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As we slip gently into Keats’s ‘season of
mists and mellow fruitfulness’, we take time for a
round-up of some the great events that have taken
place over the last few months, from the inaugural
Chillerton Fair to the well-established and traditional
Flower Show, and the ambitious but very successful
Afternoon Tea, staged by St Olave’s.
We also begin a new feature taking a look at some of the rare plants
found in the parish, but our old favourites such as Focus On, Nature Notes and
Hilton Remembers are still featured, along with updates and news from our
various clubs, groups, associations and organizations. For such a small parish,
there really is a lot going on here!
We would love to hear from you with your likes/dislikes or any suggestions you may have for new features for future issues though.
Deadline for items for the WINTER newsletter is November 18th 2013
(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton.
PO30 3EP. Tel. 721483 or email jillwebster@mail.com)

TRAFFIC SURVEY
We hope you will take the time to read and
complete the Traffic Survey, devised by the
parish council, which has been delivered
along with your
Chillerton and Gatcombe News.
It is important to fill it in AND return it
particularly if you believe
that measures need to be taken to reduce
issues caused by speeding traffic.
Please complete and return the survey
….even if you DON’T think there are any
problems.
THANK YOU.
Please contact any of your parish
councillors if you would like to
discuss any matters.
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
With all that rain and cold and snow
We thought the plants would never grow
But given love and t.l.c.
The flowers were there for all to see!
High Sheriff, Mary, opened it
And Pete’s Sake joined with their music.
Inside the tent with judging done
We wondered if we might have won.
A giant hosta, juicy fruit
And flowers in a welly boot.
A garden scene was also there
With lots of fairies everywhere.
The runner beans looked very green
And all the spuds were nice and clean.
The cakes were looking oh so nice
I wished I could have had a slice!
The knitted scarves were nice and neat
And children’s cup cakes looked a treat.
Outside some races to be run
Brought shrieks from children having fun.
Some plants to buy and darts to play
And books to read another day.
A motor trike of massive size
And hoopla rings to win a prize.
The swingboats from a bygone age
And tools that used to be the rage.
The coconuts and skittles too
All there for you to have a go.
The belly dancers did their bit,
I rather think the men liked it!
The Manor tours were going fine
And also teas served on the lawn.
We give our thanks to helpers all
To Colonel Webber most of all.
We’re pleased to see him back at Sheat.
He also won some cups, that’s great!
A super Show, it didn’t rain.
Let’s do it all next year, again!
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What a FANTASTIC afternoon at
the horticultural show!
Thank you so much for all your
hard work. At the risk of sounding like the
Queen (Elizabeth, not Victoria) ‘Weren’t we
lucky with the weather?’ Although Queen
Victoria did grace the show with her presence. She arrived at the showground
in the front seat of my car and the boys insisted she wear a seat belt!!!!
She thought it a very convenient way to travel, although she didn’t think
John Brown would approve of a horseless carriage!!! (No she didn’t, pull
yourself together, she’s a SCARECROW and as such can’t speak. Fertile
imagination taking over as usual!!!)
The grandsons said it was their LUCKY DAY. Two firsts and a second
in the children’s photography classes, a coconut from the shy, first prize in St
Olave’s treasure map game, Lynn (Murdoch) bought them shortbread and Jill
(Luscombe) ice creams, and finally Gillian gave them two boxes of ice pops!!!
Really worth helping out on the bookstall they thought. Jack (the middle
one and the animal lover) was especially pleased that Lynn let him look after
her dog Lyra all afternoon.
Sadly my daughter, her partner and his two boys were away, and Jack
had a badly-healed broken arm, so we had to withdraw from the tug-o’- war but
the enthusiastic shouts from across the grass let us know that the Chillerton
and Gatcombe Olympics were a rival to last year’s global event!!
We were especially pleased that the bookstall managed to raise nearly
£80 for the Horticultural Society.
I don’t know how well the other stalls did but the cake stall next door to
us did a roaring trade and the tea tent looked as if they were run off their feet!!!
What a happy afternoon. Can we do it all again next year, please?
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“Tea at The Ritz”

(Well, Gatcombe Church style in reality!)
Embroidered table cloths came out of mothballs, china tea sets were
dusted and washed, silver spoons and tea forks polished and what a picture
Gatcombe Church looked dressed in all this finery.
Next came the beautiful flower arrangements and then the ‘piece de
resistance’, the fabulous array of dainty sandwiches and cakes (with Queen
Victoria presiding over it all).
The bevy of trim young
waitresses (I may be slightly exaggerating here!!) waited with bated breath for the company to
arrive along with the collective
gasp of appreciative astonishment at this wondrous scene. (I
bet you wish you had booked a
place now, if you didn’t!)
The afternoon proceeded
with an atmosphere of ‘bonhomie’, the maestro providing delicate
background strains from the organ, waistbands being stretched and the aforementioned waitresses scurrying
around with tea pots (whilst muttering that they will never take up waitressing
as a career – whoops, maybe I shouldn’t have mentioned that!)
As always the success of this event, as with other Church fund-raising
events, was due to the dedication, hard work and generosity of those who
organized it and to them go special thanks.
Approximately £460 was raised for Church funds although the real
satisfaction is gained from seeing so many people enjoying themselves within
the Church walls.
Thanks are also due to the
people who kindly loaned their beautiful china and silverware, I hope they
were pleased to see it being put to
such good use.
With most people having been
dispatched with a ‘doggy bag’ the
Church was quickly restored to good
order in time for Morning Service and
the Archdeacon’s visit the next day.
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Osborne House, Isle of Wight

With thanks to Harriet Robinson for intercepting and sharing the above with us!

