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In our final newsletter of the year, we catch up
with life at Upper Rill Farm and learn a little more about
the sometimes unusual likes and dislikes of one of our
residents, in ‘Focus On’!
There is an update on the Julie C, a different
take on the TV series Who Do You Think You Are,
another peek into Harriet Robinson’s Diary, and of course all the usual regulars, so draw the curtains, and sit down with a cup of tea and enjoy the read!
The results of the speeding/traffic survey are also included and make
interesting reading, and those all important changes to recycling and refuse
collections over the festive period can be found on page 31.
Amidst the festivities, partying, opening presents and enjoying the
lovely food and drink, perhaps we can also take a few moments to remember
those for who this time is not so happy.
And if you are going to any of the festive services at St Olave’s, there
are FoodBank boxes there and the contents are regularly taken to the depot for
distribution to those in need. If you could spare just one item, that could be
enough to make a difference to someone.
And on that note….we’d like to wish you all a peaceful Christmas and
New Year. See you all in 2014!
(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton.
PO30 3EP. Tel. 721483 or email jillwebster@mail.com)
Deadline for items for the SPRING newsletter is February 14th 2014.

Seasonal Greetings from your Parish Council
The Christmas festivities will soon be here. The members of Chillerton
and Gatcombe Parish Council sincerely thank you all for your support and help
during the past year, and wish to pass on to you their seasonal greetings and
best wishes for the coming year.
With the forecast of possible severe wintry weather now upon us, we
would ask that your help and support be directed particularly towards your
elderly and infirm neighbours.
Please keep an eye open for any obvious signs that
they may be in need of your help and support. If the problem is
too large for you to cope with please pass the relevant information on to any of your Parish Councillors for appropriate action.
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Remembrance Day Service
A service of Remembrance took place at St
Olave’s Church on November 10th. The service began
at 10.55am so that the Two Minute Silence could be
marked at 11.00am. Before that, the names of those
from the parish who had lost their lives in the two World
Wars were read out.
Gatcombe, Chillerton and Rookley are unusual
in that the villages do not have War Memorials. The
names of the fallen are recorded on a beautifully produced, framed parchment kept in the Sanctuary.
The congregation was right across the age range and it was good to
welcome Colonel Webber, complete with his medals. One of the youngest
people present was very interested to hear about these from him.
The collection taken at the service, a total of £112.30, was given to the
Royal British Legion. Coffee was served after the service.

Visiting Dame Vera Lynn
On Remembrance Day this year I, along with a small group of cadets,
travelled up to a small town just outside Brighton to meet Dame Vera Lynn and
attend a service in her village.
This involved getting up very early on Monday morning so we were able
to be in Brighton shortly before 10.30, so that we could attend the short service.
Following the service we returned to
the home of Dame Vera Lynn, where we had
lunch and she told us all her stories about her
time performing to the soldiers in Burma as part
of the ENSA.
Even though she is 96 it seems that she
can remember it as if it were yesterday, as she
spoke fondly of her time there.
She showed us plenty of old photos
and the medals she had gained. As well as this
she also signed photos and we all had several
photos taken with Dame Vera Lynn.
It was amazing to have had the opportunity to meet someone as iconic as Vera Lynn
and I won’t be forgetting it any time soon.
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Christmas Celebrations in Chillerton!
Go along to the Chillerton Club on December 16th from 8pm onwards
for an evening of carol singing and seasonal refreshments.
The Grand Christmas Draw will also be made.
Everybody is very welcome!

Carol singers from St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe will be in full voice
on Thursday December 19th.
They will meet at 6pm at the bottom of Brook Lane before making
their way through the village, finishing at Lisle Barn,
singing merrily as they go!
Ellie, the pony will be pulling her decorated trap, with a very special
guest dressed in red, with a big beard on board!! Guess who?
HO HO HO!!
Watch (and listen!!) out for them and go and sing a verse or
two with them, at your garden gate!!
There will be a collection for charity.

David Hayden’s dazzling display of Christmas lights once again
lights the night skies above Chillerton!
This year all money raised will be donated to the
IW branch of Parkinsons UK
There is a collecting box so please if you can, give generously!!
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45 pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 8 pm.

HAPPY CIRCLE

2nd & 4th Mondays. Chillerton Club. 2.30pm.

2 pm.

SCHOOL
December 20
January 6
February 14
February 24
ST. OLAVE’S
December 19
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 25
PARISH COUNCIL
January 6
February 3
March 3
QUIZ
To be arranged.
HORT. SOC.
January 3
February 7
March 7
CCA
January 17

Chillerton Club at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
Business Meeting.
Cacti- a talk by Steven Wood.
Knot Gardens - a talk by Harriet Robinson.
Chillerton Village Hall
Bangers and Mash evening.

VILLAGE MARKET

Chillerton Village Hall. 10 am - noon.

January 4

End of term.
New term starts.
Half term starts.
New term starts.
Carol singing in Chillerton from 6pm.
Carol Service at 6.30pm.
Crib service at 4.30pm.
Early Midnight Communion at 10pm.
Christmas Communion at 11am.
Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.

Chillerton School unless otherwise stated.

February 1

Market and Café.
Market and Café.

March 1

Market and Café.

