
St Olave’s Church,
Gatcombe October 2019

In plurality with St Mary’s Church, Carisbrooke

Sunday 6
October

11 am Harvest Festival John 6:25-35

Sunday 13
October

11 am Holy Communion 2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Luke 17:11-19

Sunday 20
October

6.30 pm Plurality
Evensong

2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5
Luke 18:1-8

Sunday 27
October

11 am Holy Communion 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

The  deadline for items for the
November 2019 News is Friday
October 18th.  Please send your

articles etc. to:
jill.webster@outlook.com or

phone 01983 721483

Suppose you went into your usual shop where you buy your food and found all the shelves empty?
‘What’s happened?’ you’d ask an assistant. ‘Why is there no food?’

‘Oh, it wasn’t a very good harvest, we won’t have much food till next year.’
Most of us are used to being able to buy all the food we want any time of the year. This is not the case

for everyone and we should thank God, specially at harvest time, for His gift of food.
 The year 1842 was a particularly hungry period, but the harvest in 1843 was a good one. That
September Revd Robert Steven Hawker, who was the vicar in Morwenstow in Cornwall, summoned his
parishioners to meet him in church on the first Sunday in October for a service of Harvest Thanksgiving.  The
idea was soon taken up by others and the modern Harvest Festival began. St Mary’s held their Harvest
Festival service in September and St Olave’s is on October 6th.

Several traditions have grown up around harvest. A feast used to be held at the start of harvest. When
the first wheat was cut the flour produced was made into special little loaves. These were taken to church
and used at a Holy Communion service on the first day of August – a rather early harvest! This was called
‘loaf-mass’ which was shortened to ‘Lammas’ and is still known as Lammas Day in some parts of Britain.
Possibly this was the start of the traditional harvest loaf shaped like a sheaf of corn used as a decoration at
harvest time.

Thanksgiving Day in the USA, celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November, had its origins in the
autumn of 1621 when the pilgrims who had crossed from Europe gathered their first harvest. President
George Washington decreed in 1798, that one day each year should be kept as Thanksgiving Day. It is a
national holiday.

We hear quite a lot about the enormous amount of food wasted in the UK.  Those of us who remember
food rationing (I only just remember it!) learnt at an early age that wasting food was unacceptable.

As we thank God for our food and celebrate harvest, also give thanks
for those who provide our food: our farmers and fishermen who work very
long hours, in all weathers and often in dangerous conditions.

I find it very sad that Food Banks are necessary, not only in the UK,
but other parts of the world too. Thank you to all who make donations,
organise the distribution of the food and provide a welcome coffee or tea and
a listening ear at distribution centres.

We have so much to thank God for:
All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above,
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord.,

 For all His love.
 (Lay Reader – St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe)
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Rev Marcus Bagg:
01983 718908

Lay Reader: Elizabeth Peace:
01983 551415

Churchwardens:
Liz Taylor: 01983  721086
Nick Ward: 07900 191326

Loneliness knows no age barrier.
It creeps upon young and old alike,
reaching into the soul.
Remember the lost in your prayers
and hold out a hand in friendship.

A steady stream of folk turned up for the
coffee morning and those who did were greeted
with Roy Earley's fantastic array of plants, garden
produce and flowers - so popular, he all but sold
out.

Alongside that was a cake stall, a pre-
serves stall, a bric-a-brac stall and of course, a
raffle! Not forgetting, of course, the 'coffee shop'
with its usual array of delicious cakes.

A big ‘thank
you’ goes to Roy and
Joan, all those who or-
ganised it and to all
those who supported it.
A very respectable
£400 was raised for the
ongoing upkeep of our
church.

The Funeral of
Audrey Hounsham

was held at Gatcombe Church on
Tuesday September 24th 2019

A beautiful late summer day outside, but
autumn is nearly here. We are celebrating the
Harvest Home at the church, as has probably
been done for centuries.

On Saturday October 5th we will be
holding our Harvest Supper in the church at
7pm…. a Ploughman’s Supper, followed by apple
crumble. No tickets, but it would help if we had an
idea of how many people will be coming - so we
don't run out of ploughmen!!! Please ring either
Liz Taylor on 721086 or Harriet Robinson on
721766 to let us know.

No set price, but donations please for the
supper - with all profits, after costs, going to The
Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution and The
Haylands Project.

On Sunday October 6th we will hold our
Harvest All-Age Service at 11am. Everybody is
very welcome to join us.

If you would like to make a ‘Harvest Dona-
tion for the 21st Century’, in the form of non-
perishable food, packets and tins of food - these
would be gratefully received and will be given to
the IW FoodBank.

Harvest Time at St Olave’s

Please note that Rev Marcus is taking a
sabbatical until November 1st. Please contact

Elizabeth, Liz or Nick for any help or information
you may need until that date.

Saturday November 2nd
Gardening gloves at the ready - more details

next month!

Churchyard Autumn Clear-Up

Christmas Craft Market
  #whisperingthis!

Not to be missed on
Saturday November 9th

For all your Christmas shopping - more details
nearer the time!!!


