E

1914 - 1918
Oliver Salter

16th May 1915

Albert Bromwell

4th July 1915

Charles Grant Seely

19th April 1917

Ernest Arthur Groves

15th March 1916

George William Groves

22nd January 1917

Arthur Frank Dore

1st December 1917

Thomas Smyth Corry

19th December 1914

Ernest Kerley

22nd August 1915

1939 - 1945
Private R Butchers
Sergeant H Cossins

Royal Berkshire
Regiment
Grenadier Guards

L.A.C. J Saunders

Royal Air Force

Grant them, Lord, eternal rest,
and let light perpetual shine
upon them.

Welcome to the spring 2014 edition of the Chillerton & Gatcombe
Newsletter. Don’t worry, Jill Webster is still very much at the helm but has
invited me to write a few words of introduction to this special edition that
marks the 100th anniversary year of the commencement of the Great War
in 1914.
There will be a great deal written, spoken and broadcast this year
about 1914 and we wanted to make our own small contribution. We are
acutely aware that many people have mixed feelings about ‘commemorating’ the start of a conflict that led to so many tragic deaths on all sides. For
me it is only about the act remembrance and anything that is done to
preserve the memory of those who made and continue to make the ultimate
sacrifice is a good thing.
You will see on the inside cover the names of the fallen who had an
attachment to our parish. These names are recorded on the Roll of Honour
held at St Olave’s church in Gatcombe and are commemorated with a
special church service each year. We repeat them here in the hope that the
whole village might also take a moment to think about these ordinary people
who did their duty but did not return home. The inscription on the Roll of
Honour reads:
‘Greater Love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends’
If we are looking for meaning to 2014 then I think that might just be
about perfect.

The deadline for items for the SUMMER Newsletter is May 17th 2014.
Jill Webster.
1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email jillwebster@mail.com
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45 pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 8 pm.

HAPPY CIRCLE

2nd & 4th Mondays. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm.

SCHOOL
April 4
April 22
May 23
June 2

Last day of term
Return after Easter holidays
Last day of term
Return after half-term.

ST. OLAVE’S
April 11
May 17
PARISH COUNCIL

Italian Evening (See page 24 for details)
Bring and Buy Sale. (See page 25 for details)
Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.

April 7

Preceded by Annual Parish Meeting at 6.30pm

May 7

Preceded by Annual Meeting at 6.30pm

2 pm.

June 2
QUIZ

Chillerton School unless otherwise stated.

To be arranged.
HORT. SOC.
April 4

Chillerton Club at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
A talk on Garden Birds by James Gloyn.

May 3

Plant sale at village hall from 10am until noon.

June 6

Business meeting and Show arrangements.

VILLAGE MARKET

Chillerton Village Hall. 10 am - noon.

April 5

Market and Café.

May 3

Market and Café.

June 7

Market and Café.