CHILLERTON CLUB
December 16

Carols, Christmas Draw and refreshments. 8pm.
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
Our September quiz saw
team Moresome (Paul and Julie
Huchings, and John and Adrienne
Horne) returning from a spell in the
wilderness to winning ways.
Despite an early challenge
from The Slappers and the Tossers who matched them round for
round until the half-time break,
(when Paul’s hair-dryer team-talk
clearly did the trick!) and although The S and Ts briefly took the lead early in
the second half, Moresome shrugged them aside and forged ahead, finishing
with a magnificent full house in the photo round, to claim the trophy once more!
Marcus Bagg was our question master for the evening which was just
as well as the PA system was down! He assured me he was quite used to
public speaking though without such aids….and he was right!
There were festive hats, bow
-ties, party poppers, chocolates…..
oh…and quite a few people too at the
Christmas Quiz at the end of November!
The first half was very evenly
matched with all teams scoring well and
it wasn’t until the final round of the
evening, about Christmas, that eventual
winners The All Stars (Phil and Lesley
Mold, and Hilary Cole) pulled out all the
stops to score an impressive nine out of ten and followed it up with a very
strong photo round, to secure top spot and take the trophy home to Chale!
The Flight of the Conchords were in second place, followed very closely
(half a point!) by defending champions, Moresome, and The 4 Cs (who had
such a strong showing without Nathan that you have to wonder if he will get
back into the team!)
Steve Holloway was the very relaxed question master (must monitor
the intake of red wine in future!) causing a mild panic attack in the adjudicator’s
corner as he threw the order of the rounds open to the floor!
In response to, “So do you want English before or after the break?”
mutterings and mumblings of “…oh…let’s get it over with…..” sealed the deal!
Finally…..can I say a HUGE thank you to everybody who comes along
and supports the quiz and the people who restore the hall to order in doublequick time …..see you all in 2014….probably January…would be nice to give
those kilts another airing!
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……Steve Holloway returns to Upper Rill.
In 2010/11 I did a series of articles on the life and work of Stephen and
Jane Burden at Upper Rill Farm whose fields border much of our village. Now
they have kindly agreed to share their coffee, biscuits and news once more.
We start off with the shared disbelief that nearly three years have
passed since we last sat here in the kitchen. Looking back at my notes I see
that generally things were positive back then with lamb prices better than they
had been for a long while, and multiple births optimised from decades of
experience.
I am delighted that the news remains positive on both fronts in 2013.
The farm remains strong with 700 ewes although the make-up has changed
with the rather cute but unpopular (with Stephen at least) Dorsets having been
pretty much replaced with New Zealand Romney sheep.
The hardy Romneys, you might
recall, are the ones that are able to lamb
themselves out in the field which reduces the time and expense of pulling them
in to the overcrowded barn come spring.
The downside is a reduced birth-rate
(less than 1.5 lambs per ewe compared
with nearly 2 for the main Suffolk/Mule
cross flock).
The disappearance of the Dorsets from Upper Rill makes additional
barn-space all the more important as they were giving birth before Christmas
for the Easter market but now all lambing falls in one frantic 2-3 week period.
Stephen points out the new barn extension built for this very reason. Typically
it was purchased second-hand and arrived without instruction as one big
Meccano set of sheet steel and girders. A brief Internet trawl, however, found
a template for a similar roof and Stephen was able to build his barn … it only
collapsed once as well!
The weather in 2013 has also been kind to farmers - well at least in this
half of the country anyway. Having got off to a difficult start with a very wet
winter in 2012 when it was almost impossible to get crops sown, it has all turned
out rather well in the end. For once we had a ‘normal’ summer with sustained
dry weather.
Not only did this mean that the staple crops of wheat, barley and of
course grass grew well but the harvest was a much more relaxed affair too.
Although starting late at the end of August the settled weather meant that extra
staff weren’t needed to beat rapidly approaching rain clouds and Stephen could
finish up at 10pm rather than midnight!
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I finished by asking Stephen about the latest of the biological scourges
to hit the farming community: the Schmallenberg virus. Spread by the common
gnat the virus affects ewes bitten while pregnant and can result in severely
deformed offspring. Some farmers have suffered losses of up to 30% but
fortunately Stephen has been more fortunate losing only one lamb last year out
of the 1100 or so born healthy. The virus is particularly prevalent in warm
weather so farmers like Stephen have responded by breeding later (his rams
have just finished their annual marathon!) and touch wood this year will be
uneventful too.
So there we are; the ‘industry’ that surrounds us, but I suspect we rarely
even notice, carries on as it has done for generations. Disasters, natural or
otherwise, come and go and somehow it survives. I can’t quite make out
whether a farmer is a born optimist or natural pessimist or perhaps even
something akin to a professional gambler but one thing is for sure … we’d be a
bit stuffed without them!

PLEASE save the stamps from your
Christmas card envelopes and give them
to Lorna Hills who collects them
to raise money for
The Isle Of Wight Society for the Blind.
When you’ve collected a few please ring
Lorna on 721542.
THANK YOU!

The article in the last newsletter by Gillian Belben, reminded me of
when I camped at Gatcombe with Nodehill Middle School. (Close to home at
Rookley but still an adventure then!!)
Three of the children were taken by a teacher to see the Bee Orchid
and I was one of them. It was explained to us that they were very rare and so
they couldn't take everyone in case it got damaged, so we couldn't tell the
others what we had seen.
I felt really honoured to be chosen and thought the Bee Orchid was
beautiful. Each time I have seen them as an adult, I am reminded of that special
day.

9

Focus On……..
Our ‘victim’ this time is somebody who many of you will know from
the Saturday markets, and her belly-dancing!
What are your connections with the Parish?
I live in Brook Lane with my family and other animals! I helped set up the village
market and ran the refreshments at the flower show. I also listen to kids read
at the school.
Best and worst things about living here?
Best- The way the community come together for all the events put on in the
village (scarecrow festival, quizzes, May Day, Flower Show, markets).
Worst- The lack of pavements. We have kids and dogs, and have nearly been
hit a few times, particularly when crossing to go up to the park.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? I don’t think I am specialized! Most of my knowledge is unconnected. I can go on about bellydance, does that count?
What’s your favourite holiday destination? When the kids were babies we
used to hire a cottage in the New Forest and walk and eat. It was great! Now
that they are older we hire a caravan in Selsey and are on the go the entire
time. That’s great too.
Do you have an unusual hobby /ability? This is where the ‘going on’ comes
in. I’ll try to keep it brief. I Bellydance. I live and breathe Bellydance. Middle
Eastern Dance, to give it its proper title. It’s a fascinating subject because it is
evolving all the time. There are many different styles originating all over the
Middle East and North Africa. I have MS and I’m convinced the dancing helps
to keep it in remission.
Worst holiday?

