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– SPRAKE BUILDING SERVICES –
– SPRAKE DEVELOPMENTS LTD –
Tel: (01983) 525574
Mobile: 07889 035858
12, CYPRESS RD., NEWPORT, IW. PO30 1EY
NEW DWELLINGS * RENOVATIONS
EXTENSIONS * GENERAL BUILDING
FITTED KITCHENS * ROOFING
CARPENTRY

It seems it’s not just me who thinks we have
gone from post-Christmas to almost Midsummer’s Day
in the blink of an eye! People usually add that it’s a sign
of getting older though I am not sure why they are telling me this!
In this issue read about another very successful Pop-Inn popping up.
It’s lots of hard work for the organizers (and thanks go to Kate and Paul Wells
for hosting it) but everybody agrees it is worth it!
In the last few weeks we have said final goodbyes to three of our
long-standing residents - our thoughts are with the families of Margaret Hayden, Alan Taylor and to our regular contributor, Hilton Taylor. Many people
enjoyed reading his recollections over the last few years and he and his stories
will be missed. Fortunately, we do have more and Hilton’s family have said they
would be very happy for them to be published in future newsletters.
And we have last-minute news about the annual flower show and a
change of venue. Don’t miss that!

(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email jillwebster@mail.com)

Community Defibrillator
Did you know there is now a defibrillator located
in Chillerton?
It is contained in a box on the school wall and is very easy to use - it talks
you through what to do.

1. Dial 999 – Location PO30 3EP –
Chillerton and Rookley School.
2. Take the defibrillator out of the casing.
3. Take it to the patient.
3. The defibrillator unit will talk you through what to
do next (for example there are separate pads for
children and for adults).
4. Ambulance arrives!
Another training session can easily be arranged if people would like one.
It consists of watching a DVD and only takes about half an hour.
Please ring Chillerton & Rookley Primary School (721207) for details.

3

News from the Horticultural Society
The annual flower show has lost its much loved venue
of Sheat Manor.
Luckily, by kind permission of Jill and Robert Margham who
have given us the use of a nearby field to park cars, and
with the support of the Parish Council and the Chillerton
Community Association, we will be able to stage
the 2016 show on
Saturday July 30th on the village green.
This is also very likely to be our last show in the parish,
so let's make it a great one.
The new and smaller site will present some challenges and
we are going to need a lot of volunteers to organise
everything and keep all our visitors safe.
If you would like to join the team of helpers please get in
touch with Show Secretary, Gillian Belben on
721519 or sheat3@btinternet.com
We also hope to attract plenty of entries to the show
this year, and a re-vamped schedule has been delivered
to every household in the parish.
If needed you can download extra copies and entry forms
from the parish council website:
www.chillertonandgatcombe.org/community/horticultural-society/
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
Into our eighth year now and still going strong, thirteen intrepid teams
arrived on Friday 13th May, wondering what horrors were in store for them! But
we’re not that cruel and as part of her 90th birthday celebrations, we started the
evening with a nice easy round about Her Majesty, the Queen… though try
telling that to the Vardy Bombs (Paul, Julie and Annabel) and Lefte Field
(Steve, Peni, Sam and Kevin) teams who both only managed four points
each… no invitations to a Palace Garden Party coming their way then!
Our teams are really getting the hang of the Joker Round now and are
all consistently getting it right and playing it on their strong rounds. Geography
was a popular joker round and Witless (Marcus, Emily, Ann and Richard),
Vardy Bombs, Ps & Qs, (Nigel, Gill, Julie and Kate) and Red Lorry Yellow Lorry
(who chose their name to try to keep Elizabeth on her toes!), all scored 18.
Going into the second half, with jokers played, the Ps & Qs and the Red
Lorries were neck-and-neck on 59 points, with defending champions, Great
Expectations (Phil, Lesley, Lesley and Hilary) just one point behind - and the
chasing pack closing in on the top three.
With just the photo round to be scored, the Ps & Qs had edged into first
place but determined to return to winning ways, Red Lorry Yellow Lorry joint
top-scored on the photos to snatch the
victory by one point from Ps and Qs (as
Nigel pointed out, at least they are
consistent!) and Great Expectations,
with Vardy Bombs just one point behind them! Only seven points separated the top seven teams so
congratulations to Marcus, Chloe, Simon and Mick!
And well done to Witless who
won the Nearest-the-Bull prize for being closest with their guesstimate of
how many official engagements the Queen carried out in 2015.
Thank you to Elizabeth Peace who as always was excellent in her
question-master role… and to Sam, the terrier who made everybody laugh with
his antics!
As always, a BIG thank you to everybody who comes along, to Brenda,
(our score-checker) and to everybody who helps to clear up afterwards.
The next quiz will be probably be in August …more details nearer the
time….. when we will do it all over again!
(Test YOUR royal knowledge with the questions about the Queen, on page 32).
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As we come to the end of another financial year, we can look back in
pride at what has been achieved with the renovation of the kitchen and toilet
areas in the hall. However, the financial cost of achieving those long term aims
means that we must continue to strive to keep the funds coming in. Regular
hires remain positive but these along with donations from the Village Market
and regular events such as the Bangers and Mash evening only just cover the
normal running costs for the hall.
Three elections have certainly helped to feed the coffers so perhaps we
can spare a positive thought for the Government for holding a General Election,
then the Police and Crime Commissioner Elections and now the forthcoming
Brexit vote. Democracy really does pay.
Without donations from individuals and groups we would not be able to
make the vital improvements that are required to safeguard this wonderful old
building and make it a usable space for the local community. We would like to
give our sincere thanks to everyone; we really do appreciate your generosity.
We hope that the people of the village will continue to support us and
the events that take place using the hall. We need to continue raising funds to
repair the external walls and to protect the building from the damp.
In our last article, we reported the disappearance
of Henry the Hoover. Everyone has been shocked that
someone in our local community would take him and we
do hope that it was a simple mistake. If you have found
him lurking at the back of your cupboard, please return
him. You can leave him on the door step of Heatherbank
or The Lynchets and no questions will be asked.