Thanks to Steve Holloway and Roger Shepherd, and, as
always, to our team of deliverers - Paul, Steve, Felicity,
Simon & Georgina, Gillian, Carolyn, Lorna and Harriet for
all their help and hard work. Ed.
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When we consider our understanding of the
1914-18 war, I think most of us would focus on the great
human loss and almost certainly many would be familiar
with the key battles such as The Somme, Ypres, Gallipoli
and Passchendaele. These two themes are of course
connected by the stories of ordinary people; the people
who left their villages and towns for perhaps the first
time, travelled to foreign fields and if unlucky were part
of the million men and women of the British army who did
not return home. Every one of them of course a personal
story of tragedy and a family left grieving.
Looking at the roll of honour published in this edition of the newsletter,
I was immediately struck by how little we know from those scant details. Many
of the surnames are of course familiar as Island families and hopefully there are
relatives out there who know the stories but if not then I have done a little
research from the on-line forces war records to fill in some of the gaps.
Clearly it is difficult to be 100% certain of 100 year old facts and if
anyone has more or different information to that contained below then we
would be genuinely delighted to include this in a later edition of the newsletter.
So, in the order that the individuals appear on the Roll of Honour:
Oliver Salter – died 16th May 1915
Oliver probably joined up at or near the start of the war, joining the 1st
Battalion of the Royal Hampshire Regiment. The 1st Battalion was one of the
first to be mobilised to the western front in 1914 and took part in the famous
truce during the first Christmas. Oliver’s record says that he was killed in action
and the date would tally with the 2nd Battle of Ypres (or Wipers as the British
Tommy’s re-named it) which is in Flanders, Belgium. Flanders alone accounted
for almost a million deaths on all sides during the war.
Albert Bromwell – died 4th July 1915
Albert would have been a contemporary of Oliver Salter. They belonged to the same Battalion and perhaps they even joined up together? Albert
was also killed in action during the second battle of Ypres just six weeks after
his friend.
Charles Grant Seely - died 19th April 1917
The Seely name has been synonymous with the island for many
generations through to the current day with Bob who is the Isle of Wight
Councillor for the ward containing Chillerton and Gatcombe. The most tangible
link to this Charles Grant Seely is that his monument sits prominently in St
Olave’s church. Charles was a captain in the Isle of Wight Rifles but the
memorial inscription provides most detail; it reads: ‘… Born on Nov. 29 1894,
educated at Cheam, Eton and Trinity College Cambridge, he joined the Isle of
Wight Rifles at the outbreak of the Great War and after serving with distinction
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in the Gallipoli and Egyptian campaigns, fell gloriously thrice wounded at Gaza
in Palestine on April 19, 1917 while leading the advance upon Turkish position
…. He lies in the cemetery at Gaza surrounded by the men of his regiment who
fell with him that day’
Charles was part of the young gentleman officer corps who suffered
proportionately the greatest casualty rate during the war. He was 19 at the
outbreak of the war and just 22 when he died.
Ernest Arthur Groves – died 15th March 1916
Ernest was a corporal in the 2nd Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regiment.
He was killed in action in modern day Iraq when the Dorsetshires were
surrounded by the Turkish army in what became the siege of Kut-Al-Amera on
the river Tigris. Shortly after Ernest’s death his Battalion surrendered but only
70 out of the original 350 men were to survive their captivity.
George William Groves – died 22nd January 1917
I do not believe that George was related to Ernest and certainly they
had different paths. George was already a professional soldier in 1914 serving
in the Royal Garrison Artillery and had risen to the rank of Sergeant Major
before his death in 1917. The artillery section could have been serving in any
of the conflict areas but I do know that he died at home presumably of injuries
incurred earlier.
Arthur Frank Dore – died 1st December 1917
Frank joined up with the London regiment of the Prince of Wales Own
Civil Service Rifles. He served on the western front in France and Belgium and
took part in the battle of Cambrai which is best known for the first use of the
tank by the allies. Advancing many miles in just days where the front had
moved only yards for two years, it must have seemed to Arthur that the end was
in sight. Sadly, there was a much less publicised counter-attack by the German
army that resulted in the deaths of 44,000 allied soldiers. This counter-attack
lasted from 20.11 – 7.12.17 and Frank was amongst the casualties.
Thomas Smyth Corry – died 19th December 1914
Thomas was a sergeant and professional soldier in the Seaforth Highlanders, a Scottish regiment. Thomas, a Scot by birth, had been serving in India
at the outbreak of the war but was moved to France in September 1914. He
was killed in action at the Battle of Givenchy (along with another 4,000 men)
which lasted from 18.12 – 22.12.14 and tragically just a few days before the
Christmas truce along the western front.
Ernest Kerley – died 22nd August 1915
Along with Charles Seely who was possibly even his commanding
officer, Ernest joined the local Isle of Wight Rifles Battalion of the Royal
Hampshire Regiment. After training in the UK he was mobilised from Liverpool
bound for Gallipolli on 30th July 1915. He landed at Sulva Bay on 9th August.
He sadly met his death with so many other British, Australian and New Zealand
soldiers against overwhelming Turkish machine gun defences just two weeks
later.
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
For our first quiz of 2014 at the end of February, we had fourteen teams
eager to test their leeeeeeetle grey cells.
Following Steve Holloway’s alarming off piste approach when he was
question master last time, the natural order of things and calm were reassuringly restored as we started off traditionally, with English and the Written Word!!!!
Bobby’s Two (Ali and Judy) started strongly and despite a blip in the
Geography round they led all the way until the penultimate round….the dreaded (and always greeted by groans!) Recent News and only managed average
scores allowing the chasing pack to close the gap.
Going into the final round only half a point covered the top five teams
so there was all to play for. The Fantastic Four (Steve and Brenda, and Ian and
Paula) pulled out all the stops to score a brilliant 14 out of 15 and romped past
the post two clear points ahead of second placed Moresome (Paul and Julie,
and John and Adrienne) with defending champions The All Stars, (Hilary, Phil
and Lesley) Great Expectations (Marcus and Emily, and Ann and Richard) and
Bobby’s Two very close behind.
TFF’s Brenda and Steve
have won before but it was a new
experience for Ian and Paula. As
Ian remarked, “It has taken us a
year…but we made it!”
Steve Burden was our
question master and everybody
agreed he did a great job. Jane
joined Steve and Peni’s team and
as expected…they made a very
good team coming home in a very
respectable sixth place.
The Cat’s Whiskers who come from Cowes, won the prize for being
Nearest the Bull and the question was How many athletes took part in the
recent Winter Olympics?
NO mention will be made of a certain person who failed to recognize
Kevin-from-Grimsby’s photograph…..even though she knows him and his
family well!
As always, I have to say a BIG thank you to everybody who comes
along, to Steve and Peni for all their help before and after the night, to Steve B
for asking the questions, to Lyndon and Hilary for collecting and returning the
chairs we need to borrow from the church….okay….I’ll shut up now…think we
have all had enough of rambling thank you /acceptance speeches……….thank
you!
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Chillerton & Gatcombe
Parish Council
www.chillertonandgatcombe.org

MONDAY 7th April 2014

Annual Parish Meeting
At Chillerton and Rookley Primary School

Starting at 6.30 pm
A Community Meeting for
everybody in the Parish.
Guest speaker:
To be confirmed
(Watch the notice boards for details)

Annual Reports from:
● C&GPC Chairman.
● IW Cllr Bob Seely.
● Safer Neighbourhoods Team.
Plus your chance to ask questions about Parish matters.

Followed by our regular monthly Parish Council Meeting.

