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After the best part of 13 years, it falls to me to
introduce the final edition of The Chillerton and Gat-
combe News. Why me and not editor in chief, Jill?
Well, she’s far too modest to celebrate the success
that her newsletter has undoubtedly been!  So, just a
few words to mark the end of this particular chapter.

Firstly, Jill. I don’t think I will be breaking any of
my friend’s confidences when I say that her life has
taken just a few twists and turns since she came up
with the idea for a parish magazine. Perhaps, at the
outset, it just seemed like a nice idea for someone with
plenty of spare time on their hands!? Roll forward a
decade or so and she now has at least three paid jobs
and time has become a more precious commodity.

She has created a local, topical newsletter that
is widely regarded as the best on the Island. And,
although it may be Chillerton and Gatcombe’s loss, it
is the skills she has learned in doing so that have provided her with the
springboard and confidence to successfully apply for new jobs. If this were a
reality TV show, then the whole enterprise would very much be part of Jill’s
‘journey’!

Having said that, this was very much Jill’s baby, but we really need to
thank some other groups of people without whom it simply couldn’t have
happened. Firstly, our fantastic advertisers (see page 4 for the full list) who
have enabled us to be financially self-funding from the outset. In the early days
we were even running at a surplus and were able to provide money for two May
Day celebrations, a school fete and the 2014 Remembrance evening at St
Olave’s Church.

Also, our thanks to our distributors who ensure that every house in the
parish has received their copy, come rain or shine. And of course, no magazine
is complete without those who are willing to contribute articles, news, views and
comment (see page 7 for just some of those). Finally, to Toby Beardsall, our
loyal and patient printer, ever ready with an efficient service and a very
welcome discount!

So, there we are. All good things must come to an end. I am sure you
will join me in wishing Jill all the best in her new endeavours and thank her for
all she has done in keeping us all just that little bit more connected. Her ‘Your
Parish Matters’ email distribution will live on and we would urge you to sign up
(see page 4) if you want to keep up to date with what is going on in the parish.
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To our advertisers …
Without you all, none of this would have been possible. We realised

from the start that we weren’t really offering you an alternative to Google or
Facebook and that most of you were simply supporting what you saw as a good
cause. Thanks again! 

Beardsalls
Wight Ironing Services

Community Spirited
Fun Fitness

Sprakes Building Services
The Barn Store

Alan Chandler (Just Stone)
Rookley Post Office

Country Camera
Deacons Nurseries

Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Peter Monk
Patrick Hall

Karl & Shirley Taylor
Island Fencing

Godshill Organics
RG Combustion

Beta Pak
Woodburning Stove Centre

CS Vehicle Repairs

Sussex Farmhouse Meals
Andy Thompson Gardening

Median Accountancy
Chale Green Stores

Cross Country Services
Steven Long

Community Action (IW)
Drainmaster (IW)
Debbie Whiteley

Isle of Wight Pet Nanny
Vectis Heating

KD & LK Goodall Roofing
Biles & Co

R Hunt Agricultural Engineers Limited
Mark Elderkin

Island Facility Services
Jenny Fell

Craig Dabbs
Anne Pembroke

Yes…YOUR PARISH MATTERS will continue and probably be used
even more to get information out to the Parish. There are currently approxi-
mately 130 people on the YPM list…most of them living within the Parish, with
a few in Rookley and at Whitecroft. Please email me if you would like to be
added to the list (jill.webster@outlook.com)

And as always at this time of year, don’t get caught out by scam phone
calls or emails (always double check before you give out
any personal information), try not to leave presents on
view in your car, and candles…very pretty to look at but do
remember to put them out! Finally- have a Merry Christ-
mas and Peaceful New Year! 

YOUR PARISH MATTERS!
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I think it was 1958 – I would have been 10 –
and this was the year at Chillerton School when Mr
Marshall took over.

We performed a Christmas play called ‘Christ-
mas Comes to Sherwood Forest’ and we all played
characters from the story of Robin Hood. I played
Little John and another pupil, by the name of Colin
Blow, played Robin Hood.

I cannot remember who played the other char-
acters, but at the time we all enjoyed it very much. It
was great for us kids…I wonder if anybody else re-
members it?

Christmas then was quite different - living, like I did, in a farming
community. We only had chicken at Christmas because it was very expensive,
but it was wonderful!

My mother always made a Christmas cake and a Christmas pudding.
The best bit was that my mother got the ingredients delivered by Mr Flux from
Brown’s Shop at Chale – now Chale Stores.

Most ingredients came in the blue, sugar paper bags (do you remember
those?!) – raisins, currants, almonds, and my favourites of all…glace cherries!
 The process of mixing, de-seeding the raisins, skinning and chopping
the almonds, chopping the citrus peel and then the smells of baking cakes and
steaming puddings were so good! My mother also made wonderful coconut ice
for Christmas.

They were great times; a lot different from ‘modern’ Christmases, but
looking back now … a lot more enjoyable?  

PS Sorry to hear that this wonderful little magazine is ending, but
thanks to Jill Webster and everybody who has been involved with it. It was
great while it lasted!! Thanks. 

Christmases Past…

Still going strong on Monday mornings even though inevita-
ble sadnesses have occurred to some of our  members.

We have been preparing to play our usual Christmas music
at the wonderful Brighstone Christmas Tree Festival. We were in
action on December 6th, though it was not televised this year. What
a surprise that was in 2018!  
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KEEP FIT Tuesdays.  Chillerton School.  7.45pm.
GALLYBAGGER INN Social Evenings. Saturdays/Mondays. 8pm to 11pm.

FRENCH GROUP Wednesdays. Village Hall. 4.30pm to 6pm
C&R SCHOOL
December 20 Last day of term
January 6 First day of term
ST OLAVE’S
December 15 Carol Service. 6.30pm
December 24 Crib Service. 4pm
December 25 Family Worship. 11am
CGCA
December 21 Children's Christmas Party. Village Hall. 2pm
December 21 Christmas Music & Draw. GallyBagger Inn. 8pm
December 26 Folk Night. GallyBagger Inn. 8pm. (TBC)
December 31 N Y Eve. American Supper. GallyBagger Inn. 8pm
January 17 Bangers & Mash. Village Hall.
January 30 Folk Night. GallyBagger Inn. ‘Chinese Night’. 8pm
PARISH COUNCIL Meetings start at 7pm
January 7 Village Hall
February 4 Village Hall
March 3 Village Hall
VILLAGE MARKET Chillerton Village Hall. 10am to noon
January 4 Market and Café.
February 1 Market and Café.
March 7 Market and Café.
BEAT SURGERIES Village Hall. 12.30pm to 1pm
January 15
February 12
March 11
HORT SOC
January 3 Business & Show Arrangements. Village Hall. 7.30pm
March 6 “Nature in Full Colour” (Talk). GallyBagger Inn. 7.30pm
April 7 Presentation by Gillian Belben. GallBagger Inn. 7.30pm
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The C&G News is not only delivered to every house in the parish, but travels
country- and world-wide in its electronic form. Quite an achievement, and thank
you to Steve for his very kind words, but in true Oscar-award-winning-speech-
style (though without the tears!) it really is a ‘team effort’ and none of it would
have been possible without Steve (looking after the money), Jane Buckholz
(AKA The Comma Nazi - for proof-reading), our deliverers and, in no particular
order, the many regular contributions (mostly from people who have never
required a nudge with a cattle prod!!) over the years including the beautifully
illustrated Nature Notes from the Nuttery, the reminiscings of Hilton Taylor, we
tracked cargo vessel, the Julie C on her voyages around the world, Horticultural
Society, CGCA, Erica Oulton,Peter Bingham, Bob Seely and Steve Hastings
(our Ward Cllrs),  Gareth and Zoe, Polly and Flora Rider, Jane Buckholz, Jill
Luscombe, Parish Cllrs (past and present), St Olave’s Church, Focus-On
victims, Rob Marshall, Alan Chandler, Derek Sprake, Chillerton & Rookley
School, Carol Cotton, Marilyn Thorpe, Tim, Justin and Stephen (our SNT), Bob
Nelson (our Environment Officer) and Rich Tollen…and guess what….? Oh
yes…he’s BACK!!

