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             www.chillertonandgatcombe.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 19 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HOLLOW LANE, 

CHILLERTON, ISLE OF WIGHT, COMMENCING AT 7PM 

 

Present: Councillors Nigel Phillips (Chairman), Gillian Belben, Roland Payn, Juliet 

Davies and Peter Whiteman  

Also Present:  Mrs M Warr (Clerk)  

 5 members of the public, IW Cllr Steve Hastings 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

The subject of bio degradable dog bags was raised, and this was dealt with under the agenda 

item.  

 

1586. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Nigel Phillips was unanimously elected as Chairman of the Parish Council and will 

service until the Annual Meeting in May 2020. Cllr Belben was warmly thanked for her 

tenure.  

 

1587. APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received  

 

1588. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Cllr Phillips declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to the Chillerton and 

Gatcombe Community Association as he is Secretary to the Association. 

Cllr Whiteman declared a non-pecuniary interest in the matters relating to item 1590 

(new plans) as he has knowledge of the applicant. 

 

1589. MINUTES  

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 2nd July 19 were presented. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 2nd July 19 are approved as a correct 

record. 

 

1590. PLANNING 

New Plans – 19/00830/HOU, 19/00831/HOU (LBC) New Barn Cottage, Gatcombe Village 

Road, Demolition of extensions and garage outbuilding; proposed link attached side 

extension; construction of new garage and workshop plus internal alterations. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the Parish Council would raise no objection to the application 
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Appeal Dismissed – it was noted that appeal App/P2114/W/19/3225526, Barn on land to the 

north-west of Freewaters, New Barn Farm Lane, off Snowdrop Lane, Gatcombe, was 

dismissed. 

 

Breach of Planning Control  

Little Gatcombe Farm, Newbarn Lane – it was noted that discrepancies have been identified 

by IWC Planing Enforcement and investigations are ongoing. 

Newbarn Farm, Gatcombe – an enquiry has been submitted regarding unauthorised 

development and IWC Enforcement are investigating. 

 

1591. TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

• No 6 Bus Winter Sunday Service 

RESOLVED: 

That, Chillerton and Gatcombe PC will part fund, in partnership with Chale 

and Niton and Whitwell Parish Councils, the No 6 Winter Sunday service from 

6th October 2019 to 1st March 2020 at a cost of £202 per Sunday and £305 for 

Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 

• Brook Lane – It was noted that the resurfacing of Brook Lane was successfully 

completed on 22nd August. The residents are very pleased with the outcome and 

appreciation has been expressed to Island Roads.  

• Road Verges Workshop – Cllrs Belben and Whiteman attended the workshop on 

22nd August. The vision for the day was to obtain ‘a commitment by decision makers 

on the Isle of Wight Council to work with Plantlife, knowledgeable IW organisations and 

Island Roads to improve the management of verges as wildlife corridors.’ The outcomes 

reported by Richard Grogan from the AONB were further discussions on: 
• a broad strategy for road verges – within financial and contractual constraints 

• a review of road verges to see how useful a cut and collect machine would be given 

the variety of road verge topography on the Island 

• an awareness campaign amongst both residents and visitors with the involvement 

of VisitIW and local parishes – this will be timed once the new Plantlife guidelines 

have been published. 

C&GPC are the first parish to request timed cuts in certain areas and it is imperative that 

the contractors are monitored to ensure these arrangements are met. It was agreed that 

the verge management plan should be included in the three-year plan. It could be 

possible to gain assistance from the local farmers to fill any gaps, but funding may be 

necessary. Concern was raised that if town and parish councils adopt verges and carry 

out their own maintenance, additional training and insurance would be required. 

Although this would save money for the IWC it may impact on the local precept. 

However, IW Cllr Hastings reassured the meeting that this was not a cost cutting 

exercise and he was fully supportive of the initiative of the Parish Council. 

• Beco Bag – the report from Mr Holloway, who maintains the dog glove 

dispensers, was noted. The item on the disposal of the filled bags was corrected as 

the bags are burnt on collection. The dog glove contract will be discussed during 

the development of the three-year plan. 
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• Newport Rivers Group – it was agreed to join the Newport Rivers Group and Cllr 

Belben will be the representative 

• Notice Boards – as concern over the viability of the notice boards had been 

expressed by residents, it was agreed that these should be reconditioned annually 

with oil rather than varnish.  Oak tends to blacken when wet and the oil will help 

repel the water. In addition, the board at Gatcombe had overhanging trees which 

need loping and some drain holes were required inside the doors. Cllr Whiteman 

offered to take on this responsibility.  

RESOLVED: 

That, the notice boards outside the school and St Olaves’ would be 

reconditioned annually with oil and Cllr Whiteman would monitor the 

condition of the boards on a regular basis. 

