E

Well…the newsletter is here even if summer hasn’t quite arrived yet.
Re-live the fun and enthusiasm of the very
successful third Scarecrow Festival! How will
Doug and the team of willing volunteers top that,
you might ask? Well…Doug already has the date
in his diary for a start! May 23rd 2015!
Rob Marshall is the subject of Focus On this time, and there are all your
favourites including Nature Notes from the Nuttery, eco-information and news
and updates from around the parish.
Read all about St Olave’s very popular 50/50 Clothes Sale and there is
news too about the forth-coming Chillerton Fair - a combination of the school’s
summer fair and May Day which promises to be a day which brings the whole
community together.
Deadline for items for the AUTUMN newsletter is August 13th 2013
(Jill Shaw. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP.
Tel. 721483 or email jill.f.shaw@mail.com)

Chillerton Water Action Group
Correspondence has been ongoing between myself
and the Company Secretary of Southern Water and maintaining a friendly and professional exchange, as, from previous experience, I have found this to be more conducive for
negotiations.
He has advised that they have an update available now which includes the presentation of maps and other
documents now that they have completed their initial enquiries but he advises that the quantity and scale of them are
such that a meeting is needed as they are not really suitable to send by e-mail.
We are now liaising to arrange a suitable date for the meeting at the
Riverside in Newport which myself, IW Cllr Bob Seely, George Nightingale,
John Kingston and, hopefully, MP Andrew Turner will be attending.

URGENTLY needed - flat and practical children's and teenagers'
shoes in good condition for a Children's Home in Romania.
If you can help please contact Felicity on 721009 or
f.farnham@btinternet.com
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Well, what can I say, you’ve done it
again: another great festival with approximately 90 exhibitors altogether. So, a huge
thanks to everyone who participated.
The time and effort that you have all
put into making your scarecrows is truly
incredible, and the standard is remarkable.
Give yourselves a big pat on the back, and
just think of all the smiling faces and happy
memories that you have helped to create.
Visitors were well up on 2011 and there
have been thousands, not just hundreds.
passing through. In fact the Village Hall AKA
“the tearooms” served over 800 people in
the first three days of the festival.
I’m afraid I can’t tell you what money
we have made just yet, as this newsletter is
going to print before we can get all those
figures sorted out; however, as in previous years, the local Parish facilities will
benefit.
Our judges, Lucy Morgan and Matt White
from IoW Radio had a very tough time coming to
their decisions, but in the end first prize, including
the Ann Dent cup, went to Frank and Candace
Quinton from 1 Chillerton Barns for their Pirate
theme.
Second place went to Toby and Ella
Beardsall for Scooby-Doo, whilst Carol Owen
scooped third place with The Pied Piper.
Two other entries, Jack Lumber by Vanessa
White of 1 Hill Farm Cottage, Gatcombe, and Mr
Sunshine by Phil Slater of April Cottage, Chillerton, both received a special prize from IoW Radio.
Several other exhibits were given special mention by our judges, as being of a very high standard. They included The Chelsea Pensioner by
Jenny Downe of Freewaters, The Enormous Turnip by Nigel and Angela Gore of 5, Sheat Cottages, Loraine and Sham Payne’s
exhibit (which we have called Flower Power), at Misty Dale, and the Doctor and
Patient at 11, Lansdown Gardens, made by Angela and Grahame Allen.
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Thanks once again to the army of people
who helped to organise the festival again this year.
As I have said previously, in 2010 and 2011, I can’t
possibly mention everyone by name, but you all
know who you are. We have our various teams of
people who cover such things as Door Knocking,
Catering, Road Signs, Advertising, Poster Distribution, Artwork and Photography, Website updates
etc. We have the Scarecrow Committee of course.
Then there are all those of you who have rallied
round to bake such lovely cakes for us to sell in our
tea room AKA the Village Hall.
My sincere heart-felt thanks go out to each and
every one of you. Thank you so much!
Incidentally, to all of you who made cakes,
the committee is only too pleased to remunerate
you for the cost of the ingredients that you have

used, if you would like to get in touch with us.
Special thanks to Mr Trevor Fordham, from
Brooklyn who, whilst he doesn’t actually reside
here full time as yet, has donated the prize
money again this year, for the third year running. This is very much appreciated.
Don’t forget to check out your scarecrow photographs on our website which you
can access via
www.gallybagger.org.uk
<http://www.gallybagger.org.uk>
or
www.gatcombeandchillertonscarecrows.co.uk
<http://www.gatcombeandchillertonscarecrows
.co.uk>
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Please Help! Scarecrows wanted!
There are two options that I wish to put
to you all.
After the event, why not enter your
scarecrow into the Horticultural Show on Saturday 27th July. For more details contact Gillian
Belben on 721519.
And Alex Dyke from the BBC has asked
if I can give him some scarecrows for a special
fund raising event to be held in August to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of Wight Crystal
Water. Some of you will know that this company
employs adults with
learning difficulties and
they do a great job.
If you can spare your scarecrow, please let me know
ASAP and I will collect it from you.

STOP PRESS!
We have just been informed that one of our visitors was
so impressed with the festival that he has set up a
group on Flickr called “Gatcombe and Chillerton Scarecrow Festival” for anybody wishing to share their images in one place. If you want to look at the site, or add
your own pictures, go to
http://www.flickr.com/groups/gallybagger/
Below is just one of several E-mails, which I have
received since the festival, ended, and which I think sums up the feelings of our
visitors.
Thank you so much for creating all the
wonderful scarecrows, they are absolutely brilliant and everybody has smiles
on their faces when they see them!
Please do not give up doing these every
year!
Best wishes, Claire
Looking forward to your further
support in 2015. Doug Barber Tel:
01983 721128. Mob: 07891136502 or
E-mail doug.barber@zen.co.uk
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45 pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month - Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 8 pm.

