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As it was the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War last
month, a memorial was held over in Gatcombe church in which I was asked to
read the Roll of Honour, along with my dad.
I felt very privileged to be given this role if rather nervous about it as it
was a very important reading, and of course very personal to the local parish.
Having never read at a local service like this before, I was rather new to the
whole experience.
All of the other readers read their part ranging from poems, extracts
from Private Peaceful and facts to do with WW1. Songs were also sung to set
the mood and a projector screen showed images throughout.
I think it gave everyone who attended an
opportunity to reflect not only at the service, but afterwards as well. So many lives were lost for the war,
not only during but afterwards also.
The service was very well planned and all
went accordingly and I would like to thank those who
organised the event and allowed me to participate.

Reading at the World War 1 Memorial Service

The deadline for items for the WINTER News is November 17th 2014

(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email jillwebster@mail.com)

As usual, we have lots of news and
information covering a wide variety of topics
for you in this issue.
We have the latest Travels of a Parish
Clerk, to remind us of the wonderful summer, (which shows no signs of giving
way to autumn!), George Nightingale re-lives the highs and lows of his Parkinsons charity bike ride, lots for the nature-lovers and all the usual news and
round-ups from the Parish and County Council, and our various clubs, associations and organizations.
Understandably we have all spent much of the year so far looking back
to 1914, and Steve Holloway and Annabel Hutchings tell us what it meant to
them to be part of the parish’s moving WW1 Commemorative Evening. We
also have the second part of Brian Greening’s reminiscences…… but we will
soon be looking forward to 2015.

Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Chillerton Village Hall.
Christmas Fair. 10am until noon.

November 1
CCA
November 22

December 6

Market and Café.
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Saturday October 4th.
Please go along between 10am and
noon and help them to celebrate!!

The Village Market celebrates its
THIRD ANNIVERSARY on

Chillerton Club at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
“Curiosities of the IW” & Business Meeting.
Chillerton Village Hall. 10 am - noon.

Chillerton School at 7.30pm

Harvest Festival Service.
Coffee Morning & Produce Sale.
Remembrance Day Service. 10.55am.
Christmas Craft Market.
Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.

School finishes for half term.
School returns.

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45 pm.
2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin. 2 pm.
2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 8 pm.
2nd & 4th Mondays. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm.

KEEP FIT
BOOK CLUB
BINGO
HAPPY CIRCLE
SCHOOL
October 24
November 3
ST OLAVE’S
September 28
October 11
November 9
November 15
PARISH COUNCIL
October 6
November 3
December 1
QUIZ
October 3
HORT. SOC.
October 17
VILLAGE MARKET
October 4
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Following a Twitter exchange
that was taken rather more seriously
than I expected, Andrew Turner MP invited me to visit him in Parliament recently. With A level politics mid-study in
the Hutchings’ household, this was particularly useful, but also extremely interesting to Julie and myself.
After some airport-style security during which we managed to get on
first name terms with some of the police, the first sight was to stand in the
Central Lobby and watch John Bercow march by with his guard of honour to
start the day’s proceedings in the House of Commons.
Andrew had arranged visitors’ passes for both Houses so we started in
the Commons, watching some admittedly rather technical questions about
energy policy, Ed Davey and Caroline Flint being the main protagonists – both
very sharp and able to deal with questions about kilowatts and suchlike as well
as something about The Archers that went way over my head (solar farms in
Borchestershire?).
Then Andrew Lansley took over, as the then Leader of the House, but
I’m afraid he was not very thrilling so we sloped off to the Lords which was
absolutely packed with ermine - rather surprisingly so, as the debate was about
EU aid to Cornwall. All was revealed when we realised that the next debate
was about the future of the Lords itself.….
Then on to coffee with Andrew. He paid, not on expenses. We had a
wide-ranging discussion with some memorable and unquotable quotes, and
then after being confined to St Stephen’s Hall for half an hour because of a
security threat, we departed – greatly educated.
Grateful thanks to Andrew and his office for arranging the visit.

For those of you who are having withdrawal symptoms,
the Quiz Nights return after the summer break and the next date
for your diary is Friday October 3rd.
As usual, it will be at the school, starting at 7.30pm. It
will STILL cost ONLY £1.50 per person to enter…. a bargain!
Teams of no more than four please.
There’ll be free and unlimited tea and coffee all evening but you are
welcome to bring along your own drinks and snacks etc. If you’ve never been
and think you might like to come along, pit your wits and have some fun….
ring Jill on 721483.

The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
News from your IW Cllr, Bob Seely
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Second, update on Island Roads performance.
Costs. The Island Roads PFI contract covers the upgrading, enhancing and
maintaining the Isle of Wight's approx. 500 miles of rural and urban roads, 450
miles of footways, over 12,000 street lights, nearly 20 miles of cycleways, 239
bridges, 612 structures, public car parks, signage, CCTV and street furniture.

First, contacting Island Roads.
Island Roads are very aware that they were not quick enough in replying to
residents last winter. As well as staffing issues (not enough people), they were
somewhat overwhelmed by the weather. They will be better this winter. To get
the best out of Island Roads, may I give the following advice to residents.
1.) When you see a pothole, please report it yourself. Don’t wait for others to
do it.
a. Go to http://www.islandroads.com
b. Click the green Report It Online button.
c. Fill out the brief form (when, where, what, etc.,).
d. Click submit.
2.) Record your reference number, or perhaps take a screen shot. The whole
process takes less than five minutes. I have timed it.
3.) If you have not had a reply or action in a week, contact me and I will chase
it up.
4.) If you do not have the Internet, please ring Island Roads on 01983 822440.
The number is manned 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Island Roads and the PFI.
I have two roads updates. Since Island Roads resurfacing has now started in
earnest I have had a few inquiries about the PFI project. I thought this would be
a good time to update you with a bit more detail of how Island Roads is doing.

World War I Commemoration.
In early August around 50 residents attended the World War
I Memorial in St Olave’s Church, organised by Jill Webster,
Steve Holloway, Liz Taylor and Hilary Jones. Thank you
very much to the four of them, and also to those residents,
young and old, who attended. It was a lovely, thoughtful
event that balanced remembrance of those who died with an understanding of
the war.

Hello,
I hope you all enjoyed the summer. Apart from a washedout August Bank Holiday Monday, the decent weather in
June, July and most of August was a relief from the miserable wetness of the first part of the year.
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IW Cllr for Central Ward.
01983 721975 or 07714 750151
bob.seely@ymail.com

Broadband. British Telecom’s new broadband service is beginning to be
rolled out through our ward. With others, I pushed hard for this scheme to go
ahead. If residents want to know exactly when they will start to receive faster
upload and download speeds, please email me your postcode and I will find out
for you.

Community Highways Fund. A £100,000 fund has been established for
community safety projects. There will be an overseeing committee of Councillors to meet four times per year to prioritise and agree projects.

Learning. As with all contracts this size, there is a learning curve; mistakes
have been made, and the Council will produce a document about planned
improvements. I don’t have a date for its publication. One of the things that
Island Roads needs to improve on is communication to local communities.
They are aware of this.

