket to sort it out.

Joan was class teacher at the time and Rob
used to say it was the only school that could have a
staff meeting together in bed!

During that time we both enjoyed gardening
and we often discussed plants. Rob was, and still is, a great supporter of the
Horticultural Society. He is an excellent President whose hard work has greatly
helped to make the annual Flower Shows such a success. The Society is
grateful for all he's done and we give him our sincere thanks.

I am very pleased to have Rob and Joan as my friends.  Congratula-
tions Rob and I wish you a very happy 90th year.

Polly Isla Osborn, daughter
of Lucy (Hoyle) and Chris, and sis-
ter of Thomas, was baptised by
Revd. Canon Graham Fuller on
Sunday September 14th 2014.

This was an important part
of a special family weekend, with
congratulations also going to
Great-Grandmother, Marion Bel-
ben, who celebrated her 90th birth-
day on September 13th.

This lovely photograph
captures four female generations
of the Belben family.

Marion, holding baby Polly,
with Lucy (Polly’s mum) back left,
and Carolyn (Polly’s grandmother)
back right.

Congratulations!!
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KEEP FIT Tuesdays.  Chillerton School.  7.45 pm.
BOOK CLUB 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Roslin.    2 pm.
BINGO 2nd & 4th Fridays.  Chillerton Club.   8 pm.
HAPPY CIRCLE 2nd & 4th Mondays.  Chillerton Club.  2.30pm.
CHILLERTON CLUB Saturdays & Mondays. 8pm - 11pm.
SCHOOL
December 16 Nativity Play. St Olave’s Church.
December 19 School finishes for holidays.
January 5 School returns after holidays.
February 16 - 20 Half term holidays.
ST OLAVE’S
December 21 Carol Service.  6.30pm.
December 24 Crib Service.  4.30pm.
December 24 Midnight Communion. 11.30pm.
December 25 Family Worship. 11am.
PARISH COUNCIL Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.
January 5
February 2
March 2
QUIZ Chillerton School at 7.30pm
To be arranged
HORT. SOC. Chillerton Club at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
January 2 Business Meeting & Show Arrangements.
February 6 Isle of Wight Smugglers - a talk by Derek Sprake
VILLAGE MARKET Chillerton Village Hall. 10 am - noon.
January 3 Market and Café.
February 7 Market and Café.
March 7 Market and Café.
CCA Chillerton Village Hall.
January 16 Bangers & Mash evening.
CHILLERTON CLUB
December 15 Carols and Christmas Draw. 8pm.
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Although my father-in-law wrote many serious poems, he enjoyed
comic verse and not only wrote the poem printed in a previous C&G News but
won in 1980, the limerick class at the Cheltenham Festival of Literature,
sponsored by Heineken. His prize was a plaque with his limerick engraved on
it. It went

A teetotal man from Dundee
Drank half a whole bottle for tea.

When they said that seems queer,
He replied with a leer

‘I’m not so teetotal at tea!’

Telling my two younger grandchildren about their Great Grandfather
and showing them the plaque, I tried to remember other limericks. I came up
with

There was a young man of Darjeeling
Who travelled from Essex to Ealing.

It said on the door
‘Please don’t spit on the floor’,

So he carefully spat on the ceiling!

………and, on a local note I’m sure we all remember
There was a young lady of Ryde
Who ate green apples and died.

The apples fermented inside the lamented
And made cider inside her inside!

…….and they both loved the young man from Devises too!!!  I then
suggested that they try to write their own limericks.  Archie, age 9, came up with

There was a young man from Brazil
Who swallowed a huge pink pill.

It went down to his tummy
And made him feel funny

And then he was horribly ill!

Jack, age 11 came up with (and do remember that small (ish) boys’
humour is very basic)

There was a young man from Beijing
Who gave his girlfriend a ring.

She was so very happy
She pooped in her nappy

And suddenly started to sing!

Two Poet Laureates in the making? I think not!!!!

Poet Laureates??!!
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For several years, Kathy Nightingale, Dav-
id and Angela Attridge, and Carolyn Hoyle have
worked with dedication to  establish the village hall
as an ideal and welcoming venue in which many
village activities, and groups can meet. They have
spent many hours applying for necessary grants;
dealing with minor repairs to equipment and ar-

ranging repairs to the Hall's fabric.
Kathy, David and Angela will be standing down in September which will

leave Carolyn and an elderly Chairman to manage things - an impossible task
UNLESS SOMEONE VOLUNTEERS TO JOIN AND HELP!

There is talk of Village Societies possibly attempting to share manpow-
er but that will take some arranging, so if the Hall is to continue to flourish and
be an essential village amenity, someone needs to step up to join us very
soon.  Otherwise................!

PLEASE contact secretary Carolyn Hoyle (721732) or Jill Luscombe
(721247) or Kathy, David and Angela. You will be greeted with delight!  (You
can also approach us at the forthcoming Bangers and Mash evening).

On a more cheerful note, the Village Hall will have been the venue for
November 22nd's Christmas Fair and on January 16th there will be the tradi-
tional Bangers and Mash Evening when not only will delicious food be served
but we will be entertained by some Scottish Fiddlers.  See you there!

Stop Press:
A big thank you to all those who helped with the Christmas Fair and

also those who came along to support us.
The Lucky Dip was very popular with the children, as was the activity

table where children made Christmas cards and tree decorations. This year
there was a specialist book stall for children as well as the general book stall
and plenty of hand made toys for sale as well as refreshments.

It was a very enjoyable morning and almost £300 was raised for
Community Association funds.
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News from your Parish Council

● Winter cleaning of the mats and general area of the children’s playground is
going ahead, we also had to repair damage to parts of the perimeter fence.

● We decided to produce a parish petition to raise the profile of our campaign
to introduce more traffic control measures around the school at opening and
closing times; thank you to the people who signed that petition which will now
go to the IW Council, we hope to have positive news for you in the next
newsletter.

● Representatives of community groups in the parish decided that we needed
a parish profile and directory of services in the form of a booklet, to be given
to all households, especially newcomers to the parish. Contributions have
now been received, and parish councillors are organising, designing and
funding the publication which will be delivered in early 2015. We hope you
find it a useful booklet to keep near the telephone.