Chillerton Club
The club is open every Saturday and Monday evenings between
8pm and 11pm.
In response to requests for the club to be open on Friday evenings as
well, a successful evening in May has prompted the club to open its
doors again on a Friday
- on June 17th from 5pm
so why not call in on your way home from work?
There is Bingo on the second and fourth Fridays
of the month, starting at 8pm.
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Weekly Refuse Collections
Despite a few teething troubles and some initial confusion, it would seem that
the recent changes to the weekly refuse collections are now working well.
Tuesday June 21

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday June 28
Tuesday July 5

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday July 12
Tuesday July 19

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday July 26
Tuesday August 2

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday August 9
Tuesday August 16

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday August 23
Tuesday August 30

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday September 6
Tuesday September 13

Green recycling bin/green gullproof sack
Black bin/black gull-proof sack

Tuesday September 20

MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ Steve Holloway, Roger Shepherd, and to our
faithful team of deliverers - Paul, Steve, Felicity, Simon &
Georgina, Gillian, Carolyn, Lorna, and Harriet - for braving
all weathers to get the newsletters to you!!
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 8pm.

CHILLERTON CLUB

Saturdays & Mondays. 8pm to 11pm.

MOTHER &
TODDLER GROUP
SCHOOL
June 24
July 7
July 19
ST OLAVE’S
July 9
July 30
July 31
August 20
PARISH COUNCIL
July 4
August
September 5
QUIZ
To be arranged.
HORT. SOC.
June 18
July 30
VILLAGE MARKET
July 2

Fridays during term-time. Village Hall.
11.30am.

August 6
September 3
CCA
September 12
CHILLERTON CLUB
June 17

2pm.

9.30am to

PTFA Summer Fair. 2.30pm to 4pm.
Sports Day.
Last day for pupils before summer holidays.
Wine-Tasting & Supper. Rookley Pavilion. 7pm.
Gift Day.
Patronal Service. 11am.
Strawberry Tea. 3pm to 5pm.
Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.
At St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
No meeting.
At Village Hall.
Chillerton School at 7.30pm
Chillerton Club at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
Osborne House outing and picnic.
Village Show. Village Green.
Chillerton Village Hall. 10am to noon.
Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Chillerton Village Hall.
AGM. 6pm.
Friday night opening. 5pm.
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News and Views from our Village School
Life can never be boring in a primary school: change is
always around the corner. It is a teacher’s job to best prepare
children for the future but with technological advances and a
changing education system (academies, new curriculum, assessment without levels), a crystal ball would come in handy! At
our school, we embrace change: we nurture our children to be
independent thinkers and confident learners to accept change as
a challenge to achieve their best.
Our school has continued to grow in numbers (waiting list this year)
and with this, we face a new challenge. The heads and governors of the
Stenbury Federation have been looking at ways to maintain the high standards and quality of provision with this increased demand. To this end, an
exciting decision has been reached to employ an additional teacher for
September 2016 and create an additional classroom. We are very fortunate
that, as part of the Federation, we are able to secure financial help and further
protect the future of our village school.
Another challenge is how we can work with the
community to improve pupils’ journey to school. We have
been successful in a bid for a travel grant and are looking
at ways to make the journey to school safer, healthier and
more sustainable for the future. If you would like to get
involved or find out more, please contact me.
Our summer term is always busy but great fun! I enjoyed joining our
families for Walk the Wight – over three quarters of the school joined in! On
Friday 10th we celebrated the Queen’s official birthday with a family picnic.
The following week, the children collaborated to design and build dens as part
of Save the Children Den Day. We will be joining with our Federated schools
for a climbing festival, STEM project (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Maths), Shakespeare workshop, walk on the Stenbury Downs and the Mardi
Gras (carnival) in Ryde.
The summer term would not be complete without
participating in the Country Dancing Festival at Havenstreet
(8th June), our Summer Fair - Rio theme (24th June) and
Sports Day (7th July). Any donations of plants would be
gratefully received.
We very much appreciate our close knit community
and look forward to sharing with you our exciting challenges for the future and
hope that you will continue to support us in some, or all, of these summer
events!
Best wishes
(Acting Headteacher)
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A Sucker for Punishment!
Despite the preceding week being full of heavy rain and strong winds,
mother-luck struck on Sunday May 1st,
and the sun shone brightly, which was
just as well for the 2900 people, plus
their bikes, who were about to descend
on the Island for the 33rd annual Randonnee ride.
Being the sucker for punishment
that I am, and despite my best intentions
to 'get fit in advance' (which never
really materialised!) I entered my fourth
Randonnee.
I mean, how difficult can it be to jump on your bike and cycle 100km
around the coast of the Isle of Wight?!...Answer: Very!! ....anyone would think
I'm getting older or something! I was joined again by my best pal Judith, and
her brave husband Andrew; brave in the sense that he had to put up with us
two all day, with our complaining about all kinds of general bike
related maintenance issues; 'Andrew, can you sort my gears out?' ; 'Andrew,
my chain has come off!" - as well as us complaining about our 'hurty bits'!!
Starting at Yarmouth, we had a thoroughly pleasant jaunt through the
beautiful bluebell-laden back lanes around Newbridge, Newtown and Gurnard,
and on to Cowes, crossing the Floating Bridge effortlessly, before heading up
through East Cowes and onto our first stop, Kite Hill, where we treated ourselves to a slice of Judith's homemade flapjack, and very welcome it was
too, even if she does insist on putting ginger in it!
Next stop Bembridge, where we were served fresh rolls and warm tea
from the hardworking schoolchildren of Bembridge Primary, and where, for the
second year running, we met a man with a mankini!! Suddenly mine and
Judith's fatigue was somewhat lifted!
Then it was on to stops at Alvestone, and Whitwell, and finally the long
haul round the back of the Wight, passing by Compton with impressive speed
and vigour, if only in the hope of the impetus carrying us up at least half of Afton
Down!
Fortunately it did, but our legs were beginning to burn like they've never
burned before! "Hooray!" we all chorused as we reached the summit, for we
knew that it was all downhill from there back to Yarmouth!
What a thoroughly lovely day! We wanted more!...but we can wait until
2017!...Just!
PS If you want to see the photo of the cyclist in his mankini, turn to page
30!!
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Walk the Wight 2016
This was my eighth Walk the Wight, but the first I had walked with my
family. I had hoped for a ‘four-generation-walk’ but as you will see, it didn’t
quite materialize!
Sunday 15th Checklist – waterproof – water – Kendal Mint Cake – one
daughter – one granddaughter…. but no great grandson!!
Sorry to say it but it was FOOTBALL 1 – WALK THE WIGHT 0!! …
but…. there’s always next year!!
Each year when you arrive at the start, whether Bembridge or Carisbrooke, you are immediately aware of a happy expectant atmosphere. Organizers, helpers and marshalls are ready with encouraging words and good luck
wishes. This sets the mood for the day!
Once underway I saw the serious walkers, sensibly and conventionally
dressed, who quickly got into their stride. They would comfortably get to Alum
Bay! Then some walkers who had taken the trouble to walk in fancy dress. I
felt for those in thicker costumes and wigs, and hoped the day would not get
too hot for them. Pictures of blisters and sore feet came to mind when I saw
some brave walkers in footwear not really intended for distance walking – I just
hope my fears for them did not come true!
As usual the walk had funny bits: our own stumbles and near-falls when
not concentrating. We couldn’t stop ourselves from laughing when one little
dog escaped its owner and at the speed of light, rolled in a still-wet cow pat! I
don’t think the owners found it as amusing as we did though!
The Beauty Bits – stunning views, the fresh green of trees, cowslips
and our Island flower, the pyramid orchid, in profusion.
The Brave Bits – one courageous little boy walking in his socks,
carrying his shoes because he had blisters… bless his heart… he completed
the walk though!
We all know that the main object of the day is to fund-raise for the
hospice but there is a lot more than that to the day. For those who love to walk
to those who may not walk again until the next WTW, this good cause unites
people. Complete strangers walk and talk together, exchanging stories and
encouraging each other. If anyone is in trouble, someone will quickly come to
their aid, and stay with them.
Mums and dads with children
– some very young – keeping them
going and teaching them to help others, and there were cheery words from
the marshalls and helpers along the
way.
As the west gets closer, light
aircraft buzz overhead, adding to the
day, as they wave to the walkers.
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The competition between those with targets or ‘personal best’ times is
friendly and with no bickering … just laughter.
Then the welcoming sound of the skirl of the pipes, from two pipers on
the top of the last slope at the Needles. What better for the last push to Alum
Bay than the rousing sound of ‘Flower of Scotland’ and other Scottish numbers.
We reached Alum Bay just over five hours from crossing the start line, and my
family and I held hands as we crossed the finish line together.
Walk the Wight is such a rewarding day. The hospice and everyone,
walkers and support team, gain from being part of it. If you have never walked,
why not give it a try in 2017 and see if you agree with me!!