Delivery. The delivery of the PFI is divided into milestones (two per annum).
The initial milestone this year, Milestone 2, was missed on some roads. This
was due to the harsh winter and the fact that the new asphalt plant was not
producing enough asphalt. The asphalt plant is running at 100 percent, and is
delivering to and above the required standard. So far Milestone 3 is on course
to be met at the end of September.

Performance. Island Roads has over 400 performance standards, although
many of these are relatively minor. There are approx. 110 maintenance
standards. As part of the attempt to improve contract management (which has
probably been quite poor across all Council contracts) a set of key performance
indicators has been developed by Mr Tony Toynton, who is the man who
oversees implementation of the contract on behalf of the Council.

A central Government grant (some £480 million) is paying for the roads to be
re-surfaced or treated.
The Council pays Island Roads £1.4 million per month to provide maintenance
services (such as street cleaning, street works, gritting, snow clearance, street
lighting, etc). The Council assesses that we are saving about one million
pounds per year compared to what we have been paying previously. Indicators
suggest that Island Roads is delivering to a higher standard.
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It’s not too late to take part in a planting programme in the parish of
young trees that are being donated by Natural Enterprises and Spectrum
Housing Group. So far we have identified four sites where trees from the
following list will be planted to help strengthen hedgerows or fill
gaps where trees have died or fallen. Disease resistant elm,
field maple, alder buckthorn, purging buckthorn, small-leaved
lime, English oak, walnut and wild service trees are on offer.
All trees come with supports and protective sleeves.
Your responsibility, if you identify a site, will be to help plant and
maintain them while they get established. This will happen in
the winter/early spring months.
For more information and to take part contact parish
councillors Gillian Belben (721519) or Phil Slater (721282).

The Big Tree Plant - update

This plant has been found in two areas in the
parish, - on the edge of Tolt Copse, and in very low
numbers along the bridle path between the ‘echo
field’ below Tolt Copse and Garn Lane.
The spurge laurel is long-lived and rugged,
with leathery dark green leaves arranged in neat
overlapping rosettes. It likes woodland, shaded areas
and can reach about one metre in height, although
our parish plants are much smaller.
The flowers are lightly fragrant and limegreen, with a starry shape. They appear as early as
February and are thus a favourite of bees out looking
for pollen at the end of winter. The scent of the plant
is actually vaguely honeyed, which deepens in the
afternoon and reaches its peak around dusk. Later in the year the spurge laurel
produces black berries.
However, do not be charmed completely with this plant, all parts of it
are poisonous to both animals and humans if eaten.
If you were wondering what the echo field is all about, for generations
children have known that if they shout very loudly halfway along the bridle path
below Tolt Copse which runs up to the vehicle track used by maintenance
vehicles and landowners to get on to the Down, they can produce a very
satisfying echo bouncing off the hanging wood. Give it a try some time.
If you know of other ‘parish rarities’, let me know and they’ll be featured
(721519 or sheat3@btinternet.com)
in later issues.

Number 5 - Spurge Laurel

Parish Rarities
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I would like to say a BIG thank you AGAIN to
everybody who has been saving their used stamps.
Instead of throwing them away, we collect them and the
money raised helps blind and partially-sighted people
on the Island.
The response from local people has been fantastic and I am very happy to come and collect them from you.
Please ring me on 721542 to arrange a time to suit you.

Carry On…Saving Your Stamps…PLEASE!

The ‘seven’ took ‘five’ for summer but returned at the
start of September!

Donations
If you are a community group or not-for-profit organisation in the parish
and feel you could benefit from a parish council donation, please make application to the Clerk. (Contact details on page 34).
The requests are considered once a quarter and the closing date for
this quarter is 30th September.

IW Council Discretionary Services
All town and parish councils have been asked to make a contribution
towards beach cleaning costs and the Environmental Officers. This has been
worked out on the basis of population, therefore our contribution is set at
£443.10 for beach cleaning and £126.60 towards the EOs.
The Parish Council would be very interested in your views - do you
think the whole Island should contribute towards the beaches as we are a
tourist island or do you think the towns and parishes with beaches should pay
substantially more?
Contact the parish clerk, (details on page 34) Maxine Yule with your
views and opinions.

Vacancy for a Councillor
The Parish Council are delighted to welcome Mrs Sue
Barber as a co-opted parish councillor following a recent
selection process. Mrs Barber will serve on the Council until
the next ordinary election in 2017.

News from your Parish Council
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Favourite piece of music/musician? That has to be the finale to Swan Lake
by Tchaikovsky.

Favourite comedian? Rowan Atkinson, but Freddie Starr also creases me up!

Favourite film? Zulu.

Favourite book?
Balefire by Kenneth Goddard. A book about terrorism,
written before terrorism became a popular subject.

Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not? No No No!!

What’s the worst Christmas present you’ve ever received? When I was
five I was given a box with animal shapes – I thought they were sweets.... they
were soap!

What’s your favourite food? Crispy bacon with pancakes and syrup.

Europe and the Common Market…...in or out? Out!

If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Well...having given it some thought ...perhaps Sophia Loren, but then I got real,
so maybe Julie Walters?

Worst holiday? That was a coach trip to Spain with five footie hooligans!!

Do you have an unusual hobby/ability? I paint, but not unusually so.

What’s your favourite holiday destination? Antigua. I have been eight
times. Cornwall is a very close second.

If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? Mixing colour for my paintings.

Best and worst things about living here? The best thing is that it has been
such a welcoming village....I don’t know what the worst thing might be yet!

What are your connections with the Parish? I live here, we moved into the
village in January 2014.

Many of you will have spotted celebrated artist, Rosemary riding her piebald
horse, Frank (so called because he has blue eyes!!). Check out
www.rosemarywelch.info to learn more about Rosemary and her work.

Focus On……

Probably that box of animal soaps that I

Certainly I believe in ghosts, spirits and

Do you believe in ghosts/aliens?
‘presences’.
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Monarchy or Republic? While the Queen is still living, a monarchy.

When are you at your happiest? On my pony, on a Cornish beach, and
painting. (Not necessarily at the same time!).

Which luxury item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert
island? I think probably a small mirror… and an endless supply of mascara!

What’s the worst thing you have ever bought? A wooden shack in nine
acres in the Forest...THERE was a ‘presence’!

A Range Rover.

Becoming feeble.

What car would you like to own?

What is your greatest fear?

Would you consider cosmetic surgery? If I had the money yes, definitely.

Do you write THANK YOU notes? Only when I get prezzies!!

What is your most embarrassing moment? Falling down some wooden,
and wet studio steps in St Ives, Cornwall, in a sitting position and holding onto
my palette!!

What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? If it was
MY bank, I’d run inside and own up!!

If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? An albatross –
cruising over the ocean.

Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Dancing? Neither!! But I would LOVE to have taken part in It’s A Knock-Out. I don’t
suppose many people even remember that!

Who would be your perfect dinner guest/s? An interesting combination
....Prince Harry and David Attenborough.

What is your earliest memory?
thought were sweets!!

What is “Must-See” TV for you? Ripper Street and Bondi Rescue.