I’ve not had a bad one!

If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
I think I would have to play myself, I’m not sure any serious actor would believe
the half of it!
What’s your favourite food?
Except fish.

Anything my husband cooks, he’s amazing.

Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not? Yes. If you read the news, the marauders, pillagers and
looters are already here, and that seems to be the main point of contention.
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Favourite book?

Wuthering Heights.

Favourite film? A Room with a View.
Favourite piece of music/musician? That would depend on my mood. I
have fairly eclectic tastes. I love things like Fall Out Boy, Falling in Reverse,
Disturbed, but I also like Elvis, Johnny Cash. My kids introduce me to quite a
range of stuff. There’s also all the Arabic music. A couple of years ago I went
to see Meatloaf in concert. He was amazing.
Which newspaper do you read? I’ll read anything put in front of me.
What is “Must-See” TV for you? Strictly and The Great British Bake Off.
When was the last time you rode a bike?
pretty....

When I was seven, and it wasn’t

Who would be your perfect/fantasy dinner guest? I would have loved to
have met Dick Francis. And as my daughter has just pointed out, Charles
Dickens would have been fascinating or Terry Pratchett. So, authors, basically.
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Dancing? Strictly (particularly if paired with Artem....)
If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? A ring-tailed
lemur. My husband and I once entertained ourselves by copying the way they
move. They kind of bounce sideways from one leg to the other. (He will be
thrilled that I’ve put that in!)
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you?
would probably panic.

I think I

What is your most embarrassing moment? Hmmm, which one to choose?
When I was about 19 I started a new job as a trainee chef. I was the only girl
and they didn’t seem to know how to deal with me… so they ignored me. After
a few days I was going a little stir crazy. I spotted a whole salmon in the walk-in
fridge, so I patted it on the head and said, “Hello fishy fishy fishy”. When I turned
around the entire kitchen staff were stood in the larder behind me, staring at me
with a mixture of pity and horror. Still, they started talking to me after that!
Would you consider cosmetic surgery?

No.

What car would you LIKE to drive??!! Any! I lost my licence a few years
ago after my MS progressed and I really miss driving.
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Have you ever lied about your age?
into night clubs!

Not since I was 15 and trying to get

Which luxury item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert
island?
My iPod.
Do you play a musical instrument? No. When I was in a musical production
as a child I had the triangle. Without a string.
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase?
Always chocolate.

Chocolate.

Have you ever been skinny-dipping? No. I’ve done a few crazy things but
that isn’t among them!
Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions?

Many!

How would you like to be remembered?

Very much!

Gatcombe resident, Ann Taylor (and Lily
the dog!) had a very lucky escape when
October’s St Jude’s storm brought a
mighty nearby tree down, in the middle
of the night.
Nobody was harmed and fortunately there
was little damage to Ann’s home but as
usual, the villagers turned out in force with
a selection of saws and in no time at all,
‘normal service had been resumed’…and
there was one BIG pile of firewood!
Ann warmly thanks everybody who rallied
round!!
(Thanks to Steve Burden for the
photograph.)
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Parish Rarities
Number 2
Knapweed Broomrape
This extremely rare plant lives on a chalky
footpath verge near the southern boundary of the parish. It is so rare on the Island that there have been no
other recordings of it.
Very noble and imposing, plants in the Broomrape family are mostly tall with stout yellowish stems
and branching flowers. The generic name is
Orobanche, which translates as ‘vetch strangler’ and
provides a clue to its character. Broomrapes are parasitic, taking their common name and sustenance from
their most common victim. They have no need of chlorophyll, which produces
the natural green colour of most plants, and it therefore has no need of leaves
in order to photosynthesise energy, so their leaves are reduced to small brown
scales on the side of the stem.
Published guides to wildflowers usually focus on Greater Broomrape
which lives on broom. More rare are those living on gorse, vetch, thyme,
bedstraw, ivy, yarrow, and, in this case, Knapweed. Its tuber-like roots are
attached to the roots of the host plant, so our Chillerton plant grows up to 18
inches high amongst the tall purple flowers and foliage of knapweed.
In a good year up to two dozen flower heads of this perennial plant have been
counted in a small area. In a bad year none at all appear, or just one or two.
The area is somewhat vulnerable due to verge trimming and agricultural work on field margins, and in the past both Council Rights of Way staff and
other users of the path have inadvertently cut down the flower heads before
they could flower. They produce large numbers of extremely tiny seeds
because a parasite must distribute its seed as widely as possible to increase
the chances of finding a vulnerable host plant.
If you know of other ‘parish rarities’, let me know and they’ll be featured
in later issues.

***** Running update!! *****
Following the report in the Autumn Newsletter detailing Sharon
Tosdevin’s triumphant first marathon … we are pleased to
report that she has now completed another!
On a hot October afternoon she ran the Bournemouth marathon
and not only finished successfully but also managed to trim
five or six minutes off her previous time.
I am sure you will all join us in
congratulating Sharon … an inspiration to us all!
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Further Travels of the Ship ‘Julie C’…..
…..another in a series of occasional updates.
As the godmother and godfather** of a 20 million dollar ocean-going
cargo ship it’s good to keep an eye on how things are going.
Whilst the world of shipping is struggling slightly with the long downturn
in world trade, it is pleasing to see that this particular ship is still profitable and
always busy.
The Julie C was recently in Tilbury, having loaded with 12,000 tons of grain in Canada
and sailed across the North Atlantic to discharge
on the Thames estuary. So with Tilbury docks a
mere stone’s throw from the bright lights of the
Bluewater shopping centre, off we went to visit
with English biscuits, chutney and gin in hand as
presents for the captain and crew.
Captain Jakub gave us a great tour of
the whole ship, some flowers and chocolate and
a rather enormous lunch.
Having departed Tilbury via Gijon in Spain to collect windmill blades
and then Gibraltar for fuel, the vessel will sail through the Panama Canal to a
port in Chile to deliver the cargo. She will then load sugar, travel back through
the Panama Canal to discharge in Venezuela. All of which will take about six
weeks.
(**there is actually no such thing as a ship’s godfather, but I like the sound of
being one. There really is such a person as the ship’s godmother though)