Everybody is welcome!
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Parish Rarities
Number 3:- A Siege of Grey Herons (Ardea cinerea)
Herons aren’t exactly rare in this
parish, they can be seen hunting along
the edges of fields and flying over in a
leisurely and distinctive fashion, the legs
trailing behind and the long neck drawn
in, producing the conspicuous bulge.
They are almost always alone.
However, during a lull in the February
rains I was driving into Chillerton round
Sheat Corner, when I caught sight of a
large number of herons stalking small
mammals in a waterlogged field. I counted eleven birds; there were more but I
was so surprised I lost count and drove off
in a daze.
The collective noun for a group of herons is a ‘siege’, perhaps related
to their ability to stand stock still waiting patiently for their prey to emerge. Some
reference books also refer to a ‘sedge’ of herons, relating to their usual habitat
in wetland areas, in long reeds and round rivers and lakes.
Numbers tend to be boosted by an influx of visitors from mainland
Europe in autumn and winter. We do have one heronry in the parish and there
may be more. They usually construct large untidy twig nests in trees and
sometimes in reed beds, with eggs laid in February/March. There were so
many in the field at Sheat that I wondered if they had flown in from elsewhere
on the Island; the most well known heronry is at Firestone Copse. However, I
later visited our parish heronry with a pair of binoculars and counted seven
birds without trying very hard, so perhaps they are all based here.
Herons are sometimes persecuted because of their preference for fish,
especially fish in garden ponds, and land drainage has also led to loss of
habitat. So this wet warm winter must have been a real bonus for them, and I
wonder if their search for food is responsible for the fact that for the first winter
in many years my house has not been visited by field mice.
If you know of other ‘parish rarities’, let me know and they’ll be featured
in later issues.
Tel. 721519 or email sheat3@btinternet.com
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
Owing to the cancellation of January 3rd's meeting, the following meeting of the Chillerton and Gatcombe Horticultural Society on February 7th consisted of
two subjects. First was a talk on Cacti by Mr Stephen
Wood, and members enjoyed listening to an enthusiastic
account of the various idiosyncrasies of these self propagating, resilient and independent plants.
Listeners were invited to examine different varieties and were instructed on the best way to care for
them. Mr Wood's talk was very well received.
The second half of the evening mainly concerned the future Summer
Show and consisted of helpful discussions for those willing to assist.
At their next meeting, members enjoyed an interesting evening when
Harriet Robinson gave a very informative and professional talk which she calls,
"Knot only gardens but embroidery too!" They were given an entertaining
commentary on slides showing a variety of knot gardens through the ages, and
were also able to examine a display of embroidery inspired by the same
intricate designs.
Schedules for the show in the summer have already gone out to
members and exhibitors, and will be delivered to households in the parish
during March.

Chillerton School’s PTFA are having a 'Phil the Bag' day again on

Monday 31st March.
Please take your bags in to the school on Friday 28th March - not
before please as they have limited storage space.
‘Phil the Bag’ accepts all clothes, belts, bags, shoes but doesn't
accept duvets, pillows, curtains, toys and bric-a-brac.
Donations can be in a dustbin bag or a 'Phil the Bag' can be collected
from school reception. For more information on the charity their
website address is http://www.philthebag.co.uk
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Focus On……
What are your connections with the Parish?
for about nine years now.

Well I have lived in Chillerton

Best and worst things about living here?
Best, the amazing slopes for
sledging……. Worst, it is very inconvenient for meeting up with friends.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? Probably Waterloo Road, my dad would be disappointed....
What’s your favourite holiday destination?
It would have to be India
because of the amazing food and the lively atmosphere, oh and I love elephants.
Do you have an unusual hobby /ability? So far undiscovered.
Worst holiday?

I haven’t had one yet. Fingers crossed I never will

If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Emma Watson, I love her.
Europe and the Common Market…..in or out? I have no political views.
What’s your favourite food?
the summer.

Definitely paella, I love eating it outside during

What’s the worst Christmas present you’ve ever received? Well my uncle
gave me a shewee this year......
Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not? Yes I do, it would make visiting relatives a lot easier.
Favourite book?
it was fantastic.

Looking for Alaska, by John Green. I read it this year and

Favourite film? The Toy Story trilogy, they are my childhood.
Favourite piece of music/musician? The Killers, I have loved them since
about the age of 8, and I have even seen them live three times.
Monarchy or Republic? Monarchy.
Have you ever been skinny-dipping? NO!!!!!!!
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Which newspaper do you read? Well we (my family and I) always do the
Telegraph quiz on a Saturday, but that is the extent of my newspaper reading.
What is “Must-See” TV for you? Breaking Bad and Sherlock, both are brilliant.
When was the last time you rode a bike?
probably last year sometime.

I’m not going to lie, it was

Who would be your perfect /fantasy dinner guest? Brandon Flowers, the
lead singer of The Killers.
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come
Dancing? Masterchef. I can’t dance.
If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? I’d be a dog
living at Jill’s house for the luxury treatment there. Bob, (our boxer) loves it there!
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you?
and leg it.
What is your most embarrassing moment?
Year 1, - that was pretty traumatic.
Would you consider cosmetic surgery?
What car would you LIKE to drive??!!
Have you ever lied about your age?
but we got kicked out.

Grab it

Probably when I wet myself in

No, not at my age.
A grey Aston Martin.