Oh, I would so love to sail in a

12

The Association Committee continue
to maintain the Village Hall and its surrounds.
We are grateful to the Parish Council for their
contributions which are always used for specific items needed to keep the Hall in a condition
where villagers can continue to enjoy the facility, while at the same time allowing us to continue making only nominal charges to those
people and organisations who wish to make use of it.
Many groups and organisations are now using the Hall on a regular
basis as well as individuals for everything from band rehearsals and dance
classes, to children’s and birthday parties. At the time of writing we are looking
forward to the Hall being used for the first time for a wedding reception and
evening party.
Our next event is the Christmas Fair which is slightly earlier this year and
will follow a different format from recent years. It takes place on Saturday
November 22nd in the morning between 10am and 12 noon. There will be plenty
of activities for the children, including a bran tub, making personalised Christmas
cards and loom bands, as well as a children’s book stall and the usual range of
refreshments.
We are always looking for new ideas to keep the Hall successful and
moving forward. We would especially welcome contributions and ideas from
some of the younger members and new comers to the Village because this is
the only way we can continue to serve the community.

How would you like to be remembered? I suppose for my painting.

Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions?
schooner, under full sail.

Best Parish memory? We’ve only been here less than a year but so far, just
being involved with the village hall and the flower show.

Have you ever been skinny-dipping? Yes....and that’s all I will say!

What do you most dislike about yourself? Being a ‘wuss’!!

If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase? Apart from the
Range Rover? Probably carpets!
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PS They’re doing it again next year, I hear! Ring Liz on 721086
if you want to reserve your place! More info nearer the time.

Saturday the 30 August
More people dashing around with FOOD. Hurrah!! Crept out for a
look-see, but disaster, no one was dropping anything.
Hiding behind a tombstone I was getting despondent, but then a lady
came out out to visit the little box they had put in the graveyard. (What is that?
People go in and then out all the time. I peered in a house window once in
Gatcombe and they had a lit up square, with a box just like that on it called, if I
remember rightly,The Tardis. Could be that? But I digress).
The lady visiting The Tardis was a messy eater and dropped crumbs
from her skirt all over the path. Oh what joy!! Sandwich crumbs and meringue
crumbs and cake crumbs. Heaven for a small grey mouse.
I certainly went to bed full that night. I am wondering
if they will do it all again soon - I love meringue crumbs. So,
please remember not to scream if you see me in the churchyard, and drop me a crumb if you have one, I am, after all,
the last of St Olave’s mice!!!

Friday the 29th August
What a fuss and bustle - people dashing to and fro in the graveyard and
going in and out of the church. I thought it might be another wedding. We've
just had one of those and there was no food to be had at all. Poor me!
The flowers and the bride looked lovely but I stayed hidden as I didn’t
want to frighten anyone. I tried to eat some confetti when they had gone. Ugh!
It looked like little sweets but was only paper and the bit I tried turned my tongue
blue.
This didn't look like a wedding as they were carrying boxes of china.
Oooooh! Cake plates. My hopes were up, it could be food. Sadly they locked
the church before I could sneak in for a look, though I was a little worried about
- whisper it - traps and poison.

Weight - Nice and round, thank you.
Drinking - Water.
Smoking - For goodness sake, I’m a mouse!!
Stress - Off the scale. St Olave’s have had the pest control people in and
there are no mice allowed in the church, so I am homeless. Sob! Sob! I
have had to move to a small mouse hole in the graveyard all by myself
as all the others have gone. Pitying sigh!!! Still, looking on the bright side,
things have looked up this week.

“The Diary of a Church Mouse aged 1½” OR
“The Secret Diaries of St Olave‛s Last Church Mouse!”
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The Chillerton and Gatcombe Horticultural Society’s 66th annual flower show which took place on Saturday July 26th in the beautiful sunlit grounds of Sheat
Manor was a happy and successful event.
Mr Richard Wright, gardening expert with the Isle
of Wight County Press, opened the show and young
master William Taylor, approaching his fourth birthday,
had the honour of making a presentation to thank Mr
Wright.
795 visitors enjoyed a delightful variety of 425 displays from 73 exhibitors in the horticultural tent, and the judges especially praised the high standard
of flower, fruit and vegetable entries which had been achieved in spite of
unfavourable weather conditions.
Complementing these exhibits were some outstanding entries in the
craft, cookery and wine departments.
There were many attractions in the grounds outside; a very busy
refreshment area on the patio outside the manor house; stalls of many kinds;
traditional side shows; Morris dancing; the captivating singing of JC and
Angelina; competitive games for children - and anyone else who wanted to
participate – the most exciting competition was the tug o’ war in which five
teams battled for victory.
The society once again thanks Colonel Geoffrey Webber for inviting it
to use his lovely manor grounds and for being such a well-loved and welcoming
host.
Going back a few weeks, on a beautiful summer evening fifteen members of the
Chillerton and Gatcombe Horticultural Society visited Mr Christopher Clarke's farm at
Cridmore to view the Defra sponsored conservation of the farm's various areas of
Special Scientific Interest, as well as new
tree plantations and the carefully tended
reed beds of the Wilderness.
Farm Manager, Mr William Scarratt,
our guide and commentator, explained what
was being done to conserve rare plants and wildlife.
Our tractor-drawn conveyance with its straw bale seating did not lose
any of its occupants whose ages ranged from nearly nine to nearly ninety! Mr
Scarratt was thanked at the end of this enjoyable trailer trip.
On August 14th six members of the Horticultural Society accompanied
by fourteen friends enjoyed a visit to Highgrove.
They were first shown a video explaining the organic methods used and
then explored some of the delightful areas to be seen, three of the most

Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
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The Scarecrow Festival Committee urgently
needs to elect a new Treasurer, and a new Secretary.
If anyone feels that they can help us to fill either of
these two positions, please get in touch with us as soon
as possible.
We are also looking for someone to take over
the responsibility for running the teas and refreshments
at “Aunt Sally’s Tea Rooms”, AKA The Village Hall.
Again, please get in touch as soon as possible if you feel that you could help
out. We’ll even give you the grand title of Catering Manager. How about that?
As you all know, our festival has been very successful so far, having
won a prestigious tourism award in the very first year. It is still growing, and
2013 saw record numbers of people through the village, and buying refreshments.
Remember, it is only for a short one week period every two years, but
unfortunately, it doesn’t run itself, and we can’t continue to hold a festival if we
can’t get volunteers to assist.
If you can help us, please contact Doug on 721128 / mob
07891136502, or via E-mail doug.barber@zen.co.uk

HELP!!!!

Scarecrow Festival 2015?????

Four of us enjoyed almost continuous book selling at the
recent Horticultural flower show. The many buyers were very
generous with their donations so that we could eventually hand a
pleasing amount to the society’s treasurer to help funds.
Special thanks must go to Harriet who, with her three
grandsons, Archie, Harry and Jack transported books from and to the hall.
Thanks also to everybody who donated books of such a high quality, and
special mention must be made of Lyra, the Golden Labrador, who when she
wasn’t inspecting things, was the book club mascot.