The Chillerton Book Group
An average attendance of eleven members indicates how this five year old group is flourishing. The
variety of books offered by individual members provides
much stimulating thought and discussion - there is never
an "awkward silence" but plenty of conversation and fun.
The last book chosen for this year was Rudyard
Kipling's "Kim" and this picaresque novel enthralled with
its descriptions of different areas of India and its people, the intrigue of political
espionage and, above all, the spiritual journey to the mountainous North on a
quest for Enlightenment.
A successful year ends with December's popular "Poetry Please" session.
Once again, thanks to Bill and Lyn at Roslin for the warmth of their
hospitality.
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch
Dogs
As a nation we love them all, - the big ones, the
small ones and all those in between, but like us, they too
come with a list of rules and regulations.
I could bore you all with the relevant acts and
bylaws, but instead I shall attempt to put the rules into
plain English.
1. When walking your dog it should be on a lead if
you’re on a road or a footpath next to a road.
2. Your dog should have a collar with your contact details on it.
3. When your dog defecates while out and about, unless it’s private
land you MUST clear it up and dispose of it in a waste bin or take it home. If
you do walk on private land make sure you have permission, and it would be
good for all concerned to take your dog mess home.
4. When walking along public footpaths through private land you have
to be in proper control of your dog. If your dog worries livestock the farmer has
the right to shoot it, in certain circumstances.
There are lots of “ifs and buts”; however the rules above are just some
of the different bits of legislation broken down into simple-to-understand
words.
If you are a dog owner, ensure you stick to these rules so that we can
all enjoy the countryside and the towns and villages in which we live.
Finally, Police have been informed that a black and white Border Collie with a
ragged red collar has been seen roaming around the village, particularly in the
early mornings. Could any one with any knowledge of the owners please
contact Tim Campany on 07901102393 or the dog warden on 01983 821000.
If you are quick enough and have a mobile phone, you could try to get a photo
of it, for identification.
Many thanks Your SNT officers, PC Tim Campany
and PCSO Justin Keefe hold beat surgeries on the first Monday of the month
at Scats Countrystores between 10am
and 11am and also on the second
Wednesday of the month at the Co-op in
Rookley between 4pm and 5pm.

15

Quarterly Report from IW Cllr Bob Seely
Speeding
I accompanied Parish Councillor Gillian Belben and our Parish Clark
Maxine Yule to meet Marc Griffin from IoW Council to raise issues related to the
recent Chillerton road traffic survey. Gillian Belben has more details in the insert.
Ferries
I have had several complaints from residents in the past few months
about Wightlink, ranging from foot passengers not being allowed on busy
summer ferries, to the loss of services, especially in early morning and late at
night.
At the last meeting of the Full Council we debated the issue. Councillors voted to ask Wightlink and other ferry firms to explain their plans to the
Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee in January.
One of the things that concerns me about this debate is that there is too
little information about the ferry companies in the public domain, and so I
include the below in case it will help residents understand the background to
the ferries’ issue.
Privatisation of the services worked initially when the companies put on
more services, including night ferries. Fuel was also cheaper than it is now.
However at the end of the 1990s debt levels were built up. As of now, both
Wightlink and Red Funnel both have significant amounts of debt. This means
that every time we use the ferry our money goes towards servicing this debt.
As long as this debt remains we will not have cheap ferry services.
As a result the companies will be under pressure to reduce overheads.
This covers everything from staff ratios - which then affects how many foot
passengers ferries can accommodate - to how many unprofitable services very late and early crossings - are run. For both, the problem may get worse
as fuel prices show no sign of dropping whilst ageing ferries on two out of three
routes will have to be replaced sooner or later.
An additional problem is that when the services were privatised there
was no public service obligation put on the companies, which with hindsight
was clearly a mistake. If either Red Funnel or Wightlink go bust in future years,
there is nothing in law to guarantee that the ports on the mainland will be
retained; Lymington, for example, could be sold for
housing development and there would be nothing we
could do about it, unless Central Government stepped
in, and at the moment there is no indication that they
would.
One way round this is to increase the number
of tourists coming here, which allows the ferry companies to make more money, and enables us to press
them to keep unprofitable services going.
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Both the major ferry firms are working with Visit Isle of Wight to increase visitor
numbers.
Visit Isle of Wight is a success, but there is a long way to go: the rainy
Lake District, for example, receives 22 million visitors a year compared to the
two million who visit our sunnier Island. In fairness to them, both are trying to
improve their customer service, although clearly with mixed results judging by
the reactions from some residents.
For me, the question to be put to the companies is how are they going
to increase investment in services and operate ferries at affordable prices
whilst they have their debt. We also need to encourage the ferry firms to meet
their public obligations to us.
An attempt to press Central Government for an Office of Fair Trading
investigation seems to have been put on hold. The reason given is the
potential cost of such an inquiry, although whether this is the only reason I am
unclear.
So we need to press the companies, but we - especially councillors also need to understand what got us into this bad situation in the first place so
that we ask the right questions and can have some hope in encouraging the
ferry companies to do the right thing.
I know that this doesn’t give anyone a simple answer, but I hope that
the facts can at least help people understand the situation.
Isle of Wight Councillor for Central Wight
01983 721 975 / 07714 750 151 bob.seely@ymail.com

Suitable for wall hanging (unframed). Bevelled edge and still has
screw covers. 90cm x 45cm.