Chillerton & Rookley
Early Learners and Preschool
The children have been learning about 'caring for others'. They have
been thinking about how they do this themselves whilst they are at
preschool with their friends and how other people in the community care for
other people too.
We went on a trip to Highfield Residential Home before half term to see
how the carers at the home care for the residents. The children sang to the
residents, had some yummy cake and one of the residents read the children a
story.
This half term we joined the school for a picnic to celebrate the Queen’s
90th Birthday. The older children have already started some transition activities
to help to prepare them for moving onto their 'Big Schools'. This time of year
comes around too fast! Although I am sure that all of the
children will love their new schools.
We will be finding out all about what happens in
the summer time, making a beach in the preschool
garden, going on a trip to the beach to do some rockpooling, learning about how to keep safe near the water
(Manager)
and lots more!

DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News is produced by a team of volunteers. All
articles and advertisements are taken in good faith. We cannot take
responsibility for any legal queries resulting from these. Submitted articles
do not necessarily reflect our views. We reserve the right not to
print submitted articles.
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The “Pop-Inn” - Chillerton
The second 'POP-INN' popped up in Chillerton at Lisle Barn on Saturday 21st May. Everything was organised and the pub was ready to welcome
the various residents and friends of Chillerton to come and socialise and have
drinks and fun. Imagine the disappointment when the weather decided to be
typically British and the large ‘pub garden’, which offered a play area for the
children and outdoor games, was shrouded in mist and intermittent showers
which deterred many people from using the outdoor tables and chairs. Hearts
sank as this summer event looked like being a washout!
Fortunately, this had not allowed for the fact that people generally
wanted to support the idea of the Pop-Inn pub. Chillerton has no pub and the
need for such a facility was shown when approximately 150 people passed
through the doors between 2pm and 11pm.
Initially lots of families turned up and in spite of the weather the children
ran and played outside all afternoon, the sound of their laughter was so
cheering that the atmosphere was greatly lifted and the event was set to be a
great success. Against this cheerful background comments such as 'There
must be half of Chillerton School out there' was heard. It certainly seemed like
it and parents were able to enjoy a drink and socialise knowing that their
children were happily occupied.
Inside 'Lisle Barn' people commented on the transformation of the
location from a home to a pub. The barn conversion, with upper gallery and
exposed stone and brickwork, high beamed ceiling and garden room created
the right setting for a communal event in a rural location. People commented
on the character of the building and were truly appreciative of the work that had
gone into making a 'Lovely pub-atmosphere'.
A lot of people were involved in putting this event together and thanks
should go to chief organisers Gareth, Zoe, Paul, Kate and Steve for all their
work leading up to the event. Also thanks to people like Sam, Marcus, Sham,
Kathy and Bob for doing stints behind the bar and Carolyn for providing a
chauffeur shuttle service from the other end of the village up the hill to the pub.
Not least thanks to the hidden workers, Felicity, Sue, Angi, Carolyn and Zoe
who helped Kate in the kitchen providing and serving
the excellent soup, bread cheese and hot drinks. The
home made bread baked by Gillian was very popular
as was the soup made by Carolyn, Sue, Lyn, Jill and
Kate.
Also thanks to St Olave’s Church for loaning
us their soup kettle, which kept the soup warm until
the end of the evening. Furthermore thanks to Ella
and her friends (the Ukeladies) who entertained people with their ukuleles and to six members of the
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Brighstone Barnacles who played and sang at various times in the evening.
They were all warmly welcomed and were very much a part of making this a
happy event.
All the drink was sourced locally maintaining a policy of supporting
Island enterprises and the 'Cowshed' kindly loaned some of the more rural bar
room furniture. In addition the Pop-Inn committee have purchased a quantity of
bar room tables and chairs for use at future Pop-Inn events and would be
available for hire at private indoor events. Jill Luscombe has provided the use
of her storage facility and Doug was co-opted to be the transport manager for
the movement of this furniture to and from the venue. Both deserve our very
sincere thanks.
It is hoped that given the success of this event and the previous event
that the 'Pop-Inn' will pop up again at other venues over the year and as a
non-profit making organisation will be able to donate from profits to local
charities, as well as providing a great night out for the villagers and their friends.
Once again thank you to all those people from the village and beyond
who attended and made for a great day and evening. The clientèle ranged from
a baby-in-arms to nonagenarians. Everybody was welcomed and catered for
and people were happy to help in many ways e.g. clearing
tables, washing up etc., and thanks to the people in Chillerton
Barns who allowed some of their parking spaces to be used.
To those who enjoyed the event and those who were
unable to get there this time, we hope to see you, and
welcome you to future 'Pop-Inn' pop ups. Look out for details
and next venue and date. See you all there!