HAPPY CIRCLE

2nd & 4th Mondays. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm

THURSDAY CLUB

2nd Thursday. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm

2 pm.

SCHOOL
July 7

Joint School and Village Summer Fair

July 15

Sports Day

July 22

Last day of term for children

July 23

Development Day

September 5

Children return to school

ST. OLAVE’S
August 31

“Tea at the Ritz”- St Olave’s - style. 3pm- 5pm.

JOINT VILLAGE &
SCHOOL FAIR
July 7

Chillerton School. 11am until 3pm.

PARISH COUNCIL

Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.

July 1
August 5
September 2
QUIZ

Chillerton School unless otherwise stated.
Date to be arranged.

HORT. SOC.

Chillerton Club unless otherwise stated.

July 27

Flower Show. Sheat Manor. 2pm.

September 6

Show Report and AGM. 7.30pm.

VILLAGE MARKET

Chillerton Village Hall 10 a.m. - noon.

July 6

Market and Cafe

July 13

Market Only

August 3

Market and Cafe

August 17

Market Only

September 7

Market and Cafe
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Mobile Foot Health Professional

Tel: 721987 Mob: 07799 334900
E-mail: stevenlongfootcare@aol.co.uk

Foot health check and advice – Nail trimming.
Reduction of thickened or ‘bulky’ nails.
Removal of Corns – removal of Callus (hard skin).
Treatment of nail and skin fungal infection.
Cracked heels.
Diabetic, elderly and general foot care advice.
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
The Chillerton Beauty Fuchsias were the most popular sale at our
spring plant sale! This year we were very grateful to join with the Village Market
and their Cafe and were pleased to raise £108 for our funds. There was a good
variety of flower and vegetable plants and our grateful thanks go to all those
who donated them and also the buyers.
A large number of Show volunteers and helpers gathered at Northcourt
Manor, Shorwell, for a 'thank-you' picnic organised by the Horticultural Society.
We were welcomed by John Harrison, the owner of the Manor, who
gave a short talk on the history of the Manor. His love of gardening was obvious
as he explained how the garden had altered over the years.
We were then able to walk around the garden and enjoy a huge range
of plants and shrubs, including some enormous and wonderful magnolias and
camellias. We then gathered on the front lawn for our picnic of filled rolls, home
made pies and cakes, followed by fruit and cups of tea. Many thanks to the
organisers and to Mr Harrison for a most enjoyable afternoon.
Good news!! Colonel Webber is back living at Sheat Manor and is
happy for us to hold our Flower Show there as usual. So do come along on
Saturday 27th July and enjoy a traditional village event.
Mary Case, High Sheriff, will be opening the Show at 2.00pm and there
will be sideshows, craft stalls, music by Pete's Sake and refreshments with
home-made cakes. You will also be able to buy plants and books to help swell
our funds.
New for this year will be organised games for all
ages including three-legged, egg and spoon and adult
and child wheelbarrow races, and how about making up
a team of 4 adults and 4 children for a Tug-of-War
competition!
And, of course, the horticultural marquee will be
there with all the entries of flowers, vegetables, cooking, craft, floral art, and all the children's efforts. Most of you will now have a
schedule so why not have a go at entering this year. If you need more
information then give Gillian a ring on 721519.

Scarecrow Memories…
My best memories were of the first Saturday morning when all the
local villagers were out and about looking at each other’s scarecrows,
laughing and talking together.
Another memory would be the way people turned up at the hall with
trays of cakes, especially those who saved the day when we were just
running out. Thank you all so much for all your hard work .
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Focus On…..
Rob will be a very familiar figure to many of you. From September 1958 till July
1967 he was the headmaster of our school and the house next to the school was
their home. More recently he is one of the mainstays of Chillerton Club, Chillerton
& Gatcombe Horticultural Society and St Olave’s Church.