Excellent heavy quality in black iron and unused.
H57cm x W47cm.

Holds eight candles. Rarely (if ever) used.

W40cm x D25cm x H 20cm.

Free standing and holds 8 bottles.

Some bits of surface rust (easily sorted).
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Browsing through my old diaries I found another series of entries I thought
you might find fun. I shall call it The Knicker-Nicker!!!!
Note to self –Oh no, not again, more Tales of The Underwear. Whenever will
you grow up and have more poise and elegance. Knicker-nicker indeed.
Weight - This was forty years ago so younger and slimmer and with much
more sexy underwear. Note to self – watch it!!
Drinking - Not bad at all in those days.
Smoking - Sad to say, the odd one.
Stress - Not a lot but escalating with the incidents I am about to relate.
We lived and worked both on the Island
and in London for years and these events took
place in Putney. My husband ran his surgery
from a small white cottage there – yes it was
unusual for Putney and yes it was pretty – roses
in the garden and wisteria round the door. Note
to self – GET ON WITH IT! Sorry, only setting
the scene!!
One night, we heard the window in the
kitchen breaking. My husband being brave (and
half Irish) grabbed the shillelagh (knobbly Irish
stick for beating burglars over the head with)
came as far as half way down the stairs, brandished the shillelagh and shouted ‘**** off’’.
Result – off the burglar ran!!! Police interested
but no leads to go on.
A few weeks later we came back to London to find the kitchen window
broken again but nothing taken. This time a Dixon of Dock Green look-alike
arrived. ‘Evening all!!!’ It turned out a number of places with medical brass
plates had been broken into and a small boy pushed through the window to
look for drugs. Rather a thick burglar who didn’t know what an osteopath was,
but Fagin’s cousin maybe? This time, culprits caught. Hurrah for the Putney
police.
Not long after this, we got home to find the front door kicked into the
hall. The locks were still holding in the jamb but there was a huge hole in the
middle of door!!! Police arrived and I’m afraid we all got nervous giggles as, this
time, they thought they should be looking for a man with a bolt through his
neck!! Scary business!!!
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Finally, yet again the kitchen window was broken with a brick. Poor old
window. Again no evidence of anything taken till I got up the next morning.
UNDERWEAR DRAWER EMPTY!!!!! Oh no, no clean knickers to wear. Make
up gone too, and a smart black evening top, a riding whip and a string carrier
bag!! The mind boggles!!!
The poor policeman, licking his pencil and blushing bright red, said
‘What did you say was missing, Madam? Four bras, six pairs of knickers, a
green eye-shadow, a riding whip? Doesn’t sound like the same man who
kicked in your front door this time? Ha Ha Ha’ Note to self – don’t get upset at
The Laughing Policeman, he’s only doing his job and needs a bit of light relief.
The next week we had security grilles fitted to the back windows, and
never had another burglar in the thirty years until we left Putney, and the police
never did catch the knicker-nicker, though I did keep an eye on peoples’
washing lines to see if I recognised my ‘smalls’!!

Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
Popular raconteur of the local history he
has so expertly researched, Mr Derek Sprake delighted members at their November meeting when
he spoke of Chale-born, Seager Wheeler.
Seager Wheeler left Ventnor School at the
age of 11; emigrated to the Canadian Prairies and
eventually, by painstaking experimentation, developed the Marquis strain of wheat that would withstand the extremes of the Canadian prairie
climate.
He won universal acclaim and was awarded an MBE. He was given an honorary L.L.D by a
Canadian university and won the title of "The
Wheat King of the World" five times.
Having been interested in horticulture since boyhood, he also developed hardy strains of fruit trees so that there were orchards on the prairie
where no trees had ever before existed.
Mr Sprake created a memorable portrait of Seager Wheeler - an
ex-Islander of dedication, "hands on" application and vision.
Future Society meetings (all at Chillerton Club at 7.30pm)
January 3rd - Business Meeting - all volunteers to help with the
Show are welcome!
February 7th -Talk on Cacti, by Steven Wood.
March 7th - Talk on Knot Gardens, by Harriet Robinson.
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If they ever decided to extend the popular BBC genealogy show
beyond the celebrity and in to the canine world then our dog Anya would surely
make great viewing. Born in Wales, 2000, to unknown parents, shipped by
RSPCA van to Hampshire in 2001 and adopted by us shortly afterwards. She
is now an old lady but in her day she has climbed many mountains, been
rescued from swollen rivers, kept pace with deer and hare and even indulged
in illicit poultry genocide! All this for a dog diagnosed with chronic hip dysplasia
aged three, and given a meagre three or four years before permanent pain
killers would be keeping her alive.
The problem with Anya for prospective documentary makers is that she
is a mongrel. She has no Kennel Club history to look up and until recently we
could only guess at her breeding. We had always settled on ‘lurcher’ as a
generic term for a dog that was so lightening quick that a rabbit at full speed
was something that could be teased and tickled before tripped and .. well you
know! It was, however, always abundantly clear that she was a good part
German Shepherd crossed with something smaller and quicker. The charitable
enthusiasts out there suggested the more exclusive Belgian cousin of the
Shepherd family tree but at the end of the day, we assumed we would never
know for sure.
That was until one evening when watching the curly haired spokeswomen of all things four legged, Kate Humble, have a DNA test performed on
her gorgeous but very mongrel pooch. As if by magic she was presented with
a breakdown of the origins of her beloved pet; one part cocker, one part collie
etc. etc. If it was good enough for Kate’s best friend then we wanted the same
for Anya!
Thinking there was some sort of scientific odyssey in store I was
somewhat disappointed to find that a quick Internet trip to Amazon, a relatively
painless debit of £60 and the test was on its way to us. My disappointment was
stemmed when the test turned up as it was very much ‘Silent Witness’ as I had
to take two cheek swabs from an unenthusiastic and grumpy dog with instructions to send them 3,000 miles to a
laboratory in the USA. Then we had to sit
back and wait three weeks for the boffins
to do their white-coated worst.
Fast forward and the email pops
in to my inbox. I gather the family around
…except Anya who is more intent on
making sure she gets her 20 hours of
quality sleep each day … I briefly consider she might be crossed with a sloth?
But no, the family tree doesn’t lie.
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One side is solidly German Shepherd back to great grand parents. The
maternal side, however, reflects a rather unnatural union between a Sheltie
and a German Shepherd (a strategically placed box possibly being involved?!).
The product of this presumably brief encounter being Anya’s other parent.
So there we have it; three parts German Shepherd and one part
Shetland Sheepdog. This accounts for her size and the slight red hue to her jet
black fur when caught in sunlight … oh and the slightly pointy nose … oh and
the desire to herd everything in to a controllable huddle!!
She may be in her 14th year but we do feel we know her a little better
now.