The Chillerton Book Group

memorable being the Walled Garden, the Wild Flower Garden and the Thyme
Walk.
A sudden downpour accompanied by thunder did not dampen spirits as
the group took cover, and then resumed their walk with renewed enthusiasm.
Thanks must go to Sally Cardew who arranged the visit and to Kardan
Travel who provided such a pleasant journey.
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– KD&LK GOODALL –

- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

Velux Windows

- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits

- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

Lead Work

- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Felt Flat Roofing

- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Tiling

- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Slating

- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Single Ply Membrane Roofing
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Dear Editor Not many of your readers will be aware that there was an accident in
Chillerton just before 7am on Thursday 21st August. Unfortunately I witnessed this distressing incident.
I would like to take this opportunity to apologise to any of the local
residents who were disturbed when I rang on their door bells looking for help.
I appreciate that it was early in the morning but I was disappointed that in
such a small and friendly community no one answered their doors or offered
any assistance.
Thankfully the moped rider wasn't injured and it was a cat that was
dying in the road and not a child.
My sincere condolences go to Gillian and Richard. I am sorry for
starting your day with such sad news.
Regards,

……..What a beautifully orchestrated commemorative evening remembering WW1, and thanks to all who organized and assisted in this.
l shall not forget it, especially the visuals accompanying In Flanders
Field - and the attractive booklet we all took home with us.
Thanks!

Robert and Kelly Fenton would like to
thank the parish council for letting them use the
village green for their wedding on the 30th August.
We had the most wonderful wedding in the
heart of the village. We hired the village hall and
had a marquee on the village green, and it was the
loveliest wedding day. We are so thankful to
everyone who helped make
our day perfect.
Special thanks to Kathy Nightingale who made
the most awesome wedding cake ever. A true work of
art!! Kathy made various jams and delicious cheese
scones, - a very busy and generous lady indeed!!
Many thanks to the various villagers who came to
wish us well on the wedding day and for the lovely cards
we have received.
We are really enjoying married life together!
Many thanks -

A VERY Village Wedding!!
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Put bluntly, this was the deal that was struck when the poem was
written in 1914; a promise that those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their
country would not be forgotten. Nothing to do with politics, the rights and
wrongs of war or indeed nationality, just a simple promise passed down
through generations. On August 2nd our parish not only marked the 100 years
since the outbreak of World War One but fulfilled its obligation to the eight men
of the parish who did not return.
The venue was fittingly St Olave’s Church in Gatcombe where the
names of the dead are recorded for posterity on the Roll of Honour. The
concept, shape and content of the evening were the work of Hilary Jones who
also narrated throughout. Other celebrations took place up and down the
country and around the world and although I am sure many were bigger than
ours, I don’t believe any will have felt more fitting.
The evening was partly about the men on the Roll of Honour and partly
for them. The songs sung were ones popular in the period; Eleanor Riley sang
the Roses of Picardy, a song which sold at a rate of 50,000 copies per month
during the war. We had readings from the best known war poets: Aftermath by
Siegfried Sassoon asks repeatedly ‘Have you forgotten yet?’ and Dulce et
Decorum est by Wilfred Owen condemns as a lie the notion that it is somehow
a great thing to die for your country. We even had biscuits made for us which
come from a recipe used for food parcels sent to sons and husbands on the
front!
The other striking aspect of
the evening was the diversity of those
who contributed. The evening started
and finished with the lighting and extinguishing of a candle, with many
decades separating Rob Marshall and
15 year old Annabel Hutchings. Annabel also shared the duty with her father, Paul to read out the stories of
those on the Roll of Honour which you

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

Nearly everyone has at some time attended a Remembrance Ceremony or at least seen the Cenotaph event broadcast on TV. The traditional
culmination, before the playing of The Last Post is an emotional reading from
the ‘Ode of Remembrance’ which goes as follows:
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The video, sound and commemorative programmes for this event were
funded by this newsletter. This enabled the £170 donated on the evening to go
directly to The Royal British Legion.
Jill and I accumulate a small surplus from the advertisers’ contributions
and add to that the excess proceeds from the regular village quiz evenings
(thank you to advertisers and quizzers alike!).
The prime objective of the fund is to ensure the future of this newsletter
as a freely delivered resource to the whole parish for the foreseeable future.
We are, however, committed to supporting village events where funds allow.
Apart from the commemorative evening we have funded two May Day events
and part-funded a school and community summer fair in 2013.
If you are planning an event in 2015 that is open to everyone in the
parish then please get in touch with us as we may be able to help out in some
way.

************

will have read in the Spring edition of this newsletter. Six different people read
extracts from Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo. The extracts spanned the
optimism of the new recruit, to the reality of rats and gas that they eventually
found in the trenches.
We learned more about the Isle of Wight Rifles with a reading of their
history and a reminder of their very close links to the parish. The church owns
the official flag of this brigade dating back to their involvement in the Boer War
at the turn of the last century. The flag is normally held at the museum in
Carisbrooke Castle but for one night only it was given back to the community
to display, draped over the church altar. It was complimented by a large
collection of precious photographs, medals and other memorabilia contributed
by members of the parish. Hundreds of period photos were also displayed on
a large screen which had also provided a changing backdrop to the rest of the
evening.
I think that I can speak for the many people who took part in the event,
that we feel satisfied that we have fulfilled the promise not to forget. I think we
also feel that through the research and preparation, we feel a bit more connected with our ancestors of 100
years ago. A great example of
this is that Bob Seely, who
ended the poetry readings, is
of course a relative of Charles
Grant Seely who not only appears on the Roll of Honour but
is commemorated by the prominent statue in the heart of the
church. A very neat circle.
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My dad has Parkinsons, and when Jill Luscombe mentioned one day that she was looking for
someone to sponsor to do The Parkinsons Ride, I
thought "Why not!"
There was a choice of a 20 mile route, or a
60 mile route, all around the Island. Although I am a
very occasional cyclist, I thought, "How hard can the
60 mile route be? If I'm going to do it, I'll do it
properly." So I entered the 60 mile challenge.
I started riding to work once a week (from
Chillerton to East Cowes), then took my bike on
holiday to Rutland Water. I rode around the reservoir
a couple of times, and had a very hairy journey along
the A47 to my parents’ house. Unfortunately, due to
illness and time constraints, my last ride before the
challenge, was at the end of July.
After attending 'The Village Wedding' the night before, we were up early
to register for 9am. I'd had a big bowl of porridge, hoping that would give me
enough energy. I set off, only to be met by the first of many hills, fairly soon. I'd
arranged to meet my wife, Kathy, at the checkpoint at Brighstone, after 32
miles.
I got there in the middle of the group of 71 cyclists taking part, and
stopped for a food break for about 20 minutes. I wasn't feeling too bad, but I had
done 26 miles in training so knew I would be OK.
Kathy said she'd meet me again at Freshwater with more refreshments,
as I had the dreaded hill between Compton and Freshwater to tackle. The view
was amazing. Some cyclists even cycled up to The Needles, but I chose to slog
on to the next checkpoint.
By this time I was running pretty much on empty. I didn't know what hurt
the most...my knees, legs, or bottom!! I fell to the ground not knowing what to do
with myself and I said to Kathy and the organisers, "I don't want to get back on!"
But I knew I must. I am not one to give in easily and I knew it was for such a good
cause.
After ten minutes and some painkillers, I set off again on the last leg.
Kathy passed me in the car after about a mile and offered me a tow! At least I
managed to laugh and tell her to get going.
The last leg was a bit flatter than previous legs, but still felt endless. I
finally arrived at Seaclose to horns blowing and cheering after 5 hours and 50
minutes. (Not bad as I'd set myself a target of 6 hours.)
The support team and other competitors were amazing, cheering everyone on. After the ride, I got talking to some people who I'd encountered several
times during the ride. They did this sort of event regularly, but it was the first time