What are your connections with the Parish? Fifty five years ago I moved
into the Chillerton Schoolhouse as the new headmaster. I felt honoured and
surprised to be appointed, although I had some advantage over the other
candidates as I was the acting head of Rookley school at the time, having been
appointed with the sole task of closing it. Since that time although I have
changed jobs and houses I have been continuously involved in village activities.
Best and worst things about living here? Chillerton has always been a
friendly village with thriving organisations. It has been a constant pleasure to
be involved in village life. The downside has been the dwindling support and in
some cases the demise of some aspects of village traditions. The post office
and shop have gone. Support of the Church and of the village club is not what
it once was. Thank goodness we still have a lively village school and thriving
village show.
Occupation? Well I am retired but keep fairly busy with gardening. In earlier
days I had a variety of voluntary jobs but have had to give most of these up
now.
Best and worst things about your job? The schoolmaster's job was a
continuous joy to me. It was demanding, interesting, sometimes worrying and
each day contained fresh challenges. It was always a privilege to work in such
lively surroundings.
Of course there were rare problems with staff, parents and even the children
but all are best forgotten
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? It would have to be very specialised. How about mowing a lawn or
boiling a kettle.
What’s your favourite holiday destination?
I can weigh my favourite
against Madeira, Andalusia, Calabria and even Falmouth but Rookley now
beats them all for comfort and convenience.
Do you have a hobby? Lots. I have kept bees for decades. I like gardening.
I am an inveterate mender of broken items which should be thrown away. In my
time I was a reasonable carpenter and DIY potterer. Nowadays I waste a lot of
time on the computer.
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Worst holiday?
We once had a thoroughly damp and miserable holiday
camping in Wales. On the Thursday we said "If it rains tomorrow we will go
home"---It rained! As we got off the ferry at Yarmouth the sun came out!
Can you text? Laboriously.
If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Can't contemplate the possibility.
Do you speak a foreign language? I can get by in French
Do you like flying? Yes. I have always been fascinated by aeroplanes and
really enjoy the excitement at airports
What’s your favourite food? Shell on prawns that I have caught myself
Best and worst Christmas Presents? My sister once bought me a deerstalker hat which she thought would suit me. I never wore it.
The next year she bought me a staple gun that I have used frequently ever
since.
Who inspires you? Charity workers in dangerous and unhealthy locations.
Favourite book? I once read a book called "The book of Henri Le Page"
about a man from Guernsey. I have not seen or heard of it since but I remember
it well.
Favourite comedian? At one time there would have been a long list to
choose from but time has narrowed it down. Ronnie Corbett is the survivor.
Favourite film? Mrs. Brown. I thought Billy Connolly played his part, so unlike
his usual persona, unbelievably well.
What makes you angry? The choice of headline news some days. Trivia
sometimes takes precedence over serious items.
Favourite piece of music/musician? I like so many kinds of music I really
have no favourite piece.
Which newspaper do you read? The "i".
What is “Must-See” TV for you? It doesn't upset me if I fail to see a particular
programme but I always try to watch "Countryfile" on Sundays
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Who would be your five perfect dinner guests? It would have to be five
friends. I should not enjoy a party with complete strangers.
If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? A rescue-dog
with a kind new owner. I should thoroughly appreciate my change of circumstances.
Have you got a pet? Only goldfish.
What is your idea of a perfect day? A sunny Spring day with gin and tonic
on the lawn.
What is your most embarrassing moment? As a teenaged schoolboy
running for the train I ripped a vast hole in the seat of my trousers and crept
back home with my satchel hanging over my backside to ease my embarrassment.
What car do you drive? An oldish Suzuki Wagon.
What car would you LIKE to drive??!! An oldish Suzuki Wagon.
Best bargain? My tailor is called Oxfam.
Worst purchase? I really have no grumbles here. On two recent occasions
when goods have not come up to expectations (from Argos) they have been
replaced immediately without question.
Do you believe in ghosts? I think some paranormal happenings defy rational
explanation.
Do you play a musical instrument? I have played banjo and guitar badly.
Are you sporty? No.
Do you like Marmite? Yes.
Can you whistle? No.
Best Parish memory? Carol services.
What are your ambitions? To reach ninety years of age in two years time.
How would you like to be remembered? Warts and all!
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The annual summer school fete will take place at Chillerton and Rookley Primary School on Sunday July 7th.
This year the school and PTFA will be teaming up with all of the other
village groups, clubs and associations to make the event not only bigger, but
also hopefully more attractive for ALL the residents of the parish.
The idea for a combined event grew from the success of both May Day
events to which the schoolchildren and their parents contributed much.
Headmistress, Teresa Tillbrook and the school PTFA were very quick
to embrace the proposal put forward by May Day organizers, Steve and Jill, for
a new, combined summer event.
Some money will be provided from the Village Events Fund which is
generated from the quiz proceeds and the PTFA have additionally found
sponsors for a barbecue….and of course there will be a bouncy castle!!
We hope as many people who live in the parish
will come along to the school as possible on July 7th.
There will be much to see and do regardless of whether
you are 8 or 88 and absolutely everyone is welcome.
And…as you may guess from the notice above,
we have a theme again and this year it is The Wild West
or Cowboys and Indians…with a Fancy Dress competition, children’s and adult’s art competitions (drawing,
painting, collage, photograph etc), piñatas (again!), and
a fun quiz with a great prize, so please dust off your best
Stetson and sheriff's badge, find your tomahawk and
come along and join in the fun!

There will also be a collection point on the day for items for the
IW Foodbank so if you can spare a bag of pasta, jar of pasta sauce,
bag of sugar, cereals, loo rolls, tinned vegetables, tea, coffee etc…..
PLEASE bring it along with you.
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Walking the Wight
OK, so I think everyone knows the form for the Walk the Wight challenge.
26.5 miles from Bembridge Airport to Needles Park at Alum Bay; 12,000 hardy
souls taking part and all in the good cause of the Earl Mountbatten Hospice.
The walk itself was covered brilliantly by Annabel Hutchings a few years
ago in this newsletter so I thought I would give a little guide to anyone who hasn’t
done it yet but who might be persuaded in time for next year.
Walking … how difficult can it be?
Well I think most people could probably walk for a couple of hours with
no training even if the idea doesn’t exactly appeal. After 4 hours those same
people might start to feel real pain with blisters forming, feet aching and a strange
feeling that your hip is about to come free of its socket. At eight hours you have
probably used up your muscle reserves and your body will start to use ligaments
and tendons to pull you up the last set of hills (a torn Achilles tendon can be for
life!). At 10 hours (about average for first timers) you will feel like you’ve been in
a minor car accident and the following week you won’t be much good at work!
So I should prepare then?
Good idea! I started in January and tried to do one decent walk each
weekend. This started at 2 hours and before the actual walk I had managed to
get in three walks of 6 hours. For me this equates to just over 20 miles which
gave me great confidence that I could stay the course when the walk proper
came. I’m glad to say this all paid off and I was not the person overheard on
Culver Down (20 minutes from the start) saying to their equally out of breath child
…Gosh, darling I thought I was fitter than this!
Shoes…..
Best to wear some unless you are part Navajo Indian. What shoe you
choose is of less importance than making sure you have tried them out properly
before the event. Four or six hours into the walk is not the time to find out they
don’t fit but the only way to find out is … to walk for four or six hours in them (see
preparation).
The style is also not important. I can’t
wear the traditional type of boot as I tore both
Achilles tendons about 8 years ago (see first
paragraph about walking without preparation!) so I need a very low backed shoe. Your
shoe should be a bit bigger than your normal
work shoes as (a) your feet expand when hot
and (b) You will crush your toes when going
down hill if there is not some space left. I saw
people near the start in sandals but oddly not
near the end.
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….and Socks
Most understated accessory in my book. They need to be the right
material i.e. not cotton which retains moisture and will give you blisters and
make your feet squelch! I prefer to wear two pairs … one lightweight on the
inside and thicker pair on the outside. They will move against each other but it
is better to have friction there than on your foot. Friction = heat = blisters.
On the subject of blisters, if your preparation hasn’t endowed you with
skin like tree bark then a quick trip to Boots will help. They sell adhesive pads
which are cushioned; one on each ball of your foot will work great on the day.
Beware, they take a week to fall off and will stick to the carpet in the meantime!
The call of nature
School boy error coming up! During the 30 minute drive across to the
start I thought it would be a good idea to get my fluids up. Bad mistake; think
… what goes in must come out!
Now, I’m not shy but with several thousand people in close proximity
the ‘al fresco’ opportunities even for a boy are scarce en route and for a girl just
about impossible. Of course the organisers provide toilets but only at the main
stops which means both a long uncomfortable walk and a long queue outside
the Portaloo.
The really bold choose to simply take the opportunities as they arise
which may account for the verdant appearance of Brighstone forest in Springtime!
To sum up…..
So, no excuses then and I expect to see at least half the village there
next year. It was great fun and I will be doing it again next year for sure. Need
more incentive … remember, a 12 stone person walking at 3.5 mph burns up
350 calories per hour so my 7 hours 47 minutes accounted for 2,700 calories.
Shame I ate a packet of shortbread, two cheese rolls and an Indian
takeaway otherwise it could have been a healthy day!