A draft budget had been circulated and at the December
parish council meeting, the parish councillors were
unanimous in agreeing that the precept should remain
at the same level as 2013/14 and agreed that the
precept for 2014/15 would be set at £7530.

The Play Area
I would ask all residents visiting the Play Area over the next few months
particularly, to take care whilst children are using the play equipment installed.
During one of my weekly inspections of the Play Area, as part of my
duties as Councillor, I found that the safety mats had become very slippery
since my previous inspection. This was due to the change in the weather and
the presence of trees and shrubs around the perimeter which had caused a
build up of leaf mould, and algae had developed rapidly over the surface of the
mould.
A safe algicide was purchased and the mats treated on the first dry day.
All the mats were then scrubbed clean over two consecutive days and most
responded well to the treatment.
However, the mat surrounding the red tractor remained slippery, most
likely due to its location underneath a tree. Several further visits to treat and
scrub the mats have led to a considerable improvement and the mat now has
a thin layer of sand spread over the surface to provide grip and to reduce
further formation of algae and mould. This is being
brushed clean every week and the sand replaced
whilst this weather persists and the situation monitored.
An advisory notice regarding the propensity for
the mats to again become slippery has been attached to the access gate.
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St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe

There was no need to go on Eurostar or
go through the Channel Tunnel or even go to
Winchester for a Continental Christmas Craft
Market.
You could have just come along to St
Olave’s Church on the 16th of November to enjoy
the bustle and happy hum of a market atmosphere.
The church was transformed, with colourful stalls selling homemade cakes, jams and
pickles, hand-stitched bags and aprons, jewellery, books, cards and all manner
of crafts.
The usual refreshments of tea, coffee and homemade cake were on
offer to sustain the exhausted shopper ….and the stallholders too!!!
As always, the fund raising ladies led by the churchwardens Liz Taylor
and Hilary Jones, had done a fantastic job – can I call them St Olave’s angels?
(No probably not as everyone knows that an angel at this time of year is a blond
five year old with tinsel in her hair and wings lovingly made by Granny).
A fantastic Christmas shopping time was had by all and it was a joy to
see the church buzzing with activity, and very gratifying after everyone’s hard
work to raise over £500.

Fund-raising events to watch out for next year include an
Easter Egg Hunt, a Pudding Evening, another Tea at The Ritz
OR Strawberry Tea (or BOTH!)....and much more!

We are always on the ‘lookout’ for people who may be interested in
going on a rota to help with the weekly cleaning of the Church (attendance at
Church is not a prerequisite!).
We are proud of the fact that many visitors remark in the book about
how well kept and obviously loved the Church is.
Duties are not overly onerous - it involves sweeping, dusting, hoovering and brass cleaning.
Being in the Church at one with God or a friend is
very peaceful and uplifting. If you would like to help
please contact Liz (721086) or Hilary (721682).
Thank you.
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St. Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES:
The shops are filling up with Christmas ‘goodies’ and the frenetic
shopping will soon begin, if it hasn’t already!
Amidst the bustling and jollity of the festive season take time to calm
your nerves and reflect at one (or all) of our Christmas Services by
singing time honoured Carols and listening to the Christmas story.
December 22nd at 6.30pm.
A traditional Carol Service with mince pies and beverage to follow. (Come
early and bring your torches, Gatcombe Lane can be long and dark!!)
December 24th at 4.30pm.
A Crib Service. This is essentially a delightful short service for children with
the blessing of the crib, but all are most welcome.
Children may, if they wish, dress up in Nativity costumes which will
be provided. (Of course, we may run out). Again, some light
refreshment will be on offer afterwards.
December 24th at 10pm.
A Holy Communion Service to herald and celebrate the Birth of Christ.
December 25th at 11am.
A shorter Holy Communion Service mindful of families wanting to
get home for their Christmas dinner!
December 29th at 11am.
A Non-Eucharistic Service: A quiet interlude before New Year
merrymaking begins.