I did once to get into a 15 at the cinema

Which luxury item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert
island? No doubt my mobile phone so that I could text.
Do you play a musical instrument? I reached Grade 4 on the saxophone.
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase? I would treat
my parents to a luxury holiday because they deserve one.
Best Parish memory?
primary school

The Easter Egg hunts at Chillerton and Rookley

Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions? Of course I do - I am only 14!
How would you like to be remembered? As someone who made people
smile.
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The Isle of Wight Rifles was the informal name for the 8th Battalion of the Hampshire regiment and as we have seen from our
own serving soldiers’ records, the obvious
choice for local men signing up to serve king
and country in 1914. The history of the Rifles,
however, stretches back much further to the
Napoleonic wars where the island was seen as
a potential front-line against invasion. At one
point the 7,000 mobilised troops based at forts
Victoria, Albert and Golden Hill accounted for
1 in 4 or the island population.
Rolling forward to 1914, a £1 bounty
was offered to men enlisting in the Rifles and
this led to many mainlanders making the trip
across the Solent to sign up alongside the
island men-folk. Two companies were raised
each numbering 900 men; one for overseas service and one to man local
existing fortifications. Training took place first at Parkhurst and then switched
to Hertfordshire. After what must have seemed a long wait the Rifles were
finally mobilised for overseas service on 30th July 1915 when they set sail from
Liverpool on the Aquitania bound for Solva Bay, Gallipoli.
Although never an accurate historic record, many of us will be familiar
with the Mel Gibson film which followed the fate of the Australian and New
Zealand troops landed at Gallipoli. It was a conflict riddled with strategic delays
and errors which left allied troops on the beach faced against a Turkish army
well embedded in higher ground with significant machine gun and artillery
support. The Rifles lost 300 men within the first 1,000 yards of their advance at
4.45pm on 12th August 1915. In all 70,000 allied troops were lost alongside
60,000 Turkish conscripts before retreat was ordered just a few months later.
Following the Gallipoli campaign the Rifles were evacuated to Egypt
where after acclimatisation they were further deployed alongside the Suez
canal. In February 1917 they marched 145 miles across the Sinai desert to El
Arish in just twelve days. On 6 April 1917 the offensive against the Turkish line
at Gaza began. The Rifles sustained major casualties over the next few weeks
and out of 800 who went into action only two officers and 290 men remained
(although some had been taken prisoner and shipped back to Austria). At the
end of April the surviving troops launched a second attack on Gaza and
managed to break through, eventually entering Jerusalem. We have learned
already, however, that Charles Grant Seely did not survive this second action.
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The Rifles remained in Palestine until the surrender of the Turkish army
in September 1918 at which point they were removed to Alexandria before
being formally de-mobbed in Cairo. Many stayed on in Sudan in peacekeeping roles and did not return to the Island until 1920. The Rifles battalion
were never formally stood down and reformed in 1939 to see action again in
the Second World War.
The regimental flag is held at the Carisbrooke Castle Museum. The flag
can be viewed but only by prior arrangement due to its size and the space
required.

The last event to take place in the Village Hall in 2013 was a surprise
birthday party for one of our village residents. Visitors came from the mainland
and the family decorated the Hall and provided the refreshments. It was good
to see the Hall being used for such a happy gathering.
The annual ‘Bangers and Mash Supper’ was the first social event of
2014 to be held in the Hall. Spirits that might have been dampened by the
incessant January rain and the attendant hazards, were definitely raised on
Friday January 17th when villagers and friends enjoyed a wonderfully cooked
and presented supper which included delicious desserts.
This was followed by lively entertainment from the Brighstone Barnacles whose enthusiasm for what they were singing delighted their audience and
encouraged a reciprocal enthusiastic participation! Some of the songs, written
by one of the Barnacles' crew, were very moving and much appreciated,
providing a contrast to the traditional raucous shanties such as "What shall we
do with the drunken sailor?" A fantastic evening all round!
Please remember the Village Hall is there for all to use, and can be
hired at a very reasonable cost. Just call Carolyn on 721732 or Kathy on 721621.
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch
It has been a quiet three months crime-wise in the parish with just one
traffic accident to report in the last month.
Speeding continues to be a concern and Tim and Justin have conducted two sessions to monitor speed through the village. At the recent Parish
Council meeting, Tim reported the results. During a ‘morning rush hour’ session
when the speed of approximately 100 vehicles was checked, two were found
to be speeding and received fines.
During the afternoon session, at ‘school time’, no cars were found to be
speeding.
Justin is still looking for volunteers to join COMMUNITY SPEED
WATCH and help set up a scheme in the village. Volunteers will work alongside
police officers and PCSOs to identify vehicles which exceed the speed limit.
Equipment and training will be given.
So if YOU expressed concerns about speeding when completing the
recent traffic survey, why not give Justin a ring on 07901 102302 for more
information on how YOU can become a volunteer?

Your SNT officers, PC Tim Campany and
PCSO Justin Keefe hold beat surgeries on
the first Monday of the month at Scats
Countrystores between 10am and 11am
and also on the second Wednesday of the
month at the Co-op in Rookley between
4pm and 5pm.

Good news! Over the last few years, Chillerton and
Gatcombe Parish Council have kept their expenditure within the planned budgets, and will not therefore require an
increase in our precept for the coming year. (2014/2015)
The Parish Council planned expenditure for the
coming year, is shown in our Budget Sheet and was formally approved at our Parish Council Meeting in December.
Should you wish to, you are able to view our budget
on our web site. www.chillertonandgatcombe.org

Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish Council.
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Quarterly Report from IW Cllr Bob Seely
Well, I am writing this on the first day of Spring – or
at least something that feels like Spring. It’s been a long
time coming.