On Yer Bike, George….for a VERY Good Cause!
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Homes with solid walls are often draughty and expensive to keep warm
in winter. The Green Deal Home Improvement Fund has offered to pay up to
75% of the cost of installing solid wall insulation (up to £6,000). However, a
common objection, aside from the cost and disruption, is that wall insulation
might spoil the looks of a property.
One option is to insulate internally at the front and externally to the rear.
That way your home’s façade stays unchanged. 10cm of depth may be lost
from your front room, but you gain deeper window sills and increased comfort.
A more breathable insulation like wood fibre or mineral wool, used
internally, will reduce any risk of condensation forming inside the wall. Using
polystyrene will speed up external wall insulation, being easy to cut to accommodate external pipe work, prior to rendering.
You’ll probably need to make other improvements to get the full benefits. Cornices will need extending, sash windows double glazing and the front
door draught-proofing. Retaining adequate
ventilation is vital, so a new ventilation unit
may complete the picture.
Is it all worth it? If many early
adopters are to be believed, solid wall insulation is key to achieving 5 star comfort in
an older home. You can quiz a private
homeowner on the pros and cons at a free
SuperHome Open Day in Sep/Mar. Book
now at www.superhomes.org.uk

Solid Wall Insulation - the Key to 5-Star Comfort?

they had done it on the Isle of Wight. Their comments summed up the challenge to a tee! The views were amazing but the ride was relentless! One of the
hardest rides they had done!
Thanks to everyone who sponsored me. I hope I have done you
proud. At the last count I have raised
over £240 and I am hoping to get that
amount 'match funded' by NPower, who
I work for.
If you would still like to donate
to Parkinsons, I have a collecting box at
Greenacres, Main Road.

11am
6.30pm
11am
11am

Second Sunday
Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday
Fifth Sunday

Service format may vary

Holy Communion

Evensong

All-Age Worship

Holy Communion
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The Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted on 01983 718908 about any
issues and welcomes enquiries about baptisms and marriages.
Please note that his day off is usually Friday but if you leave him a
message, he will ring you back.

11am

First Sunday

ͿΠΥΖͫ͑ʹΠΟΥΒΔΥ͑;ΚΜΖ͑ΠΨΖΝΝ͙͚͑ͨͨͨ͑ͧͧͦͨͪ͑͢͡͡ΗΠΣ͑ΓΒΔΜΘΣΠΦΟΕ͑ΚΟΗΠΣ͞
ΞΒΥΚΠΟ͑ΒΓΠΦΥ͑ΥΙΚΤ͑ΣΖΤΤ͑ΖΝΖΒΤΖ͑ΚΗ͑ΣΖΦΚΣΖΕ͟

΅ΙΖ͑ΒΡΡΖΒΝ͑ΝΒΦΟΔΙΖΕ͑ΓΪ͑ΒΥΔΠΞΓΖ͑ΒΣΠ͞
͞
ΔΙΚΒΝ͑ ʹΙΦΣΔΙ͑ ʹΠΦΟΔΚΝ͑ ΥΠ͑ ΣΒΚΤΖ͑ γͣͦ͑͝͡͡͡ ΥΠ͑ ΡΒΪ
ΒΪ
ΝΖΥ
ΗΠΣ͑ΥΙΖ͑ΡΣΠΧΚΤΚΠΟ͑ΠΗ͑Β͑ΕΚΤΒΓΝΖΕ͑ΒΔΔΖΤΤ͑ΥΠΚΝΖΥ
ΒΝ
ΒΟΕ͑Β͑ΗΠΠΕ͑ΤΖΣΧΚΔΖ͑ΒΣΖΒ͑ΚΤ͑ΒΝΣΖΒΕΪ͑ΞΒΜΚΟΘ͑ΣΖΒΝ
ΡΣΠΘΣΖΤΤ͑ΥΠΨΒΣΕΤ͑ΣΖΒΔΙΚΟΘ͑ΚΥΤ͑ΥΒΣΘΖΥ͟
Ι͝
;ΒΣΔΦΤ͑ͳΒΘΘ͑͝ΥΙΖ͑ΖΔΥΠΣ͑ΠΗ͑ΥΙΖ͑ʹΙΦΣΔΙ͝
ΖΕ
ΔΠΟΗΚΣΞΖΕ͑ΥΙΒΥ͑ΤΚΟΔΖ͑ΥΙΖ͑ΒΡΡΖΒΝ͑ΨΒΤ͑ΝΒΦΟΔΙΖΕ
ΖΕ
ΚΟ͑ΝΒΥΖ͑ͻΦΟΖ͑͝ΒΝΣΖΒΕΪ͑γ͑͢͢͝͡͡͡ΙΒΤ͑ΓΖΖΟ͑ΕΠΟΒΥΖΕ
ΥΠ͑ΕΒΥΖ͟
͑
΅ΙΚΤ͑ ΚΤ͑ Β͑ ΗΒΟΥΒΤΥΚΔ͑ ΣΖΤΡΠΟΤΖ͑ ΗΠΣ͑ ΨΙΚΔΙ͑ ΨΖ͑ ΒΣΖ͑ ΞΠΤΥ
ΘΣΒΥΖΗΦΝ͑͝ΒΟΕ͑ΨΙΚΝΤΥ͑ΥΙΖΣΖ͑ΚΤ͑ΤΥΚΝΝ͑Β͑ΝΠΟΘ͑ΨΒΪ͑ΥΠ͑ΘΠ͑ΥΙΚΤ͑ΣΖΡΣΖ͞
ΤΖΟΥΤ͑ΒΟ͑ΖΩΔΖΝΝΖΟΥ͑ΤΥΒΣΥ͑ΒΟΕ͑ΦΟΕΖΣΝΚΟΖΤ͑ΪΖΥ͑ΒΘΒΚΟ͑ΥΙΖ͑ΘΖΟΖΣΠΤ͞
ΚΥΪ͑ΠΗ͑ΠΦΣ͑ΝΠΔΒΝ͑ΔΠΞΞΦΟΚΥΪ͟
ͺΟ͑ΒΕΕΚΥΚΠΟ͑ΥΠ͑ΠΦΣ͑ΗΦΟΕΣΒΚΤΚΟΘ͑ΖΗΗΠΣΥΤ͑͝ΨΖ͑ΙΒΧΖ͑Β͑ΟΦΞΓΖΣ
ΠΗ͑ΘΣΒΟΥ͑ΒΡΡΝΚΔΒΥΚΠΟΤ͑ΚΟ͑ΙΒΟΕ͑ΒΟΕ͑ΒΤ͑ΥΙΚΟΘΤ͑ΤΥΒΟΕ͑͝ΚΗ͑ΕΠΟΒΥΚΠΟΤ
ΔΠΟΥΚΟΦΖ͑ΥΠ͑ΔΠΞΖ͑ΚΟ͑͝ΨΖ͑ΒΣΖ͑ΙΠΡΖΗΦΝ͑ΥΙΒΥ͑ΠΦΣ͑ΡΝΒΟ͑ΥΠ͑ΚΞΡΝΖΞΖΟΥ
ΥΙΖ͑ΤΔΙΖΞΖ͑ΚΟ͑ΥΙΖ͑΄ΡΣΚΟΘ͑ΠΗ͑ͣͦ͑͢͡͝ΨΚΝΝ͑ΘΠ͑ΒΙΖΒΕ͟
΅ΙΚΤ͑ΡΣΠΛΖΔΥ͑ΚΤ͑ΖΤΤΖΟΥΚΒΝ͑ΥΠ͑ΥΙΖ͑ΝΠΟΘ͑ΥΖΣΞ͑ΗΦΥΦΣΖ͑ΠΗ͑ΥΙΖ
ʹΙΦΣΔΙ͑ΒΟΕ͑ΨΚΝΝ͑ΤΦΡΡΠΣΥ͑ΚΥΤ͑ΨΚΕΖΣ͑ΦΤΖ͑ΗΠΣ͑ΪΖΒΣΤ͑ΥΠ͑ΔΠΞΖ͟
͑
΅ΙΠΤΖ͑ΨΚΤΙΚΟΘ͑ΥΠ͑ΞΒΜΖ͑Β͑ΕΠΟΒΥΚΠΟ͑ΞΒΪ͑ΕΠ͑ΤΠ͑ΓΪ͑ΔΠΟΥΒΔΥ͞
ΚΟΘ͑ ΔΙΦΣΔΙ͑ ΨΒΣΕΖΟΤ͑ ΚΝΒΣΪ͑ ͻΠΟΖΤ͑ ͙ͪͩͤ͑͢͡ ͚ͨͣͧͩͣ͑͢ ΠΣ͑ ͽΚΫ͑ ΅ΒΪΝΠΣ
͙͚ͪͩͤ͑ͨͣͩͧ͢͢͟͡͡
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This will be at St Olave’s on
Saturday November 15th, from 10am until 2.30pm.
Stall holders will be selling their locally made craft
items (Come along and get your Christmas
presents!!) alongside a cake, jam and chutney stall.
Refreshments will be available (essential for
those not wishing to browse or those
exhausted after buying!!)
And there will be the inevitable raffle!

