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             www.chillertonandgatcombe.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2020 AT THE READING ROOM, MAIN ROAD, CHILLERTON, 

ISLE OF WIGHT, COMMENCING AT 7PM 

 

Present: Councillors Nigel Phillips (Chairman), Gillian Belben, Roland Payn,  

Peter Whiteman and Juliet Davies  

Also Present:  Mrs M Warr (Clerk)  

 5 members of the public  

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Ms Cardew asked again about the possibility of obtaining biodegradable dog waste bags. The 

Chairman said he would come back to her on this matter. 

 

1655. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from IWC Steve Hastings 

 

1656. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Cllr Phillips declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to the Chillerton and 

Gatcombe Community Association as he is Treasurer to the Association. 

Cllr Whiteman declared a non-pecuniary interest in the matters relating to Chillerton and 

Gatcombe Community Association as he is member of the Committee. 

 

1657. MINUTES  

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 7th January 20 were presented. 

It was noted that the VE Day picnic will now be held on 8th May, as it has been declared a 

public holiday. 

A letter of thanks had been received, from the Foodbank, for the £30 donation from the 

Elders Lunch. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 7th January 20 are approved as a 

correct record. 

 

1658. TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

Shooting Parties – No response had been received from any of the organisers of the 

shoots. Environmental Health had advised residents to keep a log of dates, times and 

type of disruption, with a view to officially approaching the landowners. Councillors 

were keen to take a more proactive approach, but no firm strategy was agreed. 

Hedgerow Clearance and Verge Cutting – This has once again been hampered by the 

weather but will happen as soon as there is a dry, calm spell. Cllr Belben reported that 

 

Chillerton & Gatcombe 

Parish Council 

http://www.chillertonandgatcombe.org/


 

2 

 

the Parish had been approved for the verge cutting trial by Island Roads and the 

identified areas will be cut on 6th and 7th February. Although a leaflet, from the AONB, 

explaining the trial cuts will be published later in the year, it was agreed to arrange some 

local publicity to explain to residents the rationale behind such an early cut. It was also 

suggested the Richard Wright at the County Press could be approached to write an 

article. 

G10 verge clearance – this clearance had successfully taken place. Cllr Belben had given 

the contractors detailed feedback on some areas that could have been cut closer, but it 

was agreed that this clearance should allow the wildflowers to bloom one more. 

Lost Path – the application has been hand delivered to IWC Rights of Way and the 

landowner sent a registered letter informing them of the request. 

Notice Board at Village Hall – the board has been repositioned and once the weather 

improves will be oiled and the doors eased. Cllr Whiteman agreed to make a small board 

for the Gatcombe area from the oak timber remaining from the bench repair.  

Utility Companies informing T&PCs of works in their area – at present utility 

companies and the EA are not obliged to inform T&PCs of upcoming works in their 

areas. However, if a system could be put in place this would enable T&PCs to inform 

residents much earlier and enable alternative access arrangements to be made. It was 

agreed to ask IWALC to take this forward as it was felt this is an Island wide issue.  

RESOLVED: to ask IWALC to take forward a proposal for utility companies and the 

Environment Agency to inform Town and Parish Councils of upcoming work in their 

area 

Concern was raised over the present work by Southern Water that has closed Bridleways 

G6 and G8 and Public Footpath G9. It seems this work could run until June and several 

unauthorised access points have already been made, due to no formal diversion being in 

place. A reply is awaited from IWC Rights of Way. 

Traffic through the Village – Cllr Belben recently reported to the Police a Staples tractor 

passing through the Village at high speed. PCSO Keefe dealt with the matter and it was 

noted that subsequently the same tractor came through very carefully and pulled over to 

allow cars to pass. Residents were urged to report any incidents of tractors travelling 

over 25mph. 

 

1659. IW HUNT HOUNDS AGREEMENT 

 This item was deferred from last month as there had been reports of violations to the 

agreement and further incidents were reported during January. It was agreed that 

another meeting was needed with the Police and the EO to discuss how to proceed. The 

comments from the residents would be taken on board and once recommendations have 

been obtained it was agreed to obtain legal advice from NALC on possible next steps. 

RESOLVED: that a meeting would be set up between the Police, Parish Council and 

Environment Officer to discuss how to proceed with an agreement regarding walking 

the hunt dogs, given the change in personnel at the Hunt and violations of the current 

agreement 
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1660. ACTION PLAN SURVEY AND BUDGET 2020/21 

The survey was discussed briefly. There had been 56 returns and some interesting 

comments had been made. The Chairman agreed to carry out a detailed analysis and 

report back to residents. The highest request was for a shop, but Cllr Payn gave first-

hand knowledge of the lack of viability for such a project. It was suggested the ‘Milk and 

More’ availability could be promoted once again. The Chairman suggested setting up a 

meeting for the organisation to talk to residents. This will be discussed further at a future 

meeting. 

RESOLVED: that, the Councillor Phillips would carry out analysis of the survey and 

compile a report for residents. 

The budget had been discussed in depth prior to the December meeting and had been 

held over in case any additional requests arose from the survey.  Therefore, it was agreed 

to set the precept at £10,500 for 2020/21. A copy of the budget is attached to these 

minutes. 

RESOLVED: that, the precept for 2020/21 is set at £10,500.  

 

1661. WHITECROFT PARK RESIDENT CONCERNS 

The letter of concern from Whitecroft Park residents, regarding the bus stop and the 

blind bend at Coxes Corner, was discussed. Although the Whitecroft Park development 

is just outside of the parish boundary, the standing water on Coxes Corner has been a 

concern for some considerable time. It was agreed to write a letter of support to the 

residents and raise at the next LAF meeting. In addition, the situation at Coxes Corner 

will be discussed with the District Steward. 

RESOLVED: that, a letter of support is sent to the resident’s association for a bus 

shelter and/or a change to the bus stop at Whitecroft Park. In addition, the problem of 

standing water on the blind bend at Coxes Corner will be once again discussed with 

the District Steward  

 

1662. REPORTS 

• IWC – Cllr Hastings was unable to attend but had sent a report which was circulated. 

• CGCA – Cllr Whiteman gave a verbal report on the recent meeting. The main points 

were noted as thanks expressed to the PC for the board outside the Village Hall and 

agreement to work with the Church, Hort Society and the PC for the event to celebrate 

VE Day. Agreement had been obtained from the National Trust to hold the picnic on 

the Downs but as yet not from the landowner. Once this is received the event will be 

publicised. A backup venue of the Village Hall has been suggested in case of 

inclement weather.  Concern was raised for the state of the Reading Room roof, which 

may result in a reassessment of the future financial planning.  

• IWALC – Cllr Whiteman gave a verbal report on the recent Executive meeting and the 

Infrastructure Workshop. The minutes of the meeting will be available and circulated 

in the near future. 

• South Wight Health and Wellbeing Forum – it was noted that Cllr Davies had stood 

down as the PC representative due to poor health. 
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1663. FINANCE 

a) RESOLVED: 

That, the financial statements are accepted and approved  

b) RESOLVED: 

To pass the following accounts for payment:  

• M Warr - Salary January - £283.05 

• C Phillips – Notice board re positioning - £300.00 

• Groundsells – verge cutting - £309.60 

• JRB Enterprises – dog gloves - £72.90 

A total expenditure of £965.55 was agreed 

 

1664. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Hunt hounds 

• Action Plan 

• VE Day picnic 

 

1665. NEXT MEETING  

The next monthly meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 3rd March 2020, 7pm at the 

Reading Room, Main Road, Chillerton.  

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 

Signed ------------------------------------------                     Date. ----------------------------- 


