
St Olave’s Church,
Gatcombe April 2019

Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted (details overleaf) about any issues and welcomes enquiries about
baptisms and marriages. Please note that his day off is usually Friday, but please leave him a

message and he will ring you back.

In plurality with St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke

Sunday 7
April

11 am Holy Communion Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Monday 8
April

10 am - 11 am Prayers for the
church

 & community
Sunday 14

April
11 am Palm Sunday

All-Age Worship
Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 22:14 – 23:56

Friday 19
April

10.30 am Good Friday

Sunday 21
April

11 am Easter Day
Holy Communion

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18

Sunday 28
April

6.30 pm Plurality Evensong Acts 5:27-32
John 20:19-end

Wednesday mornings
from 10.30am - noon

 at
Chapel Cottage, Main

Road, Chillerton.

The  deadline for all items for the April 2019 News is Friday April 19th.  Please send your articles for the
newsletter to: Jill Webster  -  jill.webster@outlook.com  or phone 01983 721483

Services for St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke can be found on the notice board in the church porch.

Those who know me well will know that I usually give up chocolate for Lent. And that means that I
usually have two reasons to look forward to Easter - as a great celebration and as the end of Lent! But even
before Lent ends, at St Mary's, Carisbrooke, we'll be starting our Easter commemorations, by having a
service on the evening of Maundy Thursday. This year this particular service will be something special, and
well worth coming to experience. It will be a chance to think about the events from Palm Sunday to Good
Friday in a new, experiential way, while remembering especially the last meal Jesus shared with his friends.

At St Olave's we'll also be starting our celebrations of Easter early, or perhaps I should say our
commemoration of Easter, as we start with our service on Good Friday. In many ways this will lead us on
from the Maundy Thursday service, fully into the events of Good Friday. This will be a solemn time, a chance
to think about what Jesus faced on that dreadful day. There will be plenty of time for personal reflection, but
hopefully we'll be left with a sense of hope rather than the full despair of the crucifixion.

And then on Easter Day we will truly celebrate, as the full joy and wonder of the Resurrection comes
upon us. Easter, perhaps even more than Christmas, is a time when we should be able to celebrate with
unrestrained joy. After the apparent total defeat of the cross, we find the wonder of the empty tomb. Imagine
how those first disciples felt, how their despondency was challenged by what they didn't find. Expecting a
wrapped body in a borrowed tomb, instead they found an empty tomb
with the grave clothes cast to one side. And imagine how their lives
were changed as it gradually dawned on them that the miraculous had
happened - Jesus had broken the bonds of death and risen from the
grave! As if that wasn't enough, Jesus even began to appear to His
followers, proving beyond all doubt that He was not bound by death.
Jesus was alive! It’s all we need to remember!             

STOP PRESS
Bishop Christopher
will be preaching at
the Sunday April 7th
service, which starts

at 11am. Please
come along and

meet him!!

mailto:jill.webster@outlook.com
mailto:Jill.webster@outlook.com


Rev Marcus Bagg:
01983 718908

Lay Reader: Elizabeth Peace:
01983 551415

Churchwardens:
Liz Taylor: 01983  721086
Nick Ward: 07900 191326

The Funeral of
Anthony Wellesley Rayner

was held at the IW Crematorium, followed by a
Service of Thanksgiving at Gatcombe Church

Friday March 15th 2019.

The Funeral of
Norah Morey

was held at Gatcombe Church on
Monday March 18th 2019.

If you would like to sponsor a month please indi-
cate on the chart /list (which is on the board inside
the church porch) - name, initials or a tick and let
the Hon. Treasurer, Tony Taylor, Meadowcroft,

Niton Road, PO38 3NZ have your donation.
Cheques to be made out to : Gatcombe PCC

4 Sunday month - £7.42
5 Sunday month - £9.28

The Funeral of
Richard Jeremy Franklin Donn
was held at Gatcombe Church on
Wednesday February 27th 2019.

Please mark Saturday April 13th at
9.30am in your diary and come
along to prepare the church, both
inside and out, to make sure it is
spotless for Easter.
Are you a digger or a duster? A
leaf-sweeper or a polisher? Come
along and give us a hand. As always there will be
yummy elevenses for all workers.

Double check your calendar so that Saturday
April 27th is marked in red!!! Come along between
10am and 12.30pm and a great selection of stalls
will be open for your Spring shopping! You can
also meet your friends at St Olave’s Coffee Shop
for hot drinks and homemade cakes. See you
there. Mine’s a black coffee and a slice of lemon
drizzle cake, please!!         

… pray for the troubled areas of the world where
there is poverty, shortage of water, food or
housing, fighting, political unrest or natural disas-
ters…
… pray for the proposed re-organisa-
tion of churches in the Newport area,
that whatever decisions are made will
be in unanimity with God's plans.

These meetings will be held in
The Reading Room, Chillerton on

Thursday April 11th starting at 7pm.

The Churchwardens for the next year will be
elected, and reports and the accounts for 2018

will be presented.
This is an important and interesting meeting -

 everyone in the parish is welcome to attend and
take the opportunity to comment and ask any

questions they may have.

No doubt rumours have been circulating
about the status of Gatcombe Church, especially
after articles in the Press.

Yes, reorganisation within the Diocese is in
the planning stages, some of which will affect par-
ishes on the Island. However, rest assured, St
Olave’s Parochial Church Council (the body re-
sponsible for our church) is involved in these dis-
cussions and working very hard to ensure total
commitment from the plans for the smooth continu-
ation of our small, but important parish.

If you would like to know more about the
potential reorganization, and would like an opportu-
nity to ask any questions you may have about it,
please come along to the church for the Sunday
Service on April 7th at 11am at which Bishop Chris-
topher will be present and will be preaching. After-
wards, over coffee, there’ll be an opportunity for
parishioners to speak with him.           

A complete revision of  St Olave’s Church Elec-
toral Roll has now been carried out. There are 46
people on the Roll, and this will be presented at

the APCM on April 11th 2019