● In the Autumn, Town and Parish councils were told that the 9.45 and 12.45
Number 6 volunteer bus services from Newport to Ventnor may be withdrawn
due to lack of funds. This would be tremendously inconvenient for many
residents who rely on this for vital journeys. However, after some lobbying,
we were told that there would be a reprieve. Also, prior to cuts in any service,
the Isle of Wight Council must receive a period of notice from Southern Vectis
of at least eight weeks, as a statutory minimum, so that alternative arrange-
ments can be made. Chale and Ventnor Councils, as well as ourselves, are
keeping a close eye on this. If Southern Vectis do decide to reduce the
timetables, with enough notice councils may be able to step in.

● The red phone box near the green has been spruced up with new paint; more
renovation of village noticeboards is being organised.

● While residents of the lanes round Loverstone, Rill, Ramsdown  Cridmore
and parts of Gatcombe are pleased that Island Roads have carried our
re-surfacing, there remain a number of ongoing problems with precipitous
edges that IW Councillor Bob Seely and the Parish Council are assisting in
resolving.

● We are facilitating some landscape restoration work in the parish: at the start
of National Tree week in late November, 30 trees from the Big Tree Plant
project were delivered for planting in three areas; secondly we are in receipt
of a grant from AONB to renovate a local hedgerow by coppicing, laying and
planting of new hedging; we expect this to take place over the winter months
and will be asking for volunteers interested in spending a few hours tidying
and planting along a popular local footpath.

(Vice Chair)

In the last quarter we have discussed and taken
action in the following areas:
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Two hundred years ago, in 1814 Chillerton and Gatcombe fell mainly
within the parish of Carisbrooke, but for historic reasons a large part of Chiller-
ton belonged to a detached portion of the parish of Wootton.

With the help of some old maps, let us imagine a drive in a pony cart,
beginning at the top of Berry Shute, at the southern end of today’s parish.
Coming over the brow of the hill, on the right was a cart track; today it is called
Berry Lane, but the 1810 map shows that it did not go as far as Ramsdown or
Roslin (Rossland).

The long straight stretch of main road from Berry Hill leading down to
Chillerton Farm probably did not then exist. J. Andrews’s map of 1769 and the
first edition Ordnance Survey map published in 1810, both show that the road
continued west along the bridle track towards the chalk pits for a little way,
before turning north along the top of the ridge and then dropping steeply down
to Chillerton Farm. The improvement of Chillerton Shute was probably under-
taken by the Isle of Wight Highway Commissioners.

Passing Chillerton Farmhouse, the road continued between the house
and farmyard, and then past Lisle’s Farm on the right, which had a thatched
farmhouse set at right-angles to the road, with outbuildings and a stone barn.
Charles Lisle, Esq., was the last male heir in lineal descent of the ancient Lisle
family, descendants of the FitzAzors, who were granted extensive land in the
Isle of Wight in Norman times. Both Chillerton Farm and Lisle’s Farm later
became part of the Seely estate, Lisle’s and its land being incorporated with

Ramsdown Farm. In 2014 ‘Chillerton
Barns’ and ‘Lisle’s Barn’ remain, su-
perbly remodelled for residential use,
whilst Chillerton Farmhouse is a listed
building.

Continuing down the main
road past a smallholding, Bank Cot-
tage, the track leading up to the left,
named Garn Lane, provided access to
the chalk pit and lime kiln. A track
branched off towards Tolt Coppice and

Newbarn Farm, still used today as a bridle road.
  A short distance down the road the sheepwash was situated on the
right at the junction with Hollow Lane, an extremely ancient road, leading to
Ramsdown. There were several thatched cottages at the foot of Hollow Lane,
including the farm called Kervills.

The right of way became much wider at this point, extending to the
brook, over the full width of today’s village green. This was because the
underlying sandstone meets the softer clay here and the road would have
become churned up under the hooves of animals in winter, necessitating a
broader road.



13

From the sheepwash the open brook ran alongside the road through
the village, past a succession of labourers’ cottages and smallholdings. There
were no chapels in Chillerton Street at that time.

At the bottom of the village there was probably a sizeable ford, the
brook branching off through the marshy land below Sheat House, where at
some point it once fed the mill pond for Sheat Mill. In 1814 the mill had already
been demolished for over 200 years, the Chillerton stream having yielded
insufficient flow to power it. Today’s road heading east past the front of Sheat
House had yet to be built.

Sheat was a Domesday Manor and Sheat
House was built in the early 17th century for Thomas
Urry. Like many native Islanders, I have some Urry

blood flowing through my veins and can trace my maternal
ancestry back to that family of yeoman farmers.

The road to Gatcombe and Newport led up the steep
hill now called Brook Lane, which in those days continued on

through Gatcombe Park, keeping to the east of the lake and passing within full
view of the front elevation of Gatcombe House. Crossing Mill Lane (an old road
leading from Gatcombe village through the park to the water mill down by the
Medina stream) it headed up towards Hill Farm past a grove of trees. In 2014
not much trace of the old road remains, although the trees on the hillside
leading up to Hill Farm are still there.

From Hill Farm the road (today’s Rectory Lane) led to Whitecroft, where
travellers could choose to continue to Newport by way of Sandy Lane and
Marvel, or past Great Whitcombe Farm to Carisbrooke and thence into Newport.

A few years later the road through the
grounds of Gatcombe House was realigned to its
present course. This enabled the occupants, Col.
Alexander Campbell and his family, to enjoy the
privacy of their home, away from the prying eyes of
the ‘lower orders’ passing by. Stretching from the
bottom of Chillerton to Whitecroft, it was much
wider than the old road and is still known as New Road to this day. Another new
stretch of road, now called Gatcombe Road, was formed from the old entrance
to Gatcombe House (just east of the lake) to meet the new highway, where a
lodge was constructed on the corner.

Following the construction of New Road, the old highway through the
Gatcombe Estate, from Hill Farm to Jacob’s Cottage, was stopped up by an
order signed by the Commissioners of the Isle of Wight Roads on 4th October
1820. The order included other ‘unnecessary highways’, which included a road
between Hill Farm and Tuckers Farm, various public rights of way in the vicinity
of Sheat Farm and the Blacksmith’s Shop, and the former Mill Lane, of which
nothing now remains.