Our musical Monday mornings continue to delight and it is lovely to
welcome new members, Joy and George who both have brought new ideas.
When numbers are few owing to Bank Holidays or illness we meet at
Garn Lane and George produces wonderful jazz sounds from a hitherto
neglected piano which rejoices in being played!
The village hall continues to be a wonderful main venue
and this May time we are greeted by that beautiful blossoming
cherry tree, martins swooping over the road and sparrows
nesting in eaves by the door. What more could we ask?
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Single Ply Membrane Roofing
- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Slating
- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Tiling
- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Felt Flat Roofing
- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Lead Work
- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits
- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

Velux Windows
- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

– KD&LK GOODALL –
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With the approach of the Queen’s ninetieth birthday I expect many will
be thinking of occasions when they have had some contact with Her Majesty.
In Chillerton older residents will remember the Royal visit to the Island
when our local councillor and High
Sheriff of the Isle of Wight, Roy Westmore, had the prestigious duty of escorting her majesty in her Tour of the
Island. The entourage did not pass
though Chillerton but plenty of the residents went to Carisbrooke to wave as
she entered the castle.
I have personal memories.
Joan and I were invited to a Garden
Party in the sixties. The invitation contained some suggestions as to suitable
attire and strict instructions – NO CAMERAS. Joan spent some time selecting
a suitably decorative hat which she hid
for the journey but put on for the final
approach in the toilet of Victoria Station.
Much later, we received the certificate in the picture* when our sixtieth
wedding anniversary coincided with that of
the 1947 royal wedding. There were, of
course quite a few couples on the Island who
were married in that year and a party was
organised at the Royal Yacht Squadron on
their behalf on 2nd August 2007, the anniversary day.
To the best of my memory one couple had been selected for the honour of
visiting the palace.

Rob and Joan on their wedding
day in 1947 - a lovely photograph!

* Philip and I are delighted to know that
you are celebrating your Diamond Wedding anniversary on 2nd August 2007.
We send our congratulations and best
wishes to you on such a wonderful occasion and are pleased that you share
this special year with us.
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Focus On……
Stephen is the newest member of our Safer Neighbourhoods Team
and joins Tim and Justin in helping us to stay safe!
What are your connections with the Parish? One of the PCSOs for the
South Wight Rural area and a former pupil of Chillerton Primary school in the
early 1970s.
Best and worst things about living here? Best thing the countryside and
the worst congested roads during the summer months.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? Economics.
What’s your favourite holiday destination? The Amalfi Coast in Italy. We
first visited in 1996 and returned last year as there are so places we hadn't
visited on our first visit.
Do you have an unusual hobby /ability? Currency Trading. It's not something that’s widely known but anyone can trade the movements in the currency
markets via an online broker. It's a bit complicated to explain here but it requires
a lot of education on the subject and carries a high level of risk. It's
often referred to as FX trading on the internet.
If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Tom Hanks.
What’s your favourite food?

Italian.

What’s the best Christmas present you’ve ever received? A racing bike.
Favourite book? They Called It Passchendaele: The Story Of the Third
Battle of Ypres and of The Men Who Fought by Lyn McDonald.
Favourite film? The Italian Job… the original film, with Michael Caine. It's a
movie I always remember from when I was growing up. I just love the old Mini
Coopers.
Favourite comedian? Peter Kay.
Favourite piece of music/musician?
like most music.
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I don’t have a particular favourite - I

Which newspaper do you read?

None.

What is “Must-See” TV for you? Documentaries. I really like all documentaries but especially those on History and the Universe.
When was the last time you rode a bike? Three months ago.
What was the last book you read? Trading Chaos by Bill Williams. A book
about how to trade the markets by integrating Chaos Theory with market
sentiment.
What’s the last film you saw at the cinema? Meet the Parents - that was a
long time ago!
Do you like Marmite? No.
What is your earliest memory? Walking to Rookley post office when I was
four years old.
Who would be your three perfect dinner guests? Nicolas Tesla, Neil Armstrong and Ranulph Fiennes.
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Dancing? Masterchef.
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? Give the
money back to the bank.
Would you consider cosmetic surgery? No
What is your greatest fear? Poor health.
Who would you like to be stuck in a lift with? Bear Grylls.
What car would you like to own?

Aston Martin.

Have you ever lied about your age?

Yes - but I am not saying why!

