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             www.chillertonandgatcombe.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 2nd JULY 19 AT ST OLAVE’S CHURCH, GATCOMBE, ISLE OF WIGHT, 

COMMENCING AT 7PM 

 

Present: Councillors Gillian Belben (Chairman), Roland Payn, Juliet Davies, Nigel 

Phillips and Peter Whiteman  

Also Present:  Mrs M Warr (Clerk)  

 4 members of the public 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

No items were raised.   

The Clerk clarified the query from last month regarding the dog gloves. The company that 

provides the gloves have confirmed they are fully biodegradable.  

 

1573. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from IW Councillor Hastings 

 

1574. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Cllr Phillips declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to the Chillerton and 

Gatcombe Community Association as he is Secretary to the Association. 

 

1575. MINUTES  

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 4th June 19 were presented. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 4th June 19 are approved as a correct 

record. 

 

1576. PLANNING 

It was noted that an enforcement complaint had been submitted to IWC Planning 

regarding a structure at Little Gatcombe Farm, as it is unclear whether this is a new 

structure or replacement roof. IWC Planning have confirmed an officer will investigate. 

 

1577. TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

Transport and Traffic – following the letter to the board of governors, a meeting was 

arranged between the Head of Chillerton and Rookley Primary School, the Pre School 

Head and the Chairman of the PC. This took place on 21st June. It was agreed that the 

new traffic arrangements had eased the congestion, although there were still a few 

persistent offenders. The police had attended as requested and the combination of 

strategies appeared to have made most parents park more responsibly. The School were 
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reluctant to use enforcement for those refusing to comply and preferred to try a ‘hearts 

and minds’ campaign through the school newsletter.  

After discussion, it was agreed to monitor the situation when the new school year 

commences and if the problem persists then IWC Parking Enforcement will be asked to 

visit. A cautionary note was made about the vulnerability of the School, in relation to the 

experience of other small primary schools across the Island and the extension to Godshill 

Primary.  However, numbers had recently increased to 71.  

 

Parish Walks – Cllr Payn submitted a cheque for £45.66 from the sale of the walk leaflets. 

These are currently displayed in five venues and the history walk leaflet has run out. 

It was agreed to order another 50 copies. 

RESOLVED: 

That, a further 50 copies of the History Walk leaflet would be ordered from Beardsalls 

 

Verge Cutting – The Chairman and the District Steward had surveyed the verges on 21st 

June and identified areas that required cutting for safety reasons. The cuts took place on 

27th June and appear to be as discussed. Mrs Barber remarked that the cuts need to be on 

a side sweep, as the horizontal cut lets the high grass behind fall forward and cover the 

verge once more. Councillors were pleased that Island Roads had followed the Steward 

and PC’s requests, and this was a good step forward.  

The Chairman will be meeting with IW Cllr Hastings, the AONB and the Plantlife 

conservation charity on 3rd July to set up a workshop for all T&PCs. It is hoped this will 

be a joint venture with IWALC. This will be an opportunity to look at different 

management systems for the verges on the Island.  

 

Notice Board – Cllr Whiteman had cleaned off the mould from the notice board outside of 

St Olave’s and said he was reluctant to adjust the doors as they would shrink back in the 

cooler weather. It was noted that ideally the wood should have been oiled rather than 

varnished but the condition of this board, and the one outside of the school, will continue 

to be monitored.  

 

Lost Footpath – the letter requesting permitted access for the footpath had been sent to the 

landowner but as yet no reply had been received. Advice had been taken from the 

Ramblers Association and at least 15 witness statements are needed to prove that the 

footpath had been used for 20 years prior to the closure. This does not appear to be a 

problem as over twenty people have come forward already. The Chairman will be taking 

this project forward. It was suggested that if successful the PC may be able to fund a 

Rambler’s gate at the start of the footpath. 

 

Hunt Hounds – a distressing incident with the hunt hounds was reported. One of the 

residents and her dog had been attacked by the hunt terrier while out for a walk. This 

had resulted in a deep wound on the thigh and injury to the dog. The lady was reluctant 

to press charges as this would result in the terrier being destroyed. It was noted that 

recently the hounds have been exercised much later in the day and it was suggested that 

timing the outings could be a solution to prevent clashes with regular dog walkers.  
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EO Nelson is aware of the incidents and the PC will wait for the outcome of his 

investigation before contacting the huntsman. Dog excrement is also an issue and it was 

suggested that the waste should be picked up by the kennel staff when the dogs are 

being exercised rather than working. Members were concerned about encouraging 

residents and visitors to try the new walking routes if they may be confronted with up to 

30 hounds at one time. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the PC will engage with EO Nelson to discuss solutions to the problems 

residents are experiencing with the hunt hounds. 

 

1578. PLAY AREA 

The new equipment will be fitted on 3rd July. It was noted that the footpath leading to the 

play area is overgrown and David Hayden will be asked to make a cut once the 

Chairman and Cllr Whiteman have inspected the area. Some minor maintenance is 

required in the play are and this will be addressed on Spruce up Sunday. 

 

1579. SPRUCE UP SUNDAY 

The arrangements for Spruce up Sunday on 14th July were discussed. Volunteers will 

gather at 10am and refreshments will be available from 11am onwards. A list of work 

will be produced on the day.  

 

1580. COUNCIL TAX REDUCTION SCHEME CONSULTATION 

The councillors expressed strong views on the consultation and rejected all the outlined 

proposals. It was agreed to write to the IWC requesting no change be made to the 

present system. It was unanimously felt that all the options resulted in additional funds 

being taken from the poorest members of society and this was not acceptable. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the PC rejects all proposals in the IWC council tax reduction scheme 

consultation and requests that no change is made to the present system. 

 

1581. ACTION PLAN 

As the present 3-year plan was due to end in March 2020, it was agreed that the original 

document needed to be revisited and updated. It was also agreed that it was time to 

undertake a new consultation exercise and that this was a major piece of work. Over the 

summer the original document will be checked and a small working group will be 

formed to start the new process in September. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the Action Plan 2017-20 will be overhauled, and a survey will be conducted in 

the autumn for a new plan to be produced for 2020-23 

 

1582. REPORTS 

• IWC – Cllr Hastings sent a report which was circulated. 

• CGCA – Cllr Phillips circulated a report which was noted. It was also noted that the 

PC had submitted a request to the CGCA for funds towards additional play 

equipment. 



 

4 

 

• IWALC – Cllr Whiteman circulated a report which was noted 

  

1583. FINANCE 

a) RESOLVED: 

That, the financial statements are accepted and approved  

b) RESOLVED: 

To pass the following accounts for payment:   

• M Warr - Salary June - £279.85 

• M Warr – bird spikes - £17.61 

• D Hayden – grass cutting - £120.00 

• Beardsalls – annual report leaflets - £42.00 

• D Jones -phone box paint - £42.00 

• HMRC – PAYE Qtr 1 - £3.20 

A total expenditure of £504.66 was agreed 

 

1584. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Election of Chairman 

• Action Plan 

 

1585. NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next monthly meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 2nd September 2019, 7pm at the 

Village Hall, Hollow Lane, Chillerton. 

There will not be a meeting in August, unless time bound issues arise. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.52pm. 

 

 

 

Signed ------------------------------------------                     Date. ----------------------------- 