State of the roads after the bad weather.
Working with parish councillors and residents, I
have sent a list of potholed and damaged roads to Island
Roads. To my knowledge all the damaged lanes have
been inspected and some, but not all, have been cleared
or repaired. The jet-patcher machine has returned to the
Island and is being used on our smaller roads. If there are still problems with
some roads in the next few weeks, or if residents believe that they have not
been repaired to their required standard, will they please let me know and I will
follow the matter up with Island Roads.

Budget.
The Council voted for a rise in Council Tax. As is now clear from the
Budget plans, almost all discretionary spending is going to be cut entirely or
significantly scaled back. Many council employees will sadly be made redundant and many services will be lost. All councillors, regardless of party
affiliations, had little choice but accept much of the Council’s proposals. On the
plus side, the Council has offered extra funds for road safety, and I will continue
to press for this money to be spent on projects in and around Chillerton and
Gatcombe. However, I don’t expect these projects to happen overnight.
Council decision-making seems to happen very, very slowly, which is a frustration.

Navitus Bay.
Navitus Bay, the people behind the massive off-shore wind farm, have
announced that they will reduce the size of the ‘farm’ so that it will be further
away from our coastline. Along with other residents on the Isle of Wight and in
southern England, I wrote to them last year to raise this issue.

(March 10th 2014)
Cllr Bob Seely
Isle of Wight Councillor for Central Wight
01983 721 975 / 07714 750 151
bob.seely@ymail.com
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Some Snippets from the Past
Hampshire Telegraph, Monday 12th June, 1820
Near Lymington, Hants, and Isle of Wight.
FOR SALE by AUCTION, by Mr. CHRISTIE, at the Auction Mart, Bartholomew lane, London, on Thursday, July the 13th, punctually at one, in
three Lots, by order of the Representatives of Charles Lisle, Esq. deceased:Lot 1. – A capital FREEHOLD FARM, called PENNINGTON FARM, in the
parish of Melford, half a mile from the Market and sea port town of Lymington, with neat FARM-HOUSE and Buildings, in excellent repair, and 276
Acres of rich ARABLE and MARINE PASTURE, let to Mr. Cheyney, tenantat-will, at 420l. per annum.
Lot 2. – CHILLERTON FREEHOLD FARM, near Gatcomb, in the parishes
of Carisbrook, Wootton and Shorley (sic), two miles from Shorley, and four
and a half from Newport, Isle of Wight, consisting of a FARM-HOUSE, with
Buildings, and 405 acres of capital Wheat and Turnip LAND, old Meadow
and Sheep Walk, in the occupation of Mr. Weeks, tenant-at-will, at five
hundred pounds per annum.
Lot 3. – WOOTTON FREEHOLD FARM, in the parishes of Wootton,
Arreton, and Whippingham, four miles from Ryde and Newport, Isle of
Wight, with ancient stone-built FARM-HOUSE, and 769 Acres, sloping
down to the picturesque and richly wooded Fishbourn Creek, and partly
bounded by the sea, let to Mr. List, tenant-at-will, at 580l per annum.
N.B. – Six hundred and thirty-two Acres of this Estate, in Wootton, pay only
1l modus in lieu of Tythes.
The Tenants will shew the Farms.

So now we know how Lisle Barn got its name. Charles Lisle, Esq., was a
descendant of the ancient de Insula family who were lords of the manor of
Wootton since the 13th century, which is probably the reason why a large part
of Chillerton was a detached portion of the parish of Wootton until 1882.
Citation: 'Parishes: Wootton', A History of the County of Hampshire:
Volume 5 (1912)
pp. 204-206. URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=42075 Date
accessed: 01 January 2014.
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Hampshire Telegraph, Monday 29th September, 1834
DESIRABLE PROPERTY
In the Parishes of GATCOMBE and CARISBROOK, ISLE OF WIGHT
TO be SOLD by AUCTION, by Mr. FRANCIS PITTIS, at Rill Farm, in the
Parish of Carisbrook, on Wednesday the 8th of October, 1834, at five for
six o’clock in the evening, by order of the Executors of the late Mr. Moses
Morris, deceased:Lot 1. - A small FREEHOLD PROPERTY, known as Cooper’s, situate
near Sheat Farm, in the Parish of Gatcombe, comprising a good stonebuilt FARM-HOUSE, Barn, Stable, and all requisite Buildings; and about
Five Acres of excellent ARABLE LAND, in high cultivation, now occupied
by Mr. Wm. Morris, as tenant at will.
Lot 2. – A good stone-built FREEHOLD COTTAGE, and a large Garden,
well planted, nearly adjoining the last, and in the occupation of Israel Ralf.
Lot 3. – A desirable LEASEHOLD ESTATE, called Lisles, situate near
Chillerton Farm, in the Parish of Carisbrooke, comprising about Thirty-five
Acres of very excellent ARABLE LAND, with a good stone-built FARMHOUSE, Barn, and Stabling, now occupied by Mr. George Cooper, as
tenant at will. This Lot is held on two lives, aged 48 and 58 years.
For further particulars apply to the Auctioneer, and to view the Property,
to the respective tenants.