     To you all, thank you, step forward and take a bow!

Christmas Refuse Collections
Usually Collected on To be Collected on

Monday 23 December Saturday 21 December

Tuesday 24 December Monday 23 December

Wednesday 25 December Tuesday 24 December

Thursday 26 December Friday 27 December

Friday 27 December Saturday 28 December

Monday 30 December Unchanged

Tuesday 31 December Unchanged

Wednesday 1 January Thursday 2 January

Thursday 2 January Friday 3 January

Friday 3 January Saturday 4 January
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Chairman's Report - As we
run up to Christmas, and after the
AGM, I am pleased to say that we
have recruited several new commit-
tee members to take various key
functions and they are: Peter White-
man (Parish Councillor), Gill Phillips
as Secretary, and Nigel Phillips
(Chairman of Parish Council)
moves from Secretary to become
Treasurer. These additions are
greatly appreciated.

David Attridge, after many
years of wonderful service to the
Association, has retired from the
committee, but still gives his time,
especially his service as Barman,
for many events such as the Folk
Nights. David deserves thanks from
us all for doing so many things for
the Association and which many
people in the Parish did not even
realise that he was doing.

We have again held some very successful events such as the extreme-
ly busy Beer and Buses weekend in October. Thanks must be given to all the
helpers who make this event successful and entertaining, as well as profitable,
with just over £1,200 raised for funds.

The Chilli Supper in November was a full house and we even had to
find extra places on the night!!  It can be classified as a great success, raising
around £250 for funds. Thanks again to Sue Barber who organised and ran this
event, with thanks also to her team of helpers.

I feel we must include the Horticultural Society who ran a very pleasant
and well-attended American Supper event in November. It is good to see other
village organisations using the facilities that the Community Association can
provide. Continuing in this vein, the bookings of both the Association’s build-
ings (Village Hall and Reading Room/GallyBagger Inn) show a steady increase.

The Community Association is formulating a program of renovations
and improvements to the two buildings over the next year or two and, as part
of this, the Committee would like to receive any ideas that the inhabitants of the
Parish would like to see for these buildings, or their function. Remember, these
facilities are for the whole community and it is up to you to use them, for them
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to continue to exist. A revamp of the internal décor is being planned for the
GallyBagger Inn. New chairs have been purchased and a plan is being devel-
oped, so now is the time to have your say and influence the internal design of
this building for the future.

Work will be undertaken later in December to hopefully deal with the
damp problem in the toilet of the Village Hall. Major repairs to the East & West
walls of the Village Hall are planned for spring 2020, as well as other less major
and on-going works such as repainting of the white lines on the steps, gloss
painting of the skirting boards, etc.

The Community Association is supporting the Parish Council with two
events this month - the Elders’ Christmas Lunch and the Children’s Christmas
Party.

Don’t forget that the Christmas Music
and Songs at the GallyBagger, with the annual
Grand Draw, will take place on 21st Decem-
ber. There are some great prizes to be won
and a light supper will be provided by our
regulars.

The GallyBagger will also be open on
New Year’s Eve with an American Supper
(please bring a plate of food to share) from
8pm until 1am.

Tickets are now on sale for the Bangers ‘n’ Mash Supper to be held on
Friday 17th January 2020 and our Folk Night on Thursday 30th January will
have a Chinese theme!

To end with, the Community Association thanks you for your support
and wishes everybody a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Freddie Hawkes
October 13 1932 - October 14 2019

Recently, we have said goodbye to Freddie Hawkes who died just
one day after his 87th birthday.

Many of you will know Freddie and will remember meeting him, while
he was walking his beloved dogs. Our thoughts go out to Jill and her family.
We say every year at this time that this isn’t always a happy time for some

people. We wish everybody a peaceful Christmas and New Year.
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Now that I no longer live on the IoW some differences between Island-living and
Normalshire-living have become more obvious.

Attending a business meeting in London?
IoW Experience: The joy of queuing with semi-comatose people for a 6.15am
vastly expensive Red Jet, idle chit-chat with meeting attendees inevitably
including the expressions, “I went there with my grandparents in the 1970s” and
“What is like paying no income tax on the IoW?” and finally, the certainty that
the 5:15pm from Waterloo will just miss the Red Jet you were hoping to catch.
Normalshire experience: “Train ok?” “Yep.”

Visiting family on the mainland?
IoW Experience: Being unable to afford to see them from March to November
unless you catch the 3.30am Red Funnel. Having a perfect excuse to leave
after breakfast on a Sunday. That bit of the A34 where you can’t help but do
more than the 60mph limit because you think you’re going to miss the boat.
Normalshire experience: “We’ll pop over on Saturday.”

Watching the Rolling Stones, Killers, Coldplay?
IoW Experience:  On your doorstep, being in bed 45 minutes after the fireworks.
Normalshire experience: Getting to Wembley is dire, unless you live in Wembley.

Visiting Sandown on a summer Sunday morning?
IoW Experience: “Sandown again?” All that sun, sea, reading papers on the
beach, chips has got a bit routine.
Normalshire experience: “Isn't Sandown lovely,” I quite miss it really (when the
sun’s out).

I have lived in London, Bristol, the Midlands, Hamp-
shire, and the North-East and nowhere has led to
such feelings of, on one hand, frustration, but on the
other hand the pleasure of waking up in Chillerton
on a Spring Saturday morning, with the sheep and
the stream and the peace … and knowing that
things are OK with the world.    

The Statute of Limitations has expired, libel action has been dropped,
and it took the combined efforts of Interpol, MI5, facial recognition ex-

perts and Threshers Off Licence sales figures…but we were determined
to track down Rich Tollen and ask for a final few words…. Slightly mel-

lowed by age, but probably still raking and spreading, still not letting the
truth get in the way of a good story and still taking the biscuit!
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
Just a quick look back at our most recent quiz when we welcomed

many old faces and some new ones too….all eager to prevent Smiggles from
making it four in a row!

It was a close contest and
with three rounds to go, five teams
were within three points of each
other and the tension was mount-
ing. Would the Ps and Qs (Nigel,
Gill and Kate) finally get their
hands on the trophy?? Some high
scoring in the Photo Round saw
The Four Cs (Alan, Carol, Nathan
and Charlotte) leapfrog the Ps and
Qs and join the Four Horsemen
(Rob, Sam, Pete and Sue) in first place!