Congratulations too to Carol Cotton who completed the walk in
an amazing 8 hours and 51 minutes… and of course was disappointed …..and
of course she is determined to beat that time next year!

Stop Press!!
Despite some injuries leading up to it, Sharon Tosdevin
arrived at the start-line for the Edinburgh Marathon on May
26th and completed the run in an amazing 5 hours and 46
minutes! More in the Autumn issue of the newsletter.
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The Secret Diaries of QUEEN VICTORIA aged ?????
Or ‘QUEEN VICTORIA’S Diary - the Age of Monarchy’
With apologies to Adrian Mole and Bridget Jones
May 2013
Smoking – Never. I detest the idea and smell of smoking.
Drinking – I really can’t imagine why anyone would be against drinking. It is
so good for you. I prefer half a tumbler of wine topped up with whisky.
Most restorative.
Weight – My Doctor, James Reid has suggested I have a few lighter meals
of Benger’s Food. It is very wholesome but not very filling, so I have it as
well as my meal. I do not, as yet, seem to be any thinner.
Stress – My whole life has been stressed since the death of dear Albert.
The good people of Chillerton and Gatcombe have asked me to come
and see their Scarecrow Festival. As I am always being told I should leave
Osborne and show myself to the populace, I decided to attend. My carriage
with John Brown in attendance, set out, with a comfort stop at Carisbrooke
Castle. What a wonderful display of scarecrows and how the dear people
cheered to see me. Outside Tolt Cottages, I was asked if I would alight and sit
on a wall. I graciously consented and, helped by John Brown, sat on the wall to
wave to the people.
Note to self – How strong John Brown’s arms felt. How I miss dear Albert.
On being helped down I was asked to be there tomorrow at 10.00, and
realised that I was expected to sit on the wall for the whole duration of the
festival. Oh dear!!! Having given my word I could not break it.
A very early start from Osborne the
next morning saw me on the wall. I wore my
crown and garter sash with a picture of dear
Albert pinned to it, so I would look suitably
regal. A dear lady in Tolt Cottages allowed
me to use her ‘facilities’, which was a blessing, though I had heard she had an immodest reputation. She was very proper with me
though and curtsied most elegantly with no
showing of her ‘unmentionables’.
Note to self – After reading the Parish Magazine to pass the time on the wall, I
can see that that makes a change!!!
Mrs Jill Hawkes and her ladies,
sending down cups of tea and delicious
homemade cake from the village hall, sustained me throughout the day. Such a joy
and much nicer than Benger’s Food!!
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I was a little upset not to win a prize, but, as John Brown pointed out, I
have Great Britain and an Empire, so should be content with that.
I am not very sure about the gentleman sitting further along the wall. He
says his name is Buzz Lightyear and keeps saying ‘To infinity and beyond’ - all
very peculiar. He has not however taken much notice of me. Rather rude not to
acknowledge your monarch.
I was attacked on the second day, by a large crow. It reminded me
rather of Mr Gladstone, persistent and annoying. Sadly I had not brought my
sceptre with me to beat it away but John Brown saw it off with his kebbie stick
(knobbly Scottish stick for beating people over the head with). Note to self – I
love a protective strong man. So sad without Albert.
The week has passed surprisingly quickly. I did enjoy seeing the little
angels in the churchyard and found the Enormous Turnip most inventive.
Scoobydoo looked such a jolly looking dog. I do love dogs. Altogether a most
interesting festival and so many scarecrows, my congratulations to Chillerton
and Gatcombe.
So ends an exhausting week. I have shown myself to the people and
hope the government are grateful. Note to self – Perhaps I could take a hamper
of those delicious cakes back to Osborne with me!!! Sadly John Brown says not
as I will soon be too heavy for my Highland pony. Pity!!!

Scarecrow Memories….
As our scarecrow "installation" sat on top of a bank about four feet
above the road, we'd often see an adult hoist up a child for a better view.
So when I noticed a family gathered below the bank one afternoon, I was
not surprised to see yet another man bend down.
However, I had to laugh when he came back up and I realized he
was giving a closer look at the scarecrow to his Scottish Terrier!