Chillerton Water Action Group
Very delicate discussions have been continually
ongoing with Southern Water Senior Management. This has
been done by both emails and telephone conversations. The
matter has been discussed within Southern Water at CEO
level and it was agreed for the matter to be referred to
Counsel in London for a deliberation on the legal position in
respect of the original Seely Lease and subsequent changes
that have occurred during the last Century.
The nature of the enquiry is very involved and is progressing. Both
sides anticipate that the result will be available soon, having been with Counsel
since before Christmas.
Southern Water have agreed to share the result of Counsel's opinion
with the Group.
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No Cheese for a WHOLE Week!!
The other week, I went vegan for seven days.
A vegan is someone who doesn’t eat any animal produce, including
meat, fish, honey, eggs, milk, cheese, cream or any other dairy product. They
don’t wear leather, fur or other animal skins. They don’t own leather furniture or
fur rugs.
A vegan diet is really good for weight loss, lower cholesterol and a
boost of energy. It has also been proven to reverse heart disease, and reduce
the risks of cancer. It’s also great for children. Children that eat meat are more
likely to encounter obesity, heart disease, diabetes and certain cancers. A
vegan child is likely to live a longer, healthier and happier life.
To be honest, it really isn’t easy being vegan. It’s a big step. I have been
vegetarian for three years now, and that to me is easy, but that’s because it’s
my lifestyle. I don’t live any other way, and it’s just an everyday normal thing to
not eat any meat or fish. So being vegan forever would be just the same- you
would just adapt to it. But starting it is quite hard. My mum and I have a vegan
cookbook, from which we have made many delicious vegan meals. We have
made artichoke dip, avocado pesto pasta and even a chocolate cake with a
melting chocolate centre! There are so many great vegan dishes- you just have
to go out and look for them!
This is one of my favourite vegan recipes- Avocado Pesto Pasta. It is
so quick and easy to prepare, and full of flavour.

Ingredients:
1 pound of linguine
1 bunch of fresh basil
½ cup pine nuts
2 ripe pitted and peeled avocados
2 tbsp lemon juice
3 cloves of garlic
½ cup olive oil
Sea salt
Black pepper
1 cup of halved cherry tomatoes
Bring a large pot of salted water to the boil. Add the linguine and cook
according to package directions. Drain and set aside.
Meanwhile, make the pesto by combining basil, pine nuts, avocados, lemon
juice, garlic and oil in a food processor. Process until smooth and season generously with salt and pepper.
Stir the pesto into the pasta.
Sprinkle on the tomatoes and garnish with a basil leaf.
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I missed mostly cheese, and was very glad to have it back. I usually eat
Quorn products, which is a brand of vegetarian food. They all have milk in them,
so I was glad to have them back too!
I would love to be a full time vegan soon, but I would do it gradually by
cutting out milk first, then eggs and so on. I imagine it’s very difficult to get rid
of everything all at once!

Should we be Burning Wood, Gas or Coal?
Fracking has support in government and here’s a possible reason.
According to the government’s statistics, North Sea gas production is in rapid
decline, falling by nearly two thirds since 2000. In 2012 year we imported about
4 times more gas than we exported, mostly from Norway and Qatar. Of the
electricity we used in 2012, 39% started life as coal, 28% as gas, 19% as
nuclear and 11% renewables. A rise in wholesale gas prices saw energy
suppliers switching back to coal. Yet, the government wants CO2 down 80% by
2050.
What’s to do? 27% of UK CO2 emissions come from our homes. We all
need electricity and winter warmth. Fracking could be an answer, although the
film Gasland points to potential
downsides. What options do
homeowners have? Some are
switching to a 100% renewable
electricity tariff. Others are generating their own electricity and hot
water with solar panels. Some are
even using waste wood for space
heating. The most determined are
reducing their home’s space heating requirement, so insulating
themselves from future energy
price hikes.
To find out more about
these low carbon trailblazers, visit
www.superhomes.org.uk.
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St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe
Mothering Sunday
This is always an important date in the Church
Calendar Year (especially if you are a Mother!).
Plans are afoot to make this an extra
special service on

Sunday March 30th at 11am
so please note it and encourage our young people
to attend.

First Sunday

11am

Holy Communion

Second Sunday

11am

All-Age Worship

Third Sunday

6.30pm

Evensong

Fourth Sunday

11am

Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday

11am

Service format may vary

Ciao a tutti!!
With non existent Italian in my vocabulary, I believe it to
mean WELCOME EVERYBODY. To you and me this is our
next fundraising event.
Remember our French themed “ALLO ALLO” evening?
This is to be an Italian themed evening on
FRIDAY APRIL 11th at 7pm in ROOKLEY PAVILION.
The evening will follow a similar pattern to the French
evening, a wine tasting session (led by our now familiar expert,
Jim Miller) followed by a delicious two course Italian meal.
This is a most enjoyable, informative and fun evening
(I believe those who came before will bear testimony to this).
Tickets, £10pp will be available from Liz 721806, Hilary
721682 and Jill 721619. Please book your place early.
There will be a raffle and the wearing of green, white
or red whilst licking a Cornetto, optional!!!!
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St. Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
We will be ordering a supply of the Real Easter Eggs, the “original”
version on the right of the photo.
It will contain a milk chocolate Easter Egg (125g), a pack of Chunky
Buttons (25g), and a 24 page Easter story book.

The price is £3.99 per egg.
If you wish to order any eggs,
please contact Joanna and
Roger Shepherd on 721482.

Looking forward to another year of fund-raising in 2014 at
St Olave’s Church… watch out for a Pudding Club Evening, the
return of the extremely successful Tea at the Ritz or a
Strawberry Tea…or BOTH!