 

1592. IW HUNT HOUNDS 

 Following a number of complaints regarding the IW hunt hounds, the EO, Bob Nelson, 

arranged a meeting which was attended by Huntsman/master Rupert Inglesant, PC Tim 

Campany and four members of the PC. It was agreed that this was positive, open 

meeting, and a way forward had been established. The PC, as the neutral party, offered 

to draw up a document to reduce tensions in the community. This will be circulated 

through YPM, displayed on the notice boards and letter dropped to residents in 

Gatcombe. In addition, posters and a press release will be made to ensure the 

information is available to the wider public. 

The main principles will be: 

• The daily exercise by pack will have staff front and back using bikes or horses according 

to the season. 

• The times will be from 7.15am for 1 ¼ - 1 ½ hours. 

• The route from kennels will be circular, taking in bridleways, footpaths and concrete road 

below Chillerton mast and will not cover any other public lane in Gatcombe, or Bridleway 

G10 between Rectory Lane and Garstons. 

• Faeces will be collected from Snowdrop Lane but not on bridleways, footpaths and 

farmland. 

 It was suggested that a three-month review should be put in place and it was agreed to 

put this to the Hunt and the EO. 

 RESOLVED: 

 That, the Parish Council would draft a document outlining a set of principles for 

exercising the hunt hounds to help ease tension in the community. This document will 

be made available in several different forms to ensure the widest possible coverage is 

obtained. 

 

1593. PLAY AREA 

A donation of £300, towards further equipment for the play area, had been received from 

the Scarecrow Festival. It was agreed to defer the decision on the type of equipment to be 

purchased until a future meeting. Pins had been obtained for the loose fencing and this 

will be addressed shortly.  It was noted that graffiti on the gate sign had been removed 

by the Environment Officer and Cllr Whiteman reported that the bird spikes appeared to 

be working on the swings as the seats are free of droppings. 
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1594. SPRUCE UP SUNDAY 

The event held on the 14th July had once again been a great success and thanks was given 

to all the volunteers that took part. Cllr Whiteman reported that the broken bench in 

Gatcombe had now been replaced and thanks was given to Graham Hatch for supplying 

the materials free of charge. 

Following the event, several residents had offered to take on maintenance on a regular 

basis and the following proposals were agreed: 

Doug Barber – Bus shelter at Gatcombe and Brook Lane bench 

David Thorpe – bench by Primary School 

Barrie Shaw – bus shelter opposite primary school 

Letters of thanks will be written to the volunteers. 

It was noted that some vandalism had taken place to the bus shelter in Gatcombe and Mr 

Barber had offered to make the repair. In addition, prices for replacement posts on the 

Village Green will be obtained. Cllr Whiteman offered to varnish the remaining benches 

in Gatcombe, and this was agreed. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the offer by residents to maintain several of the fixed assets is accepted. 

 

1595. ACTION PLAN 

It was agreed to the defer discussion on the action plan until a separate preparatory 

meeting had taken place. 

 

1596. IW BEST KEPT VILLAGE AWARD 

It was agreed that the Chairman would attend the awards on 26th September 7.30pm at 

the Island Innovation V1 Form Campus, Newport.  

 

1597. REPORTS 

• IWC – Cllr Hastings sent a report which was circulated. 

• CGCA – Cllr Phillips circulated a report which was circulated. It was noted that the 

AGM would be held on 9th September and new members of the Committee were 

required. 

• IWALC – Cllr Whiteman circulated a report which was noted 

• South Wight Parishes Health and Wellbeing Forum – Cllr Davies gave a verbal report 

and it was noted that the next meeting is on 5th September.  
  

1598. FINANCE 

a) RESOLVED: 

That, the financial statements are accepted and approved  

b) RESOLVED: 

To pass the following accounts for payment:   

• M Warr - Salary July/August - £566.10 

• Sovereign Play – remainder of play equipment and installation - £2292.77 (paid) 

• J Davies – Spruce up Sunday Expenses - £12.17 (paid) 

• G Hatch – Spruce up Sunday Expenses - £39.95 (paid) 
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• JRB Enterprises – dog gloves - £72.90 (paid) 

• D Hayden – grass cutting - £140.00 

• IWC – annual contribution towards Environmental Officer - £127.00 

A total expenditure of £3,250.89 was agreed 

 

c) Grant request – the request from the CGCA for £440 for refurbishment of the lounge 

chairs was deferred to the next meeting, as more information was required about the 

wider plans that were being put in place for refurbishment of the Reading Room. 

Members felt that a new Committee may have alternative proposals so it would be 

prudent to wait before making a decision.  

 

1599. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Election of Vice Chairman 

• Action Plan 

• Elders Lunch 

• Lost Way Project 

• Play Area 

 

1600. NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next monthly meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 1st October 2019, 7pm at the Village 

Hall, Hollow Lane, Chillerton. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed ------------------------------------------                     Date. ----------------------------- 