14

Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
Chillerton Club was filled to capacity at the Soci-

ety's recent meeting.  Important discussion of business
matters was preceded by a fascinating and reflective talk
given by the President, Rob Marshall on "Curiosities of
the Isle of Wight" which was illustrated by slides of

intriguing objects and buildings from his varied collection of photographs.
An interval, when high quality refreshments were enjoyed,   was fol-

lowed by a discussion on the future of Show Days. Unanimous support was
shown for these traditional and popular events.  However, a different , probably
later, date was being negotiated for 2015's Show owing to the unavailability of
some key organisers at the accustomed time of late July.

Once again, appreciation was shown for all those who helped on Show
Days and the hope was expressed that even more helpers would volunteer in
the future.

The meeting ended with a proposal for a visit to the gardens at Hamp-
ton Court after this year's successful visit to Highgrove.

(Publicity Secretary)

The Saturday Market celebrated its third anniver-
sary on October 4 when, despite the blustery showers,
there was almost standing room only to hear co-organizer,
Gillian Belben thank everybody for their support and to
give a brief financial report.

In the three years since it began, approximately
£3,084 worth of produce has been sold, with 10% of this (£308) being donated
to the Chillerton Community Association. The café (run by the CCA) has made
£1,032 profit during the same period making their total received, (including
extra donations, less some expenses) a very healthy £1,583.

Joyce George and Sally Cardew made and decorated a beautiful
anniversary cake which was shared by everybody.

The last market of the year had a Christmas-themed café with tables
decorated with holly and stars on the tables, a Christmas tree and fairy lights
round the door, and mince pies, mulled wine and hot chocolate, not to mention
the signature cakes of the loyal bakers.

There were also some homemade gifts  for sale - hand cream, pottery,
candles, knitted toys, in addition to the usual preserves, honey and pot plants.

The children who went along had lots of fun things to do on the activity
table.

Volunteers to run the market and café are always welcome.  Contact
Gillian Belben on 721519 if you would like to know more.

Saturday Market and Café.
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I am amazed at how quickly the time has flown since I took up the new
post of Acting Head, in September.  Quickly, I learnt that the school forms an
important part, and relies on the support of, a thriving community.  Certainly, I
have been made to feel welcome by the whole community and have met
representatives from the Horticultural Society, Parish Council, Rotary Club, and
Church. I have even met the Chillerton quiz masters!

Being selected to take on the role of leading this vibrant village school
is a real privilege.  I have found the children to be polite, considerate and
enthusiastic learners. I am fortunate to have very dedicated and experienced
staff to help the children to be best prepared for their futures.  In addition, I have
a very active (and persuasive) PTFA group who raise much needed money to
support the school.
 I believe the children need to be challenged to achieve their best and
that this should be attained through an engaging and enriched curriculum and
utilise the school’s stunning natural surroundings. Not many head teachers can
enjoy the view of grazing sheep from their window! Some of these sheep have
made it onto the front page of our new website:
www.chillertonandrookleyprimary.co.uk – please take a look.

A real asset to the
school is the nature area
(community lottery funded).
It is exciting that we have
staff who have received
training by Forest Schools
and will seek for more oppor-
tunities to use this area as a
learning resource. Even I en-
joyed the training in the
woods on an exceptionally
wet and windy day!

This term, we have raised money for several charities, local and
national: the British Heart Foundation (skipping), Age UK (bobble and bop), Isle
of Wight Food bank (Harvest Festival), and a whole school walk to help St
Olave’s Church toilet fund!  No doubt we will do plenty more over the year.
These activities help the children to become more globally aware and that their
actions and views can shape the future – they have a voice.

Finally, I’m looking forward to the school‘s Christmas festivities– nativity
at the church, the Christmas show, Christmas fair and carols – and then a
relaxing Christmas at home with my family (and to recharge the batteries)!
 Wishing you all a Merry Christmas from Chillerton and Rookley Primary
School. Acting Headteacher)

News and Views from our Village School
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Single Ply Membrane Roofing
- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Slating
- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Tiling
- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Felt Flat Roofing
- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Lead Work
- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits
- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

Velux Windows
- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

–  KD&LK GOODALL  –
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In November, the whole school, including pre-school, took part in a
sponsored walk following the Shepherds’ Trail, taking them back around to St
Olave’s Church. The pre-schoolers took the shorter route to the church and
back….their legs are shorter!

A County Press photographer was there at the start to take our
photograph, and it was really good that Hilary, Liz and Lyndon (the church
wardens and the organist) were able to join us for the photo before dashing
over to the church to kindly prepare refreshments for all of us, which was
lovely.

We had a great walk and raised an amazing £361.60 in total which will
be split between St Olave's and the school.

A few days later, the pre-school children went on a trip to Nettlecombe
Farm where they were able to see lots of animals including a turkey,
chickens, geese, donkeys, goats, a pig, an emu, and of course….reindeer!!

After that we used the educational barn and the tractor play area, and
all the children had a wonderful time.  (Manager)

Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners Pre-School

Audrey Smith was a well-loved Rookley resident who had close con-
nections with Chillerton, going back for more than fifty years.

My close friendship began in 1965 when as a young parent she took a
leading part in arranging the School centenary celebrations. Her five children
attended the school and during their time there she was always supportive of
school activities.

A talented organist, she taught many Chillerton children to play the
piano and they remember her with affection. As a correspondent
on local matters for the County Press, her love and knowledge of
the district was evident and her countless friends kept her abreast
of all local events..

Her funeral was a memorable event when her Christian
witness and widespread concern for all people was recounted by
her children, grandchildren and a multitude of  friends. Her death
has brought mixed feelings to her Christian colleagues who are
saddened that she is no longer with us, but pleased that she has
gone happily to another life.
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Focus On……
What are your connections with the Parish?  I went to Chillerton School
(when my dad was head master).

Best and worst things about living here? Worst - getting off the Island. Best
- coming back.

If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? Seventies pop music ....what else!