Congratulations to
Janet Maggs and Mike Hill
on their marriage which
took place on
February 23rd 2013.
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights presents…!
Going back to March to catch up
on our very successful Red Nose quiz.
Lots of you wore something red and of
course, there were lots of red noses and
even flashing headgear!
Seventeen teams came along
and by half time, The Fantastic Four
(Brenda, Steve, Ian and Paula) were
setting the pace with The Lost Quartet in
second place. After the break though,
The Ferris Wheel (Dee, Graham, Harriet
and Gwynne) started a Dee-termined run and dropped only five points over the
last five round to romp past the winning post in first place!
Everybody quickly caught on to the ‘red’ theme running through the
questions…and yes…some of them fell into the neatly laid trap of what colour
is Teletubby, Dipsy…..and no….NOT red!! Of course, Dipsy is green!
I am going to be shameless with my list of people who deserve thanks
for all their help because it was a real ‘team effort’. To the school for waiving
the fee for the hire of the hall, Harriet for taking charge of the refreshments, - to
Liz, Jill H, Elizabeth, Dee, Carolyn, Kathy, Marcus (Baker) for making cakes
and serving them. To Bob and Olivia for taking charge of the raffle, to Max and
Graham and to Hilary and Lyndon for making sure there were enough chairs
for everybody to sit on.
To Shauna and Lee of The Sands Hotel in Sandown for donating cups
and plates, to Brenda who keeps score and to Tony and Elizabeth who kept
some kind of order and asked the questions!
And of course, thank you to everybody who came along, donated raffle
prizes and gave so generously - we raised an amazing £230 for Comic Relief!
Eighteen teams, including several new faces, came along to the May
quiz to help us to celebrate our fourth anniversary. This was our 24th quiz and
we estimated that we have raised approximately £4,000 for the CCA, Village
Events, St Olave’s Church, the School, the Hospice and Comic Relief and to
subsidize the newsletter.
On the night, and in Peni’s absence, Steve Holloway volunteered to be
our question master and everybody agreed that he did a great job.
Following a dismal (by their standards!) 12th place at the previous quiz,
The Flames of Olympus (Marcus, Chloe, Simon and Andy) requested a move
back to their ‘lucky’ table, re-branded themselves as The Whangdoodles
……and won…… despite Steve Burden’s best attempts to nobble them!
It was very close though with only nine points separating the top eight
teams. The Four Horsemen (Rob, Sam, Pete and Sue) and The Four Cs (Alan,
Carol, Nathan and Zoe) were in second and third places respectively. ….good
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to see both teams back up there in
contention!
Sham Payne was on great form
and won the prize for Nearest the Bull
question for his team, The £4.50s- he
clearly knows his football!
New team, The Godzillas (from
Godshill…where else??!!) were pushing for a top three spot and could be a
team to watch in future.
The refreshments and raffle
were organized by the CCA who raised £150 for their funds, while the Village
Events Fund raised £96 before expenses.

Scarecrow Memories….
My memory of the scarecrow festival is making our scarecrow and
having our photos taken with them. It made me happy to see some other
people having their photo taken with our scarecrow, having fun.
I loved seeing all the different types of scarecrows.

We have one word for ladybird- the Welsh have three,
which translates as “little red cow”.
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The Chillerton Book Group
Recent choices Wait for Me - memoirs by the
Duchess of Devonshire; Howards End by E.M.Forster;
and Crampton Hodnett by Barbara Pym, have provided
the group with a variety of experiences conveyed in a
variety of styles.
Discussion has always been relaxed, lively and often perceptive, leaving participants with much to remember. The choice of Crampton Hodnett for
May provided a great deal of amusement which alleviated some of the sombre
reflections conjured up by many earlier reading choices - a little light relief
probably made them even more memorable.
Once again, Roslin's hospitality was much appreciated.

Scarecrow Memories….
We thought the Scarecrow Festival was amazing and some of the
scarecrows were absolutely incredible. People had worked so hard to
produce some really imaginative scarecrows.
We have never been to a Scarecrow Festival before and now we
have been to one we will definitely go again. We especially liked the one of
Dorothy, The Tin Man, The Scarecrow and The Lion from the Wizard of Oz
and The Brownies sitting on the bench.

Marion Baudrey, musical director of the well-known Solent Singers ,asked us to be their guest players
at a concert held at All Saints Church
Gurnard on May 17th and, with some
trepidation, six of us accepted the
invitation.
To our joyful surprise, our varied programme was very well
received and the evening was great
fun! We helped the Singers to raise
£260 for church and choir funds. (The photograph shows us before the concert
began looking more "laid back" than we really were! )
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The flowering cherry outside the
Village Hall has burst into bloom again this
year and looks an absolute picture. How
many of us know that ‘Hannah’s Tree’ was
planted in memory of a little girl who was
tragically killed on her way home from
school. She was a talented dancer and
attended the local Brownies with Brown Owl
Eve Robbins, Sue Wadham and Daphne
Cooke.
The wonderful display of daffodils around the perimeter fence, were
planted in memory of Ann Dent by her friends at the local Keep Fit Group. They
are a fitting tribute to someone who gave so much to life in the village.
Those with good eyesight will also see the plaque on the front wall in
memory of Roy Westmore.
As we walk or drive past this particular Village focal point it does no
harm to appreciate these memorials to those who have gone before.
Let us hope the continued support and use of the Village Hall will
continue to hold memories for those using it now and in the future.

Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners.
This term we have been finding out about how people help us…….
the children have been making masks of police, doctors, dentists and superheroes! We set up a role play doctor’s surgery where everyone learned how
doctors and nurses help to look after us.
We have been outside in our nature area making willow crowns and
pond dipping; we found newts and tadpoles which were very wiggly!
Next half term we are looking forward to going on a trip to Seaview
Wildlife Encounter and it will soon be time to say goodbye to all of our leavers
who are moving up to 'big school'. We will be very sad to see them go but wish
them all well for the future and look forward to seeing them all in their uniforms
in September!
We have a Toddler Group each Wednesday between 9.15am and
11.00am - bring your little one along for a play, coffee and chat.
If you would like to look around preschool you will be very welcome- to
arrange a visit call Chris Sweatman on 721207.
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St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe
50-50 Clothes Sale

Over the past six months
we have collected, sorted and
priced well over 1,000 items of
clothes, accessories, shoes and
handbags and this culminated
in our second very busy and successful Clothes Sale and Fashion
Show on Saturday 18th May.
Due to the extensive advertising, people came from all
over the Island to bag a bargain
and we were so busy that at one
stage we could have done with 'crowd control' because the queue to purchase
the clothes extended the length of the Church and for a while prevented the
start of the fashion show.
On the check-out, we were working harder and faster than Sainsbury’s
finest till-girls on Christmas Eve but between us, we managed to keep the
queue moving smoothly and quickly.
The ‘tea and coffee shop' worked flat out, the 'Bargain Department' did
a roaring trade and the 'shoe shop' staff were kept 'on their toes'.....sorry for the
pun!!! The gorgeous size 8 Jasper Conran wedding shoes were such fun and
became a little like Cinderella’s glass slipper as many ladies’ hopes
soared…..then were dashed!!
The Fashion Show, featured two beautiful wedding dresses modelled
very professionally by Elizabeth Parsons. Four ladies modelled a selection of
clothes for sale and such was the demand that they hardly had time to change
outfits before people eagerly snapped
the clothes up.
None of this would be possible without
the help and support from so many volunteers before, on the day itself, and
afterwards. You all know who you are so
forgive me for not mentioning everybody
by name. ….it was a real ‘team effort’.
Amazingly by 3pm on Monday,
the church was ‘back to normal’ and
ready for ‘business’.
And finally.… the grand total and
total profit raised was £1,324 ….and
counting!
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St. Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Come and enjoy a dainty assortment of
sandwiches, followed by a delicious selection of
cakes, meringues and freshly
baked scones and cream.
Afternoon Tea will be served RITZ style at

St. Olave’s on Saturday 31st August
from 3pm until 5pm.
Tickets cost £7.50 and need to be booked in advance.
For further information please contact Liz Taylor on 721086.

It has been suggested that we form a sewing group for the repair and
replacement of the church linen (altar cloths, etc.). The linen is in a
poor state of repair, and needs attention.
If you are interested in joining this group, please contact
Joanna Shepherd on 721482.

There will be a selection of very good quality unsold clothes from the
50-50 sale at the summer fair at Chillerton School on Sunday July 7th
Come along and bag a bargain!

The programme of on-going repairs continues with the re-plastering and
painting of the interior walls, and careful and specialist cleaning of some of
the stained glass windows. There are also plans to install a kitchen and toilet.

…….can be contacted on 01983 718908
about any issues and welcomes enquiries about baptisms and marriages.
St Olave’s News is printed every month and contains more news and information about the church. It is available in the church or to receive an
electronic copy, please email jill.f.shaw@mail.com for details.
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.
Having returned reasonably successfully to
the land of the living after my recent illness, and
realising that things went on around me of which I
had no knowledge, thoughts of the joys of slumber,
come to mind!
During the many talks I have given over recent
years, it is remarkable how many people in my audience regularly fall asleep. I remember I gave a talk at
Bonchurch once and an elderly and somewhat deaf
lady was brought along and I was asked if she could
sit next to me so she could hear what I was saying;
she did not want to miss anything. She sat beside
me. As I started to talk her eyes slowly closed and
her head sank forward. Satisfying myself that she was still alive, I completed
my talk of some 45 minutes, during which the breathing continued at a steady
pace. As I ended, applause filled the room and the elderly lady stirred from her
slumber, opened her eyes, clapped and said, ‘Oh I did enjoy that!’
On another occasion, at Shanklin, whilst reading a somewhat morbid
letter written in Victorian times, I became aware of one lady who slowly
slumped forward at the table where she was sat with several others, having
turned a shade of grey. Again, fearing the worst, I asked if she was all right and
did they want me to stop? ‘Oh no…it’s interesting.’ ‘But your friend, is she all
right?’ ‘Yes,’ came the reply, ‘…it’s just the blood Checking that I was not
dripping the red stuff, I continued and finished the talk. I went over to check
that all was okay to be told she had given blood just before coming to the
meeting and she always faints afterwards. She will be all right in a minute or
so…… and she was!
I used to give talks to a group of visitors from the mainland every week
through the summer at a hotel in St Lawrence. One evening, as I arrived at the
front door of the hotel, I was met by two old ladies who asked if I was going to
‘the talk’. I said ‘Yes’, but did not say I was giving it! One said, ‘… they say it
is very good,’ to which I replied, ‘Yes it is!’ ‘We do not want to miss it, when does
it start?’ ‘About 8.30,’ says I. ‘Have we got time for a cup of coffee?’ they asked.
We assembled for the talk and by 8.30 they had still not arrived.
Waiting a little time for them, I went in search to find them both asleep! They
did enjoy it!
I am very accustomed to people nodding off during my talks, particularly after a meal and, with older people, take no notice. I just speak a little louder
and they usually wake up and then nod off again! However at one gathering on
what was quite a warm autumn afternoon, and with the central heating switched
on, my talk was in the lounge of an hotel. Everyone had to sit in comfortable
chairs. I sat in one, awaiting the gathering and started to doze myself before we
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commenced. The audience came in, sat down and we started. Within minutes
people started to nod off. Within minutes everyone in the room was fast
asleep….and I mean everyone.
The occasional eye would open but would be soon closed again. I
pondered whether I should stop or continue, but continued to a final conclusion.
Gradually they all woke up and expressed their thanks for an interesting talk!
I have to admit that they did seem to have heard some of what I had
said, so it may indicate that even when apparently fast asleep, they may have
heard what I was saying, which goes to show one should not presume someone who is apparently asleep cannot hear what you say!!!
However even though apparently attentive, some people do not always
‘get it’. After one talk a man came up to me and said, ‘Is it still there?’ Enquiring
what he meant, he said, ‘…the farm.’
‘What farm?’ I asked, and he said he could not remember but he used
to stay there with his parents before the war. I had to say there were lots of
farms that took in visitors and asked where it was. ‘I can’t remember,’ he said,
‘…but they had bicycles for hire.’
I then reverted to my other tack…..bluff. ‘Was it at Bembridge?’ to which
he replied, ‘Yes!’ ‘Oh no…they have closed down.’ To which he said ‘What a
shame. Thank you very much,’ and was entirely satisfied!
Perhaps it is not those who fall asleep who are the worst but those who
know more about your subject than you do, or rather, think they do!’