The Chillerton Club
Despite the inclement weather, The Chillerton Club Barbecue saw a full-house enjoy the burgers and hot dogs kindly prepared by Roger, Janet
and Angela.
Thanks to all those attendees, mainly from
outside the village, who made it a successful
evening.
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Marathon Anyone?
There are a lot of keen amateur runners out there for whom completing
a marathon is perhaps the ultimate ambition; something to aim for after the
years of training when the lesser 10k and half-marathon challenges have been
dutifully ticked off. In short, the marathon is ‘the big one’.
So, how about entering one for your very first event, aged 46, and when
your ‘race pedigree’ extends to no more than a few cross-country outings at
school? Oh, and give yourself just six months to prepare … step forward
Sharon Tosdevin!
Sharon, for those who do not know her, is the ever-smiling, better half
of the CS Vehicles partnership found in the small business park at Sheat Manor
Farm at the far end of Chillerton. While partner Charlie fixes, mends and
generally curses the Island’s vehicles back to life, Sharon calmly keeps the
business wheels turning from the office next door to the workshop.
I start by asking her how this all came about. She explains that for a
couple of years she had been looking for a challenge, something to get her out
and about. Running had been something she’d fancied so she promptly
entered the London Marathon (as you
do!).
Sadly, her chosen charity,
The British Heart Foundation, did not
have a place in this always over-subscribed event but offered her the Edinburgh Marathon instead. She
accepted. She had still not run 26
yards let alone 26 miles at this stage.
So, just how do you prepare
to run a marathon in just six months?
Sharon simply downloaded a training
plan from the Internet, bought some
trainers and started to run.
The first plan lasted six weeks
and started with a ‘run a minute, walk
a minute’ regime. Slowly this built up
and by February she was ready to
start a sixteen-week programme that
would lead her right up to the race. This was tougher going, requiring her to run
every other day.
One day would be four miles, then seven miles, then four miles again
with a longer run on a Sunday which ended up at 18 miles. The theory goes
that if you can run 18 miles then you can complete a marathon. Personally, I
think I’d like proof of that!
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If you can remember Spring this year, you will recall that it didn’t really
happen. It was wet for a couple of months and then bitterly cold and sometimes
a mixture of both! Yet, every other evening after work Sharon went out and did
the miles. Charlie was supportive, often cooking his speciality beans on toast
and being an ultra keen and competitive cyclist himself, he knew a lot of what
she was going through. With a month to go she was completely on schedule
and success was looking entirely possible.
But then disaster struck. A knee injury required physio and a complete
suspension of training. For the last two weeks Sharon was able to do no
running at all. This meant travelling to Edinburgh (they had booked a week’s
holiday there already) with no idea whether her knee would last and even if it
did, whether she was now even fit enough to get near completing the gruelling
26 mile course. Stressful? Well, apparently not. On the night before, she slept
soundly, got up, had a decent breakfast and turned up at the line feeling a little
nervous but otherwise fresh and ready to go.
And, yes, as we reported in the last magazine … she did it! Her knee
was fine throughout and her time of 5:46:45 was pretty much the same pace as
her training runs all those weeks before.
There were another 15,000 competitors that day all enjoying the same
cool, dry weather and terrific support from the crowds lining the streets. Charlie
admits to being far more nervous than Sharon was from his position on the
finish line and being so relieved when she trotted home on time and unscathed.
What of the legacy? A one off? Certainly not! October 6th sees Sharon
competing in the Bournemouth marathon and this time there are no injuries to
report in the run up.
She admits to being fitter than she has ever been. She’s lost weight and
on top of that she is raising money for great causes. The British Heart Foundation gained £580 as a result of Sharon’s Edinburgh efforts and she would like
to thank everyone who sponsored her.
Her advice to anyone else who feels a bit inspired by her story is ‘Go
for it, you can do anything you set your mind to’!

Lorna Hills is collecting used stamps
to raise money for
The Isle Of Wight Society for the Blind
so please just cut any you receive off the
envelopes and when you’ve collected a
few, ring Lorna in 721542 and she will
come and collect them from you.
THANK YOU!
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Focus On…….
If you read The County Press, you will know who Alan is…. for
those who don’t read it, (IS there anybody who doesn’t read
it??!!) he is the editor of the newspaper.
What are your connections with the Parish? I lived in Chillerton (Lansdown
Gardens) from 1987 to 1993 with my young family.
Best and worst things about living here? Best: the fabulous walks on the
downs with my springer spaniel. Worst: nothing really but a village pub would
have been nice.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? Tough one: Cricket is my passion, but Bruce Springsteen and Laurel
and Hardy would be for later rounds!!!
What’s your favourite holiday destination? Lucky enough to go to India
and Nepal last year. Most amazing experience of my life.
Do you have an unusual hobby/ability? I am developing into a real chillihead. I grew some from seed and love cooking with them.
Worst holiday? A wet week in Wales as a child. Mum and Dad saved us by
taking us home half way through the monsoon week.
If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you? My
kind colleagues think it would have to be Danny De Vito (thanks guys!)
Europe and the Common Market...in or out? I think strong links with Europe
are very important in a changing world, but I can see the arguments against.
On balance, in.
What’s your favourite food? Haven't got enough pages to tell you but good
old fish and chips is still a favourite, as is all fish.
What’s the worst Christmas present you’ve ever received? My birthday is
Christmas Day and I once received a plastic drinks coaster set for my 21st
birthday. Nice!
Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not? Irrespective of what I think, I don't think it will ever happen,
for financial reasons.
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Favourite book? The Gringo Trail by Mark Mann, a fantastic factual story of
travelling in South America that reads like a novel. Makes you think about the
meaning of life.
Favourite film? Strangely, I have always loved Saturday Night Fever. It is far
more gritty than people think as a growing-up film.
Favourite piece of music/musician? Because the Night by Patty Smith (an
amazing Bruce Springsteen song).
Monarchy or Republic? Pass!
Which newspaper do you read? The Independent.
What is “Must-See” TV for you? The Sopranos and Boardwalk Empire.
When was the last time you rode a bike? A few weeks ago. Still get out
occasionally but it is an autumn resolution to cycle more.
Who would be your perfect /fantasy dinner guest? Nigella Lawson (as long
as she offers to bring the food).
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Dancing?
Masterchef (you don't want to see me dance!).
If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? A cat, just the
right level of independence and need for company.
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? Repay it.
It would be theft.
What is your most embarrassing moment? Many, but my annual faux pas
is forgetting the date of the WI annual conference where I give out a trophy
(sorry ladies!).
Would you consider cosmetic surgery? Definitely not. Apart from genuine
need cases, I think it feeds into a society that values superficial looks above
more valuable qualities.
What car would you LIKE to drive??!! Not really a petrol head but every man
fancies themselves in a Ferrari, I guess.
Have you ever lied about your age?
proud of being 29.