What’s your favourite holiday destination? Barbados. While I was with
P&O, the usual programme would be a world cruise during the winter months
but for the last couple of years I spent on Arcadia, the ship was scheduled for
Caribbean winter fly-cruise holidays. Barbados was the "home port" where we
would pick up the passengers. I got to know the Island quite well. A typical "turn
round day" would involve a long run in the morning (usually about 16 miles)
listening to "Radio Barbados" then a late lunch at the "Rusty Pelican"  with a
bottle of Carib beer and a read of The Nation, the local newspaper. I might even
catch a bit of cricket at the nearby Bridgetown Oval.

Worst holiday? Las Vegas. I don't like gambling and jet lag prevented me
from going out in the evening and enjoying the entertainment side of things. I
actually stopped off  there for a few days en route to Santa Monica (where I got
food poisoning). Later that year I went on a walking holiday in North Yorkshire
which I enjoyed much more.

If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Tom Cruise as he's about the same size; not as handsome of course.

Europe and the Common Market...in or out? In, but a better deal, please.

What’s your favourite food? Marmite sandwiches….which does away with
the question whether I like marmite!

What’s the worst Christmas present you’ve ever received? Spandex jacket.

Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not? NO!

Favourite book? Good Omens (or the "Nice and Accurate Prophecies of
Ages Nutter - Witch") by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett.

Favourite film? Gangs of New York…superb casting. It's one of the very few
films I've watched twice without the urge to fast-forward.
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Favourite comedian?  Currently, John Finnemore.

Favourite music/musician? Seville Suite by  Bill Whelan.

Monarchy or Republic? Monarchy.

Which newspaper do you read? The i.

What is “Must-See” TV for you? Sherlock.

Who would be your perfect dinner guest? Stephen Fry.

Do you write THANK YOU notes? I'm the Chairman of Rookley Village
Association - it goes with the gig.

When was the last time you rode a bike? About a month ago. I cycled from
Town Quay to the Rose Bowl to watch England pay cricket. It's probably the
quickest way to get there and it's certainly the quickest way to get back.

What is your earliest memory? Taking my baby brother out to show the
dustman and dropping him.

Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Danc-
ing? Strictly - the band's better!

If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? A bird - think
of the views.

What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? Keep it. Is
this a paradox? I'm being honest about being dishonest.

What is your most embarrassing moment? I'm not telling you.

When are you happiest?  In the Pub. I'm heavily involved with the Campaign
for Real Ale so I would have to say that my favourite tipple would be a nice pint
of real ale. I have several favourites. As my Grandpa used to say "There's no
such thing as bad beer; it's just some's better than others."

Would you consider cosmetic surgery? Why are you asking me this ques-
tion?

What is your greatest fear? Paranoia.

Have you ever lied about your age? No, but I probably will do when I get to
forty.
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What’s the worst thing you have ever bought? I recently bought a very
expensive pair of walking boots for Walk the Wight which made my feet hurt. I
gave them away and used my running shoes.

Which luxury item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert
island?  A brewery.

Do you play a musical instrument? Yes. I just about get away with it.

Best Parish memory? Helping with the Summer Show.

Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions? Loads. Specifically I would have
liked to have run "The Comrades" which is an ultra marathon between
Pietermaritzburg and Durban. I've run quite a few marathons but I would have
liked to have cracked three hours. I'm afraid it's bit late now. The nearest I got
was a PB (personal best) of a 1 hour 28 minute half-marathon. These days I
keep getting PWs (personal worsts).

How would you like to be remembered? With a smile.

       (Romania Education Vision Action)
After 24 years of aid to Romania and 18 years as a registered charity

REVA is coming to an end at Christmas.
On behalf of the trustees I would like to say “thank you” to the people

of Chillerton, Gatcombe and Rookley for their generous support over all these
years. You have provided wool for our knitters and clothes, shoes, toiletries,
blankets etc. for our families and Children’s Homes. You have given us items
to sell to pay for our shipments and monthly food for our very poor families.

Particular thanks must be given to a donor who provided toilet and
washing facilities for our Centre for Disabled Children. Thanks also to the fund
raising committee at St Olave’s Church, who have let us have a stall at their
events for many years.

Ties won’t be completely cut off as the Centre will continue under a
local committee and, hopefully, it will be able to obtain European Social
Funding. Anne Rider will continue to go out to see how things progress.
 Thanks once again to you all for your generosity and kindness over this
time.

A Farewell to REVA
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Kipling, Confirmation and Christmas in Gatcombe a hun-
dred years ago.

In December 1914, the population of Gatcombe
included forty wounded soldiers, six of whom were Belgians,
living in the Seely Red Cross Hospital set up at Gatcombe
House. Among the visitors to the troops were Rudyard
Kipling and his wife, Carrie. They were visiting as an act of

kindness for their neighbour Lady Edward Cecil. Her 18 year old son, George,
had died on the Western Front early in the war, but four of his wounded
comrades were convalescing at Gatcombe, and Kipling’s aim was to find out
more about the circumstances of the boy’s death. The Kiplings were clearly
impressed by the care taken to ensure the comfort of the men at Gatcombe.

A range of entertainments were on offer. These included the Salvation
Army Juvenile Band from Newport, conveyed in Messrs Croucher’s motor-van,
concerts with comic patter songs from men of the 4th Royal Warwicks stationed
at Freshwater (which may or may not have been appropriate) and a lecture and
lantern slide show from Japan which was “interesting and at times amusing”.
Nurse Dean was thanked by one ex-patient for her splendid singing, “which did
so much to brighten the long evenings”.

Later in December the Bishop of Southampton came over to hold a
confirmation service at St Olave’s for some of the men. Meanwhile preparations
were being made at Gatcombe House for Christmas. Coloured papers for
decorations, as well as crackers were donated by the public. Three children
surnamed Lennox from Havenstreet decided not to have any presents, and
pooled the money to buy the troops a large Christmas cake. Meanwhile the
Belgians were busy making a large woollen mat in their national colours as a
centrepiece for the celebration. The Grenadiers did the same, but in their
regimental colours.

