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Since being elected in the Central Wight by-election in January 2018 
I have been very busy as I was asked to join the main Scrutiny 
committee followed by the Health Scrutiny, then the Children’s Services 
Scrutiny followed by Regeneration and Environment Scrutiny which I 
Chair. I have also now joined the Licensing Committee and have been 
drafted in to almost all the year’s Planning Committee meetings. 
 We have produced two reports from the committee that I Chair, one on 
affordable housing and one on wild verges both of which have been 
adopted by Cabinet and are in process. 
I have not missed any IWCC meetings that I should be attending. 
 

In Chillerton after badgering Island Roads we have now had a new 
20mph flashing sign installed near the school. At last it looks like the 
re-surfacing of Brook Lane is going ahead in the summer this year. 

 

In Brighstone there were two long standing water leaks not being 
attended to by Southern Water, no matter how many requests by the 
Parish Council, so I took this on and both have now been repaired. 
The leak in Warnes Lane also has new drainage pipework from the 
Newsagents Cellar to pump floodwater into.   

 

I was pleased to be asked by Island Roads to officially open both the 
Brighstone Viaduct and the Military Road both of which are essential 
for the link from West Wight to the rest of the Island.  

 

I convened a meeting regarding the erosion of the Military Road and 
invited the National Trust, AONB, ward members of County and Parish 
Councils and officers from planning to work out what would happen 
when the erosion takes out the Military Road and I am pleased to 
report there is a plan for diverted routes and during this year a bridge 
will be added by Island Roads at the weakest point at Brook to keep 
this iconic road open for residents and tourists. 

 

At the request of the Parish Council Chairman I had a meeting with Cllr 
Stewart and Cllr Hutchinson regarding the predicament that the cuts 
to Library funding had put the Brighstone Library in. 
This meeting was positive and a way forward was found for the 
Library. 
 



An application was invited from the Parish Council for business rates 
relief, which was successful. 
 

I was pleased to be the instigator of the use of council powers under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, Section 97 to revoke planning 
permission for sites not built out after two years and with no action 
onsite. This was passed unanimously by the Cabinet earlier this year 
and will help to solve this problem across the Island. 
 
 Cllr Hobart and I made a visit to Dorset County Council regarding 
savings on their PFI contract. 
We met with the Council Green Team management, Their Cabinet 
Member for Environment and Butterfly Conservation’s Dr. Phil Sterling 
We hope to be able to replicate some of the methods that they have 
used to make their verges better and save money on the contract as 
well, hopefully a win, win situation.  
 
Much has been achieved but much more to do in the coming year. 
 
 
 
With best wishes,   
 
 
Steve  
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