Not that I can remember, I am quite
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What’s the worst thing you have ever bought? A second hand Ford Escort
that did about ten miles to the gallon!
Which luxury item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert
island? A guitar (see below)
Do you play a musical instrument? No, I am totally musically inept but would
love to be able to play an instrument.
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase?
overlooking the sea.

A house

Have you ever been skinny-dipping? Not that I can remember!
Best Parish memory? Walks with my springer spaniel along the downs
overlooking the village.
Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions?
coastal path is one.

Many, but walking the Cornish

How would you like to be remembered?
others...it is a much underrated quality.

As someone who was kind to

The Chillerton Quiz Nights presents…!
It’s back!!! Time for you to get your brains out of mothballs as the
Chillerton Quiz returns after the summer break.
Our next quiz is on Friday September 27th. at Chillerton’s primary school
and it starts at 7.30pm….be there a little earlier if you can.
It still costs ONLY £1.50 per person to enter, with teams of no more
than four players. BYOB and crisps/nibbles etc OR have delicious homemade cake, and tea or coffee for £1…..or do both!
We have a raffle too (donated prizes are always
very welcome).
ALL our profits go to good and local causes.
If you have never been but are thinking about it…and
would like to know what the questions are like, email
me for a copy of a previous quiz!
(jill.webster@mail.com)
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45 pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 8 pm.

HAPPY CIRCLE

2nd & 4th Mondays. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm

THURSDAY CLUB

2nd Thursday. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm

2 pm.

SCHOOL
October 25

Half term begins

November 4

Return after half term.

ST. OLAVE’S
September 28
September 29

Harvest Supper. Fish & Chips at Rookley Pavilion.
7.30pm
Harvest Festival. 11am.

October 5

Churchyard Maintenance Day from 9.30am

October 12

Coffee Morning & Produce Sale. 10am - 12.30pm

November

Christmas Craft Fair. 10am - 2pm

PARISH COUNCIL

Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.

October 7
November 4
December 2
QUIZ
September 27
HORT. SOC.

Chillerton School unless otherwise stated.
Starts at 7.30pm.
Chillerton Club unless otherwise stated.
Meetings yet to be arranged.

CCA
November 30
VILLAGE MARKET

Chillerton Village Hall
Christmas Fair. 1pm until 3pm
Chillerton Village Hall 10 am - noon.

September 14/21/28

Produce only.

October 5

Produce and Cafe.

November 2

Produce and Cafe.

December 7

Produce and Cafe.
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Parish Rarities
Number 1
The Bee Orchid (Ophrys Apifera)
The bee orchid is found in at least
two places in this parish. It is a perennial
herbaceous plant, flowering between
mid-April to July. The flowers, up to 12
on a single stem , have pale pink outer
petals and greenish-pink inner petals.
The stem may be only 5 inches tall, or
reach 18 inches according to habitat. It
gets its name from a bee-shaped and
bee-coloured lip which appears to be
resting on the flower.
In some years they appear in
great numbers, while in others there are
none at all. Counting the number of
blooms is an important ritual for a number
of wildflower lovers in Chillerton and Gatcombe. We feel lucky to see several
dozen at a time on Chillerton Down.
As with other wildflowers, the bee
orchid had declined in England since the
1930s due to the ploughing of grasslands. Tiny seeds can blow several miles
on the wind, hence its ability to appear
unexpectedly in new areas of disturbed ground such as road cuttings and old
industrial sites. When coarser vegetation appears it tends to give up. It prefers
living on short turf and chalk, and can also be seen on verges with poor soil and
fewer rank weeds.
It has both an enemy and a friend in grazing sheep. Sheep keep the
grass short and provide a clear space for downland orchids to thrive. But sheep
put to graze when orchids are flowering like to nibble the flower heads, so they
cannot go to seed. Verge-cutting at the wrong time will also damage their habitat
on roadsides and footpaths. On one site in this parish a farmer was asked to
withhold cutting a bank till the end of summer, and henceforth groups of up to 15
orchids each year have been seen.
On the island bee orchids used to be picked for sale. They might get as
far as London, where it is recorded that in 1964 a flower stem sold for a shilling
and sixpence. They are now rather rare in this parish. So if you see one, invite
your family and friends to visit, and return next year to see if they are still there.
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It is the only one of the Orchis family that prefers to self-pollinate, so the
bee-shaped lip, designed through evolution to attract a male bee to pollinate,
is strangely redundant in this area. Only in Mediterranean regions does the
orchid have to be pollinated by a bee, where it also produces a scent which
mimics that of a female bee.
So Mr Darwin, which came first, the bee-shaped orchid flower or the
orchid flower-shaped bee? They probably helped each other along.
If you know of other ‘parish rarities’, let me know and they’ll be featured
in later issues.
(721519 or sheat3@btinternet.com)