Scarecrow Memories….
Best Scarecrow Memory of mine would have to be the making of
ours and seeing it up outside the school!

Village Allotment.
The second year for the village community allotment
at the school has kicked off with potato, carrot, parsnip and
beetroot planting. We also have sweet peas, lettuce and
onions, with plans for runner beans and courgettes later in
June.
We still have big problems with planting anything from
the cabbage family as they are so attractive to the local
wildlife, but are making plans for further defence systems
involving cages and netting!
If you would like to join the group working at the allotment there is plenty
of room for you.
Please contact Gillian Belben 721519 for more information.
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Scarecrow Memories….
We just wanted to say how much we enjoyed being part of the
Scarecrow Festival, for the first time.
It was lovely to see all the visitors' smiling faces - old and young
- over a wonderfully sunny Bank Holiday weekend.
And we have to take our hats off to all the fantastic volunteers who
made the whole thing possible. Looking forward to 2015.

People have been so kind making and donating cakes - what a
great community spirit there is.
It has been a fabulous week and great to see so many smiling faces
in the village - that is the only encouragement we need to do it all again!!
(Has Sue mentioned this to Doug ??!!!! Ed.)

Police & Neighbourhood Watch
You can meet up with Tim and Justin
on the first Monday of the month at Scats
between 10am and 11am where they hold a
Countrywatch and Equine beat surgery or at
the Co-op in Rookley on the second
Wednesday in the month between 4pm and
5pm.
In recent months four staddlestone
tops have been stolen and there was a report of three men taking photographs
of houses in the village - which may have been perfectly innocent but as the
weather warms up, please don’t invite unwanted people into your house by
leaving windows open.
But….. Neighbourhood Watch….. It DOES work! In the last few weeks
we have re-united an escaped budgie with its owner and a pair of glasses lost
during the scarecrow festival were found and returned to their grateful owner!
However there has been a case of sheep rustling which as yet, is still
unsolved with no news as to the whereabouts of Ms Bo Peep’s sheep!
Slightly more serious, one of the POLICE SLOW signs has also disappeared. If you have any information about the sheep or the sign, please contact
Jill or Doug.
If you would like to join Neighbourhood Watch, please contact Jill or
Doug (contact info on page 33) for details.
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Recently I have been helping mum and
dad get the garden in order, and in the process
have been clearing up various piles of prunings,
heaps of compost and stacks of firewood, flowerpots etc.
I have been careful to keep a watchful eye for hibernating toads,
slowworms and hedgehogs etc so as not to inadvertently kill any of these
beneficial little chaps in the process of spring cleaning.
Sadly I must report I have not seen a single Hedgehog where there
used to be so many and only one toad in a month of pruning, raking, grass
cutting and moving all sorts of piles and heaps.
Discussing this lamentable situation with my sister (Samantha) and my
parents (Alan and Anne), It seems we have all noticed the decline in numbers
of frogs, slow worms, thrushes, stoats, weasels, dormice (but not field mice,
voles and rats!) hawks of all kinds (except buzzards), owls and of course the
above mentioned hedgehogs.
I find it hard to think of any explanation other than the use of herbicides
and pesticides.
Obviously each member of our environment feeds on another (usually
smaller) member. If we humans in our efforts to bend nature to our will, deal with
a problem such as nettles, slugs or aphids by killing them with poison, then
without us intending to, we are poisoning everything above them in the food
chain, until eventually we have unwittingly created a ghetto of the hardiest
survivors, which ironically are often the very pests we sought to subdue and
who end up consequentially having very few natural predators left to control
their numbers.
I have this evening been considering trying to purposefully create
habitat and import some of these sadly missed ex-members of village life, but if
the reasons for their demise still exist, there will be little point in the trouble and
expense of so doing.
Therefore I cannot help but wonder, who of our neighbours are environmentally aware and who, (no doubt in innocent ignorance of the consequences
of their actions) are poisoning our beautiful and once diverse Parish. It is for this
reason that I submit this letter, in the hope, for the future abundance of wildlife
and humans alike you will never use poisons either pesticides or herbicides in
your garden and instead use the time honoured alternatives with which our
great grandparents protected their crops and flowers.
Yours most sincerely ,
Robert Turner
turnershipping@aol.com
http://web.me.com/turnershipping/Turner_Shipping/Welcome.html
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……………more about Chillerton Waterworks.
The waterworks was run by two men whose
names were Ike Sheath and Bill Weeks. Both were
trained mechanics who ran one steam engine at a time,
pumping to Ramsdown reservoir.
In my schooldays, in the 1930s there were two
steam engines in the building. One was a spare. The
engines ran on coke and there was a large heap of it in
the yard.
The engines made a ‘chuffing’ sound and now and again they missed
a beat. We could hear them all day while we were at school. One man had to
go to Ramsdown daily to check the water in the reservoir and they had a forge
and would mend things that were broken for people. I often had a cup of tea
with them.
In 1938, Tolt reservoir was built and a diesel engine was installed in a
new building. We often went up to watch the diggers and the building of the
underground reservoir. When it was finished, two engines ran all day, every
day except Sundays.
The Chillerton Well has a tremendous supply of fresh water and I have
never known it run dry. It is an underground stream, and as we are surrounded
by ocean I often wondered where it comes from in such a large amount.
I believe it may come in underground streams from mountains in other
countries. I wonder what other people think? Does anyone know?
During my 30 years with Albert Henton, a building contractor and large
farmer, I was in charge of land drainage contracting work. It was done on a
large scale to improve wet land and to produce more food. Until around 1985
a grant was paid to farmers by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
and overseen by Ministry Drainage Officers who authorized drainage schemes
and mains water to farms.
The grant was 50% for land drainage and 60% for water supplies, water
troughs, etc. and a large amount went towards hundreds of acres of land
improvements, which we carried out many times.
Ditches were kept clean and the land then grew too much food which
resulted in a grain mountain. Then farmers were paid set-aside money to not
use the improved land and not maintain ditches and drains.
A River Board existed in wartime and much later cleaning rivers and
water courses all over the island. They had three large diggers and two gangs
of men ditch cleaning by hand as there is no longer maintenance done on water
courses. Large trees have grown in some important water courses and they are
overflowing in some areas.
I have seen the drains we laid in these areas no longer working as no
one cleans water courses. Flooding is bound to get worse if no one looks after
the countryside as people of my generation did in years gone by.

