
     Chairman’s Report 2011/2012 
 
Parish Councillors:-John Kingston, Dee Ferris, Paul Hutchings, Steve Holloway and Nigel Shaw. The Parish Clerk is 
Maxine Yule. 
My thanks go to them for their work in the past year, attendance at meetings remains high, and Councillors remain 
enthusiastic and continue to serve the parishioners well.  
 
Ward Councillor is Peter Bingham, who attends most of our meetings and continues to pass on interesting news 
from County Hall, and take up matters on our behalf when asked. We remain grateful to him for his efforts, as he 
has a large ward to represent with a number of Parish Councils. 
 

Brief Financial Report 2011/12 
During the year we secured Gross Income of             £ 8,876              (£ 7,893)  
Incurred Gross expenditure of              £ 5,744            (£ 12,961) 
 Net surplus (deficit 2010/11)             £ 3,132           (-£ 5,067) 
 Add Reserves and balance brought forward            £ 2,295   (£ 7,362) 
 
A reserve and surplus to be carried forward                        £ 5,427   (£ 2,295) 
This report is based on figures that are at present UNAUDITED. Figures shown in brackets are for 2010/11  
 
Precept for 2012/13 
The precept for 2012/2013 remains at £7530.15. This decision was taken in light of the current financial climate. 
Some work may need to be delayed as a result of this, but it was felt that this was the best course to take for the 
next financial year. 
We continue to “talk” to parishioners by the parish newsletter, which as you know is delivered to every household in 
the Parish. We believe that this gives most people a chance to keep up with the work of the Council quite easily. 
The council also has a website, which until now has been provided free by County Hall. The service has become 
less effective as cuts have been made at that level, and as a result we decided to arrange our own website provided 
by a private Island based company. We successfully applied for some funding to help with start up costs, and we 
should soon have our own site in place. This will contain all meeting details and minutes etc, and will be another 
way for parishioners to keep in touch with events. 
 
The Parish Council has a number of assets which it maintains, such as the children’s play area and village green 
etc. The play area has had no major work done during the last year, partly due to lack of funds. It is hoped that the 
matting around each piece of equipment can be renewed, and we are currently trying to build up reserves for this to 
be done. The current matting is getting old and needs regular cleaning and upkeep to pass the annual inspection. 
We hope that this may be done in the next year (2012/13). 
 
The grass cutting contract for the play area and the village green is our second largest cost each year, but last year 
quite significant savings were made by awarding the contract to David Hayden. He does a great job in keeping the 
grass tidy at a reduced cost to previous years, and is a bonus that we are helping a Parish business as well. 
 
The community spirit found in the Parish continues to grow each year, and the last year has seen further events 
taking place to prove that village life is very much in bloom. We now have regular Saturday morning meetings at the 
village hall, where much tea and cake is scoffed, people can catch up with their friends and locally grown or made 
produce can be bought. These are very well attended, and should be even better as the year progresses, as the 
organisers have secured some funding to help them set up an allotment at the school to increase output.  
There are also regular quiz evenings, which continue to flourish, providing much enjoyment for those attending, and 
some much needed funding for village events.  
 
My only concern is that all these events take place with little or no support from the residents of Gatcombe .We 
would really welcome more of them joining in with these fun events. As the saying goes “try it you might like it”!! 
People living in Roslin and Loverstone, regularly participate and really enjoy the feeling of belonging to a wider 
community. 
 
May 2013 will see the next elections for the Parish Council, and we rarely have enough people standing to actually 
require a vote to take place.  As a result the Council is to have a series of events to raise the profile, in the hope that 
we can generate more interest and therefore have an election. Being a Councillor gives all parishioners the chance 
to be an integral part of local life, and make a difference. Please come along or speak to a councillor or our Clerk 
who can give you an idea of what is required. 
Our meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at the school, see notice boards for agendas etc. 
Refreshments are supplied, and you can see what actually happens. 
 

Nigel Shaw – Chairman, Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council – March 26th 2012 