We are all looking forward to a busy Autumn term at Chillerton and
Rookley school.
Throughout the summer holidays the children's toilets have been refurbished and now have new flooring, bright new cubicles, shiny basins and
sensor taps and lighting. The old roof at the back of the school has been re-tiled
and now looks amazing.
The school council have worked with the pupils to redesign the cloakroom area for hanging coats, etc and it has been decided that the area will be
repainted in blue and orange with matching coat hooks and shelves. We think
that this will brighten up what was previously a gloomy area in the school.
New prefects and head prefects have been appointed and the staff are
all confident that all pupils this year will continue to work very hard and carry on
the excellent academic progress made last year.
We are having an open morning on Tuesday 1st October to enable both
existing and new parents to see both the school and pre-school in progress.
We look forward to seeing as many parents as possible. If you are not
able to make this day, then please ring the school on
721207 for an alternative date.
We also have a thriving toddler group running
every Wednesday morning from 9.15 - 11.00. Babies
from birth to school age are all welcome.
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Quarterly Report from IW Cllr Bob Seely
First, I hope everyone had a restful summer and was able to enjoy the
wonderful weather that we have had on the Island.
Roads.
Island Roads have brought a jet-patching machine to the Island. This
is a device which repairs potholed and damaged rural roads. I have worked
hard to make sure that many of our roads are included on the repair list for the
West Wight.
The jet-patching process is much quicker than normal repair work, so
it gets more done. It is also several times cheaper than the old-fashioned
process of road-filing. However, the process is not without its flaws. It does
not result in the straight edges which are associated with the more traditional
patching methods, so it can initially look a bit untidy. Also, the patches are
initially higher than the road surface around them. Unlike normal road repairs,
the tarmac is compressed by motorists driving over the bitumen. Some
residents have complained both about the untidy ‘look’ and the bits of bitumen
on the road and on their cars.
Personally I think the jet-patcher is very good for our part of the Island
as it enables more of our roads to be repaired to a higher standard. However,
I have been contacted by residents irritated by what they see as poor work. I
have met with Island Roads and Council officials on two occasions in August
to pass on these concerns. As a result they have added an additional member
of the jet-patching team to put up a wooden board between the road and the
verge to prevent the bitumen spilling onto the verge, and to sweep up afterwards. They will also run a road sweeper over the road approximately a week
after the initial work to clear away any loose stones.
Please let me know what you think about the repairs.
Safety.
In July I spent a day driving around with the Island Roads representatives, identifying road and safety issues in our area. There are several danger
spots that I have highlighted to Island Roads. I am waiting for their reply.
Wildflowers and verges.
A new verge-cutting regime is being agreed in the coming months. I am
helping to word the document. This should improve both visibility on the roads
and support wildflower growth, by concentrating verge-cutting where it is
needed. The new regime will come into force next year, and will then be
tweaked and improved over the next two-three years. The quality of cutting this
year was very poor, in part because a new contractor was ‘bedding in’. In June,
the Council voted on a motion (proposed by me) to ensure that the PFI was
used to try to improve environmental care.
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July Council meeting.
This was better organised that the previous meeting. Senior councillors
presented reports on their work. I put forward two motions: one on the PFI
(mentioned previously) and one calling on the Council to prioritise debates on
Island issues in the Council chamber, rather than discussing councillors’
pensions or debating non-Island political issues - both topics which dominated
Council proceedings at the May and June meetings and which I thought
presented a very poor impression of the Council.
Neighbourhood/Village Plans.
The Blanchard’s Field development in Brighstone has been refused. I
am delighted about this, and was delighted to work with local residents to
oppose it. It was far too large and the developers hardly bothered to engage
with local residents. One of the things that has emerged from this is the
importance of all Parish Councils in Central Wight having a village plan, which
must by law be taken into consideration by planners when looking at development proposals. These village plans will help prevent speculative development. I will recommend to all Parish Councils that they develop such a plan.
Water.
In July, I attended a meeting with Southern Water with members of
Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish Council. Work on this issue is ongoing.
Regards,
Bob
bob.seely@ymail.com 07714 750151 01983 721975

