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Writing something topical and relevant, in a magazine that covers two months is always going to be
a challenge. However, when it’s this time of year perhaps it’s less of a problem! Because as the days shorten
and the weather gets colder our eyes in the church are firmly fixed on one event. But before I come to that, I
want to think about another event that we’ve just celebrated in our family – Thanksgiving. This is an American
holiday but, as my wife spent time in the States, it’s one we enjoy remembering. Perhaps it doesn’t mean as
much to us as it does to Americans, but we eat the ‘traditional’ foods (jelly with roast turkey anyone?) and
everyone says what they are thankful for.

But detached as we are in this country from Thanksgiving, the shops still want us to remember the
next day. Thanksgiving is almost irrelevant, and not mentioned, but I’m sure we have all heard of Black
Friday. Black Friday is traditionally the day after Thanksgiving. It’s one day a year, and it’s fixed for that day.
But that doesn’t stop the shops in this country encouraging us to take part in ‘Black Friday Sales’ that seem
to start three or four weeks before Black Friday, and continue well past the actual date. One day sales are
just not enough, it would seem!

In some ways, it seems the same can be said for Christmas – the shops
selling pumpkins and cobwebs for Halloween replaced them with gifts for
Christmas as soon as they could. And so the Christmas celebration tends to
extend back several months before the big day itself. But what about Christmas
Day itself? Is it as special as it should be for us? For Christians, it should be a
real day of joyful celebration. After all, it’s not every day that God gives us
something as precious as his Son! The presents that we give and receive are
only a dim reflection of that spectacular first Christmas gift.

It is not an optional extra for Christmas, or something that we can
disassociate from Christmas. Christmas is about one thing and one thing only:
Jesus. In all the festivities and presents, in all the overeating and celebration,
one thing should remain central in our thoughts – what a wonder it is to celebrate the birth of the Messiah.
Jesus is the reason that Christmas exists, a baby who was born King of Creation. And Christmas gives us all
the encouragement we need to fully look at the miracle of God’s love for humankind made plain for all to see.
And that’s as relevant in December/January as for the rest of the year!

Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted (details overleaf) about any issues and welcomes enquiries about
baptisms and marriages. Please note that his day off is usually Friday, but please leave him a

message and he will ring you back.

At this time of year, a time for ‘giving’, please spare a thought for those people less
fortunate and perhaps add an extra Christmas treat to your shopping trolley and

donate it to the IW Foodbank.



The Marriage of
Jaimie Unsworth & Adam Payne
was held at St Olave’s Church on

Saturday October 26th 2019

We give thanks for the approaching
festive season and the opportunities to
spend time with family and friends and
to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.
We remember those who may be lone-
ly, sick or in prison or for those for whom Christ-
mas is not a time of celebration.
We pray for wisdom for those politicians involved
in the forthcoming General Election and wisdom
too for the electorate when casting our votes.
We give thanks for our beautiful winter countryside
and the animals who live alongside us.
Help us to tread lightly on the earth and not waste
its precious resources.
Finally we remember those who work especially
hard at this time of year – the emergency services,
those running night shelters and food banks, and
also those who work hard to ensure that others
can enjoy rest and relaxation at  Christmas.

The Funeral of
Freddie Hawkes

was held at the IW Crematorium on
Wednesday November 13th 2019

The Ashes of
Ruth Jackman

were interred at St Olave’s Church on
Saturday October 12th 2019

After the excitement of the Satur-
day, Sunday’s Remembrance
Service was, quite rightly, a much
more solemn, reflective and re-
spectful time.
With no war memorials in our im-
mediate villages it was good to be
able to focus one’s attention on a magnificent net
of crocheted/knitted poppies draped over the altar
(especially during the two minutes’ silence). This
was donated to us by Waterside W.I. after adorn-
ing W.I. House in The Mall, Carisbrooke last year.
This project was initiated by Harriet and thanks to
her we are now the proud recipients of it.
Elizabeth Peace read the names from our Roll of
Honour, especially remembering those from our
village who lost their lives in the two World Wars,
and then led us through the special Service.
A collection of £150.60 was raised and given to
The Royal British Legion.    