A nail-biting tie breaker (how many EU countries use the euro as their
currency) saw the Four Cs surge back to winning ways and claim the trophy!
Congratulations to them and commiserations to the Ps and Qs….again!

Cakes, sausage rolls and a raffle raised £50.50 for The Phoenix Project.
Thanks as always go to Steve, Peni, Maxine, Brenda and everybody

who stays behind to help tidy up. Hope you all have a great Christmas and see
you in the New Year!!   

1 Same song, different artists- which song was at number 1 and number 2
on the UK singles’ charts at Christmas 2008?

2 According to the title of a 1994 film, what happened on 34th Street?
3 Scottish butcher John MacSween’s Edinburgh factory is famous for

producing what?
4 In the Twelve Days of Christmas, how many musicians are there?
5 In the title of a 1957 book by Dr Seuss, what did the Grinch steal?
6 At 9am on Christmas morning, at which London lake do competitors line

up for a 100 yards swim?
7 According to the Carol, how many ships came sailing in on Christmas

Day?
8 What did Den Watts give Angie Watts for Christmas in 1986?

9 Which country governs Christmas Island?
10 Where does the Queen always spend Christmas?

Christmas Quiz! (Answers on Page 21)
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
Happy Christmas everybody! And here's to making 2020 an excellent

year. It certainly will be an exciting Show with a very special trial of "Section 11
- Chillerton Taste Challenge"!! More details to follow in the New Year when the
schedules are delivered.

Until then we have an interesting series of events to keep us all busy:
Friday 3rd January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall- Business meeting and

arrangements for the Show.
Friday 6th March at 7.30pm at the GallyBagger Inn. A talk by Ian Pratt-

"Nature in full colour."
Friday 3rd April at 7.30pm at the GallyBager Inn. A presentation by

Gillian Belben - "From hedge bank to road verge - wildlife corridors on the
Island."

Hope to see you there!   (CGHS Show Sec)

Please Save Your CHRISTMAS Stamps!
Thank you again to everybody who saves their used stamps and old and

no longer used spectacles.

And especially at this time of year, when
Christmas cards are dropping through our
letterboxes, please save all your stamps.  I

can come and collect them from you, so
please ring me on 721542 to arrange a time

to suit you.   

The Ramblers manage a network of footpath and bridle way
representatives, one per parish, who walk the paths regularly

and inform Rights of Way at IWC if they notice anything making it
difficult for walkers and riders. For example, missing or damaged
signage, vegetation blocking the way, damaged stiles and gates.
Gillian Belben has just taken on this role and is hoping that other

local walkers and riders can help out.
If you notice any problems please contact her (721519) with
details and she will add this to the reporting format provided

by the Ramblers.
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Single Ply Membrane Roofing
- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Slating
- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Tiling
- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Felt Flat Roofing
- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Lead Work
- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits
- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

Velux Windows
- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

–  KD&LK GOODALL  –
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Home Thoughts from a “Broad”!
                              Changes & Traditions
In the service of full disclosure, I must confess “I hate change!” It’s odd

I feel this way, given that my life has consisted of one big change after another.
The first significant change occurred when I decided to uproot from England
and take to the seas (working on charter yachts in the West Indies), with the full
intention of returning a couple of years later. That was 1975 and I haven’t
resided in the UK full time ever since. So much for sticking to my plans! But the
lure of travel was too great and I certainly don’t regret all the wonderful
adventures I’ve had nor getting to know the people I’ve met along the way. I just
miss Britain and that never changes. I’ve now lived many more years OUT of
England than I have IN. Yet, I am, without a doubt, English through and
through, no matter how many decades I’ve been away, still sporting a British
accent (more or less!) despite having an American husband and child, plus, of
course, being surrounded by Yankee friends and neighbours. Folks here in
New Mexico are often surprised how long I’ve been away from the UK, as I still
come across as a newly transplanted ex-pat. Perhaps, it’s because my heart
will always be back on the Isle of Wight, and the traditions I hold dear are
British, not American.
 Talking of traditions, we’ve just
had Thanksgiving Day here in the
States – ostensibly a time to appreciate
all we have, but which usually turns into
hours of excessive consumption of
carbs and desserts, followed by suc-
cumbing to that overeating coma we
have all experienced at one time or another. There’s really no equivalent in
Britain to this very American holiday – perhaps harvest festival is the closest
we might come, but really doesn’t compare.
 Another American tradition is the mid-summer celebration here called
Independence Day (4th of July), which I really shouldn’t acknowledge at all,
due to it commemorating Britain losing control of the USA! This is the one time
of year when fireworks displays are prominent, which always brings to MY
mind, the UK day for fireworks… good ol’ Fifth of November.  When I mention
Guy Fawkes Day to Americans, many have never heard of it and ask for more
details. It’s often a little mystifying to them to discover that we, as Brits, have
held such a grudge for so many hundreds of years, to the extent that we take
time EVERY YEAR to burn a bloke in effigy…a bloke whose nefarious plan to
blow up parliament didn’t even come to fruition! As one American said to me
“Isn’t it time to get over it?”  Well, yes, probably. But then kids would lose the
wonderful tradition of purloining Dad’s old pyjamas, stuffing them with newspa-
pers and parading the result around town, in exchange for small change. I
mean, who wants to let THAT go?
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And standing around a blazing bonfire in early winter is a lovely
thing to do, especially while writing your name in the air with
a sparkler. Just don’t think too hard about the symbolism

behind throwing the poor old Guy onto the flames!
 But now we approach Christmas and, even then, there

are differences. For starters, Americans don’t use crack-
ers (although I’ve done my part to introduce them to the
colonies, with very positive and hilarious results). Also, I find

myself explaining (while complaining about having to return to
work on December 26th) that Boxing Day is an official UK
holiday. Then I tell them the history of the day and how it has

nothing to do with two men fighting it out in a ring, which is
often their first guess!
Anyway, I need to return to my original thought, which is that I hate change …
and yet, here we are about to experience it, in the form of this being the last
newsletter that Jill and Co will be putting out.
It’s been a great run and I, for one, will miss
reading it. I have to commend all involved for
creating a publication that has grown and
evolved into such a successful means of
sharing and celebrating so much of what is
great about our little corner of the Island.
 Things are about to change again in
my life, too. In March, my daughter Abigail will
find out where she will go for her 5 years of
medical residency and, as my husband is within months of retirement, we will
be free to follow her to whatever part of the States her work takes her (and it
could literally be just about anywhere in the continental USA). This means a
new chapter is about to begin for me, just as the final chapter of the C&G
Newsletter is being put forth. And I want to mention, before I go, how much I’ve
enjoyed sharing my thoughts with you over the past few years; it’s given me a
reason to think more deeply about both my homeland and my adopted country.
Although it’s time now to bid you all a fond farewell, goodbyes are sad and I’d
much rather think of what’s to come. So, looking to the future and, while wishing
you all the very best, my parting words will be “Hello!” “Hello … to a new
adventure”.  

Jane Buckholz (nee Ackling) grew up in Bonchurch with her brother Roger and her
parents, Walter and Jean. Her mother resided in Chillerton for nearly 40 years.
Jane is married to Mark, with whom she has one daughter, Abigail. She currently
lives in Carlsbad, New Mexico, USA, and can be reached at
TheNomadBrit@yahoo.com
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This term, preschool have been busy exploring the local environments
and noticing changes to the seasons. It is always lovely to get out and about
for walks in the village; locals are very friendly and always say hello… so thank
you!