Police & Neighbourhood Watch
Once again it is good to be able to
report that the crime levels in the parish
remain very low.
Your SNT officers, PC Tim Campany and PCSO Justin Keefe hold beat
surgeries on the first Monday of the
month at Scats Countrystores between
10am and 11am and also on the second
Wednesday of the month at the Co-op in
Rookley between 4pm and 5pm.
There are a limited number of Neighbourhood Watch connected goodies which are free and available to members on a first come, first served basis.
We have some 24 hour timers, low-energy light bulbs and UV marker pens.
Please ring or email Jill about these. If you would like to join Neighbourhood Watch, please contact Jill or Doug (contact info on page 33) for details.
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Scarecrow Festival 2013
Hello everyone,
At the time that the last newsletter went to press, I was unable to give
you any information regarding money raised from this year’s Scarecrow Festival. I can now tell you that we ended up with a net total of just over £1750 after
expenses.
Some money was retained as usual, to kick-start us again in 2015, and
the balance was distributed between Chillerton Community Association, The
Allotment Group, and St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe. Letters of thanks have
been received from all parties.
Apology
Before I go any further, I have an
apology to make.
I stated in the last newsletter that
“Jack Lumber”, was made by a Vanessa
White from 1, Hill Farm Cottage. This was
totally incorrect on two counts. Firstly Vanessa’s surname is Willetts, and not White. Secondly, Jack was not made by Vanessa, but
actually, by Sam, Will, Toby and Lily Mae
Cross from Prospect Cottage, which is where
he was displayed.
My sincere apologies once again to all
parties.
By the way, my car hasn’t been running too well just lately. Where did you say
you got those car parts from, Sam?
Cake Makers.
To all of you who baked such lovely
cakes for this year’s festival, thank you so very much for your kind contributions.
Now I mentioned in the last newsletter that we are more than happy to
reimburse you all for the cost of the ingredients that you used. This has always
been the case, but I feel that we have been remiss in not informing you all. I’m
afraid it’s all part of the ‘learning curve’, so apologies to you all. We certainly
wouldn’t want anyone to feel that we trying to take advantage of your generosity.
One suggestion that has been proffered for 2015 is that we (the
committee) purchase a supply of basic ingredients such as flour, sugar, butter,
etc, which could then be collected from the Village Hall each day. Anyway, food
for thought! No pun intended!
Please do let me know what you think. Phone/E-mail me, or alternatively, forward your thoughts to me, written on the back of a £20 note.
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Photographs.
Just to reiterate, we now have a group site on Flickr, kindly set up by
one of our visitors, where anyone can share their images with others all in one
place. Go to www.flickr.com/groups/gallybagger/
Don’t forget that we also have our own website, which is accessed via
www.gallybagger.org.uk or www.gatcombeandchillertonscarecrows.co.uk
There are also no less than three books available on a site called Blurb,
including one compiled by a lady called Doreen Gazey. On 24/06/2013, Doreen
sent this E-mail:
“Congrats on another brilliant festival. I enjoyed it so much I created a photo
book on www.blurb.co.uk/ Have just made it public. Do take a look. Hope you
like it”.
You can see her book, or indeed, order a copy if you wish at:
www.blurb.co.uk/b/4396306-the-chillerton-and-gatcombe
It just remains for me to say a huge thank you once again, not only to
all of you who took part in this year’s festival by producing such wonderful
scarecrows, but to everyone who helped to run and organize the event.
Without all your hard work, it just wouldn’t happen.
I can tell you that this year saw a record number of visitors to our event,
which I believe, is fast becoming one the best Scarecrow Festivals in the country.
Give yourselves a big pat on the back.
Chairman. Gatcombe and Chillerton Scarecrow Festival Association)
Tel 712128 mob 07891 136502 or E-mail doug.barber@zen.co.uk

Last words about all the fabulous cakes

..!!

It seems a long time ago but it was a very happy time and hasn’t it been
a fabulous summer?
I would like to thank all the ladies and gentlemen
who helped to run the cafe in the village hall:Felicity, Julie, Harriet, Rosemary, Kate, Jane,
Peter, Carolyn, Margaret, Mary, Sue, Zoe, Kathy, Sally,
Joan, Brenda, Ann, Jeanette, Elizabeth and Jill.
We could not have raised so much money
without you all. Thank you,
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The Chillerton Book Group
The three novels most recently discussed were:
"The Hills is Lonely" by Lilian Beckworth, "The Casual
Vacancy" by J.K. Rowling, and "Major Pettigrew's Last
Stand" by Helen Simonson and have provided the Group
with a variety of experiences, some entertaining and
amusing; others grimly challenging.
"The Casual Vacancy" with its depiction of a doomed youngster whose
only defence was "bad mouthing" as she tragically fought to escape the life of
abuse, extreme deprivation and prejudice for which she and her little brother
seemed destined, was disturbing to say the least.
September's choice, "The Book of Mediterranean Food" by Elizabeth
David, will happily lead us all along delightful, possibly aromatic paths as the
writer displays her art of cookery "beautifully" and "poetically".
The Club held stalls at the Summer Fair at the school, and at Chillerton
Flower Show and were happy to raise funds for the Horticultural Society on
both occasions.
Thank you to Steve Hoyle for moving books and thanks to Harriet
(assisted by grandsons Archie, Harry and Jack) and to Lyn and Alison for
manning the stalls.
Once again, Roslin's hospitality was much appreciated!

WANTED
The Chillerton Book Club would be delighted to receive the
Following for their stall at the Christmas Fair on November 30th:
Good looking paper backs in as new a condition as possible
AND
as many children's books as you can find!
If you are able to help please contact Jill Luscombe on 721247
or Harriet Robinson on 07833 311674
Thank you very much.