What’s the worst thing you have ever bought? Austin Metro car.
Which item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert island?
A high powered radio transmitter with a fully charged battery.
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When are you at your happiest? When I’m on holiday.
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase? A house.
What do you most dislike about yourself?

I suffer from migraines.

Have you ever been skinny-dipping? No.
Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions?

To travel around the world.

The Chillerton Book Group
We are still flourishing after seven years and have a constant average of nine members
contributing a variety of views at
our monthly Roslin meetings.
New
members
have
brought welcome new reflections
on what is discussed and have
quickly been absorbed into the
relaxed, informal atmosphere
where
there
is
much
incidental humour to alleviate the
effect of some of the more grim
topics raised by books chosen!
The photo shows some of us with the guest author, Mary Grand, who
recently talked of her novel, "Free to be Tegan". Photo courtesy of the County
Press

We’ve had a request (… no… not from Toby!!) to ask
people to be considerate to their neighbours when
lighting a bonfire, or, as we head into summer, having
a barbecue.
If you’d be kind enough to mention it to your neighbours
beforehand so that they can close their windows
and take in any washing etc it would really be
appreciated by them!
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Home Thoughts from A “Broad”!
Since leaving England at what I now recognize was
the very tender age of 21, I’ve lived in California, Guam, New
York, Grenada (and most of the other West Indian islands), the
Virgin Islands, Cozumel, various cities in South Florida and,
for the past couple of decades, New Mexico in the American
Southwest. Throughout my nomadic life, there has been one
constant. When my accent identifies me as “not from around here,” followed by
the inevitable “So where are you from?”, I have always answered, not without
a little pride, “the Isle of Wight.”
Now, it may surprise you to hear not everyone is familiar with the
location of our Garden Isle, some not even with its existence. Responses range
from a totally blank stare, through “So you’re Australian!” to “The cats have no
tails there, right?” From time to time, memories of the sixties will surface and
someone will have a lightbulb-just-turned-on expression and declare “Yeah,
that’s where Hendrix played his last gig!” This is the moment I can announce
“Exactly! And you know what? I was there. I saw him!” With raised eyebrows,
they embark on some inner calculations, and I wilt a little as I see the ensuing
“you’re THAT old” look!
Over the years, I’ve regularly returned to visit my parents who, during
my absence, moved from Bonchurch to Chillerton. Ever since my daughter,
Abigail, arrived 21 years ago in Florida, I’ve brought her to the island annually,
so she can experience and understand the other half of her heritage. The first
few days back in England always require a little adjustment on my part, as I
remember to spell with a zed not a zee (how did I manage to acquire a surname
containing the only letter needing translation?) and, more importantly, to drive
on the “other” side of the road again. Abi’s job as passenger, lo these many
years, has been to utter constant reminders to “stay left, stay left”, often
followed – due to the narrowness of Wight roads – by “too close, TOO CLOSE!”
When I return to work and show American colleagues my photos,
postcards and brochures from the Isle of Wight, they inevitably marvel at its
history and beauty and ask “how could you bear to leave?” Perhaps I haven’t
– at least not completely. Each trip home, complete with walks through the
covered lane or up over the downs, restores me and reinforces my innate
Englishness, and, because it is so much a part of who I am, even after all these
years, the island is with me, no matter where I go.
Jane Buckholz (nee Ackling) grew up in Bonchurch with her brother Roger and
her parents, Walter and Jean, and attended Sandown Grammar School. Her
mother has lived in Chillerton for nearly 40 years. Jane is married to Mark, with
whom she has one daughter, Abigail. She currently lives in Carlsbad, New
Mexico, USA, and can be reached at TheNomadBrit@yahoo.com
New Mexico… so much more than Breaking Bad! Check out the amazing
network of caverns in Carlsbad -Ed.
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As Bob Dylan wrote in 1964 ‘The Times They
Are a-Changin’.
The days of the Parish Priest wandering around
the parish greeting everyone by name are rapidly vanishing (if not gone). The news from the Church of England, especially in our Portsmouth Diocese and even
more so on the Island, is that the Parish Priest, for
various reasons, is a dying breed. Team Ministry is the
new buzz word.
However, despite the troubles of the world shaking our beliefs, GOD is still there and so is our 700+ year
old Gatcombe Church. So it will continue, if the faithful
laity of Chillerton & Gatcombe have anything to do with it, BUT, to quote that
well-known slogan, ‘Use it or Lose it’.
It may be for joint worship, for prayer, for solo contemplation in a calm
and peaceful building, for solace or to give thanks. It may be that one wishes
to meet people, to enjoy social gatherings, to look at the famous windows or
just to sit; for whatever reason, everyone is welcome.
Regular house group meetings for prayer and deeper insight into the
Bible are available; again, anyone is welcome to join in. Details for any of the
activities are displayed on the church porch notice board.
Holy Week, Easter, Ascension and Pentecost are especially poignant
occasions of worship in the Church’s Calendar and these were all recognised
in the church.
Coming up in the next few weeks:
Saturday July 30th.
St Olave's Church’s Gift Day
Sunday July 31st at 11am
Service to celebrate our Patron Saint, Olave.
Bishop Christopher will be our guest. Please come along and make
him welcome!
There are also a couple of popular, fun, social events planned:
Saturday July 9th at 7pm at Rookley Pavilion
Sparkling Wine-Tasting and Supper Event (postponed from May)
Tickets are £10 pp and available from Liz (721086) and Harriet (721766)
Saturday August 20th between 3pm and 5pm
Strawberry Cream Tea.
Tickets (£10 pp) and information from Liz (721086)
Look out for details and join us if you can.
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Geographically the church is not best placed to be at the heart of
Chillerton (more so in Gatcombe) but by holding the July 4th Parish Council
Meeting in the church, hopefully Chillerton people will be reminded it is their
church as well as Gatcombe’s.
In April an informal social evening was held in the church to thank
donors together with those involved in our now completed Vestry project. Plans
are now in progress to repair and make good the church path which became
especially muddy during last winter’s rains.
A current improvement in our funds is allowing us to have the churchyard grass cut more regularly this year (an assessment that has to be made
each year.)
Also held in April was the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. Churchwardens elected for this coming year were Liz Taylor (re-elected) and Nick
Ward.
Villagers were invited to come along and express their opinions and
wishes for the future of the Church as well as hearing reports on the finances
of the Church and past activities.

The Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted on 01983
718908 about any issues and welcomes enquiries
about baptisms and marriages. Please note that his
day off is usually Friday but if you leave him a message, he will ring you back.

First Sunday
Second Sunday
Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday
Fifth Sunday

11am
11am
6.30pm
11am
11am

Holy Communion
All-Age Worship
Evensong
Holy Communion
Service format may vary

If you would like to receive the e-copy of the monthly church newsletter, (St
Olave’s News) free of charge, please email the editor:- jillwebster@mail.com
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News from your IW Ward Cllr Bob Seely
1. Wildflowers. I am meeting with Island Roads in a month or so to
discuss how we can improve verge cutting. I am sensing a feeling amongst
some residents that they would like more sensitive cutting that, safety not
withstanding, preserves some of the wildflowers along our verges. I would be
keen to gauge resident’s feelings on this, so please do tell me what you think,
and if you think there are any areas of verges that should/could be left uncut
between April and late July, to let the flowers seed. I will take these suggestions to Island Roads to discuss them. I enclose a couple of photos to show
what lanes look like with or without the flowers.

2. Pop-up Pub. Good to see so many people at the pop-up pub on
Saturday 21 May at Lisle Barn. Well over 100 people attended, including a
lovely banjo band, and some shanty singers who came all the way from distant
Brighstone. Thank you to Steve Hoyle, Gareth Rider and Paul Wells for the
idea to have these regular pop-up events. They are an exceptionally good idea
and are a great way to get the community together. Thank you also to Paul
and Kate for hosting the latest event in their lovely house. I hope they didn’t
regret it on Sunday morning!
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3. Rural broadband. BT have completed the
work for the fibre-to-the-premises (FTTP) broadband to
the postcodes PO303HB, PO303HG, PO303HH and
PO303HQ and that anyone living in these postcodes can
now, depending on their contract, get much faster broadband speeds, apparently up to 300mbps. I am also
delighted that the Government have announced that we
will have the right to faster broadband. The Government
is promising to ensure investment, and BT is committing
an extra £200 million. I will update you accordingly.
4. Rubbish Collection. There have been a few teething problems
with the new rubbish collection service, although for the most part the switchover seems to be taking place reasonably well. If you disagree, or are having
problems with the new contractor, please let me know.
I hope you all have a happy summer.
Email to residents - I am planning to send out an occasional email (no
more than three or four per year) on local matters to residents. If you would like
to be included on the list, please email me on bob.seely@ymail.com and let me
know.
Speak to you all soon.
(Cllr Bob Seely) Isle of Wight Councillor for Central Wight.
Mob. 07714 750 151