Our topic this half term is ‘Room on the Broom.’ This has included
making potions, wands and visiting the nature area to act out the story and
walking to the brook to pretend that it was the squelchy bog!

In November, the children learned about the meaning of Remembrance
Day and made fabulous poppy pictures. Also in November we were pleased to
have raised some money for Children in Need by wearing our PJs to school!

Preschool are now looking forward to joining
the school for Christmas festivities such as the
Christmas Fair, a Christmas performance of ‘The
Wiggly Nativity’ and for Christmas Dinner. We will
also be going along to St Olave’s Church for a
Christingle Service where the Preschool children
are  going to be dressing up as the characters from
the Nativity. Many thanks to Rev Marcus and Lyn-
don Jones in advance for supporting us with this
lovely event.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
everyone.  With best wishes from

Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners

Dear friends-
I won't embarrass you by naming you but everyone knows who you are? I want
to thank you for all the help and  everything you do for me.

Love from,  

Well done to all the scary Halloweeners who
came to our door on Halloween night!!!! Scary
but courteous and smiley!  They came in groups
which was a good idea. Many thanks to Saffron,
Archie and Seb for their lovely letter and draw-
ings.                       
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Friendly Fun French
Conversation Group

Wednesdays between 4.30pm and 6pm
VILLAGE HALL

(Marilyn - 721492 - thorpedavid41@gmail.com)

JOYEUX NOEL et BONNE ANNEE 2020!
Where has the year gone!!??

Since September we have revised
again ‘numbers and basics’ in French;
listened to the voice of Edith Piaf; read
and translated texts; had listening ex-
ercises to help with pronunciation; dic-
tations; individual presentations in
French; crosswords, and more….

We have been working
hard(ish!) to improve our French con-
versation skills, as well as tackling
some grammar exercises. We also
enjoyed a ‘grammar’ session on ‘ad-
jectives’ from a guest, which can be something different from time to time. We
have been very busy conversing ‘en francais’ as much as possible.

We are lucky to have a group of imaginative people who come up with
some good ideas for us all to share. Some produce little scenarios/‘playlets’ (for
the want of another word) and the photo shown is indeed one of these being
enacted!

Although we touch on grammar, we try to keep things friendly and light.
From time to time we read also a little Pantomime en francais (written by a

member), when we can use our improvisa-
tion skills!!!! (Oh yes we can!!!)

The Village Hall is an ideal meeting
point and can be quite cosy on a dark and
cold evening. We are taking a break now
(after our Christmas Apero), and will re-
commence after Christmas on Wednes-
day 8 January 2020 – 4.30pm until 6pm.
in the Village Hall.  

Buttons & The Three Ugly Sisters!
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What are your connections with the Parish?  I’ve lived here for almost 21
years. Edited the C&G News for twelve years and St Olave’s News for 7 years
and have been the part-time verger at St O’s since 2012 and Neighbourhood
Watch Co-ordinator for longer than I dare remember and organized the regular
Quiz Nights… quite ‘connected’, I think you’ll agree!
Best and worst things about living here?   Best? Peace and tranquillity and
the lovely walks. Worst has to be the public transport situation.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject?  Being able to identify the title of the episode within minutes of Morse
starting!
What’s your favourite holiday destination?  I have some lovely childhood
memories of holidaying in North Wales. I loved Conwy, Caernarvon and
Portmeirion… where me and my dad were like children as we both loved The
Prisoner!  I love Whitby too – there is something magical about Whitby.
Do you have an unusual hobby /ability?  Not really, but I have started
geocaching this year and that has been fun.
If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Actress, Eve Myles (Keeping Faith). I loved her yellow Joules mac in series 1

Over the last 12 years we’ve turned the spotlights on so many interesting
people. In true ‘Strictly’ tradition…in no particular order, huge thanks must go

to Daphne Cooke, Dame Ellen MacArthur, Toby Beardsall, Doug
Barber,Gillian Belben, Charlie Hancock (IW FoodBank), Annabel Hutchings,
Gina Owrid (former headmistress at C&R School), Sue Barber, Alan Titch-
marsh, Peter Bingham (former Ward Cllr), Simon Goodenough, Bob Seely

MP, Jill Hawkes, Tim Marshall, Dominic Minghella, David Pugh (former Lead-
er of the IWC), Andrew Turner MP, Eleanor Taylor, Marcus & Emily Bagg,

Sarah Beardsall (TV & Film producer, partner of Dom Minghella and Toby’s
sister), Alan Marriott (the editor of the County Press), Rosemary Welch, Harri-
et Robinson, Steve Serpant, Erica Oulton (former Ward Cllr), Steve Burden,

Peni Harman, Rick Jackson (Wave 105), Rob Marshall, Elizabeth Peace, Alan
Chandler, Stephen Oatley, Clara Scattergood (our postie), Sarah Jackson
(Police Superintendent), Irene Watterson, Zoe Rhind, Gareth Rider, Steve

Hoyle, Steve Hastings (Ward Cllr), Sham Payn, Marilyn Thorpe, Kaz Arnold,
Mark Collins (Wave 105) and…. we ‘scooped’ Bob Seely with what was tech-
nically his first interview after he was elected. Plus the many victims whose
Focus Ons appeared on the website….and in the interests of openness and
transparency…those notable people who declined our invitation include ac-
tress Emma Thompson (post-slur about the Isle of Wight!), Major General

Martin White (Lord Lieutenant) and another radio presenter who didn’t even
bother to reply and fittingly, whose name I cannot now remember!

But having successfully dodged the bullet and stayed under the radar so far,
I’m afraid that for this final Focus On… you are stuck with me!!
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(along with half the nation’s ladies!) and her Ted Baker ‘Mighty Coat’ in series
2 (wish I could afford one of those!) Plus, she has the most fabulous legs,
whereas mine…?? My kitchen table has better legs than I do!
Food Heaven and Food Hell? Heaven would be lobster and champagne! Hell
would be offal.
What’s the best Christmas present you’ve ever received? And the worst?
Not sure I can pick out the best, but a navy-blue quilted dressing gown with
three cherries embroidered on it when I was around 10 was very special, as
was a stable yard that my dad made for me for my vast collection of little plastic
horses!
Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not?  No! I don’t cross the water often, but do love that feeling of
‘coming home’ while on the crossing back.
Favourite book?    Sorry…nothing terribly literary, but I have go-to books
which I re-read and are like comfort-food for me. John Wyndham’s Midwich
Cuckoos and Day of The Triffids were the first ‘grown-up’ books I read, when I
was about 11. I can recite whole passages of DotT!! I thank my mum for giving
me one of the greatest gifts…a love of reading. Last year I read the excellent
The Chimp Paradox by sports psychologist Prof Steve Peters. … I aim to read
it every year, to try to keep me ‘on track.’ I also really like Lee Childs’ Jack
Reacher novels.
Last book you read? Kathy Reich’s Spider Bones.
Favourite film? Indulge me? Here we go… the classic Some Like it Hot, Green
for Danger, Night of the Demon, Field of Dreams (I only have to watch the first
few moments and I get a lump in my throat), Four Weddings, A Few Good Men,
Sleepless in Seattle….
Last film you saw at the cinema?  Hannibal, I think.
Favourite comedian?  Peter Kay, Michael McIntyre and Victoria Wood.
Favourite piece of music/musician?  This is forever changing but Groovy
Kind of Love by The Mindbenders would be right up there …always.
Beatles or Rolling Stones? Beatles.
Blur or Oasis? Oasis…especially Wonderwall.
Monarchy or Republic?  Monarchy.
Which newspaper do you read?  I don’t read a newspaper, but do look at the
CP online.
What is “Must-See” TV for you?  Strictly, and I love the Saturday evening
BBC4 Scandi-noir crime slot. Loved Peter Kay’s Car Share; Father Ted, Ricky
Gervais’ Extras and also Derek; League of Gentlemen (which is filmed in my
home-town…and who doesn’t like precious things and a special sausage??!!
When was the last time you rode a bike?  Last century! I’m not good on just
the two wheels and a trike or stabilizers would do nothing for my street-cred!
Though I think I could do a passable impression of Margaret Rutherford as
Madame Arkaty in Blithe Spirit!