Bring & Buy and Table Top Sale
At St Olave’s Church

On Saturday May 17th
Between 10am and 12.30pm
Lots of nearly-new children’s toys cake stall – refreshments.
If YOU would like to have a table to sell your own
items, please ring Liz on 721086 or Hilary on 721682
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Many of you will know Janet and Roger Packer who lived in Rome Cottage from
1974 until they moved to Carisbrooke several
years ago. Of course they return to Chillerton
very regularly where they are long-standing
members and supporters of Chillerton Club,
running Bingo there twice a month, as well as
running the coconut shy each year at the village show, with the assistance
through the years of grandson, Connor.
A new generation of Packers remain in the village with Katie moving
back here with her two children – another two Packers to attend Chillerton
Primary School making three generations who will have attended.
Even though Connor has now gone off to Hull University, he still
frequents the Club when he comes back for holidays.
He will be climbing Mt Kilimanjaro in August to raise money for the
charity Childreach International, and is busy fundraising for this. Some of the
activities which have already taken place are a Charity Quiz Night, a Pamper
Evening where David (Jock) Porter (Connor’s step dad) will be having his legs
waxed, and cake sales. Sharon (mum) will be attending the Chillerton Market
selling homemade cakes and scones on the first Saturday of every month.
To come are school mufti days, school quizzes, round the Island rowing
/ cycling / running race on gym equipment, and a 48 hour computer gaming
marathon.
Please keep an eye out in the IW County Press for these activities, and
if anyone would like to donate to this wonderful charity then please do so by
going to this website, https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/cberden or by
dropping cash or cheques off to Chillerton Club.

Nothing dramatic to report as, weather permitting, Monday mornings at the village hall continue in their
pleasant way. One of our current pieces is Handel's
"Every Valley Shall be Exalted". Such a temporary geological event, though alarming, might have avoided
some flooding!
We were pleased to be asked to provide a reader
for St Olave's Carol Service though if our name in the
service sheet led people to expect the reader to be a
football player they soon changed their minds! J.L.
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I am sure you will join us in wishing regular contributor and Chillerton
stalwart, Hilton Taylor, a speedy recovery from his recent illness.
We very much look forward to more ‘Hilton Remembers’ in the
newsletter very soon.

The Chillerton Book Group
Owing to weather conditions, bank slips and attendant
matters, the Book Group has not been able to form a full
complement for discussions. We did, however, manage a
somewhat light-hearted session on "Poetry Please" in January.
February's meeting was cancelled on the morning itself
when the wind and rain were quite dramatic. Ironically within
half an hour of cancellation, both eased and the sun appeared!
Too late though to enjoy Roslin's usual hospitality!

You DID Help!!!
I would like to say a big thank you to all the
people who have very kindly saved their used postage
stamps. I have had a huge response to my appeal! All
the money raised stays on the Island to help the blind
and partially sighted island residents.
Please keep on saving them for me! I am
willing to collect them from you - no matter how many you have - even if you
have just a few, they all add up. Please phone me on 721542 if you would like
me to do this. Thank you, once again.

