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Chairman’s Annual Report 2015/2016 

Annual Financial Report  

Years-      2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 

Secured Income    £11,067 £ 7,530  £ 7,700  £ 8,159  

Incurred Gross Expenditure  £11,396 £ 5,693  £ 5,225  £ 7,006  

 Net Surplus/Deficit   -£329  £ 1,837  £ 2,475  £ 1,093  

Reserve & balance bt.  fwd.  £10,832 £ 8,995  £ 6,520  £ 5,427  

RESERVE / SURPLUS cr. fwd 
to next year.    £10,503 £ 10,832 £ 8,995  £ 6,520 
 Please Note - this report is based on figures that are at present unaudited . 
 Comparable figures for earlier years are also shown. 
 

Overview                                                                                                                                                               

This year our expenditure exceeded the budget for 2015/16 and used the reserve budget 

that had been building up over the past 9 years. We also received additional income of 

£3,356 from other bodies for important projects. More details of these projects will be given 

later in this report.                                                                                                                                     

After five years of maintaining the precept at the same level, in 2016/17 due to new 

projects and responsibilities our precept will increase by 16.5%.  Details of all planned 

expenditure are now available on our web site.  

Councillors 
Chairman John Kingston resigned at the beginning of 2016. We thank him for 11 years of 
service, particularly his expert knowledge of planning regulations and monitoring of the 
work of IWALC (Isle of Wight Association of Local Government). Vice-Chair Gillian Belben has 
taken over this role until a formal appointment can be made in May 2016.  
In addition we have Councillors Sue Barber, Steve Rowntree and Phil Slater. There is 
therefore a vacancy that we need to fill to bring us to the usual complement of five. 
 
The following detailed report on activity is based on the income and expenditure lines found 
in our budget documentation. 
 
Governance 
We continue to rely on and appreciate the support of Clerk and Responsible Financial 
Officer Maxine Yule. As the IW Council continues the process of devolution of certain 
responsibilities the role of Clerk is becoming more complex and challenging. Max ensures 
that we have copies of all updated financial reports, budget trackers, bank statements and 
income and expenditure accounts before each council meeting, and in addition is guiding us 
through the process of taking on new responsibilities and liaising with other groups and 
organisations. 
Max also keeps track of ongoing governance costs such as utilities, auditing and advertising. 
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Grounds maintenance 
We maintain Chillerton Green, the play area and various bins, benches and notice boards. 
Councillor Steve Rowntree works hard doing regular weekly inspections of the play area, 
clearing of litter and maintenance of safety. We also thank David Hayden for grass cutting 
and clearance. An additional dog bin has been placed at the beginning of the bridleway at 
the top of Billingham Shute and we continue to provide plastic bags for dog walkers. Thank 
you to Steve Holloway for maintaining the bag dispensers and to all the people who use this 
service, although it is unfortunate that dog mess is still being found in places such as the 
Green and the path to the play area, as well as in bags on verges and in hedges. Our shared 
Environment Officer Bob Nelson is making regular patrols to try and control this problem. 
 
Programmes 
Traffic and Roads 
From reading of regular updates in the quarterly parish newsletter you will see that despite 
huge efforts and the backing of the majority of residents and the school we have been 
unable to influence the way traffic passes through Chillerton and its access roads, either in 
terms of speed or parking. We will continue to lobby for this by keeping our requests on the 
IW Council’s Network Integrity and Improvement Register, and working with the school to 
improve safety in that area. We have allocated a budget for this in 2016/17 in the 
expectation that a financial contribution to the central fund will leverage action. 
We have had more success with setting up a parish council communications link with Island 
Roads to expedite maintenance and improvement to the network. Thus far a number of 
residents have used this link to address a range of problems and requests: overhanging 
trees, repeat flooding, blocked ditches and gullies, road and bus shelter repairs. 
 