Christmas Craft Market

St Olave’s on Saturday October 11th,
from 10am until 12.30pm.
There will be a sale of produce and flowers, cakes and
some bric-a-brac and a raffle.
Do come along and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and a
‘natter’ with friends. (Roy Earley’s produce, fresh from
his garden, is always popular!).

Coffee Morning

Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday
September 28th at 11am.
This will be a special harvest service.
Gifts of non-perishable goods will be welcome.
These will be donated to the Food Bank.

Harvest Festival

The Perils of Pontins in Prestatyn!
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…….it all started because I wanted to go to Wales..........The Sun were
offering short breaks for £9.50 per person, four nights from Monday to Friday in
off-peak weeks. The dates fitted well with our leave so we chose Pontins
Prestatyn Sands, in May.
Of course it wasn’t really £9.50 as we had to pay for four people
(minimum occupancy) and we elected for the upgrade (what a joke that was!)
at the cost of an extra £20. Having sent off the cheque I then looked at the
reviews on Trip Advisor (I’m sure you are supposed to do it the other way round)
and it seems that 535 people thought it was the worst place on the planet – well,
nothing could be that bad – could it??
The 19th May was bright and sunny as we left for our adventure, and
we made good time, arriving at 3.30pm. The storm clouds were brewing and as
we parked, the heavens opened. Undeterred we ran into Reception to be
greeted by a stone-faced receptionist who said, ‘No check in before 4, no
exceptions’.
There was a pub next to Reception so we thought we would pass the
half hour with a little tipple and consider their menu for later – the pub was
closed, we never did see it open. By 4pm the queue waiting for keys snaked all
round Reception and out into the main ballroom. We were still in a cheerful
mood as we lined up with wailing children and frustrated parents, the receptionist’s face still couldn’t crack a smile, and when we asked what time the pub
opened we were greeted by a blank stare and asked to move on to hurry the
queue along.
So, off to the chalet! Having located the relevant ‘prison block’ we went
inside. Where shall I start........the bedroom was so small that the bed was
pushed against the wall, and the wardrobe (which didn’t have any doors) was
jammed against the end of it. There was no room for a bedside table and the
wafer thin mattress was covered in a thick plastic sheet (we had to provide our
own linen which actually I’m very grateful for now). Graham is 6ft 1in so I slept
on the wall side with my feet up the wardrobe and if I needed to get out in the
night, had to climb over him while doing contortions to get past the wardrobe.
The television was a 15in old-fashioned chunky type with no remote,
only five channels, and tuned to a
‘letter box’ view.
The bathroom was functional but the huge toilet roll holder (one
of those big ones you get in public
toilets) was so big it was impossible
to sit on the toilet properly. Goodness knows how some of the larger
clientele coped with that!

(Part of the occasional series – Travels of a Clerk by Maxine Yule)
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PS Max was SO traumatized after all of this
that Graham had to take her away to Crete for a
fortnight in a four star hotel!