Bacon sandwich- white or brown bread? Red or brown sauce? Buttered
bread or dry? White bread, butter, smoked bacon and red sauce.
Do you like Marmite?   No… but I cannot have a jar of peanut butter in the
house! It never makes it to the bread/toast!
The film ‘Love Actually’…. Love it or hate it…actually?! Not keen, though I
like the concept. Sorry, but I can’t take the prime minister/tea girl bit seriously
at all.
What is your earliest memory?   Being so excited about going on a trip down
the Manchester Ship Canal only for it to be cancelled due to fog…oh the
disappointment!!
Do you have any pets?  Yes, I now have the lovely Lola, a six-year-old
boxer…she was a showgirl, you know, with yellow feathers in her hair and a
dress cut down to…..etc etc etc!! She’s the fifth boxer to have been in resi-
dence at 1, Springvale.
If you could give your fifteen-year-old self some advice, what would it be?
Have more faith and confidence in yourself.
If you could, would you go back in time or forward into the future? Back,
I think to try to avoid some of the mistakes I made…can I do that? Or would it
change the present?
Have you had a life-changing experience? Can you tell us about it?  Dare
I say my divorce!!!! I knew that my ex-husband missed not seeing his beloved
Stalybridge FC, but it still came as a surprise that he decided to move 200 miles
to be closer to them! Seriously though, life doesn’t end when things like this
happen - it just changes direction.
Who would be your three perfect dinner guests?  Peter Kay, Michael
McIntyre and Victoria Wood!
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Danc-
ing?  I can’t dance, but it would have to be Strictly. Love it .. though it would be
a ‘Disaaaaster, daaahling!’
If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why?  A boxer
dog…living at 1, Springvale!
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? I’d be
tempted to keep it, but then my conscience and sense of ‘what goes around
comes around’ would kick in.
What is your most embarrassing moment?   Nothing too horrendous, but
falling foul once of REPLY instead of FORWARD was bordering on toe-curling!
Do you prefer to ring or text?  Ring. Texting for me is painfully slow…where
are the capital letters??
Would you consider cosmetic surgery?  No.
What is your greatest fear?   Being ill – I am a massive hypochondriac!
Who would you like to be stuck in a lift with?  Peter Kay or Michael McIntyre.
Who would you NOT like to be stuck in a lift with?  Someone who talks
incessantly about nothing or a psychopathic murderer. Hmmm…not sure which
would be worse!?
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What car do you drive? I don’t drive.
What car would you like to own?  A top of the range Land Rover …..Defend-
er-type…not RR or Discovery…and a chauffeur!
Have you ever lied about your age?  No. What’s the point?
Who or what would you like to put in Room 101?  Social Media (especially
‘Fakebook’…. AKA The Devil’s Playground!!) and the obsession with ‘celebrity’.
Do you believe in ghosts/aliens?  The jury’s out on that one. Not saying I
don’t believe, but need proof.
Which item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert island?
I’m ok with solitude and my own company, but a steady supply of food would
be good!
When are you at your happiest?  Relaxing with good friends and dog-walking.
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase? If I won
mega-millions I would give most of it away…I’d like a nice ‘character’ house
though for myself.
What do you most dislike about yourself?   Going from being relatively calm
to flat panic about inconsequential things faster than the Bloodhound supercar
(which hopes to achieve 1,000mph eventually!)
Have you ever been skinny-dipping?  Clear the beach and sound those
klaxons…no!!
Best Parish memory? Two May Days (I’m reliably informed I was at the
second one!), a service to commemorate the start of WW1 at St Olave’s...and
the way so many people came out one Saturday evening some years ago to
search for Daisy, the missing boxer. The worst five hours of my life followed by
the best ten minutes!  People still wonder where she was…we will never know!
How would you like to be remembered?   As someone who didn’t always get
it right, but always tried to do her best.   

1 Hallelujah 6 Serpentine

2 A miracle 7 Three

3 Haggis 8 Divorce papers

4 23 9 Australia

5 Christmas 10 Sandringham

Quiz Answers!
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Report from your IW Ward Cllr. Steve Hastings
Island Plan and Housing Numbers

Our MP Bob Seely has been visiting Town
and Parish Councils across the Island to get sup-
port for his campaign to reduce the numbers in the
Island Plan and it was a pleasure to stand shoul-
der to shoulder with him on this matter when I
visited with him to Newport and Rookley recently.

It is clear that this Island is a special case
and we have never been able to build the numbers
in the existing plan due to the complications and
expense of building here - getting materials and
workforce to the Island - which means developers are only willing to build three
to five-bedroomed houses in order to achieve the profits they require, and
these are generally for retirees from the mainland, thus not satisfying our
housing needs.

The good news is that the Council are now building a housing strategy,
which will be released shortly in press releases which, through proper proce-
dure, would reduce the numbers in the plan and deliver, through a Council-
owned development company, the right affordable homes for Islanders and, as
the Council owns the company, we can build without concern about extra profit
which will make them viable.

This idea was developed within the Council’s Regeneration Scrutiny
Task and Finish Group and approved by Cllr Abraham and the Cabinet last
year within the Affordable Housing Report, headed-up by Cllr Outlaw when he
was Chairman of the committee, and approved under my Chairmanship of the
same committee.

So, we need to join forces with our MP and take this to Government to
show that we are a special case and to insert only a sensible and achievable
number of houses of the right type to satisfy our housing needs for Island
residents.

I am pleased to support Bob in his visits to Town and Parish Councils
across the Island and I hope that he will support our housing strategy to present
to Government a more realistic allocation of homes and jobs for Islanders.

It was good to have residents attend recent public meetings at both
Rookley and Newport alongside our MP Bob Seely.

Bob is right when he says we should have an opt-out on the methodol-
ogy used for housing numbers as we have special circumstances to overcome
with regard to affordable housing due to being an Island.

I feel that if Scottish Islands can have an opt-out because they can only
be reached via a ferry, then what part of only being able to be reached by a
ferry, don’t the Government understand about the Isle of Wight? I am reminded
of a Benny Hill sketch when Benny said he was going abroad and his sidekick
asked him where he was going? Benny said he was going to the Isle of Wight
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to which the sidekick stated, but that’s not abroad - and Benny retorted, well
you try walking there, cookie boy!