Now in our sixth year!
May have been some "bum" notes but never
a cross word!
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The Village Hall has once again been heavily
used over the summer. The highly successful “Scarecrow Festival”, which brought so many visitors to the
village, used the hall every day to serve the excellent
refreshments. Many people commented that we were
so lucky to have such a useful facility in our community.
The “Saturday Market” is a fantastic venue
for our gardeners to sell their own and the “Community Allotment” produce,
while at the same time allowing the rest of us in the village to buy locally grown
food, plants and flowers.
There continue to be several groups using the Hall on a regular weekly
basis, and we have had several parties as well as musical groups and bands
that use it for practice.
We have been very fortunate to obtain a grant from the Parish Council
which enabled us to install improved disabled access including concrete ramp
and handrail. We are also very grateful to the “Scarecrow Festival Committee”
who made a very substantial donation which will allow us to completely refurbish and modernise the kitchen in the Hall, making it an even more outstanding
village facility.
Our next fund raising event is on Saturday November 30th when we will
again hold the “Christmas Fair”, between 1pm and 3pm.
At the recent Saturday Market at the village hall, the CCA had a
bric-a-brac stall and despite the weather, managed to make a respectable
£26.25. But more importantly, it brought new people to the Saturday Market
too.
Look out for a survey that the CCA are going to distribute to ask
people's opinions on improvements to the village hall. They need to prove that
there is a need by the community: to get funding so they need to hear what
YOU think.
Meanwhile, CCA Treasurer, Kathy Nightingale has been on an excellent social media course during the summer holidays and is setting up a
Facebook page for the village hall.
“If you have any interesting photos of events at the village hall including
the Scarecrow Festival, May Day, any parties, Christmas Fair etc that you don't
mind me using, please email them to me.
I can also put a link to the village newsletter, Scarecrow Festival,
Saturday Market etc etc on it, so if anyone wants any events advertised, I can
do that as long as it has a connection to the hall or Community Association.
Please support us and visit our Facebook page for The Chillerton
Community Association.”
kenightingale@lineone.net
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St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe
ST OLAVE’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL - Patronal Festival? ‘What’s that?’
some of you may be asking?
Well, churches often have a special service to celebrate its Patron
Saint. The Patron Saint of Gatcombe Church is St Olave whose Feast Day is
July 29th.
Some of the congregation from Carisbrooke Church (with whom we are
linked by sharing a vicar) joined with the congregation of Gatcombe to celebrate and enjoyed a picnic together in the churchyard afterwards.
Why St Olave? I can only surmise, (and I am sure someone can tell me
better!) St Olave is the anglicised version of Olaf (995-1028 AD) who was King
of Norway (1016-1028). He was proclaimed a Saint in 1031. He came to
England, was converted to Christianity and subsequently enforced it in his own
homeland.
Following that time (Gatcombe is 13th Century) many churches were
dedicated to him. He was credited with a beneficial influence over harvests and
also a Patron Saint of seafarers. Gatcombe, a country church on an Island
surrounded by sea...hmmm?!!!!
St Olave’s Gift Day on July 27th raised £2,310 in donations which will
rise to £2,862.50 with the Gift Aid tax rebate.
QUIZ - The quiz season is ‘kicking off’ again, September 27th and St O’s has
the ‘pleasure’, this time, of providing the refreshments, organizing the raffle and
reaping the profits.
So come along all you quizzers, thinking-caps on and join in the fun
7.30pm at the school.
IT’S HARVEST TIME! - Let us hope Olave has had a beneficial influence on
all this season’s harvesting and you will want to join in Gatcombe Church’s
Harvest Festival Service of Thanksgiving. This will be on Sunday September
29th at 11am. Attendees are invited, if they so wish, to bring gifts of a nonperishable nature which will then be donated to the Isle of Wight Food Bank.
On the previous day, Saturday
September 28th at 7.30pm in Rookley
Pavilion there will be our Harvest Supper.
The Fish and Chips, followed by a dessert,
as we have had in previous years, proves
popular and will be repeated this year.
Tickets cost £7.50 and are available from Liz 721086, Hilary 721682 or in
Church.
Everyone is most welcome at both
these events, the more the merrier.
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St. Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.

CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE - Tony Taylor is organizing a clean-up
day on October 5th from 9.30am onwards - weather permitting! Coffee and
biscuits provided. His email is tony@prseolcp.demon.co.uk or ring 721086 for
more details.
NATIVITY COSTUMES - You may recall that earlier in the year I was
appealing for dressmakers to help with making costumes for the Crib Service.
I am very grateful for material already received with which to make up costumes
but would welcome more. I can then supply the simple pattern pieces cut out
ready for stitching together. Please, if you can help in any way, with material
or stitching, contact me.
COFFEE MORNING - At the church on Saturday October 12th between 10am
and 12.30pm with locally grown fresh vegetables and flowers for sale too along
with a cake stall and a bring-and-buy stall. There are also tables for hire for you
to sell your own goods. (Ring Liz on 721086 for details)
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR - This will be on Saturday November 16th from
10am until 2pm. If you have Christmas crafts to sell and would like to have a
stall, ring Liz (as above).
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I am doing some family history,especially my late mother's brother,
Peter Lloyd Lowe. He was a navigator in the RAF during World War 2 and was
killed on 20th December 1944 when the Catalina Flying Boat he was in crashed
into Benocksee Mountain near Castle Gregory in Ireland. All nine crew were
killed that night.
Here is a photo
from Peter's photo album
- he is standing on the far
right by the tree, with his
hands in his pocket; now
this may not be the Catalina Crew but it has nine
people so I think it probably is.
They were based
in Enniskillen, Northern
Ireland, and this photo
must have been taken
just before that fateful last
flight, in 1944.
I have been in touch with a man in Ireland and we just need someone
to identify the others in the picture - so far without success. I went to the IOW
on holiday last year and found the Langton family grave, I have got photos but
research has shown that Anthony Langton may have
been born ten years earlier than the grave suggests.
So, I wonder if any of your readers could
identify Flt. Lt. Langton? His family seem quite famous on the IOW.
I have spent many hours studying the photo
and reckon he is one of the pilots in the front of the
photo, because they have "full sets" of wings. I know
the Catalina used two pilots and the other pilot is Eric
Williams. Unfortunately his elderly relative cannot
identify Eric in the photo.
Is it possible that someone may remember
Anthony? It was a long time ago. They all looked so
happy then. The Catalina they were flying when they
crashed incidentally was on Atlantic submarine patrol
- a real responsibility.
(If anybody can help, please contact me and I will put
you in touch with Mary. Ed.)
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
(Meeting held on September 6th 2013)
This meeting of the Chillerton and Gatcombe Horticultural Society was
well attended in spite of the Robin Hill Bestival attractions! It had a dual
purpose, first to report on this year's successful Flower Show and then to
conduct the A.G.M.
The Society was delighted to have High Sheriff Mary Case to open the
Show and also delighted, that in spite of a grim weather forecast, the sun shone
throughout the afternoon.
Entries in some classes were down owing to earlier weather conditions
but, nevertheless, the Show Tent was filled with flowers, crafts, wines and
cookery of high standard.
Children's games provided much fun, traditional and visiting stalls
played their part in creating a happy, family afternoon as did the Tea tent with
its hard working helpers.
The Society is very grateful to the host of volunteers whose contribution
is so essential. It is also grateful to Colonel Webber for once again letting it use
the lovely setting of Sheat Manor and also for successfully sending entries to
some classes.
The A.G.M. followed and the following Officers were
elected:
President - Rob Marshall
Chairman - Robin Attrill
Vice-Chairman - Gillian Belben
Treasurer - Carolyn Hoyle
Minutes Secretary - Eve Robbins
Correspondence and Show Day Secretary - Gillian Belben
Publications/Publicity Secretary - Jill Luscombe
Programme Secretary - the Cooke Family (Angie Afonso and Sarah
Purrington)
Mrs Rachel Attrill was to be invited to be an Honorary Vice -President.
The Schedule Committee was re-elected en bloc: Robin Attrill, Gillian
Belben, Carolyn Hoyle, David Hayden, Rob Marshall, Angie Afonso, Eve
Robbins and John Hills.
Possible future events, including something to cheer the winter months,
were then discussed.
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Village Allotment Update
Our allotment, although small, has grown some
great vegetables and flowers in 2013 for the allotment
gardeners and to sell in the village market.
Despite continuing battles with marauding
birds, baby rabbits and fat caterpillars we have grown
three kinds of potatoes, onions, spinach, squash, courgettes, beetroot, parsnip, sweet corn, artichoke, chard,
sweet peas and lettuce. As usual, we have completely
failed to grow cabbages and broccoli.
Enter the 2013 Scarecrow Festival committee,
who have given the allotment a generous grant. It has
been used to buy a tunnel with porous mesh, in which we hope to grow our
brassicas and other sensitive fruit and vegetables.
The grant was also enough to buy a long hose to get water up into the
allotment.
If you would like to join the allotment group, please get in touch with
Gillian Belben on 721519. We do need more gardeners, especially if you have
young children who would like to learn to grow their own.

Chillerton Village Market will reach its second anniversary in October.
During these two years good quality, fresh produce, travelling food
yards rather than food miles has been used for Sunday lunches, placed in
freezers for winter and created some great apple pies, not to mention led to
lively conversations in the monthly cafés.
The market supports three local community groups as well as individual
producers. The weekly table-top market will continue throughout September,
with the larger market and café on the first Saturday of each month.
At the moment producers number from six to
ten in any week. but we always need more. If you have
a glut of anything this September and October please
bring it along to the village hall on any Saturday by
10am.
If you come to the monthly market on October
5th or November 2nd, there will be coffee and cake for
you as well!
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I was thinking about how long I have possessed
a driving licence and this may upset some driversespecially the younger ones.
I obtained a provisional driving licence on August 17th 1944 aged when I was 17 years old. Too
young to join the Home Guard but thought to be ok to
drive motor vehicles. This meant ALL vehicles, with no
L plates or having to have a qualified driver with me as
there were only a few drivers with full licences.
At that time a licence for a year cost £1 for a Provisional for a year, then
two more years of provisional at £1 for each year, and then the fourth licence
was a Full licence for all groups, except motorbikes, and was £1 for each year.
For many years after, when filling in the form yearly, I was asked who
held my Certificate of Competence to Drive and ‘none’ has been sufficient for
69 years.
The van I drove belonged to uncle Harold of Verandah Villa (now Fox
and Hounds Cottage) who was a farmer and vegetable grower and he could
get petrol. He sold milk locally in bottles with press-in cardboard tops to local
houses and the school as there was no restriction about what I could carry in
the Morris 1936 half-ton van (BDL 76). Uncle Harold was a sergeant in the
Home Guard and had to go on manoeuvres in the Vectis bus and that could
carry rifles but not the ammunition, so I got the job to carry a half ton van full of
explosives to the site.
One day Sergeant Morgan of Ramsdown banged his rifle on the floor
of the bus and shot the roof of the bus as the rifle was loaded.
I still have a clean driving licence to this day.