30

Ready Steady Eco retrofit
Of the homes we’ll inhabit in 2050, 80% are already standing. On the
whole these are not energy efficient. They need improving. Meanwhile, energy
prices have rocketed.
The government expects Green Deal finance, ECO subsidy and the
market to drive change. Insulation work on solid walls will now attract subsidies.
In theory, retrofitting an older home with insulation, efficient heating and energy
generation will get cheaper as demand rises. It happened with solar PV.
So investing in the fabric of your home is making increasing sense.
And, for those approaching retirement, the
possibility of a snug, cheap to heat house is
bound to have particular appeal.
160 pioneering homeowners (some retired)
have already taken radical action. They host
free SuperHome Open Days in March and
September to share what they’ve learned.
To find out more, or to download a free Eco
retrofit
beginner’s
guide,
visit
www.superhomes.org.uk/news

Scarecrow Memories….
The Pied Piper with the multitude of rats at the bottom of the
Loverstone Lane was tops for me but what a splendid show Chillerton put
on again. Congratulations to everyone.

Sky Plus HD box. Only two years old. With remote control. £20.
Tel 721483
Small 2-speed oscillating fan. Cream-coloured. In good
order. Free to good home. Tel: 721347
B&Q Cross Cut Paper Shredder. 5-sheet capacity. As new, in
box. £7.50. Tel: 721347
Cookware Whole Fruit Juicer. Two speed. As new - only used
three times. £5.00. Tel: 721483
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Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe
News from as little as £15 for one year (four
issues). For more information please ring
Steve Holloway on 721654 or email
Steve@median-accountancy.co.uk

Is your child struggling
to keep up?
Student teacher offers
tutoring for primary school
KS1 and 2 English, Maths and
Science and also GCSE Maths.

£10 per hour.

Tel 721621
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Thanks to Steve
Holloway and Roger
Shepherd, and, as
always, to our team
of deliverers, for
all their help and
hard work.

Doctors.
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27 Pyle St., Newport
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport
Chemists.
Boots
124-126 High St.,
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,

Newport.
Newport.
Newport.

Tel. 522150
Tel. 840625
Tel. 523525
Tel. 522198

Tel. 522595
Tel. 522346
Tel. 522638

St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Rev. Marcus Bagg.
56, Castle Rd., Newport PO30 1DP

Tel. 718908

Hospital.
St Mary’s. Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

Tel. 524081

Police. (Non Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany
PCSO Justin Keefe

Tel. 0845 045 45 45 Ext. 663 135/125
Mobile 07901 102393
Mobile 07901 102302

Neighbourhood Watch.
Jill Shaw
Tel. 721483
Doug Barber
Tel. 721128

or jinimoda@btinternet.com
or doug.barber@zen.co.uk

School.
Chillerton & Rookley Primary. Main Rd., Chillerton.
Tel. 721207
admin.chillerton@lineone.net or www.chillertonpri.iow.gov.uk
Library.
Lord Louis Library. Orchard St., Newport.
Bus Information.

Tel. 527655
www.islandbuses.info

Mobile Library.
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & near Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe. Every three weeks.
Dates and details. Tel. 203880 or e-mail libraries@iow.gov.uk
Refuse Collection
Most of GatcombeMost of ChillertonBrook Lane, Cridmore, Roslin, Rill-

Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
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Parish Clerk Maxine Yule.
01983 201115 maxyule@gmail.com
40, Seaview Rd., Cowes PO31 7UY.
John Kingston (Chair)

01983 721082 j.kingston46@btinternet.com

Gillian Belben (Vice chair)

01983 721519 sheat3@btinternet.com

Steve Rowntree

01983 721567 stephenrowntree@hotmail.com

Phil Slater

01983 721282 philslater@metronet.co.uk

David Floyd

01983 721374 david.floyd39@live.com
Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
And follow us on Twitter
@ChillertonPC

Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley
Primary School, and start at 7 p.m. unless otherwise stated.
July 1st

August 5th

September 2nd

October 7th

November 4th

December 2nd
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DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News
is produced by a team of
volunteers.
All articles and advertisements
are taken in good faith.
We cannot take responsibility for any
legal queries resulting
from these. Submitted articles
do not necessarily reflect our views.
We reserve the right not to print
submitted articles.