When the big day came the house was full of bunting, flags and
evergreens. Large bed-socks, hung at the end of each bed, were found to be
full of gifts. An effigy of Kaiser Bill was hung on the wall of one of the wards,
while another ward had a model of a bi-plane and a Zeppelin, made of paper.
Christmas cards were received from King George and Queen Mary, and a box
of cigarettes was sent to the soldiers by Queen Alexandra, while the hospital
staff received bunches of paper roses from the men. Christmas dinner was
served in the kitchen, and included 13 donated plum puddings, and 3 turkeys.
There was an afternoon concert followed by tea, followed by a second concert
and a supper of ham, mince-pies and beer.

The arrangements were regarded as a great success. Everyone
worked together to make what could have been a difficult day into “a very
happy one.”
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The Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted on 01983 718908 about any
issues and welcomes enquiries about baptisms and marriages.

Please note that his day off is usually Friday but if you leave him a
message, he will ring you back.

Christmas at Gatcombe:
Christmas shopping  may be a nightmare but we can all enjoy ‘time out’

in our beautiful and peaceful St. Olave’s to reflect on what Christmas is really
about, especially during our special services.

Children from Chillerton Primary School will be holding their Nativity
Service in Church at 9.30am on Tuesday December 16th.

Apart from the usual nine carols and readings at our Carol Service on
Sunday 21st December, 6.30pm ‘Cantobelle’ will be singing for us. This is the
wonderful group that sang at our afternoon tea in August.  No doubt this joyous
evening will be finished off with mince pies and non-alcoholic mulled wine!!

The increasingly popular Crib Service will be held at 4.30pm on
Wednesday December 24th.  This is a lovely, informal service for both young
and old. Some Nativity costumes will be available to wear (for the young!!) or
come in your own. Again light refreshment will be on offer afterwards. Later that
day, at 11.30pm will be Late Night Eucharist to welcome in Christmas Day.

Christmas Day will see a short 11am Family Worship Service.
Please make some or all of these services part of your Christmas

Festivities.

The appeal launched by Gatcombe Parochial Church Council to pay
for the provision of a disabled access toilet and a food service area is
nearing its target.

Marcus Bagg, the Rector of the Church, confirmed that the appeal,
which was launched just over four months ago, was ‘closing in on its target
of £25,000’.

‘We have been astonished by the response of our parishioners in
making donations and supporting fund raising events. Combined with suc-
cess in grant applications, the momentum we now have makes us very
confident that we will be able to commence work on the scheme next Spring
as planned.

We see the project as really very important to securing the long term
future of the Church and enabling it to play a central role in the community.’

Those wishing to make a donation may do so by contacting church
wardens Hilary Jones (01983 721682) or Liz Taylor (01983 721086).
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Christmas Craft Fair:
St. Olave’s was ‘buzzing’ with stall holders, customers  and good cheer

at its second Christmas Craft Fair.  It was popular last year and equally so this
year.  A varied selection of locally made and unusual crafts were available to
get Christmas present buying under way, as well as a stupendous array of
cakes, sweets and preserves on the Church’s own table.

The refreshment team, from a somewhat dingy space (hopefully by
next year we will have our gleaming food preparation area and toilet!) sustained
everyone with delicious cakes, ham or cheese rolls, hot tea and coffee. An
amazing raffle helped boost the proceeds to just over £600 for Church funds.

The success of the event is due to the enthusiasm and energy of Liz
Taylor and the fund raising team backed up with their willing band of helpers,
to all of whom we give a BIG thank you. A date is in the diary for next year,
November 14th 2015 (and we promise to have some heating on for those who
found it a little chilly this year!!).

Church Interior:
Surely you cannot fail to have noticed the newly painted interior of the

Church!!! Having battled with ‘red tape’ Lyndon finally gained approval for the
go ahead. Roy Earley, aided by his work force of two, Tony Taylor and Lyndon
Jones, moved chairs, covered floors, erected scaffolding and painted for
England (not bad for three septuagenarians!  Forgive my insolence boys, I may
have to duck).

A massive thank you to all three, our Church is looking much cleaner
and brighter.

Churchyard Tidy-Up:
The usual quiet of Gatcombe was disturbed on Saturday November

1st. The local shoot were busy, the hounds were excited and noisy and the
sound of strimmers and chainsaws could be heard in the churchyard.

9am saw a small but willing band of pruners, weeders etc. beginning
the Autumn Tidy.  Gradually the numbers grew: men, women and children
united to get the surroundings of our lovely old church spick and span.

The youngest helper was only 18 months old - he came to help his dad
while mother took the dog for a walk! (I’m not going to mention the top age
represented!)

‘Nammit’ was announced and we retired to the vestry for very welcome
hot drinks and delicious flapjack.  Then back to work.

David Hayden keeps the grass cut during the summer and the path had
already been treated with weed killer, but we found plenty to keep us busy.  The
bonfire grew in size throughout the morning and will be dealt with when it’s had
time to die down a bit.  An enormous Thank You to Tony Taylor who organised
the tidy, and to everyone who came to help.
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I loved the article that Max Yule wrote in the last newsletter about her
rather ill-fated ‘holiday’ at the Pontins resort in Prestatyn. It made me think back
almost 40 years to our family holiday at the same destination when as an
excitable 10 year old there were no pleasures that a week at a holiday camp
did not promise to deliver!

Everyone remembers the summer of 76 with its endless scorching hot
days, drought warnings and blue skies that filled every wonderful day from
dawn to dusk. On the 28th August the government were sufficiently concerned
to appoint a special minister for drought. On the 29th August it started to rain
and didn’t really stop for 2 months. On the 10th September the Holloways
packed the family Austin Maxi and headed off for Prestatyn!

I don’t think my parents were particularly tight with their money but they
did tend to trade off warmth for the dramatic price drop offered by a September
holiday. Presumably they were equally un-concerned about the effect on my
education although this conspiracy was shared with my school which never
raised an eyebrow when I turned up at the secretary’s office on the first day of
every autumn term to request a holiday form for the following week!

