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             www.chillertonandgatcombe.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 5th FEBRUARY 19 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HOLLOW LANE, CHILLERTON, 

ISLE OF WIGHT, THAT COMMENCED AT 7PM 

Present: Councillors Gillian Belben (Chairman), Roland Payn, Juliet Davies, Graham 

Hatch and Katie Jones  

Also Present:  Mrs M Warr (Clerk) IWC Steve Hastings 

 2 members of the public 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

All items raised were dealt with during the meeting. 

1512. APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received  

1513. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON PECUNIARY INTEREST 

No declarations were made. 

1514. MINUTES  

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th January 19 were presented. 

Matters arising: 

Planning - it was noted that application P/01301/18 Longfield House, Main Road 

Chillerton, has been withdrawn 

RESOLVED: 

That, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th January 19 are approved as a 

correct record. 

 

1515. PLANNING 

Review of the Island Plan Strategy – the draft strategy was discussed, and it was agreed to 

forward the following comments: 

• There is lack of clarity on the infrastructure to support the increase of housing 

• While the Dark Skies policy is welcomed, a note of caution is expressed due to the 

lack of enforcement procedures available. 

• One of the objectives and key priorities state: ‘The community feels safe and the 

Island is resilient’. This terminology seems vague as there is not a definition of 

‘resilient’. 

 

1516. TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

20mph sign and Traffic Issues – the agreement by the school for the signage had been 

forwarded to Island Roads and the invoice for the road markings had been received. 

However, a date for implementation had not been set. It was agreed that the invoice 

would not be paid until work commencement confirmation was received. The 20mph 

signs still seem to be operating intermittently despite reporting this to Island Roads on 

several occasions. 
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No 6 Sunday and Bank holiday bus service –Southern Vectis confirmed the usage numbers 

for Boxing Day were 53 and New Year’s Day 76. The average over October was 80 

travellers, November 60 travellers and January 54. 

  

Environmental matters – The four key questions had been sent to Island Roads on 19th 

December and this was chased twice before any replies were received. 

• Standing water at Coxs Corner – no response 

• Standing water near Gatcombe House – the owners will dig a ditch on the inside 

of the land, in liaison with Island Roads 

• Berry Lane flooding – a ditch will be dug to ease drainage 

• Flooding on the bend at the bottom of Brook Lane – a new gully will be made at 

the lowest part of the bend and the work is to be completed by the end of March 

Residents were reminded about the Island Roads annual survey which is open until 1st 

March https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/IslandRoads  

 

Brook Lane – Cllr Hastings gave an update on this during his report. The area had been 

swept twice and the contractors were assessing the access for their vehicles. 

Parish Walks – Cllr Payn said the first walk had been trialled on the website and others 

are being proof read ahead of printing in March. It was agreed to investigate stands for 

displaying the leaflets, which would be available in Rookley Post Office, St Olave’s 

Church, the Village Hall and the Reading Room. Covered leaflet display units will also 

be sought for outside display. It was also agreed to hold a ‘thank you’ tea ahead of the 

official launch, for all the volunteers that had helped with the project. 

RESOLVED: 

That, leaflet holders would be obtained for the parish walks and a small event would 

be held to thank volunteers. 

 

G10 Bridleway – the wildlife walk takes in bridleway G10, that goes westward to 

Garstons, and this chalk area has been invaded by scrub. In the past the landowner has 

made a harsh cut to allow the wild flowers to thrive, but this is no longer possible. IWC 

Rights of Way were contacted to see if they could carry out a cut but unfortunately, they 

do not have the resources, even if the PC offer to pay. They suggested contacted 

Groundsells for a quote and this was agreed. 

RESOLVED: 

That, Groundsells Contracting would be approached to quote for a ‘harsh cut’ by the 

end of February. 

 

Notice Board at St Olaves – The board has been removed and will be re varnished. The 

varnish did not dry properly in the inclement weather. It was noted that the board 

outside the School was still holding water.  

RESOLVED:  

That, Cllrs Hatch & Jones will adjust the school board to ease the water retention 

Hedge Planting – the plants had arrived, and the Chairman and Mr Hills had planted the 

hedging around the Village Hall. The Chairman will also complete the infill planting, for 

the gaps in the hedgerow planted in 2015, in the next few days. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/IslandRoads 
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RESOLVED: 

That a letter of thanks would be sent to Mr Hills for his help with the planting. 