I think we do have a good case and I am pleased that Councillors and
our MP are now working together, through a process, to reduce numbers in the
plan and to get the right affordable homes built in the right places to reduce our
housing waiting list of Islanders’ needs.

St. Mary’s Roundabout Controversy
At a Newport and Carisbrooke Parish Council Meeting recently there

was a vote to stop the scheme going ahead although the proposers are not
qualified engineers, nor did they have any advice from an engineer against the
scheme.

I voted against the proposal to stop this scheme in its tracks because
any further delays will cost tax payers more money, with further losses from the
£9.6m which is strictly for the St. Mary's roundabout only, and as it has been
delayed already for a year, the value of the Government grant has reduced to
the tune of £0.5m and I don’t want to see that grant further devalued.
 This money was awarded for this section of the scheme due to the
future development of Camp Hill and cannot be used for any other purpose, so
if we don’t go ahead with this we would have to hand the money back to the
Government.
 The start point was deemed necessary at St. Mary's due to potential
development at Camp Hill which would need updated infrastructure to cope at
that point and often we get complaints over developments coming forward
without having the infrastructure in place first.
 The traffic lights will also be intelligent and synced with those at
Coppins Bridge so that it will keep the flow of traffic towards Coppins Bridge
and allowing traffic through by traffic lights at Coppins Bridge cooperating with
the flow. This is but one part of the whole scheme and Coppins Bridge will be
dealt with as part of that scheme as well as St. George’s Way. The Cabinet
Member, Cllr Ian Ward, sent a letter to all Councillors for their information on
September 12th and members have attended briefings on this subject as well
as a consultation-taking place. When this scheme was given approval at a
Cabinet Meeting there were no objections from members.

Cllr Brodie stated that he did not feel qualified to pass on information
he had received from engineers in a members’ briefing and wanted engineers
to come to a public meeting with residents. On this I agree. It should happen.
However, Cllr Brodie then proposed that the scheme should be stopped, but
still with no engineering qualification or competence. I have asked the Leader
of the Council and Chief Executive to please organise a public meeting to
explain the scheme to residents and I am hopeful this will go ahead. I am told
there will also be full-page notices of explanation placed into the County Press
and the Observer.
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I could not say whether this is going to work or not as I am not a
qualified engineer either, but as a Cabinet Member, when making a decision
you have to state what is a required outcome and then rely on the professionals
that we employ to design a scheme for that outcome.

I can imagine some people would ask, ‘What? Like the floating bridge?’
But the truth is we were starting to get problems with ‘floating bridge five’ and
this was due to the change in tides and not boat design, although there have
been some design faults that are being addressed and most have now been
sorted out so that most of the time recently, it has been running at 100%
efficiency.

Of course when this administration came to County Hall, the floating
bridge had already been designed and ordered and we just had to deal with
what was in front of us. We have done this and a final solution is in sight.

I hope this helps for residents’ understanding of my position with this
particular proposal at the Newport and Carisbrooke Parish Council Meeting.

Battle for our buses
Following an email from a Brighstone

resident who no longer drives and is reliant
on our bus service, (which is clearly inade-
quate) I have decided to set up another
meeting with Southern Vectis.

This time though I am not just asking
for more buses and for Southern Vectis to
then explain that the number 12 (or 6) is not
used enough to make it viable, I want to go
to them with some evidence that if they put
on more buses and later buses that they
would be used so, to this end, we have set up a petition which will come your
way at some point or can be found in the Brighstone Surgery, Newsagents and
village stores. The resident has also set up a petition on change.org on
Facebook, which is shared publicly.

The idea behind this is that when I go to Southern Vectis this time I will
have signatures of residents who have stated in the petition that they would use
the service if it were introduced.

We are also looking for the number 12 services to be extended to
Yarmouth, with a later return service, so that residents can use evening
facilities and leave the car at home, but will still be able to get home afterwards.
This was something we have discussed previously with Southern Vectis and
was being considered as a possibility.

I am also asking for a later return from Newport as the current last bus
from Newport (being around 5.30pm) is restrictive and means residents cannot
rely on getting home after shopping and may be visiting a restaurant in the early
evening so they have to bring their car.
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With the Blanchards development looking more likely now with a new
developer and architect involved, there is even more reason to have a better
bus service available which I will also use as an argument with Southern Vectis.

We will also be leafleting all Brighstone residents with a ‘use it or lose
it’ type information sheet on the new service, should it be introduced.

At the end of the day, Southern Vectis is a commercial company and
they will only make a decision to add services if they are used and it is
commercially viable for them to do so. Personally I would use the bus to and
from Newport for meetings, but most meetings finish around 8pm which means
I cant get home again by bus so I go by car -  I would love to be able to leave
the car at home for such purposes.

Therefore if you want better bus services to and from Brighstone,
please seek out the petition and sign it, but also mean it when it says that you
will use the service if it were provided. This same approach could be taken for
other parishes in Central Wight to improve services from Southern Vectis.

FYT Bus
Residents might be

aware that the FYT bus service
through Brighstone was also
cut a short while ago and this
was due to low-usage numbers
and the loss of the driver for the
route due to illness at the time.

As a Trustee of FYT
bus, I am holding discussions with them as well, in case Southern Vectis still
won’t make the changes necessary to provide a good service for us. Then,
perhaps with the same ‘commitment to use’ petition, I might be able to per-
suade them to put the service back on, but with better connections to Newport
and Yarmouth and regular services for reliability which could cover other
Parishes in Central Wight.

This, of course, can only happen if Southern Vectis decide not to give
us a reasonable service, as there are certain regulations in place to be dealt
with.

The FYT bus service also relies heavily on volunteer drivers - this  does
make it difficult to run a reliable service as drivers are hard to come by,
especially on a regular basis.

With very best wishes to you all,  

Isle of Wight Council. Member for Central Wight
steve.hastings@iow.gov.uk or 07870127024 or Twitter - @cllr_hastings

mailto:steve.hastings@iow.gov.uk
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Chairman’s Report - Sadly, this will be my last report to the
newsletter in its current form. Our thanks go to Jill Webster and Steve
Holloway for their hard work producing it over the last decade.

The Parish Council has been active since the last newsletter in
many areas.  These include the following items which are not in order of
importance:-

At our instigation, there are new traffic markings outside the school.
These are there for the safety of all road users, especially parents and
children, during the busy dropping-off and picking-up periods.  Can I ask
everyone to comply with them so that these times can be less fraught with
danger?

We have, together with the Police and the Isle of Wight Council,
reached an agreement with the Isle of Wight Hunt in Gatcombe concerning
the times and places they exercise the hounds.  As I write, they are not
being exercised because of an outbreak of sneezing.  However, the current
times and places will be posted on the Parish notice boards in Chillerton
and Gatcombe. At the moment these are 7.15am to 8.15am on a route
going over the downs via Snowdrop Lane and Garstons.  One resident
asked if this meant that if they exercised their dogs or walked the footpaths
at the same time as the hounds they would be somehow at fault if there was
an incident. This is not the case. Posting the route and timings simply gives
other road and rights of way users notice that they might meet the pack
being exercised.

The Parish Council has been working to maintain and improve the
footpaths in the Parish with the help of dedicated and invaluable volunteers.
Gill Belben is working on a project to re-open a footpath up to the Downs
and will be our representative on the Ramblers’ Association body scrutinis-
ing pathways.