In 1976 the holiday camp was not exactly in its first flush of public
popularity but it still had a few years to go before the foreign holiday brought
about the terminal decline. At Pontins the Blue coats (Red coats were of course
the Butlins creation) organised a rich diet of daily events and the evenings were
filled with top cabaret. All guests were split into two competing houses …
Embassy and Castello. Only in the 70s could children compete in three-legged
races for the honour of representing their favourite brand of tobacco product!
Mind you that was only slightly less alien to us now than the service whereby
Pontins laid on staff to wander around the chalets listening for crying babies.
Once found, the chalet number was helpfully put up on board in the club just in
case a parent wished to tear themselves away from the cabaret to investigate.

And what of the chalets? Max seemed under-awed but we loved them!
The push button shower was only slightly less exciting than the moon landings
from a few years before. It was like
the bath from home but in an excit-
ing vertical form and as we had
paid for the ‘all-in’ package, we
were going to damn well wash on
days that weren’t even a Sunday! I
also don’t remember the beds be-
ing too small either. Mind you, my
parents had both experienced ra-
tioning and I had just had my free
school milk cut by Maggie Thatch-
er so perhaps we just weren’t as
big then?

The Autumn of 76.
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So, what memories do I have of 1976? I do remember the boating lake
in the picture. The boats were propelled by turning a handle on each side. The
problem was that by the end of the season they were a tad worn and let in water
with each revolution. Setting off for the far side of the lake was a fool-hardy
endeavour indeed and it was generally safer to keep to the edges in case you
had to make a hasty leap for dry land. With driving rain, cold winds and half
-filled boats at least I didn’t have to queue. In fact, from the picture I wonder if
I was the only child there?

I also remember we left on the Friday because … we always left on a
Friday! This was to avoid the huge queues to check out on a Saturday and
presumably the hoards of extra weekend holiday traffic. Mind you, North Wales
was a 6 hour journey from Hampshire in the pre-motorway days of the seven-
ties. In hindsight there were actually motorways in 1976 but for some reason
dad preferred the scenic route. Perhaps this was to accommodate the picnic
rest-stop where he used to have a bit of a sleep? I can only imagine that driving
was a much more physical task back then as he would also have a sleep when
he got home too! Happy days.

Carry On…Saving Your Stamps…PLEASE!
Another HUGE thank you AGAIN to everybody who

has been saving their used stamps. The response from local
people has been fantastic and as Christmas approaches, we
should all be receiving cards…with STAMPS on them!

As you know, instead of throwing them away, we
collect them and the money raised helps blind and partially-sighted people on
the Island. I am very happy to come and collect them from you so please ring
me on 721542 to arrange a time to suit you.

The Chillerton Book Group
Approaching its sixth year, members continue to travel to

Roslin to enjoy sharing thoughts on a variety of books, the most
recent being The Cuckoo’s Calling, by Robert Galbraith (aka JK
Rowling).

A lengthy detective novel, it provided entertainment as private eye,
(Cormoran Strike...yes many character have similarly weird names!) unravels
the mystery of whether Lula Landry jumped or was shoved off the balus-
trade.....

The novel provided light relief from some of the heavier themes dealt
with by some of the book choices, and if the plot became a little confusing, one
could always count the number of times the F-word was used by certain
characters under stress!
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Parish Rarities
Number 6  - Chillerton Down hill fort

In the summer of 2011 a group of villagers made their way to the top of
Chillerton Down for a picnic. We had our tea and cake next to the site known
locally as ‘Five Barrows’.

What most of us did not realise is that  these five mounds are not tumuli,
or burial mounds. They are in fact the gateway and section of rampart of an
unfinished Iron Age fort, the only one we know of on the Island. We were sitting
in exactly the place that people had lived and farmed around 100BC.

The Downs would have been cleared of trees much earlier, during the
Bronze Age. The fort has ditches and ramparts, and is known as a promontory
fort, sitting at the top of a valley spur that divides Chillerton and Newbarn
Downs. The view north goes all the way through Newport, along the Medina
and out onto the Solent. About three miles away is another defensive fort,
Carisbrooke Castle, site of early Roman remains. When the Romans invaded
in AD 43 or 44, subduing what they called ‘warlike tribes’ in the South of
England, they named the island Vectis. It became an agricultural centre, taking
over, and absorbing existing Iron Age settlements.

There is evidence of continuous living and farming of the land around
Roman villas to the present day. No such evidence of Roman occupation has
been found in our parish, although villas have been discovered all around us at

Newport, Carisbrooke
and Brighstone. Per-
haps we were still too
warlike, or not worth
subduing.

A final interest-
ing point about this an-
cient monument is that
some years back the
parish council decided
to place a bench on the
Down for weary walk-
ers. It has wonderful
views into the village,
East to Culver Cliff and
south to Blackgang and
the coast. The place

they chose to put it? A few yards from the fort entrance.
If you know of other ‘parish rarities’, let me know and they’ll be featured in later
issues.

(721519  or    sheat3@btinternet.com)
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Secondary Glazing - not Second Best
If your single glazed windows are characterful and perfectly serviceable then
adding secondary glazing might be a better option than replacement.

Secondary glazing has numerous benefits:
● Reduces draughts, condensation, and heat loss through windows (by

up to 63%).
● Sound insulation can be better than double glazing (if panes are 10cm

or more apart).
● Outward appearance of windows unchanged, home security may be

enhanced.
Secondary glazing can be temporary or integrated more permanently. Tempo-
rary DIY options include lightweight acrylic panes mounted using magnetic
strips. Plastic films that can be stuck to the window pane or frame are lower
cost options.

Integrated options include heavier glazed units
which can be hinged or sliding, allowing you to
open your windows. At the top end, custom
made timber frame units and those highly rated
by the BFRC will be more durable and their
airtight seals will further reduce heat losses. For
the best visual match, align the glazing bars with
those on the original window.
Existing windows should be repaired first when
fitting secondary glazing and all units should
remain closed in winter to discourage condensation on the primary window
pane.

For more tips on making an older home more energy efficient, visit
www.superhomes.org.uk

Pleasant musical sounds might occasionally be
heard drifting out of the village hall on Monday mornings as
the group continue to make music and enjoy one another’s
company.

The hall is a wonderful place in which musical bands
and groups can practise and we are very glad to be there.