St Olave’s was indeed a mar-
ket place buzzing with people
and activity and how colourful
it looked with the various stalls.
People seemed to be truly de-
lighted with the array of bags,
cards, jewellery, wood carving,
bric-a-brac, and other assorted
handcrafts on offer. What a
great time to buy those extra
special Christmas gifts.
St Olave’s own coffee shop, raffle and stall selling
a fantastic selection of cakes, preserves, honey,
novelties, wreaths etc. was a sight to behold in its
own right. A huge thank you to all those who
contributed to it.
The Fund-Raising Team and its helpers did an
amazing job preparing the church for the event
and rapidly restoring it to good order in readiness
for the following day’s Remembrance Service.
Thank you to them, too, and to all the folk who
turned out on a very wet Saturday morning.
(Wasn’t it worth it though when it raised a marvel-
lous £800+ for church funds?)

Rev Marcus Bagg:
01983 718908
Lay Reader:

Elizabeth Peace:
01983 551415

Churchwarden:
Liz Taylor:

01983  721086

There is something very soothing and relaxing
with time for reflection during our usual simple
Evensong, said, with hymns. However, what a
treat to sit back and listen to the unaccompanied,
melodic singing of the Canticles, Psalm and Re-
sponses by Cantus Vesperi during the November
Evensong.
It was a chilly, dark evening, but the joy generated
by the choir was palpable. The hymn singing was
enhanced too, what a difference a choir makes.
Thank you to Elizabeth for organising it and it is to
be hoped they will return (maybe during the lighter
summer evening!).  

The  deadline for items for the February 2020 News
is Friday January 17th.  Please send your articles

etc. to: jill.webster@outlook.com or
phone 01983 721483

mailto:jill.webster@outlook.com
mailto:jill.webster@outlook.com


Sunday 1 December 11 am Holy Communion Romans 13:11-end
Matthew 24:36-44

Sunday 8 December 11 am All-Age Service Isaiah 11:1-10
Matthew 3:1-12

Sunday 15 December 6.30 pm Carol Service

Sunday 22 December 11 am Holy Communion Isaiah 7:10-16
Matthew 1:18-end

Tuesday 24 December 4 pm Crib Service

Wednesday 25 December 11 am Morning Worship with
Holy Communion

Sunday 29 December 11 am Morning Worship Isaiah 63:7-9
Matthew 2:13-end

Sunday 5 January 11 am Holy
Communion

Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday 12 January 11 am All-Age Service Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-end

Sunday 19 January 6.30 pm Plurality Evensong Isaiah 49:1-7
John 1:29-42

Sunday 26 January 11 am Holy
Communion

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

Services for St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke can be found on the notice board in the church porch.

… An old Parish Magazine…
I recently came across a Gatcombe parish magazine for November 1898, and was surprised to

discover how much could be learnt from it.
Most of the main article was about the new organ, which was replaced in the 1922 by a new

instrument supplied by the Seelys. On the 28th October 1898 not just the organ, but the new pulpit and
lectern were dedicated. The last two are still with us.
 The organ was built by a London firm, Messrs Bishop and Son, with a frame of polished oak, and the
pipes are spotted metal. When it was being built, we are told that the church presented a rather mournful
appearance, strewn as it was with various implements. Such an amount there was of it!

The pulpit of Caen stone was made by Messrs Wippell and Co of Exeter. The firm still exists; indeed,
it was founded in 1789, the year of the French Revolution. Nowadays it is the firm where clergy and readers
buy gowns, cassocks and such like. It is possible that the design was from a catalogue, and we are told that
it was only just erected in time for the service. The gift was from the Langtons, tenants at Gatcombe House.
A tenant from another period, Mrs Lane, gave the lectern. The eagle is described as of dull brass, and the
pedestal of polished brass.
 The dedication service was on a Friday afternoon and included a recital. We are told that at 7 o’clock
there was a second service, this time “composed almost entirely of parishioners, to whom the time was more
convenient than the afternoon”.
The same magazine contains two other snippets of information -

“Mr and Mrs Downton have come to the house formerly occupied by Mr and Mrs Payne, Mr and Mrs
Plucknett to that of Mr and Mrs W Bullock, and Mr and Mrs Westmore to that of Mr and Mrs Morey”.     (What
more do we need to know?)

A Shakespeare Society has been commenced and at the two meetings which have been held “The
Merchant of Venice” was read.            

Finally… just a word of thanks to Elizabeth Peace and Richard Smout for their input, help and support
with the St O’s News during Marcus's sabbatical.