Public Transport 
Following a consultation exercise where significant hardships were discovered as a result of 
the Southern Vectis reduced winter service for the No6 bus and cancellation of the No35 
bus, this parish council took the lead in negotiating the restitution of a Sunday and Public 
Holiday Service for the No6 bus, and agreed to split the cost of this with Chale, and Niton 
and Whitwell Parish Councils. In 2015/16 our financial contribution to this service was 
£1,094. A budget has been set to maintain this service in winter 2016/17 and we will 
continue to share costs with other parishes along the route. We are also lobbying Southern 
Vectis to put double decker buses on the route at busy times, and thank landowners who 
have trimmed back trees and hedges to make this possible. We were successful in 
negotiating a route change to the No6 bus in Newport to help less mobile residents get 
through the town. 
Finally the council funded a Christmas shopping trip to Newport for residents who found it 
very difficult to use the scheduled service due to long waiting times and heavy bags. 
 
Play area enhancement 
The fence surrounding the play area was in very poor condition and as a result we have paid 
for a replacement. Again, thank you to Steve Rowntree for facilitating this. 
 
Planning for the future 
Sue Barber has been leading on the delivery of a parish survey to inform a 5-year plan on 
future activities in the parish. Survey results and a draft plan will be ready for publication in 
April/May 2016. Sue is supported in this project by Phil Slater, Mike Powell and Gillian 
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Belben. Prior to this in 2015 we distributed a Parish Profile and Directory to every household 
in the parish, a source of information on geography, amenities, organisations and contacts 
for key services. 
 
Village events 
Our budget in 2015/16 was used for a Christmas lunch for residents at the village hall. Thank 
you to the Community Association and all the volunteers for making this such a happy 
occasion. In 2016/19 we plan an event to celebrate the 90th Birthday of the Queen. 
 
Environmental Improvement 
We planted 1,000 bulbs under the trees on the village green with the help of local families. 
Thank you to Debs Goodenough for advice on this. Due to high winds we have had some 
damage from falling trees round the stream and will be clearing these in the near future. 
Further improvements will be planned in 2016/17.  
We applied successfully for a grant of £1,500 from the AONB to renovate and re-plant a 
hedge alongside a footpath between Brook Lane and the church. We will maintain the new 
hedge over the next four years. Thank you to Sally Cardew, Michael and Leonie Terry for 
providing volunteer labour, and landowner Steve Harvey for the hedgerow. 
We also worked with the Isle of Wight Ramblers to identify a chain of four stiles on 
Chillerton Down that could be converted to gates to allow easier access for walkers. Two 
gates were funded by the parish council and two by Jill Luscombe and Sally Cardew. 
With the support of Ward Councillor Bob Seely we continue to communicate with Southern 
Water and IW Planning Enforcement over their failure to adequately screen the waste water 
treatment centre on the edge of the parish. Southern Water have thus far not complied 
with planning requirements.  
We are committed to making environmental improvements to our very rural parish and 
have allocated a small budget for this in 2016/17. If parishioners have any suggestions for 
how this budget could be used, please contact one of your councillors. 
 
Devolved services 
As mentioned in the Governance section above, the IW Council is involved in devolving 
some of its services to towns and parishes. As a small parish with very few ‘amenities’ we 
have so far only been asked to support the work of Environmental Officers and a Planning 
Enforcement team. A small budget has been set aside for this. 
 
Donations 
In 2015/16 we allocated £400, disbursed on a quarterly basis, to organisations or groups of 
residents who would like to apply for matched funding. This could cover anything from 
equipment, to training costs, to an event or a visit. In 2015/16 we donated to the 
community association, the school gardening club and grass cutting at St Olaves. In 2016/17 
we have set aside £250. We don’t receive enough applications so please consider this 
option.  
 
Finally, on behalf of Max, Sue, Steve, Phil and myself thank you to all residents who take the 
time to come to our monthly meetings, take part and raise important issues. In 2016/17 we 
will be holding meetings at the school, the village hall and the church to make us more 
accessible. So please look out for the timetables on parish notice boards. 
 
Gillian Belben, Acting Chair 


