
St Olave’s Church,
Gatcombe February 2019

Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted (details overleaf) about any issues and welcomes enquiries about
baptisms and marriages. Please note that his day off is usually Friday, but please leave him a

message and he will ring you back.

In plurality with St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke

Sunday 3
February

11 am Holy Communion Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40

Monday 4
February

10 am - 11 am Prayers for the
church

 & community
Sunday 10
February

11 am All-Age Worship Luke 5:1-11

Sunday 17
February

6.30 pm Plurality Evensong 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

Sunday 24
February

11 am Holy Communion Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25
Luke 8:22-25

The  deadline for all items for the March 2019 News is Friday February 15th.  Please send your articles for
the newsletter to: Jill Webster  -  jill.webster@outlook.com  or phone 01983 721483

Services for St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke can be found on the notice board in the church porch.

Wednesday mornings
from 10.30am - noon

 at
Chapel Cottage, Main

Road, Chillerton.

I was recently reading about the early Christian martyrs, and was reunited with
a name that I had not come across in quite a while: Polycarp. While this might sound
like the answer to a joke (what do you get if you cross a parrot with a fish?), the Greek
name actually translates as ‘much fruit’, which is singularly apt when you know more
about Polycarp.

Polycarp was the Bishop of Smyrna, one of the oldest settlements of the
Mediterranean basin, and the site of the modern city of Izmir which is on the east coast
of the Aegean, in ‘modern-day’ Turkey. His ministry lasted for over forty years, until he
was arrested by the Romans. When the Roman proconsul ordered him to renounce
his faith and to declare that “Caesar is Lord” the elderly Polycarp refused, saying “I have been Christ’s
servant for eighty-six years and he has done me no harm. Can I now blaspheme my King and my Saviour?”
When he would not renounce his faith, Polycarp was sentenced to be burnt at the stake.  However, it is said
that the flames miraculously stood like a wall around him, and that it therefore took a stab to the heart to kill
him, at which he bled so much that his blood actually quenched the fire!

Whether you believe in such miracles or not, it is a fact that Polycarp was an important figure. The
Christian cleric Irenaeus, who claimed to have heard him speak, stated that he was a disciple of Saint John
the Apostle. He was certainly a revered teacher and church leader, and a service was held over his buried
bones on 23rd February each year, the date of his martyrdom. And yet Polycarp did no more than what he
thought was right. His refusal to worship Caesar had nothing to do with mere stubbornness, but came from
his conviction of what was true. For him, it was better to suffer death than to renounce his faith.

I wonder how many of those who call themselves Christians today would have such absolute faith. Or
would we turn aside and allow our own safety to overwhelm our beliefs? One thing is certain, Polycarp’s
conviction makes him stand out, and his willingness to stand up for the truth can teach us all something: there
are some things worth suffering (and sometimes even dying) for! I wonder what those things are for you?
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Rev Marcus Bagg:
01983 718908

Lay Reader: Elizabeth Peace:
01983 551415

Churchwardens:
Liz Taylor: 01983  721086
Nick Ward: 07900 191326

The Funeral of
Paddy Sonia Joan Croydon-Fowler

was held at Gatcombe Church on
Monday January 7th 2019

…give thanks to God for our families, friends and
neighbours, and for having spent special times
together over Christmas…
…continue to pray for those we know
who do not yet know Jesus as their
Saviour…
…pray for God’s blessing and the
guidance and inspiration of the Holy
Spirit on our services, Bible Study
and Prayer Group.   

When visiting St Olave’s you will notice that there
is some security fencing outside the West Door of
the Church Tower.
One half of the central Grotesque recently broke off
and fell to the ground. We have had the rest of the
Tower stonework inspected but as with any old
building there is always a risk of frost damage
during the winter months.
As a precaution we would advise visitors to keep
clear of the base of the Tower whilst the fencing is
in place.              

At present this piece is written
for the Newsletter by a member of the Parochial
Church Council. Would you like to be responsible
for a month?  If so, please let Elizabeth know and
you will be allocated a month.
     Tel. 551415 or email ep.wight@gmail.com

One could have hoped for a better attendance at
the Carol Service, but those who braved the hide-
ous weather enjoyed a welcoming, warm and
joyful hour listening to the time-honoured readings
of the Christmas story, singing the beautiful, well-
known Carols, and giving and receiving Christmas
Greetings over fruit punch and mince pies after-
wards.
A bonus, as ever, was listening to a couple of solo
renditions by Eleanor Riley (always a joy even
when she does have a cold). The church was
beautifully illuminated (as it was for the rest of the
festive season) outside, thanks to Nick, and inside
with tree, candles and floral arrangements, thanks
to the Fund-Raising Team and flower arrangers.
Lyndon had not lost his touch on the organ, de-
spite not having played for a couple of months.
Lyndon reported to me that the school’s Christin-
gle Service, with a packed church of children,
teachers, parents and friends, was a truly memo-
rable service. Marcus, interacting with the chil-
dren, had them ‘in the palm of his hand’ (to use a
common phrase!) and their singing raised the roof.
Marcus really has a gift with children as was
shown again at the Crib Service. Children poured
into the church, along with their families, some
already dressed in costumes, others eager to
dress up in the Church’s Nativity costumes.
However often one hears the Christmas story, it is
always magical to listen with children and watch
them creating a tableau of the characters. Two
Marys, innkeepers - doubling as shepherds -
angels with slipping headdresses… who cares, it
adds to the charm. Despite wanting to rush home
for Father Christmas, children lingered to enjoy
refreshment and Liz’s yummy gingerbread.
To prepare for the excitement of Christmas Day, it
was good to have quiet reflection at the Midnight
Service. Sadly we were few in number, but those
who came were enveloped in the warm fellowship
of Christmas Communion.
Families were also able to join in with one of

Marcus’s informal, short
services on Christmas
Day before sitting down
to their Christmas din-
ners.
A Happy New Year to
you all. 

Tickets will be on sale soon for this exciting
evening on Saturday 15th June.

 A specially written murder mystery will take place
with a buffet supper and a complimentary glass of

fizz to be enjoyed as the evening progresses.
Tickets will cost £15 and are available from Liz

Taylor on 721086, Harriet Rob-
inson on 721766 or Elizabeth

Peace on 551415.
 PLEASE BOOK EARLY as this
is a big event to organise and
we need to know numbers as

soon as possible.