YOUR PARISH MATTERS!
How many people actually read the notices
on the boards nowadays apart from dog-walkers? Not
many, so YOUR PARISH MATTERS! is a way of
keeping you up to date with what’s going on in the
parish….. an electronic notice board.
So, if you are involved with a club, association
or society and have an event you’d like promoting, or
if there is anything going on that you think people should be aware of, any
questions you’d like to ask, just let me know the details and we can ask the
community!
We’ll also remind you about events and be able to keep you up to date
with all and any news from around the parish.
If you haven’t had a YOUR PARISH MATTERS! email before and
you’d like to be added to the emailing list, just send a quick email to
(jill.webster@outlook.com)
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Hilton Taylor… Remembered
August 17th 1927 - May 2nd 2016
It is impossible to capture in just a few words the true essence of Hilton
Taylor and all that he brought to those whose lives he touched but here, we
look back at his life experiences which help us to remember him with fondness,
love and affection and… possibly a wry smile too! Since he passed, many
tribute words have been spoken about him; an amazing man, larger than life, a
mind full of knowledge, unique, a character. All words that describe him perfectly.
Born, raised and lived all of his life in Chillerton, a true villager to the
core. As a ‘nipper’ Hilton delivered the County Press papers in the village and
would tell stories of growing up during war-time of air raids, hearing the guns
from the Polish boat stationed at Cowes. How in 1941 bombs dropped between
Chillerton and Ramsdown smashed all the windows from the chapel down to
Rome Cottage. Being under-age and with NO driving licence, how he used to
transport the ammunition around for the home-guard on exercise!
Hilton’s family take up his story - dad started his long working life at
Verandah Villa for his uncle, Harold Allen, looking after animals and doing
general farm work.
1949 was a busy year; mum and dad were married and moved into
April Cottage in the village. Our eldest brother, John, arrived later that year and
dad started work at Chillerton Farm for the Westmores, where among many
skills he became an accomplished horseman
working with Suffolk Punches.
An honorary life-member of Chillerton
Club since 1948 a story comes to mind of how
in 1949 Albert Henton was the best billiards
player in the club, but dad beat him and won
the club cup.
In 1954 dad began work for the Henton family and he became ‘part of the scenery’
at Loverstone Farm for over 30 years. Like us
Taylor-family children, the Henton family were
lucky enough to grow up with dad around and
they all have as much affection for his knowledge, skill and above all, his kindness over
many years.
During the 50s and 60s Robert,
Charles, Ann and then finally, Mark arrived
and we moved to Kervil Cottage. Growing up,
we all, as his children were lucky enough to
have the most wonderful memories of being
‘sent off to work’ with dad on a Saturday morning. Off to Gagger Hill, Beaper,
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Atherfield, Scotland Farm and many other ‘exotic’ island destinations to dig
trenches, put in building footings, drive tractors, riddle spuds and dad’s favourite pastime… cutting down trees!! Oh how he loved cutting down trees!
Although not the ones that he found out AFTER felling had a preservation order
on them…..ooops!!
From the mid-80s onwards, self-employed dad continued using his
skills and knowledge doing work for many people across the Island. He never
really retired, just slowed down a bit as he got older but was always ‘doing
something’. He loved his garden, loved being active, loved work and loved life.
Helping out in the summer haymaking, straw carting and milking cows
on Sundays at Kervil for his brother, Alan. We remember about eight years
ago, when he was 80, dad was up on the roof repairing the chimney at
Oakdene. Mum could be heard yelling at him to ‘get down from there you silly
fool’- he was only doing it to prove he could still get up on the roof!
As we all know, dad was a man of great conversation. He would natter
and yarn all day long telling stories of his life experience, sharing his opinions
on any subject you could think of (especially trees!) and letting you know how
you should be doing things properly, but HIS way! We will all miss that famous
opening line of dad’s – ‘Huh, well, did I ever tell you….?’
We have wonderful memories of our holidays - we were so lucky going
to Cornwall, Devon, Wales – although in those days it it seemed to take forever
to get there in the car.
Grandchildren were taken for day trips on the train to London, Bournemouth and other mainland destinations. Delivering them to Sunday school and
car rides around the Island with their great-granddad. Up to see Charlie, Lynn
and the boys in Guildford, up to see Rob, Sue and the kids in Norfolk and then
shock/horror/surprise… off on a coach trip to Germany!
Above all, with dad everything always revolved around his family. John,
Robert, Charles, Ann, Mark, their wives and partners, the grandchildren and
great grandchildren. We never wanted for anything and he was always there
for us. Although not always said, we know how much he loved us and how
proud of us all he was. All loved and adored in equal measure.
Dad, like us, was lost after mum passed six years ago and he never
really recovered but thanks to Ann, he still remained independent and active.
Still living at home and driving his car. Indeed at 88 and only a few days before
he died he was in his shed making cupboard doors and hammering nails into
wood, just like he always did.
As family and friends we must all take joy and comfort that we were so
lucky to have known him for such a long time. His passing will leave a large hole
in our lives but also leaves a lasting legacy with his character and love of life
and we can consider ourselves privileged and honoured to have known this
truly lovely, generous, fantastic man.
Simply unique and will be sadly missed as a friend, a dad, a granddad
and great-granddad. He will be forever in our hearts.
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Alan Taylor
March 6th 1931 - May 19th 2016
It is unlikely that many villagers remember Alan as he had been
removed from his previous active life as the local tenant farmer, and confined
to Bank Cottage with Parkinsons for many years.
Those of us who have lived in Chillerton for some time will recall many
things… now only memories. We remember hearing his tractor travelling down
to Kervil dairy for milking at 6am every morning and seeing his Guernsey herd
making its way along what is now the village green, to and from its pastures.
We recall how in summer people, mainly youngsters, helped stack the
bales in Greenlands and travelled down Garn Lane perched precariously on
the top of a trailer loaded with those bales; Alan driving the tractor down the
same lane with a new born calf in its trailer and the anxious mother stumbling
anxiously behind.
When we first arrived at Garn Lane he was a great help and even
brought his plough to prepare an area for a market garden. When we let our
small field produce hay, he would bring his tractor, turn the hay and then bale
it for us.
Any mention of Alan conjures up a picture of his devoted wife, Joyce,
who often joined him in the milking parlour. Happier memories are almost
erased by the effect that her unstinting, loving care of Alan had upon her so
that, sadly, she herself has had to leave Bank Cottage to be cared for.
There we are - two Chillerton countrymen, brothers Alan and Hilton,
leaving us within weeks of one another.

Margaret Eva Rose Hayden
October 15th 1937 - February 22nd 2016
Margaret was born and brought up in Gatcombe and had links with
Chillerton, and St Olave’s Church all of her life. She was baptised, married
and a choir member there, and was a long-time member of the Gatcombe
Mother’s Union.
She was involved with the villages and was caretaker and a dinner
lady at Chillerton School, and entered many classes in the Chillerton Show.
Margaret was frustrated when she became housebound and was
unable to run her home without help, but despite failing health, she could
nearly always raise a smile!
We remember Margaret with love and thanks for all she contributed
to the life of Chillerton and Gatcombe.
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We now have a confirmed line-up of councillors and are back to the
required complement of five. We welcome Juliet Davies to the team; Juliet has
lived in the parish for two years and has experience in other parts of the Island
of developing amenities for young people.
I have now taken on the role of Chair, with Sue Barber as Vice-Chair
and PC representative on the committee of the Community Association. Steve
Rowntree looks after our fixed assets and upkeep of the Green and playing
field, while Phil Slater is our representative on the IW Association of Local
Government.
1) Many thanks to the residents who completed our parish survey, the
results of which are being fed into the five year plan for the parish. Sue Barber
is leading on this:
At the Parish meeting in May Cllr Barber thanked the team of people
that had collected the surveys. The return was 35%, which is considered
statistically significant as a rate of return in research terms. The action plan is
being worked on and then, subject to ratification, the Plan will be circulated.
Cllr Barber went through the results at the meeting which will be
available as an appendix to the Plan. She highlighted a number of suggestions
that had been made, including a part-time shop and developing countryside
walks. A shop could be linked to the outlets in Rookley or Chale or perhaps
operate on trust, similar to the unmanned shop in Havenstreet. This will be
discussed in detail at future PC meetings. (From Parish Council Minutes)
2) The regular liaison with Island Roads continues and we have had
some success with lobbying them to work on clearance of overhanging trees,
gullies and ditches. However you will have noted that our ‘trouble spots’ for
flooding are still with us: for example permanent water sits on the bend in
Gatcombe opposite Gatcombe House wood and lake, and the road opposite
Chillerton Barns continues to fill up whenever it rains. We have managed to get
a regular monthly cleaning of the two gullies scheduled but even this is not
coping with run-off from roads and fields.
The other main improvement we are lobbying for is the renovation of
the bus shelter on the entrance to Gatcombe. In the past this structure was
maintained by the parish council. Island Roads are now responsible for bus
shelters and this has joined the list of works we have
requested.
If you have any other ongoing problems that
you want Island Roads to deal with, please let me
know. Finally, in 2016 the only scheduled complete
re-surfacing work we know of for this parish is on
Brook Lane, across the ford. We will be very impressed if they are able to deal with the near
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permanent flow of water from gardens, fields and rising springs. Following
lobbying by local residents we may also be able to get Roslin Lane re-surfacing
onto the schedule.
3) A small number of dedicated residents collect litter on our roads,
footpaths and bridleways. We have received some gloves and bags from
Amey, and long handled litter pickers from the Footprint Trust. If you would like
to join that team, as several areas of the network aren’t covered, please contact
me.
4) The celebratory village picnic in June for Her Majesty the Queen’s
90th birthday could not go ahead as key volunteers will be away.
(Chair)
Have you or do you know anybody who has moved into
the parish in the last three months?
Please let Gillian know (721519) and she will deliver a
copy of the local directory to them.