Busy now preparing our Christmas tree for the Brighstone Christmas
tree festival, we are happy and fully occupied!
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Scarecrow Festival 2015
Get ready for 2015 -

our FOURTH Scarecrow Festival is looming!!!
As you will know, unless you are new to the parish, the festival is

always held during the Spring Bank Holiday in May, and the dates that you
need to know for next year are Saturday 23rd May through to Sunday 31st May
inclusive. We will give you all more details nearer the time.
 Until then, please get your thinking caps on and try to see what ideas
you can come up with. Please remember that, apart from being a fun event for
everyone, the festival attracts a lot of visitors, not just Islanders, but holiday-
makers as well.

I have already received three phone calls and one E-mail over the last
few months from people on the mainland who want to know when our festival
is being held so that they can book their holidays to suit. We very much rely on
your continued support, so we hope that as many of you as possible will join in
the fun and build a scarecrow for 2015.
 If you don’t have a lot of time, remember it doesn’t necessarily have to
be a work of art, and there’s no reason why you can’t bring out a scarecrow that
you may have built previously, if you still have it lurking in your shed. Taking
part, having fun and putting a smile on a young child’s face is the most
important thing.  More news in the next newsletter. In the meantime, if anyone
has any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me.
  I am pleased to be able to say that we now have a new Treasurer, but
we are still looking for a new Secretary, and someone to take charge of the
refreshments. If you think you could help out, please let me know.
 You can access our website via

www.gatccombeandchillertonscarecrows.co.uk or www.gallybagger.org.uk
  If you wish, you can upload all your scarecrow
photographs onto a dedicated site on Flickr entitled
“Gatcombe and Chillerton Scarecrow Festival”. This
was set up by a visitor to our festival.
  Thanking you all in advance, and looking for-
ward to another great festival in 2015.  I wish you all a
very happy, merry and safe Christmas.

Tel 721128, mobile 07891136502, or Email me at
doug.barber@zen.co.uk

“Please read me before you bin me!” What a lovely title for a song of
hopeless love!! Susan Boyle could belt it out and bring a tear to many

eyes. Those of us who receive Milkman John’s promotional leaflets will
know it well!!
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch
PC Tim Campany and PCSO Justin

Keefe are our Safer Neighbourhoods Team.
Luckily we don’t need to call them often but
if you do, their contact details are on Page
34.  They are very happy to discuss any
problems or concerns you may have, and
are willing to come and visit you in your
home to talk with you.

Justin and Tim have been trying to set up a Community Speedwatch
Scheme in the area for some time now with little success.

At a recent parish council meeting, fears were raised by members of
the public that it was like ‘spying on your neighbours’ and ‘setting neighbour
against neighbour’ and that there may be recriminations taken against anybody
actively involved with the scheme.

Justin was quick to reassure that similar schemes have been set up in
Arreton and Merstone, and both of these have been very successful.

He asked ‘doubters’ what they thought people would rather receive - a
costly speeding ticket and possibly having points added to their licence OR a
friendly warning from within their community?

IW Cllr Bob Seely suggested that in view of the speeding petition
recently conducted by the parish council, and the on-going meetings with
members of the IW Council requesting a 20mph speed limit near the school, a
reduction in the speed limit coming into the village from the Highwood Lane
end, and growing concerns (endorsed by parish cllr Phil Slater) about the
speed of traffic coming into the village from the Billingham end, that the
Community Speedwatch scheme should be encouraged and was a positive
step.

If you are concerned about speeding in the village and would like more
information about the Community Speedwatch scheme, please contact Justin
for an informal chat about what is involved.

Christmas is almost upon us so once more, please take care about
leaving presents on view in your home and in your car.  We wish you all a
peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Most of you will know Tim Marshall (Focus On) but did you know that
he was a member of one of the Island’s most successful bands in the 1970s?

Kite were formed in 1975 and in 1977 they won ATV's ‘New Faces’ on
two occasions, ending up as the top group of the series.

Their performance in the gala final was watched by an estimated 15
million viewers.  To find out more….go to     kiteatkeats.co.uk

.
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This is “Cooper”. Cooper might be the collie men-
tioned in the last Parish Magazine. He is a good dog,
usually very friendly with people and other dogs except
perhaps if he feels threatened.

Cooper was kept in a small metal cage in a tiny flat
in Newport for the first couple of years of his life and
regularly violently chastised and angrily shouted at. Conse-
quently by the time I took him over he was scared of
everything, untrained, and all he wanted to do was escape and was cowering
and timid and sometimes growling and defensive.

Over the last few years I have built up his trust and with a lot of love,
care, food and exercise he has become a loving loyal and happy dog.  Cooper
loves children and playing and he loves food. Sometimes he wanders, possibly
to find somebody to play with, possibly to find some tasty food in somebody’s
bin.

Cooper lives with me now, and we are very happy. We live in Brook
Lane but our garden, being three acres on a steep slope, is not easy to fence
off and our access to the lane has no gate. Consequently if Cooper is perhaps
bored or hungry or smells a bitch on heat, or hears a dog barking in the
distance, he can slip away if I am busy, for example mowing the lawn or such.

If you see Cooper, and especially if he makes a mess of your bin or any
such annoyance, please give me a ring. If you see Cooper I won’t be far away
and will come straight away to get him and sort out any grievance.

Yours most sincerely,
                  Pooks Hill, Brook Lane. Chillerton. 07770764650

DearDearDear ,
This is “Cooper”.
Cooper might be

the collie mentioned in
the last Parish
Magazine.

He is a good dog,
usually very

friendly with people and
other dogs except
perhaps if he feels
threatened.

Cooper was kept in a small metal
cage in a tiny flat in Newport for the first
couple of years of his life and regularly
violently chastised and angrily shouted at.
Consequently by the time I took him over
he was scared of everything, untrained and
all he wanted to do was escape and was
cowering and timid, and sometimes
growling and defensive.RobertRobert .

Pook
s

Island Roads have been re-surfacing our lanes. Problems associated
with this have added to the more usual problems we have with potholes in the
roads that have not yet received the full PFI treatment. Experience tells us that
a direct approach to Island Roads by individual parishioners with specific
requests for repair are successful.

You can do this by telephone to 822440 or through their website
http://www.islandroads.com/23-report-it-online.html

You may however prefer to tell us at the Parish Council if you want
repairs to roads or road furniture (eg lights, shelters, signage).