When using the shower, the water was operated by a push button. The
trouble was it released after 20 seconds so you had to keep hitting the button
to get the water to flow, - not easy when in the middle of washing your hair.
We were still reasonably cheerful so thought we would see what the
main bar and surrounding outlets had to offer. The pub was still closed of
course.......the restaurant (I use the term loosely) shut at 6pm but when we
looked at the menu for the next day they were offering ‘Pok chop and apple
sauce’ and an ‘excallent’ selection of ‘vegatables’ …..we couldn’t wait..........
Having had a drink in the main bar – no ice available and everything in
pint or half pint straight, slightly dingy glasses - and that includes wine – we
thought we would go the Captain Cod for something to eat.
This was only 9pm and when trying to select something from the list it
turned into the old Ronnie Barker ‘rook sketch’. ‘Can we have a chicken pie?
No, they didn’t send any over. Steak and kidney? No, none of those either.
Piece of fish? Sold out. Battered sausage? No, got a plain sausage. Okay, two
sausage and chips then. You’ll have to wait for the chips’.
Having survived the night we decided on a good old fry-up before
setting off sightseeing. Although there were a number of white goods and they
were all fairly new, the sockets were few and far between, so if you wanted the
kettle and the toaster on, one had to go on the floor where the TV was plugged
in, and if you then wanted the microwave to work you had to forgo one of the
other items.
Graham started grilling bacon and this set the smoke alarm off, and as
I was opening and closing the door, waving a tea towel across the alarm in vain,
I could hear alarms going off all over the camp (please remember we are in an
upgrade chalet).......
Before leaving for the day I thought I would check the weather forecast
on the Internet so went to Reception to find the advertised ‘free wi fi hot spot’.
The girl waved her arm over to a small set of chairs across the room and said
‘I’ve seen people with their iPads over there but it’s a bit hit and miss’, sure
enough there were people holding their tablets in the air and moving from side
to side in the hope of a signal – I didn’t feel I needed to know when the rain
would stop that much........
Now this is a very potted tale but if I told you we came home a day early
purely because we couldn’t face another night in the chalet, I think you get the
picture. Moral of the story – look at Trip Advisor BEFORE booking.
Having said all that, I found Wales very interesting and we visited some
great places. We will return, just not to Pontins!
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Newsletter readers from 2013 will remember that the Parish Council
has been involved in surveying traffic speeds within the parish, administering a
survey for householders and at the local school to gauge opinions on the way
traffic is currently controlled through signage and road markings, and to collect
views on how we can improve safety on our roads.
The results of the survey were taken to a meeting with Island Roads
and IW Councillors, and an Island Roads staff member came out to meet a
parish councillor, visit the ‘danger spots’ and give advice on next steps in terms
of requesting action in three main areas: better traffic control around the school,
especially at opening and closing times, adding unbroken white lines on some
bends, and moving a 30 mph sign further out to include domestic and business
driveways that are currently in national speed limit (60 mph) or 40 mph zones.
The result of all this activity? Absolutely nothing.
We are told that a revised speed limit policy needs to be signed off by
the Executive before decisions can be taken on different signage. We are told
that something called the ‘Network Integrity and Safety Assessment Register’
is in abeyance and is likely to have far more pressing changes in the pipeline
to deal with before they get to Chillerton.
The same is true of something called the ‘Community Safety Fund’
which has received huge numbers of requests for road safety improvements
from all over the island. So our request to at least get more protection for
children and their families arriving at and leaving the school, even though the
parish council has offered to contribute financially, is unlikely to be approved.
We feel fobbed off.
Having looked at the inconsistent application of traffic control methods
across the island, I can’t help thinking that some areas and communities have
been able to shout louder than others, or have the support of influential people
or groups. In the case of our school, with its increasing population, and the
evidence we have that vehicles are travelling at over 30 mph in both directions,
even when pupils are being dropped off, I have to ask why it is possible for
other village schools in, for example, Totland, to have 20 mph signs in operation.
You will know of other schools being protected in this way, or rural
areas protected by 30 mph zones, while in this parish we have to endure
vehicles driving at 40 mph and above on sharp bends, across driveways and
blind lane junctions, and on roads that have no pavements but are regularly
used by pedestrians.
The road improvements being carried out by Island
Roads will, I expect, increase the risk of accidents in our parish.
You might have seen the number of skid marks showing how
vehicles enjoying the new surface have braked hard to stay on
the new road running from Whitecroft through to Carisbrooke, or
the car that ended up through a hedge and into a ditch at Cox’s
Corner.

When many years ago I compiled two books about the village I became
familiar with family names like Westmore, Niblett, Bullock, Gerrett, Taylor and
Draper, to name just a few and when I returned to peruse the 1911 census
memories came flooding back.
Three houses down from Garn Lane lived the Draper family and I
recalled that grand old man of the village, Harold Gerrett telling how after work
on a Saturday in 1914 he and his best mate, Art Draper would cycle in to
Newport where the shops stayed open until ten o’clock. They would leave their
bicycles in the yard of the Castle Inn and then promenade up and down the
High Street meeting their friends. Sure enough I found both Harold, aged ten,
and Art Draper, aged eleven, on the census.
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For years Chillerton was described as the village
without a pub but this was untrue. The earliest mention that
I found was of a renewal of the license being given to Joseph
Long in 1857. The 1861 census shows the Fox and Hounds
Inn, that incidentally was opposite the lower chapel, was in
the hands of young Joseph Shutler, aged just twenty five,
with his wife Caroline, nee Denness.
The couple were married in 1859 at St Olave’s, Gatcombe and Joseph
was shown in addition to being a landlord as being a carpenter, not unusual as
he would not have been able to rely solely on the income from a rural pub to
raise a family.
In September 1862 following the birth of her second child, Caroline was
very ill and they called upon the assistance of a doctor by the name of Porter
who hailed from Godshill. This gentleman later took the young couple to court
for non-payment of his attendance fees, amounting to £5-13s-7d, said to have
arisen after his visits that numbered over twenty.
For their part, the couple claimed that they had agreed a fee of one
guinea. The doctor was not that attentive and had been known to ride up and
after being served with bacon and beans, and brandy and water that he ate and
drank without dismounting, he simply enquired from that position as to his
patient’s health.
Remarkably the magistrate came down in favour of the doctor. For the
Shutler’s part, poor Caroline went on to have a total of twelve children, the last
being born in 1883. By 1871 the Fox and Hounds had ceased to be a pub, no
doubt influenced by the opening of the chapel across the road around 1862.

Local historian, Brian Greening, continues his look back through the parish
of Chillerton and Gatcombe history books. In this edition he
continues to pull out familiar village names from past census returns and
answers the mystery of why we have no pub!

PC Tim Campany and PCSO Justin Keefe are our Safer
Neighbourhoods Team. Luckily we don’t need to call them often
but if you do, their contact details are on Page 34. They are very
happy to discuss any problems or concerns you may have, and
are willing to come and visit you in your home to
talk with you.
The roaming border collie continues to
be an issue. It now seems to have a brown collar with a dark
coloured disc on it. If you see it, please try to get a photo of it
and contact the IW Council Dog Warden.
They don’t want to sound heavy-handed but the dog
could cause an accident, or be injured itself.

Police & Neighbourhood Watch

Does anybody know of a small walking group which walks around
Gatcombe, Chillerton and Rookley? Nothing too strenuous - about an
hour or two, twice or three times a week? Or is anybody interested in
getting together to do this? Please contact the editor …. thank you.

I received an update email from the Company Solicitor to say
that the full consultation document has now been received
from Counsel. Her office have reviewed the content and a report is
being put together for the CEO for discussion

Chillerton Water Action Group

Even without the attractions of a new road surface, in the past few
months two cars have left the road at speed and gone through hedges between
Sheat Corner and Brook Lane. Everyone has stories to tell of similar incidents
and near misses.
All this means, I believe, that if we want to improve road safety in this
parish, we are going to have to shout louder.
The next stage will be for the Parish Council to put together a petition,
in partnership with the school, and to re-focus and increase our lobbying of a
new group of cross-party Councillors who will be prioritising highway safety
schemes.
If anyone would like to take part in this campaign, or have suggestions
for how we can be more successful in improving highway safety in the parish,
please get in touch with any of the parish councillors named at the back of this
newsletter.
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Louis Niblett was aged forty eight and a carpenter who really had a house full. In addition to his
wife and five children, (that included daughter Alice,
soon to become famous as the village switchboardoperator), he had three bricklayers as lodgers. The
story of Alice listening in to telephone conversations
is well known. One day a member of the Seely family
confided to the person on the end of the line that he
thought somebody was listening in to which Alice
quickly replied, “I am not.”