Please keep saving your Stamps!
Thank you once more to everybody for saving
their used stamps for me. Please keep up the great
work! I am very happy to come and collect them from
you so please ring me on 721542 to arrange a time to
suit you.

Caption Competition!
Ok….you have been warned!!!
So, let’s turn this into a Caption
Competition! Just send an email or
note-by-hand,** with your caption suggestions to me before July 31st.
A £10 M&S voucher will go to
the best suggestion!
** jill.webster@outlook.com or
1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd..
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch
PC Tim Campany and
PCSOs Justin Keefe and
Stephen Oatley are our
Safer Neighbourhood
Team. Fortunately we don’t
need to call them often but
if you do, their contact
details are on page 33.

BEWARE OF ROGUE TRADERS CALLING AT YOUR HOME
As Summer approaches we all think about home repairs and improvements.
Rogue traders have the same thoughts.
The Island has seen an increase in traders calling at Island homes offering
various services such as loft insulation, drainage, jet washing drives, cutting
back trees and roof repairs.
The Isle of Wight Council, Trading Standards Service, working in partnership
with the Police are warning residents that traders are operating on the Island
and to be extremely careful before discussing any work that a trader who calls
at your door may suggest requires doing. NEVER pay upfront to cold callers,
and if you require work doing to your home always try to obtain at least two
written quotes.
These traders are often unqualified conmen who will overcharge for unnecessary repairs/services which will be of poor quality. Legislation protecting
consumers requires cold callers to give consumers a ‘Cancellation Notice’
giving 14 days to cancel the contract made for over £42. Failure to issue a
cancellation notice in the correct manner is a criminal offence.
The Isle of Wight Council Trading Standards run a trader approve scheme
where local traders are vetted for compliance with consumer legislation. For
further information on the Isle of Wight Trader Approval Scheme please contact
823000 or look at our website https://www.iwight.com/business.
Please be vigilant if you have elderly or vulnerable neighbours and report your
concerns to the Police on 101 or the Trading Standards Service hotline on
823371.
We are committed to protecting Island residents but we need information from
you on who is cold calling in your area.
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A Right Royal Quiz!
1

The Queen was born in Buckingham Palace. Yes or No?

2

How many great-grandchildren does the Queen have?

3

Which breed of dog is famously associated with the Queen?

4

Which year did the Queen describe as her annus horribilis?

5

What’s the date of the Queen’s actual birthday?

6

By Royal Appointment, Rigby and Peller supply the Queen with what?

7

How many children did the Queen give birth to after she became Queen?

8

How many different Prime Ministers have served the Queen?

9

The Queen was crowned in St Paul’s Cathedral. Yes or No?

10

Which couple’s challenge in early May made the Queen say ‘Boom? Really?
Please!’
Answers on Page 34

The deadline for items for the Autumn Chillerton and
Gatcombe News is August 17th 2016.
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DOCTORS
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27, Pyle St., Newport.
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport.
CHEMISTS
Boots
124-126 High St., Newport.
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Newport.
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,
Newport.
ST OLAVE’S CHURCH, GATCOMBE
Rev. Marcus Bagg, 56, Castle Rd., Newport. PO30 1DP

522150
840626
523525
522198
522595
522346
522638
718908

HOSPITAL
St Mary’s, Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

524081

POLICE (Non-Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany - tim.campany@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Justin Keefe - justin.keefe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Stephen Oatley - stephen.oatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Jill Webster
- jillwebster@mail.com
Doug Barber - doug.barber@zen.co.uk

721483
721128

CHILLERTON & ROOKLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Main Rd., Chillerton - admin.chillerton@lineone.net

721207

LIBRARY
Lord Louis Library, Orchard St., Newport.

527655

MOBILE LIBRARY
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe.
Three-week rotation. Details on - libraries@iow.gov.uk

BUS INFORMATION
Southern Vectis - www.islandbuses.info
REFUSE & RECYCLING
See page 7
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203880

827000

Your Parish Council
Parish Clerk
Maxine Yule

01983 639449

maxyule@gmail.com
293, Arctic Road, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7PJ

Chairman
Gillian Belben

01983 721519

gb.cgparish@gmail.com

Vice Chair
Sue Barber

01983 721128

sb.cgparish@gmail.com

Steve Rowntree

01983 721567

steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

Phil Slater

01983 721282

ps.cgparish@gmail.com

Juliet Davies

01983 721448

jd.cgparish@gmail.com

Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley Primary
School, and start at 7pm unless otherwise stated.

July 4

August

September 5

(At St Olave’s Church)

(No meeting)

(Village Hall)

Quiz Answers
1

No

6

Underwear

2

Five

7

Two

3

Corgi

8

Twelve

4

1992

9

No

5

April 21 1926

10

Michelle and Barack
Obama
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This newsletter is delivered free of charge to all residents of the
parish of Chillerton and Gatcombe.
If you live outside the parish and would still like a copy then we
will be very happy to send you an email copy free of charge, or
a hard copy via the post for £1 to cover the additional costs.
Please contact the editor.

Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe News from as little as £15
for one year (four issues). For more information please ring Steve
Holloway on 721654 or email steve@median-accountancy.co.uk
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