If so, contact our Clerk Maxine Yule  or any one of the parish councillors
and we will pass  your request  on to Island Roads. Our contact details are on
page 34.
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Canine Partners charity is urgently seeking vol-
unteers to become puppy parents on the island
to train assistance dogs.

The registered charity, which provides assistance dogs for people with
physical disabilities, is specifically looking for people who can take a puppy into
their home from the age of eight weeks until they are 12 to 14-months old.

Puppy parents will need to be available to attend regular training
classes at Godshill Scout Hut on Wednesday mornings, and teach the pup
basic obedience and core tasks every day.

This rewarding role is the first stage of an assistance dog’s life, before
it is progressed to advanced training and then matched to a person with a
physical disability. The assistance dog will then carry out tasks for their partners
such as opening and closing doors, unloading the washing machine, picking up
dropped items, pressing buttons and switches and getting help in an emergency.

Assistance dog trainer Deborah Flux is looking for volunteer puppy
parents to help her train more puppies across the Isle of Wight. Reasonable
travel expenses will be covered and puppy food, toys, equipment, all veterinary
costs, and training is provided.

Canine Partners is a national charity that trains assistance dogs for
people with physical disabilities, including civilians and members of HM Armed
Forces.

Please contact Deborah at isleofwight@caninepartners.org.uk for more
information about how to volunteer to become a puppy parent or visit
www.caninepartners.org.uk/isle_wight

Our bell ringer at St Olave’s has gone to live on the
mainland and we wish him every happiness in his new life
on the north island.  Tom Jones has given many years to
our church for which we are truly appreciative….thank you.

We are now looking to set going a bell rota. The
more the merrier, so we can spread the task on Sundays,
and for weddings.

If you are interested please give me a call on   07900 191326.
Thanks,

First Sunday 11am Holy Communion
Second Sunday 11am All-Age Worship

Third Sunday 6.30pm Evensong

Fourth Sunday 11am Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 11am Service format may vary



A
d

v
er

ti
se

 i
n

 t
h

e 
C

h
il

le
rt

o
n

 &
 G

at
co

m
b

e
N

ew
s 

fr
o

m
 a

s 
li

tt
le

 a
s 

£
1

5
 f

o
r 

o
n

e 
y

ea
r 

(f
o

u
r

is
su

es
).

  F
o

r 
m

o
re

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
 p

le
as

e 
ri

n
g

S
te

v
e 

H
o

ll
o

w
ay

 o
n

 7
2

1
6

5
4

 o
r 

em
ai

l
S

te
v

e@
m

ed
ia

n
-a

cc
o

u
n

ta
n

cy
.c

o
.u

k

32



Doctors.
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.  Tel.  522150
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close,  Godshill.                    Tel.  840625
The Dower House. 23-27 Pyle St., Newport                              Tel. 523525
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport                                Tel. 522198

Chemists.
Boots           124-126 High St.,    Newport.                            Tel.  522595
Day Lewis    86-88 High St.,        Newport.                           Tel.  522346
Lloyds          41-42 Pyle St.,        Newport.                            Tel.  522638

St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Rev. Marcus Bagg.
56, Castle Rd., Newport  PO30 1DP                                 Tel.   718908

Hospital.
St Mary’s. Parkhurst Rd.,   Newport.                                 Tel.  524081

Police.   (Non Emergency 101)    Tel.  0845 045 45 45   Ext.  663 135/125
PC Tim Campany                               Mobile     07901 102393
PCSO Justin Keefe                             Mobile     07901 102302

Neighbourhood Watch.
Jill Webster                  Tel. 721483    or  jinimoda@btinternet.com
Doug Barber                Tel. 721128    or  doug.barber@zen.co.uk

School.
Chillerton & Rookley Primary. Main Rd., Chillerton.           Tel. 721207
admin.chillerton@lineone.net  or   www.chillertonpri.iow.gov.uk

Library.
Lord Louis Library.  Orchard St., Newport.                        Tel.  527655

Bus Information.                                                   www.islandbuses.info

Mobile Library.
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & near Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe. Every three weeks.
Dates and details. Tel. 203880 or e-mail libraries@iow.gov.uk

Refuse Collection
Most of Gatcombe, and Brook Lane-                   Fridays
Most of Chillerton-                                                Tuesdays
Brook Lane, Cridmore, Roslin, Rill-                      Wednesdays
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Your Parish Council
Parish Clerk
Maxine Yule

01983  639449 maxyule@gmail.com

293, Arctic Road,  Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7PJ

Chairman
John Kingston

01983 721082 j.kingston46@btinternet.com

Vice Chair
Gillian Belben

01983 721519 sheat3@btinternet.com

Steve Rowntree 01983 721567 steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

Phil Slater 01983 721282 philslater@metronet.co.uk

Sue Barber 01983 721128 sue@ramsdown.myzen.co.uk

Website:-  www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
And follow us on Twitter       @ChillertonPC

Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley Primary
School, and start at 7pm unless otherwise stated.

January 5 February 2 March 2

MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ -
Steve Holloway, (trusty sidekick), Roger Shepherd, (who pains-

takingly and patiently proof-reads and advises), and as always, to
our faithful team of deliverers - Paul, Steve, Felicity, Simon

& Georgina, Gillian, Carolyn, Lorna, and Harriet - for
braving all weathers to get the newsletters to you!!

Chillerton Water Action Group
I am awaiting a response from Southern Water. Their last

advices were that  they were in  their price review period which
resulted in unavailability.

The Company Solicitor has a further meeting and will get
back to me at the earliest possible time thereafter.



DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News is
produced by a team of volunteers.
All articles and advertisements are

taken in good faith.  We cannot take re-
sponsibility for any legal queries

resulting from these.
Submitted articles do not necessarily re-
flect our views. We reserve the right not

to print submitted articles.

This newsletter is delivered free of charge to all residents of the
parish of Chillerton and Gatcombe.

If you live outside the parish and would still like a copy then we
will be very happy to send you an email copy free of charge, or

a hard copy via the post for £1 to cover the additional costs.
Please contact the editor.