 

1517. VILLAGE GREEN 

 An amendment to the parking space sign was agreed and this will comprise of a small 

hanging sign with a date and time displayed that can be changed as required. It was 

noted that it would be useful to have designated spaces and it was agreed to mark three 

spaces on the ground. 

RESOLVED: 

That, expenditure of £21.60 is approved for an additional sign from Signpost Express  

That, Cllrs Hatch and Jones would outline three parking bays with marker spray 

Phone Box – this appears to be leaning quite severely, so it was agreed to postpone 

installing the racking until after the winter, when ground beneath the box could be 

assessed. 

 

1518. PLAY AREA 

 It was noted that a thorn bush was obscuring the entrance to the play area and this will 

be cleared in the next few days. 

A meeting with Sovereign Play was held on 30th January and a quote is expected for a 

scramble net log climber. Depending on the cost and ground suitability, it may be 

possible to install additional equipment, although this may require moving some of the 

existing items. It was agreed to approach the Scarecrow Festival for funding.  

A hole in the metal fence was reported and it is hoped to repair this without using a 

contractor. 

RESOLVED: 

To make a bid for funding to the Scarecrow Festival for additional play equipment 

 

1519. MEETING WITH IWC CABINET 

An invitation had been received to a meeting with the IWC Cabinet on 18th February. 

This will be attended by 3 members of the PC and the Clerk. 

It was agreed that the items for discussion would be: 

• Delays in communication with Island Roads and a request for a protocol to be 

adopted by IR for ‘out of office’ responses and holding replies that acknowledge 

receipt of the email 

• Public Space Protection Orders 

• Timelines for programmed work e.g. the change of name for Doctors Lane was 

agreed in May 2018 but no further action or communication has taken place. 

 

1520. REPORTS 

• IWC – Cllr Hastings circulated his report and expanded on some areas, in particular 

the verge proposal that was being discussed at IWC Cabinet this month.  

The Chairman asked him to investigate progress with the AONB Environmental 

Action Plan. Part of this plan was to survey all protected verges and feed this in to a 

proposal to IWC to allocate one of three care categories to all verges. 
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• CGCA – it was noted that Cllr Belben had stood down from the Committee of the 

CGCA but will remain as a volunteer.  In future, the Clerk will contact the Secretary 

each month for an update. 
 

1521. FINANCE 

a) RESOLVED: 

That, the financial statements are accepted and approved  

b) RESOLVED: 

To pass the following accounts for payment:   

• M Warr - Salary January - £276.76 

• Signpost Express – Village Hall parking additional sign – £21.60 

A total expenditure of £298.36 was agreed 

c) Review of the Action Plan 2019/20 

The updated action plan for 2019/2020 was approved and adopted. This will be 

uploaded to the website and circulated by email to residents.  

RESOLVED: 

That, action plans for 2019/20 are approved and adopted 

 

d) Grass cutting contract 

Only one quote was received and there was dismay at the large increase in cost from 

the current year. The 20% rise was unmanageable, and it was agreed to go back to the 

contractor and ask for a reduction in either the cost or number of cuts. It was also 

agreed to approach the Horticultural Society for a contribution to cutting the Village 

Green ahead of the annual Show. 

RESOLVED: that the grass cutting contractor would be approached for a a 

reduction in cost, either per cut or on the number of cuts. The Horticultural Society 

would be approached to fund a cut to the Village Green ahead of the annual Show 

 

e) Easter Egg Hunt 

Ms Cardew asked the PC for support to hold a children’s Easter Egg hunt on Easter 

Saturday morning in a local garden. It was agreed to donate up to £50 towards the 

cost of the event. More details will be available next month. 

RESOLVED: 

That, up to £50 would be donated towards an Easter Egg hunt to be held on East 

Saturday morning in Chillerton. 

 

1522. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting 

 

1523. NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next monthly meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 5th March 2019, 7pm at the Village 

Hall. There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9pm. 

 

 

Signed ------------------------------------------                     Date. ----------------------------- 


