
AGM Chillerton Community Association September 12th 2016. 

 
Chairman’s opening remarks:- Carolyn Hoyle  

 
The Village Hall continues to be a huge asset to the residents of Chillerton and Gatcombe. It is now used by many 

organisations and groups on a regular basis as well as for a number of one off events. It is certainly beginning to 

feel like a central hub for the Village. It is warm, clean and welcoming, and for this we have to thank the many 

volunteers, who clean, cook for events, maintain the exterior and interior of the Hall and do the day to day repairs 

that are needed. Particular thanks must go to Peni for keeping the minutes and handling all the finance. To Sue for 

updating all the paperwork, a huge task, to Doug for repairing the gates and general maintenance and Jill for 

producing posters and advertising events. Thank you also to Angie for all her wonderful cake baking and help at 

fund raising events such as the Bangers and Mash.  

 

Welcome to Ian who is one of our recent committee members along with, Gareth Paul and Steve who were co-opted 

onto the committee for the purpose of running a recent large event in the Hall. 

 

This year has seen the refurbishment of the kitchen and the installation of the new disabled toilet. The cost of 

these has made a huge dent in the finances but I hope you can see they have made a substantial improvement to 

the Hall facility. We are grateful to Ventnor Rotary who donated directly to help with the disabled toilet. 

 

As mentioned before, Hall usage has increased and there is no doubt that a substantial proportion of the Village 

population have now set foot inside the Hall. This was helped this year by the two elections when the Hall was used 

as a polling station. The music group continues to meet weekly, as do the Karate group and the “Parent and toddlers 

group.” Many organisations are now booking the Hall for meetings and events on an occasional basis. These include, 

the Parish Council, St Olave’s Church, The Isle of Wight Horticultural Society, as well as our own Horticultural 

Association, Chillerton Quiz, Keep Fit and Zumba. The monthly Village Market welcomes many people on a Saturday 

morning to buy local produce, enjoy coffee and cake, and most importantly meet others from the village for a 

friendly get together and chat. The Hall has been used for a wedding reception and numerous parties. A number of 

local bands still use it for occasional practice, and recently a group of students from Oxford University used it for 

almost three weeks to rehearse the play they were taking to the Edinburgh Fringe. The largest events to be held in 

the Hall this year were the Parish Christmas Lunch when 30 residents of the village enjoyed a full 3 course 

Christmas meal with all the trimmings. The annual Bangers and mash evening with the Brighstone Barnacles 

entertaining. The Horticultural Society Summer Show which took place on the green and the Hall was used as the 

refreshments centre, and finally and most recently the “Pop Inn” when the Hall was transformed into an old English 

pub for the day and was visited by over 200 people.  

 

It is the regular hiring of the Hall and these events with their contributions both to the finances, and creation of a 

wider awareness of the facility, along with our own fundraising, that provide momentum to the organisation and the 

development and upkeep of the Village Hall. There is still much work to do on the fabric of the building, and 

arrangements to that end are already in the pipeline. However, as you can hopefully see from these remarks, at 

this point in time we now appear to have established a thriving Village Community Association and a well used Village 

Hall. 

   

  