Thank You!!
In January, David Hayden and I emptied a slightly waterlogged
collecting tin and were delighted that all of his hard work, turning his house
and garden into an amazing display of Christmas lights, had raised £55 for
Parkinsons UK (Isle of Wight Branch).
Thank you to everybody who very kindly made generous donations.
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Gatcombe House Through The Years
Years ago the lives lead by our ancestors were determined by the
aristocracy, the landed gentry. Over hundreds of years, by fair means or foul,
they had become owners of large areas of land and property. Typical of this
type of person in the rural districts was whoever was the local Squire at the
time, the man who lived at the “big house” the Lord of the local manor. He
invariably owned farms and cottages and became a local magistrate or a
member of the local council. He often stood for parliament and as such he
became the possessor of great knowledge, knowing where roads were to be
built and businesses developed. In the villages of Chillerton and Gatcombe
such a man was whoever resided at the time at Gatcombe House or owned the
Gatcombe Estate.
We know that Alexander Campbell was living at Gatcombe House as
early as 1807 because there was an announcement in the old newspapers that
he had been newly appointed the Commissioner of Excise. This would not
have made him very popular with the villagers for many relied on the benefits
of smuggling to improve their lives. A story is told that Tom Coster who lived
at Lake Farm, near Whitecroft, would upon hearing of a wreck at the back of
the Island go out in the middle of the night with a pony and trap and return in
the early hours with a few kegs of brandy. These it is rumoured were, for safe
keeping, secreted in the cellars of Gatcombe House, right under the nose of the
local customs and excise man. This was the same Mr Campbell who stood for
parliament in 1832 against Sir Richard Simeon and failed miserably being
defeated by 712 votes to 112.
Gatcombe House Estate appears through the years to have had many
tenants and owners. In 1836 when it was purchased by Lord Ashburton it
included farm houses, homesteads and the water flour mill. Just who lived
there at any particular time is uncertain but we know from the census returns
that each ten years the tenant had changed. In 1851 it was home to retired
Navy Commander Hugh Bernier and his family. He had nine servants, and two
governesses to look after his six children. At the time of the 1861 census it
appears to have been empty apart from gardener John Hillier and his family,
possibly placed there to keep an
eye on the property. By 1871 it
was a home again, this time to
retired solicitor Mr Arthur Estcourt.
He was at the time aged eighty
two and had living with him four
nieces, two lodgers and a governess plus six servants that included
a kitchen maid, a parlour maid,
two housemaids, a cook and a
groom.
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When in 1872 William Harvey sold the Gatcombe Estate to Charles
Seely for £90,000 the latter took up residency for a brief time. As owner of the
estate he had numerous farms that included all those in the Chillerton and
Gatcombe area and stretched as far as Idlecombe and Freshwater. This was
the man who determined how the lives of the villagers were lived. Either he or
one of his tenant farmers supplied the employment they needed and in the
majority of cases the cottages they lived in.
The great fear of all working class families years ago was of falling ill or
getting too old to work, for then they would be turned out of their tied cottages,
with only the Workhouse at Parkhurst to await them. History tells us that in
general the Seely family were great benefactors to the villagers and indeed the
Island in general. Each Christmas any Seely tenant would get ten pounds of
beef, some fruit to make a Christmas cake and a ton of coal, as a result of the
Seely family owning coal mines in the Nottingham district. The family also had
houses built to replace the old cottages that had stood for many years.
By 1881 Walter Langton was living at Gatcombe House with his family,
largely maintaining the same staffing levels of his predecessors. He became a
partner with William Baron Mew, Joseph Mew and Charles Templeman Mew in
the local brewery firm of Mew-Langton’s by virtue of the fact that in 1873 he
injected £20,000 into the company.
The 1901 census began to answer some questions that had been a
mystery to me for many years. Harold Gerrett, that stalwart veteran villager
who lived over ninety years in the district, who was born in 1901 told me how
when he was born a “Countess Pappenheim,” who was at the time living at
Gatcombe House gave his mother a high chair to celebrate his birth. The
census records that living at the big house that year was twenty nine year old
Mary Pappenheim, with her ten year old daughter and two housemaids, a cook,
a parlour maid, a governess and a schoolroom maid. There was no mention of
the lady being a Countess but we learn that her daughter, her governess and
her cook were all born in Germany, the “Countess,” being born in Philadelphia,
U.S.A.
A little further research unveils the fact that at the turn of the century it
was common practice in the United States for the daughters of wealthy Americans to “buy a husband and a title,” and Mary Wheeler of Philadelphia was said
to have taken to the marriage to Count Pappenheim a considerable sum of
money. It is only conjecture that this marriage may not have lasted but we
know for a fact the lady was living in the district around 1904 as the following
report tells us.
“1904. Countess Pappeheim and her daughter entertained the children
of Chillerton and Gatcombe at a Christmas party held at Gatcombe House.”
The Seely’s never sold Gatcombe House until 1926 following the death
of Sir Charles when the entire estate was put up for sale. This was when many
of the tenants were given first refusal on whether to purchase their houses an
option taken up by my grandparents at Garn Lane.
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Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe
News from as little as £15 for one year (four
issues). For more information please ring
Steve Holloway on 721654 or email
Steve@median-accountancy.co.uk

Let us care for your pets.
Going away? A shopping trip? No-one to look after your pets?
From your goldfish to your horse, we offer a professional, friendly service
caring for ALL your pets, in their homes, as if they were our own.
(Fully Insured and CRB checked)
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Doctors.
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27 Pyle St., Newport
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport
Chemists.
Boots
124-126 High St.,
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,

Newport.
Newport.
Newport.

Tel. 522150
Tel. 840625
Tel. 523525
Tel. 522198

Tel. 522595
Tel. 522346
Tel. 522638

St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Rev. Marcus Bagg.
56, Castle Rd., Newport PO30 1DP

Tel. 718908

Hospital.
St Mary’s. Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

Tel. 524081

Police. (Non Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany
PCSO Justin Keefe

Tel. 0845 045 45 45 Ext. 663 135/125
Mobile 07901 102393
Mobile 07901 102302

Neighbourhood Watch.
Jill Webster
Tel. 721483
Doug Barber
Tel. 721128

or jinimoda@btinternet.com
or doug.barber@zen.co.uk

School.
Chillerton & Rookley Primary. Main Rd., Chillerton.
Tel. 721207
admin.chillerton@lineone.net or www.chillertonpri.iow.gov.uk
Library.
Lord Louis Library. Orchard St., Newport.
Bus Information.

Tel. 527655
www.islandbuses.info

Mobile Library.
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & near Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe. Every three weeks.
Dates and details. Tel. 203880 or e-mail libraries@iow.gov.uk
Refuse Collection
Most of Gatcombe, and Brook LaneMost of ChillertonBrook Lane, Cridmore, Roslin, Rill-

Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
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Parish Clerk
Maxine Yule.

01983 201115

Chairman
John Kingston

01983 721082

maxyule@gmail.com
40, Seaview Rd.,
Cowes PO31 7UY.
j.kingston46@btinternet.com

Vice Chair
Gillian Belben

01983 721519

sheat3@btinternet.com

Steve Rowntree

01983 721567

steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

Phil Slater

01983 721282

philslater@metronet.co.uk

David Floyd

01983 721374

david.floyd39@live.com

Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
And follow us on Twitter

@ChillertonPC

Parish Council meetings are held at
Chillerton & Rookley Primary School,
and start at 7 pm unless otherwise stated.
April 7

Preceded by Annual
Parish Meeting at 6.30pm

May 7

Preceded by Annual
Meeting at 6.30pm

June 2
July 7
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DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe
News is produced by a team of
volunteers.
All articles and advertisements
are taken in good faith.
We cannot take responsibility for
any legal queries resulting
from these.
Submitted articles do not necessarily reflect our views.
We reserve the right not to print
submitted articles.

Greater love hath
no man than this,
that a man
lay down his life
for his friends.