We have also been working with Island Roads on improving the way
in which verge cutting is done and on numerous matters around our roads
including drainage and road signs.

We will once again be joining our neighbouring parishes in Niton,
Chale and Niton & Whitwell in funding the no. 6 Winter bus service on
Sundays and Public Holidays.

We will be funding an Elders’ Lunch and a
Children’s Christmas party this Christmas.

We have been examining and commenting
on every planning application in the Parish.  This is a
very important role bringing the outlook of the people
of the Parish to bear on proposed developments.
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Currently, we are working on our budget for 2020 to 2021.  The final
figures will depend on the results of our Residents’ Survey which will be going
out at the same time as this newsletter.  You will be able to return them to us in
several ways, including online (see our website), by post to our clerk, to one of
the councillors, or in a post box which we are attaching to the notice board
outside Chillerton & Rookley School.  When you get one, please complete and
return it as soon as possible and to make it count, get it to us before the end of
January.  The post box will be a permanent feature that you will be able to use
to contact us whenever you wish.

So far it does look as if we will be making an increase in our precept –
the amount from your Council Tax that comes to the Parish Council – for the
first time in several years - of around 16%.

Looking forward, we are considering participation in a national event for
VE Day in May, possibly involving a picnic on the Downs.

Don’t forget that Council meetings are open
to the public and include an opportunity for ques-
tions.  We normally meet on the first Tuesday of
every month (except August) in Chillerton Village
Hall at 7pm.  The Agenda for the meeting will availa-
ble online on the Parish website and on the Parish
Council noticeboards outside the school in Chillerton
and the church in Gatcombe.  You will be very
welcome to come along.

May I wish you all very Happy Christmas.

(Chairman of Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish Council)

Parish Clerk
Maxine Warr

01983 609850 clerk@chillertonandgatcombe.org

30, Fieldway Crescent,
Northwood, Cowes. PO31 8AJ

Chair
Nigel Phillips

01983 721382 np.cgparish@gmail.com

Vice Chair
Roland Payn

07990 842773 spcparish361@gmail.com

Gillian Belben 01983 721519 gb.cgparish@gmail.com
Juliet Davies 07588 521448 jd.cgparish@gmail.com
Peter Whiteman 01983 508589 pjohnwhiteman@gmail.com

mailto:clerk@chillertonandgatcombe.org
mailto:np.cgparish@gmail.com
mailto:spcgparish361@gmail.com
mailto:pjohnwhiteman@gmail.com
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Always a tricky topic in our parish… the water supply. But don’t worry, this time
there is good information available for people who may be struggling to pay
their water bill.
Southern Water are currently promoting Affordability Schemes and Tariffs as
follows-
Essentials Tariff - this provides a discount on your future bills. Anyone can
apply for this and if your household income is less than £16,105 per annum or
someone in your property receives Pension Credit, you may be entitled to a
discount, as follows:-
Income
£6,100 - £16,105.  Tariff Band 1. Bill Discount 20%
£3,890 - £6,099.    Tariff Band 2. Bill Discount 30%
£3,080 - £3,889.    Tariff Band 3. Bill Discount 45%
£2,600 - £3,079.    Tariff Band 4. Bill Discount 65%
Less than £2,600.  Tariff band 5. Bill Discount 90%

Other Schemes and Tariffs are available-
WaterSure Tariff - if you have a water meter and have to use more water than
usual, the WaterSure tariff could cap your bills.
NewStart Scheme - the NewStart scheme could help you to pay off your debt.
WaterDirect Scheme - you may be able to have your current charges and your
arrears paid through your benefits.

Register for Priority Services - in the event of a cut to the water supply,
emergency help is available if you have registered for Priority Services. More
information-
Tel 0800 027 0800
www.southernwater.co.uk/priority-services

Free water-saving home visits - a FREE home visit  of around two hours
during which the engineer will take a meter reading, survey your bathroom and
kitchen, discuss your water usage with you, fit free water-saving products
(worth up to £100) in your kitchen and bathroom.  For more information -
Tel 0333 240 0255
www.southernwater.co.uk/home-visit
waterefficiencyteam@southernwater.co.uk
www.southerwater.co.uk/water-saving-calculator

Please contact Southern Water if you would like details of how
all this may apply to you and for more information about

any of these offers.

www.southernwater.co.uk/home-visit
mailto:waterefficiencyteam@southernwater.co.uk
mailto:waterefficiencyteam@southernwater.co.uk
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance needs you!
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance is the Charity that brings

emergency critical care to people who need it most, in their hour of need.   It
costs £15,000 a day to keep the Air Ambulance flying and saving lives and last
year the Charity’s Critical Care Teams were called to 1,429 incidents across
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight Air Ambulance is entirely funded by
the generosity of our local community and we rely upon our team of volunteers
to support our fundraising efforts.

This is where we need your help!   We are urgently looking for new
Events Volunteers, Speakers, Van Drivers, Maintenance Support Volunteers
and Collection Pot Agents. We also need volunteers to join our new Event
Support Team, who support us on an ad-hoc basis at our mass participation
events.

Volunteering for Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance is fun and
rewarding and you can volunteer as often or as little as you wish.  Volunteering
can fit around your own life and commitments.

If you have some spare time and would like to donate it to our life-
saving cause, please contact our Volunteering Team on
volunteering@hiowaa.org or 02380 743516 or visit our website for more de-
tails: www.hiowaa.org.

MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ -
Steve Holloway and Jane Buckholz … and to our
faithful team of deliverers - Steve & Peni, Sham,
Simon & Georgina, Marcus, Alan, Carolyn, Lorna,

Harriet- for braving all weathers to get the
newsletters to you!!
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Although Rev Marcus has been on Sabbatical throughout the autumn
it has been a busy time in St Olave’s Church. Services have been led by Rev
Dru Dennis, Richard Smout and Elizabeth Peace who, despite awaiting an
operation on her knee, has been the mainstay in Marcus’s absence and we are
truly grateful to all three. Special Services have been the Harvest Festival,
(preceded by the Harvest Supper), Remembrance Sunday and a Choral Even-
song.

In a convivial atmosphere at the Harvest Supper, more than fifty diners
enjoyed a mouth-watering Ploughman’s Platter followed by apple crumble and
cream and, when fully replete, were challenged by a Felicity Farnham quiz.
 People responded with much generosity to the invitation to bring along
to the Harvest Service non-perishable food items These were brought to the
altar during the service, then gratefully received by the Food Bank along with
monetary donation afterwards. A good donation resulting from the Harvest
Supper was also given to both the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution and
Haylands Farm.

With the absence of a war memorial in the villages, the Remembrance
Service in church was enhanced by a magnificent net of crocheted/knitted
poppies draped over the altar. This had been donated to the church by
Waterside W.I. Names from the Roll of Honour (those from the villages who
gave their lives in WW1 and WW2) were read out and the two minutes’ silence
observed. Collection from this service was given to The Royal British Legion.
The Choral Evensong was sung by the visiting choir Cantus Vesperi with the
congregation joining in with the hymns.

With the withdrawal of Barton Parish, the Pastoral Reorganisation now
consists of Carisbrooke, St Johns, The Minster and Gatcombe. The plans,
displayed within St Olave’s Church, are expected to be passed on December
1st to come into effect June 1st 2020.