The Chillerton Happy Circle
The Happy Circle is a group of older residents who meet fortnightly on
a Monday afternoon at the Chillerton Club. The group was formed to give an
opportunity for retired residents to meet informally in a friendly and comfortable
environment.
It costs fifty pence each time. We enjoy a chance to exchange news
and memories, a cup of tea and a game of cards. There is always a raffle and
from time to time a special festive lunch is arranged.
Attendance varies as there is no registered membership but if everyone is fit we get seven or eight each time.
We are always pleased to welcome new members. If
you are interested have a word with Daphne Cooke (721797)
or Renee Watterson (721667).
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Chillerton Summer Fair
We had a lovely hot sunny day for the Chillerton Summer Fair in July.
This year it was decided to have a joint school and village community
fair on the school playing field, rather than the May Day event that has
happened in previous years.
The theme of the day was Cowboys and Indians and the entertainment
was kicked off by Martin White on guitar, followed by the school children's
dances.
The three school classes and preschool all did country and western
style dances. They were very good and enthusiastic, with the added comedy
moment of Rory Ainsworth running in late and joining his dance, with his
teacher, Mrs Drew, chasing after him to put his hat on!
The fancy dress winners were JJ Cottrell, Tabitha White, Holly Taylor
and Robin Tillbrook, in their respective classes.
The art competition prizes were won by Lucy Taylor from Year 6 and
her brother, Toby from Year 4.
St Olave’s Church sold the last of their clothes from their very successful 50/50 sale. The Chillerton Community Association provided the tea, coffee
and cakes, and the Horticultural Society and Book Club
also ran stalls.
There was also a barbecue (manned by an Indian
Chief!) bouncy castle, face painting and hair braiding, beat
the goalie (won by Aiden Tillbrook), and Andie Penn the
clown, as well as lots of other games, tombolas, and raffles.
There was also a collection point for the IOW
Foodbank, who help anyone struggling with essential food
items.
Many thanks to all who took part and supported
this community event.

Would you like to work as a Midday Supervisory Assistant
(dinner lady or man) at
Chillerton and Rookley Primary School?
There is a vacancy for 1 hour 10 mins per day (Monday-Friday),
during term time only.
There is no experience required and it would suit a local person.
If you are interested, please ring the school on 721207
30

Ten Reasons to Refurbish an Older Home
Is it worth the hassle refurbishing an
older home to make it much more energy efficient? Here are 10 reasons why it may feel like
the healthy option:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Other people’s fuel bills go up,
yours go down. So you don’t dread
those winter bills.
Your house value is increased,
so you are financially better off.
Your home is future-proofed against increasingly scarce energy supply, so you get peace of mind.
Mould growth is reduced or eliminated, so you breathe better.
Draught stripping and double glazing insulate you against external
noise, so your home is more peaceful.
Double glazing increases your security.
Draughts are reduced, so you feel warmer and more comfortable.
Your home stays warm 24/7, reducing chances of illness. And because all the rooms are warm, you can use all your home.
Your home produces less environmentally damaging emissions, helping protect the planet and your kids.
Your home is insulated against summer sun, so it need no
longer overheat. Happy days!
To find out more about
www.superhomes.org.uk

refurbishing

an

older

home,

visit

1st Godshill & Rookley Beavers, Cubs & Scouts.
Boys and girls between the ages of five and fourteen years
of age are welcome to join the beavers, cubs or scouts who
meet on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Mondays respectively at the
scout hall in Godshill.
Please ring Penny Weedon on
852886 for more information.
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Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe
News from as little as £15 for one year (four
issues). For more information please ring
Steve Holloway on 721654 or email
Steve@median-accountancy.co.uk
Thanks to Steve Holloway and Roger Shepherd, (our
proof reader…thank goodness for him!) and, as always,
to our team of deliverers - Paul, Steve,
Felicity, Simon & Georgina, Gillian,
Carolyn, Lorna and Sonia, and Harriet
for all their help and hard work.

32

Doctors.
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27 Pyle St., Newport
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport
Chemists.
Boots
124-126 High St.,
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,

Newport.
Newport.
Newport.

Tel. 522150
Tel. 840625
Tel. 523525
Tel. 522198

Tel. 522595
Tel. 522346
Tel. 522638

St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Rev. Marcus Bagg.
56, Castle Rd., Newport PO30 1DP

Tel. 718908

Hospital.
St Mary’s. Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

Tel. 524081

Police. (Non Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany
PCSO Justin Keefe

Tel. 0845 045 45 45 Ext. 663 135/125
Mobile 07901 102393
Mobile 07901 102302

Neighbourhood Watch.
Jill Shaw
Tel. 721483
Doug Barber
Tel. 721128

or jinimoda@btinternet.com
or doug.barber@zen.co.uk

School.
Chillerton & Rookley Primary. Main Rd., Chillerton.
Tel. 721207
admin.chillerton@lineone.net or www.chillertonpri.iow.gov.uk
Library.
Lord Louis Library. Orchard St., Newport.
Bus Information.

Tel. 527655
www.islandbuses.info

Mobile Library.
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & near Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe. Every three weeks.
Dates and details. Tel. 203880 or e-mail libraries@iow.gov.uk
Refuse Collection
Most of GatcombeMost of ChillertonBrook Lane, Cridmore, Roslin, Rill-

Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
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Parish Clerk Maxine Yule.
01983 201115 maxyule@gmail.com
40, Seaview Rd., Cowes PO31 7UY.
John Kingston (Chair)

01983 721082 j.kingston46@btinternet.com

Gillian Belben (Vice chair)

01983 721519 sheat3@btinternet.com

Steve Rowntree

01983 721567 steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

Phil Slater

01983 721282 philslater@metronet.co.uk

David Floyd

01983 721374 david.floyd39@live.com
Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
And follow us on Twitter
@ChillertonPC

Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley
Primary School, and start at 7 pm unless otherwise stated.
October 7th
November 4th
December 2nd
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DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News
is produced by a team of
volunteers.
All articles and advertisements
are taken in good faith.
We cannot take responsibility for any
legal queries resulting
from these. Submitted articles
do not necessarily reflect our views.
We reserve the right not to print
submitted articles.