Everybody is most welcome so please come along.
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“Watt’s” Up, Doc??!!
Energy price hikes are back with a
vengeance. But are we any more in tune with
our electricity use? Here’s a quick quiz to find
out. Simply take each power in Watts from the
graphic and match it with the right appliance
here:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

Microwave
Nintendo DS
PC with monitor
Kettle
iPod
Big old Plasma TV
Laptop

The answers might surprise you, especially if you take a poor view of
headphones and gaming. The electrical energy we consume at home is arrived
at by multiplying the power rating of the appliances we use in kilowatts by the
length of time we use them in hours.
These figures are fairly typical for the listed appliances. Are yours the
same? Adapted from an open day activity created by Zoë Williams of
www.superhomes.org.uk/138

Answers: a) 900W b) 4W c) 160W d) 2500W e) 3W f) 400W g) 45W
Who could have imagined that Monday mornings could be so pleasant!
A variety of music, including some quite challenging pieces, continues
to delight us and the only thing that prevented our customary meeting at the
Village Hall was October's ferocious storm which made driving from places like
Freshwater, Shanklin and Brighstone out of the question .
The loyalty of group members, many of whom have commitments to
other musical groups and, of course, family commitments, shows how much
enjoyment musical Monday mornings bring.
Monday, November 11th was memorable as we
opened the doors of the village hall where we play, at 11
am to hear the Carisbrooke cannon being fired to mark the
Two Minute Silence. Appropriate music followed when we
returned indoors!
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The Rev Marcus Bagg came to school recently to conduct a mock
wedding and christening with Class 2 children which they all enjoyed.
Some children from Class 3 have been working on a science challenge
at Medina College, and some of our pupils will be taking part in the Global Rock
Challenge next year and are already busy rehearsing.

Chillerton Early Learners and Pre-School
Recently twenty three children from Class 1 and fourteen children from
pre-school did a sponsored walk to raise awareness about E.coli poisoning- a
subject close to our hearts as last year, two children in the pre-school were
affected by this and kidney problems.
Despite the damp and chilly weather the walk was a huge success and
thoroughly enjoyed by children and adults. We were received at Gatcombe
Church by Rev Marcus who spoke to the children about the building and
religious events, which was fantastic!
We raised an amazing £704 … thank you to everybody who took part
and sponsored us.

Parents and pupils entered into the
Halloween spirit carving pumpkins and
decorating cupcakes.
Nigel Gore’s pumpkin won the adult
class, while Maisie-Rae Brodie won the
pre-school – Year 2 class, and Madison
Judd won the Year 3 – 6 competition.
The cupcakes were judged on
looks and taste and the judges agreed that
the standard was very high, right across the
board and that a lot of hard-work and imagination had gone into decorating the cakes.
Lizzi Burden won the adult class, Bonnie Wooderson-Turner won the
pre-school to Year 2 class and Ruby-Mae Clayton won the competition for
Years 3 - 6. Congratulations to everybody!
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I know lots about Chillerton having lived here all my life. People found
the various levels of Chillerton above sea-level interesting and are always
interested in the water here. But one question I still do not know the answer to
- and nobody has come up with any suggestions - is where does the fresh
spring water originate from that is found in springs all over the Island.
I know of springs in Appuldurcombe and The Hermitage that supply
farms and run out of the ground at about 350 to 400 feet above sea level. They
start high up and wind their way down towards the Solent, The Hermitage,
Chale, the Medina, Wroxall and Whitwell – through Arreton and Alverstone to
the River Yar at Brading and the Freshwater area of the River Yar at Yarmouth.
Numerous waterworks and pumping stations pump from underground
streams to reservoirs all over the Island and as I was involved in land drainage
for thirty years, working as I did for Albert Henton, and the Ministry of Agriculture I have a wide knowledge of where springs are found and the amount of
underground water on the Island.
Chillerton waterworks pumps continually to Tolt and Ramsdown reservoirs and supplies water to Shorwell, Billingham, Atherfield, Chillerton and all
the way to Shanklin. I have not known a failure in my lifetime and it has been
going since 1910.
In Chillerton the underground spring extends from Springvale Cottages
all the way up to Kervil and the green, hence the sheepwash. Kervil sits on
springs which I piped away and when the foundations were dug for the houses
on Lansdown Gardens in the field at Sheepwash Cottage, the builder hit so
much water underground that he gave up and went bust. It laid idle for some
years eventually being built though.
If they ever build in Chapel field they will need a boat as it did belong to
the Water Authority and they never used it.
All the springs in Chillerton are on the south side of the road except at
the waterworks and the Brook Lane area. There are no springs above the
green until you get to Billingham. If you dig a hole
on the south side of the road it will fill with waterif you dig a hole on the other side of the road it will
stay dry.
Any water where high cliffs are found
(Ventnor to Shanklin and Ventnor to Freshwater)
when running over high cliffs cause erosion and a
‘Chine’ results as in some areas at Atherfield and
Shanklin.
So…where DOES it come from? Something
my schoolmaster never told me! If you have any
ideas, please contact me through the newsletter.
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Another Bell-Ringers Outing - to Oxfordshire, this time!
On Saturday October 5th, at 6.15am
in the dark depths of the morning, the minibus
picked up the Allsorts Party in Shanklin.
We had a lovely journey up to Burford, a pretty Cotswold town, as the sun was
coming out and had a ‘comfort break’ at a
very new, very high tech ‘convenience’…
where I almost got stuck but luckily help was
at hand and they let me out!
We had a lovely ‘ring’ on the eight
bells at St John, the Baptist Church before
moving on to South Leigh, another Cotswold
village. We had to climb stairs in to this bell
tower and had another good ‘ring’ there.
By then it was lunchtime so after driving round in Witney for some time,
looking for somewhere to park, and finally finding somewhere, we piled into a
well known ‘eatery’ (Weatherspoons) hungry and ready to eat, only to be met
by blank stares as they had no record of our booking!
We didn’t have the time to wait for a table to become available, so had
to make do with sandwiches from Boots which we ate on a lovely green, facing
St Mary the Virgin, the church we were due to ring at next. Up more stairs in
there to ring the eight bells, and then we travelled on to a little village called
Cumnor where the church has eight bells downstairs and also a beautifully
carved wooden spiral staircase leading to the bells, two of which were cast at
Whitechapel Foundry, which we visited last year. We had a good ring there
before moving on to our final destination, St Helen’s, Abingdon where they had
ten bells and a lot of steps to climb!
All of these bells had been cast in Whitechapel in 2005. By this time it
was 5.30pm and had been a long day and we were all ready for home.
The weather had been beautiful all day and we were warmly welcomed
everywhere (except Weatherspoons!!) and arrived home tired but happy!