Down at Loverstone Farm was old Bertie Henton, whilst in the cottages
at Rill lived Jack Downton and his wife, and three daughters, Audrey, Florence
and Doris. I recall these as being my father’s cousins who later moved to
Gladice’s at Chale. When my father told me he used to walk from Garn Lane
to meet his cousins I did not realise at the time it was four miles each way!

Sheat cottages were better known in those days as Seely cottages,
provided by the Seely family to improve the living conditions for their tenants
and the villagers. These four buildings each housed two families. In one half of
one, lived William Taylor with his wife, his brother-in-law, an adopted son, a
nephew, and three more bricklayers who were lodgers. It is possible these
bricklayers were employed at the nearby asylum at Whitecroft.

At Ramsdown Farm was Richard Morgan with my grandmother’s best
friend, Lottie Whittington, as a live-in servant. Apparently after chapel on a
Sunday evening, Lottie would go back with my grandmother to Garn Lane in
order to catch up on the week’s news before taking that very dark walk back to
Ramsdown.

At the village school lived Bertram Hallas and his wife, the village
schoolmaster, a man who was born in Yorkshire. How he managed to educate
our village’s boys and girls is a mystery. What would a man from that far away
know about “mallyshags”, “nammet” and the word “nippers”?
There is a lovely story told of one poor lad who could not read who sat
at the back of the class. When the local vicar came to the school he got the
children to open their Bibles and follow his reading. Noticing the lad was not
paying attention he asked him to read on. The confused lad stumbled and
buying time, asked where from. “From where it says ‘…and Jesus rode into
Jerusalem’,” he was told. With a bit of quick thinking the lad spoke forth. “And
Jesus rode into Jerusalem and climbed up a tree.” Needless to say ‘six of the
best’ followed.
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Flu sessions are also available on alternative
days/times at Brighstone (Tel: 740219) and Niton
(Tel: 730257) surgeries. Please phone them to
enquire.

Wednesday 15th October between 5.00 and 6.00pm.
No appointment necessary

Monday 13th October between 5pm – 6pm.

Wednesday 8th October between 12.00 and 1.00pm (Main Session).

************************
At Godshill Surgery you may attend on:

If you suffer from any of the following:
§
DIABETES requiring insulin or medication.
§
CHRONIC HEART DISEASE.
§
ASTHMA or other lung/respiratory problems requiring repeat
medication.
§
CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE (renal failure, nephrotic syndrome,
transplant).
§
CHRONIC LIVER DISEASE (cirrhosis, biliary atresia, chronic
hepatitis).
§
A DISEASE OF THE IMMUNE SYSTEM (chemotherapy, or on
large doses of steroids, or dysfunctional spleen).
§
If you are a CARER for someone in any of the above categories.

If you are aged 65 or over
If you are PREGNANT

It‛s that time again!
You are strongly advised to have a flu jab:

FLU !

South Wight Medical Practice
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Following its successful introduction in 2010, a Field of Remembrance
will once again be opened at Carisbrooke Castle this November.
Established by the Lord-Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, Major General
Martin White, the Field of Remembrance is a place where residents can pay
their respects and plant a cross for those who lost their lives serving the
country. It is located within the Princess Beatrice Garden, a tranquil walled
garden behind the castle's chapel.
The castle will open its doors for people to visit the Field of Remembrance between 10am and 1pm on Thursday 6th November, when it is normally closed to the public. The Royal British Legion will make crosses available for
purchase at the castle's shop.
A service of remembrance will take place at the castle on Thursday 6th
November at 10.45am, which members of the public are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be available following the
service and all proceeds will go to the Isle of Wight WI.
Residents can also visit on Saturday 8th and Sunday
9th November during the castle's normal weekend opening
hours which are 10am to 4pm.

Isle of Wight Field of Remembrance

MAJOR GENERAL M S WHITE CB CBE JP
HM LORD-LIEUTENANT OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT
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(Fully Insured and CRB checked)

Going away? A shopping trip? No-one to look after your pets?
From your goldfish to your horse, we offer a professional, friendly service
caring for ALL your pets, in their homes, as if they were our own.

Let us care for your pets.

Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe
News from as little as £15 for one year (four
issues). For more information please ring
Steve Holloway on 721654 or email
Steve@median-accountancy.co.uk

or jinimoda@btinternet.com
or doug.barber@zen.co.uk

Neighbourhood Watch.
Jill Webster
Tel. 721483
Doug Barber
Tel. 721128

www.islandbuses.info

Tel. 527655

Most of Gatcombe, and Brook LaneMost of ChillertonBrook Lane, Cridmore, Roslin, Rill-

Refuse Collection
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Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Mobile Library.
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & near Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe. Every three weeks.
Dates and details. Tel. 203880 or e-mail libraries@iow.gov.uk

Bus Information.

Library.
Lord Louis Library. Orchard St., Newport.

School.
Chillerton & Rookley Primary. Main Rd., Chillerton.
Tel. 721207
admin.chillerton@lineone.net or www.chillertonpri.iow.gov.uk

Tel. 0845 045 45 45 Ext. 663 135/125
Mobile 07901 102393
Mobile 07901 102302

Police. (Non Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany
PCSO Justin Keefe

Tel. 524081

Hospital.
St Mary’s. Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

Tel. 522595
Tel. 522346
Tel. 522638

Tel. 718908

Newport.
Newport.
Newport.

Tel. 522150
Tel. 840625
Tel. 523525
Tel. 522198

St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Rev. Marcus Bagg.
56, Castle Rd., Newport PO30 1DP

Chemists.
Boots
124-126 High St.,
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,

Doctors.
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27 Pyle St., Newport
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport

01983 721567
01983 721282
01983 721128

Steve Rowntree
Phil Slater
Sue Barber

sue@ramsdown.myzen.co.uk

philslater@metronet.co.uk

steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

sheat3@btinternet.com

293, Arctic Road, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7PJ
j.kingston46@btinternet.com

maxyule@gmail.com

November 3

December 1
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MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ Steve Holloway, (trusty sidekick), Roger Shepherd, (who painstakingly and patiently proof-reads and advises), and as always, to
our faithful team of deliverers - Paul, Steve, Felicity, Simon
& Georgina, Gillian, Carolyn, Lorna and Harriet - for
all their help and hard work.

This newsletter is delivered free of charge to all residents of the
parish of Chillerton and Gatcombe.
If you live outside the parish and would still like a copy then we
will be very happy to send you an email copy free of charge, or
a hard copy via the post for £1 to cover the additional costs.
Please contact the editor.

October 6

Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley Primary
School, and start at 7pm unless otherwise stated.

Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
And follow us on Twitter
@ChillertonPC

01983 721519

01983 721082

Chairman
John Kingston
Vice Chair
Gillian Belben

01983 639449

Parish Clerk
Maxine Yule

Your Parish Council

The Chillerton & Gatcombe News is produced by a team
of volunteers.
All articles and advertisements are taken in good faith.
We cannot take responsibility for any legal queries
resulting from these.
Submitted articles do not necessarily reflect our views.
We reserve the right not to print
submitted articles.

DISCLAIMER.