Within the church, people may have noticed Welcome Cards distribut-
ed amongst the chairs and in the Children’s Corner to which has been added
a literature table and comfortable chairs
where visitors may sit quietly. The new-
ly updated guide book, available to pur-
chase, is extremely popular. Heavy new
curtains have been hung behind the
external doors and across the tower to
reduce draughts.

Externally, gutters, downpipes,
tower and vestry roofs have been
cleared and a general clear-up been
carried out throughout the grounds.
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Two fund-raising events were greatly enjoyed and raised over £1000
for the church. A steady stream of people came to purchase Roy Earley’s
wonderful produce - fresh from his garden - during the Coffee Morning/Produce
Sale and to refresh themselves at “St Olave’s Coffee Shop.”

The Christmas Craft Market, rapidly earning a good reputation on the
Island, was ‘buzzing’ with people and activity. There was a delightful array of
bags, cards, jewellery, wood-carving, bric-a-brac and other assorted handi-
crafts on offer. The church’s own stall was groaning with cakes, preserves,
honey, novelties etc. to sell and The Coffee Shop and raffle were also busy.

Christmas is possibly the most recognised time of the year for would-be
churchgoers and maybe clergy. It is a joy to welcome the children from
Chillerton & Rookley Primary School, along with staff and parents, to the church
for their Christingle Service. The traditional Carol Service, followed by mince
pies and hot fruit punch, was held on December 15th. The popular Crib
Service, with optional dressing up for children in Nativity costumes, will be on
December 24th at 4pm. Refreshment will also be on offer after this service.

With no late-night service on Christmas Eve in St Olave’s (it being iheld
at St Mary’s, Carisbrooke this year) the Christmas Day Service of Morning
Worship at 11am will include a shortened act of Holy Communion. Morning
Worship will be at 11am on December 29th.

All collections from the Christmas Services will be donated to The
Salvation Army this year. There is a box in church for donations of gifts to go to
The Salvation Army towards their work for the winter night shelter and there is
also a box for donated Christmas cards to be given to prisoners.

For all the services, events and activities that happen in St Olave’s
throughout the year, alongside Rev Marcus and Elizabeth Peace, the church
depends upon a huge army of volunteers who perform a multitude of tasks - to
each and every one of you, a huge thank you and please keep supporting the
church.

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.   
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Environment Officer’s Report
I have continued to undertake regular patrols around both villages

throughout the past year, inspecting the play park equipment for any defects
which are promptly rectified if a problem is found. Generally the play park
equipment is respected and little, or no, damage is found.

The new climbing frame was a welcome addition to the existing play
equipment. The only on-going issue is the local rabbit population entering the
football pitch area for the tasty grass and leaving deep ruts which, of course,
are a trip hazard to users of this area. A sign is posted on the fence highlighting
the problem.

Obviously a big issue was the hunt hounds being exercised and the
unfortunate incident which occurred that resulted in an injury to a local resident
and a dog. This incident was dealt with by the Police. A meeting was arranged
with the local Parish Councillors, Police, the Hunt Master and myself to try and
resolve many of the issues that had been raised by local residents.

My role was specifically the issue of fouling on public rights-of-way
following the hounds being exercised, and a follow-up retracing the route taken
to pick up fouling on any rights-of-way.

My understanding, following the meeting, was that footpaths, bridle-
paths and the highway would, if at all possible, be avoided. Other ideas were
agreed such as posting and informing the local residents of dates, times and
routes to be taken when exercising the hunt hounds.

The proposals agreed are in the early stages and only time will tell if
they are successful.

I have also had issues of soiled cat litter being regularly placed next to
a public waste bin. This is not only a health hazard, but actually also an
environment offence as it is fly-tipping. I have placed laminated signage in the
location requesting that whoever has been doing this ceases and puts this type
of waste in the black waste bin for disposal in the correct manner… let’s keep
the villages clean.

If there are any issues which you would like me to look into, please
contact me via your Parish Clerk, Maxine Warr.

On a closing note, may I wish the Councillors and local residents a
Happy Christmas and New Year.           
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch

PC Tim Campany and PCSOs Justin Keefe and Stephen Oatley are our
Safer Neighbourhood Team. Fortunately, we don’t need to call them often, but if

you do, their contact details are on page 34.

For your safety, Tim, Justin and Stephen ask, where possible, that you ring
101 in non-emergency situations, or 999 for emergencies, rather than their
mobile numbers, as they may be on leave / not on duty. They will answer

emails as soon as they can. Thank you.

Justin will be holding regular monthly Beat Surgeries outside the village hall in
Chillerton between 12.30pm and 1pm on the following dates -

January 15, February 12 and March 11. Go along for a friendly, informal chat
about any concerns you may have.

Beat Surgeries.

Isle of Wight Alert
Sign-up to receive Isle of Wight Alert emails

directly from the police. It’s a simple procedure and
you can ‘tailor’ it to suit your particular area of con-

cerns about crime. Go to www.iowalert.co.uk

Monthly crime statistics are available online - go to www.police.co.uk and put
in your postcode to find out about local crime.

www.police.co.uk
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DOCTORS
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close,  Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27, Pyle St., Newport.
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport.

522150
840626
522060
522198

CHEMISTS
Boots           124-126 High St.,    Newport.
Day Lewis    86-88 High St.,        Newport.
Lloyds          41-42 Pyle St.,        Newport.

522595
522346
522638

ST OLAVE’S CHURCH, GATCOMBE
Rev. Marcus Bagg,  56, Castle Rd.,  Newport. PO30 1DP 718908
HOSPITAL
St Mary’s, Parkhurst Rd., Newport. 524081
Dental Hotline 111
NHS Direct 111
POLICE (Non-Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany  - tim.campany@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Justin Keefe  -  justin.keefe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Stephen Oatley  -  stephen.oatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Jill Webster      -  jill.webster@outlook.com 721483
CHILLERTON & ROOKLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Main Rd., Chillerton   -  admin.chillerton@lineone.net 721207
LIBRARY  -  Lord Louis Library, Orchard St., Newport. 527655
MOBILE LIBRARY
From January, no stops in Chillerton or Gatcombe. For details of
Rookley Green and Chale Green -  libraries@iow.gov.uk

823824

BUS INFORMATION
Southern Vectis     -     www.islandbuses.info 827000
REFUSE & RECYCLING - www.iwight.com 821000
WIGHTLINK - new customer number. 03339

997333
RED FUNNEL 02380

248500

mailto:jill.webster@outlook.com
mailto:libraries@iow.gov.uk
www.iwight.com


DISCLAIMER.
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queries resulting from these.  Submitted articles do not necessarily reflect our views.

We reserve the right not to print submitted articles.



A trip on a real steam railway.
Settle back in beautifully restored

Victorian and Edwardian
carriages. Visit our fascinating

museum and carriage workshop.
Gift shop, restaurant, children’s

play area and large free car park.
01983 882204

www.iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Thank you to Jill Webster for her tireless work and effort over the past 13 years. It’s been a blast
and no one could have done it better. She is and will always be the backbone of our community and our
gratitude is boundless. Thanks Jill you’re a Bobby Dazzler.  From Toby and the team at Beardsalls.