Thanks to Steve Holloway and Roger Shepherd,
and, as always, to our team of deliverers - Paul,
Steve, Felicity, Simon & Georgina, Gillian,
Carolyn, Lorna and Harriet for all their help
and hard work.

29

The Village Hall continues to be a popular venue for parties, meetings,
sport and music practice. There are in addition, the
regular Saturday markets held throughout the summer.
We are extremely grateful to all those who
mow the grass and keep the outside neat and tidy, as
well as those who clean and maintain the interior. We
have recently cleaned all the lights and replaced failed
bulbs in the ceiling which was a very tricky operation
given the height of the ceiling.
The questionnaire, requesting the views of
people in the village on the use of the Hall is being
distributed online. There will also be hard copies available at future events in the Hall. Please consider
responding to this fact-finding mission. This should
help us plan appropriately for the future, as well as
help with our approaches for grants in support of the Hall’s upkeep.
The recent Christmas Fair was highly successful, with many children
coming with their families to wrap their chosen gifts. Most of them also left with
armfuls of soft toys from the tombola. Books and Christmas decorations were
on offer for the adults, as well as the wonderful cake and coffee refreshments
as always.
Many thanks to all those who helped
on the day and also to the Co-op and Sainsbury’s for their generous donations to the
raffle.
Approximately £350 was raised during the afternoon which will be used to maintain the Hall into the future.
Our next social event is the Bangers
and Mash Supper on Friday 17th January.
Once again the Brighstone Barnacles will be providing the entertainment.
Tickets are available from Carolyn Hoyle (Tel. 721732) Cost £5.

Charlie, the collie/lurcher cross is still missing two months after he
disappeared during his walk on Stenbury Down.
He has recently been spotted in Bagwitch Lane in Rookley. If you see him
please contact his owner on 863921.
Charlie is medium-sized, black with a white flash on his chest and his ears
and very big and very pointy.
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Refuse Collections
Waste normally collected on:-

Will instead be collected on:-

Monday December 23

Saturday December 21

Tuesday December 24

Monday December 23

Wednesday December 25

Tuesday December 24

Thursday December 26

Friday December 27

Friday December 27

Saturday December 28

Monday December 30

NO CHANGE

Tuesday December 31

NO CHANGE

Wednesday January 1

Thursday January 2

Thursday January 2

Friday January 3

Friday January 3

Saturday January 4

Waste collections will resume as normal from Monday, January 6.
Christmas cards can be recycled along with normal recycling waste
collected from homes.
Christmas trees can be placed with garden waste at Lynnbottom,
Forest Road and Afton recycling centres.
Throughout the festive period, the civic amenity site at Lynnbottom will
be open as usual from 7am to 7pm, apart from Christmas Day
when it is closed all day.
Forest Road household waste recycling centre will be open every Sunday
in December, from 9.30am to 4.30pm, but will be closed every Saturday.
Afton household waste recycling centre will be open every Saturday
and Sunday from 9.30am to 4.30pm.
Both sites are closed on weekdays as normal.
More information on waste collections can be found by logging on to
www.iwight.com/waste
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Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe
News from as little as £15 for one year (four
issues). For more information please ring
Steve Holloway on 721654 or email
Steve@median-accountancy.co.uk

Let us care for your pets.
Going away? A shopping trip? No-one to look after your pets?
From your goldfish to your horse, we offer a professional, friendly service
caring for ALL your pets, in their homes, as if they were our own.
(Fully Insured and CRB checked)
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Doctors.
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27 Pyle St., Newport
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport
Chemists.
Boots
124-126 High St.,
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,

Newport.
Newport.
Newport.

Tel. 522150
Tel. 840625
Tel. 523525
Tel. 522198

Tel. 522595
Tel. 522346
Tel. 522638

St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe.
Rev. Marcus Bagg.
56, Castle Rd., Newport PO30 1DP

Tel. 718908

Hospital.
St Mary’s. Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

Tel. 524081

Police. (Non Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany
PCSO Justin Keefe

Tel. 0845 045 45 45 Ext. 663 135/125
Mobile 07901 102393
Mobile 07901 102302

Neighbourhood Watch.
Jill Webster
Tel. 721483
Doug Barber
Tel. 721128

or jinimoda@btinternet.com
or doug.barber@zen.co.uk

School.
Chillerton & Rookley Primary. Main Rd., Chillerton.
Tel. 721207
admin.chillerton@lineone.net or www.chillertonpri.iow.gov.uk
Library.
Lord Louis Library. Orchard St., Newport.
Bus Information.

Tel. 527655
www.islandbuses.info

Mobile Library.
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & near Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe. Every three weeks.
Dates and details. Tel. 203880 or e-mail libraries@iow.gov.uk
Refuse Collection
Most of Gatcombe, and Brook LaneMost of ChillertonBrook Lane, Cridmore, Roslin, Rill-

Fridays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
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Parish Clerk Maxine Yule.
01983 201115 maxyule@gmail.com
40, Seaview Rd., Cowes PO31 7UY.
John Kingston (Chair)

01983 721082 j.kingston46@btinternet.com

Gillian Belben (Vice chair)

01983 721519 sheat3@btinternet.com

Steve Rowntree

01983 721567 steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

Phil Slater

01983 721282 philslater@metronet.co.uk

David Floyd

01983 721374 david.floyd39@live.com
Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
And follow us on Twitter
@ChillertonPC

Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley
Primary School, and start at 7 pm unless otherwise stated.
January 6
February 3
March 3
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DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News
is produced by a team of
volunteers.
All articles and advertisements
are taken in good faith.
We cannot take responsibility for any
legal queries resulting
from these. Submitted articles
do not necessarily reflect our views.
We reserve the right not to print
submitted articles.

