
St Olave’s Church,
Gatcombe

April 2020In plurality with St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke

Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted (details overleaf) about any issues and welcomes enquiries about
baptisms and marriages. Please note that his day off is usually Friday, but please leave him a

message and he will ring you back.

Sunday 5 April
(Palm Sunday)

Matthew 21:1-11

Friday 10 April
(Good Friday)

John 18:1 - 19:42

Sunday 12 April
(Easter Day)

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18

Sunday 19 April Acts 2:14a, 22-32
John 20:19-31

Sunday 26 April Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Luke 24:13-35

The  deadline for items for the May 2020 News is Friday April 24th.  Please send your articles etc. to:
jill.webster@outlook.com or phone 01983 721483

Sat in the last of Carisbrooke’s Parson’s Pantry, before they were closed down by the Coronavirus,
there was only one topic of conversation on everyone's lips! And it does seem as I write this that we’re getting
new advice about Coronavirus every other day, either from the Diocese or from the Government. I can follow
the best practice as I receive it, and make decisions for the church, but that is as far as I can go – or is it?. I
hope that you will all already be aware that we have now completely closed St Olave’s church building for the
time being, in line with churches across the Island. However, it is not stopping us from our worship and
prayer, although we’re having to find new ways to do so.

But it is what used to be called Christian charity that I really want us to dwell on. While this term is not
used so much in modern settings, many dictionaries define charity as “Christian love”.  This form of Christian
love is also described as agape love -- "the love of Christians for other persons, corresponding to the love of
God for humankind." Perhaps in all this we can take an example from the early church described in Acts. This
was a church learning how to care for each other as a community, and particularly for those in their midst
who were vulnerable. (For example, by the middle of the third century, the church in Rome was caring for
fifteen hundred widows and other poor persons.) This is where the modern Christian Church can perhaps
take the lead.

Of course, some isolation is going to be an inevitable consequence
of the current government instructions, unless, that is, the surrounding
community actively reaches out to include the isolated individual. We can
all be part of this reaching out. So I want to encourage you do two things,
the first of which is to follow the governments advice and stay at home
wherever possible. But the second is to use your telephone to call anyone
who you know might be feeling isolated, whatever their circumstances,
and let them know that you’re thinking of them. Let’s let God’s love flow
through us, and light a flame that spreads across our communities!

There will be no services in April, but you
might want to look up the readings. Marcus
will be sending out the readings sheets and
a homily each week via e-mail, along with

something to guide your daily prayers.

For daily prayers and readings people might
be interested in the CofE's LiveLent. To sign

up people can go to
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-

faith/living-out-our-faith/lent-holy-week-and-
easter/livelent-care-gods-creation
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Rev Marcus Bagg:
01983 718908
Lay Reader:

Elizabeth Peace:  01983 551415
Churchwardens: Liz Taylor - 01983  721086

Harriet Robinson - 01983 721766

Please continue to contribute to
the Foodbank…even more im-

portant in these uncertain times..
Thank you.

The Funeral of
Mary Lynn Mucklow

was held at St Olave’s Church on
Thursday March 5th 2020

We pray for our world in crisis due to the Corona-
virus…
…for those who are ill and those who care for
them…
…for all who have lost loved ones…
…for all facing financial difficulties…
…for the lonely and the anxious.

God be our comfort, our strength;
God be our hope and support;
God be our light and our way;
and the blessing of God, Creator,
Redeemer and Giver of  life,  remain with us now
and for ever. Amen  

With great sadness, as we know how much every-
one enjoys them and gives us amazing
support, we are cancelling the Wine-Tasting
evening in April and the Summer Market and Cof-
fee Morning in June. We will let you know about the
Ritz Tea in August, nearer the time.
Provisionally we are hoping to have the Wine-Tast-
ing next January when Jim will bring us wines from
the Loire Valley to cheer up a gloomy month.

Practical help lines have been organised in Chiller-
ton and Gatcombe by the parish council; for those
in that area the overall contact number is Nigel
Phillips (721382) and Marcus’s contact details are
in this news sheet for spiritual guidance. Church-
wardens can be contacted (details at the bottom of
the page) if needed.       

One of the biggest celebra-
tions of the year is coming,
and yet we will be unable to
celebrate it in our churches. I
am reminded of those people
around the world who still
worship in fear, unable to
publicly join together to praise God. We are not in
their shoes, but perhaps we can understand more
about what it is they feel, as we are forced by
circumstances to worship at home.
However, Easter will still be celebrated! The fact
that Jesus died and rose again is news that noth-
ing should prevent us from proclaiming. On Moth-
ering Sunday we asked people to place a lit
candle in their windows, at 7pm, as a real remind-
er that Jesus is the unquenchable light of the
world. We would like to suggest that this is done
every Sunday evening across the two parishes, by
as many as possible. There may be no passers-by
to see it, but by doing so we are uniting our
prayers as the scattered church. You might like to
use this simple prayer as you do so:
Heavenly Father,
whose Son is the light of the world;
help us in our current scattered state
to remain faithful to you, our Risen Saviour.
Amen.

We’re also thinking of new ways to celebrate the
Easter story, separated as we are, to remind us of
the power of God, and His gift for us. So do look
out for our suggestions of how we are going to be
able to make this Easter truly special! 

St Olave's APCM has been postponed, as it
cannot take place by digital means and it must
be held in person. The Bishop has advised that
the deadline for this meeting has been extended
to the end of October (instead of May). We’ll let
you all know the new date when things are able
to return to normal.   

Some of you may have been aware that Emily has
been exploring a vocation to ordination (becoming
a vicar).
This is a long process, involving interviews and
decisions by many people who explore whether a
candidate is called to this role.
The final and most recent step in this process was
a three-day selection panel in Ely. Following a week
of nail biting, the news came back that Emily was to
be recommended for ordination training.
In this time of uncertainty, Emily does not know
exactly where this training will be undertaken, but it
will start officially in September this year. Please
continue to pray for Emily and Marcus as they
discern where God is calling them.


