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1. Introduction 

 
Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council decided in August 2015 to consult the Parish 

residents with a view to preparing a local Plan to set the direction of travel for the PC 
and determine where resources should be focussed in order to maintain and sustain 
the local community, its heritage and its ecology. 

 
A small sub committee was formed to set about the task comprising Councillor Sue 

Barber, Councillor Phil Slater and Councillor Gillian Belben. The Parish Council were 
agreed that the plan should seek to identify the things that mattered most to those 

living in the Parish and identify what actions could be taken to achieve progress. 
 
The Plan was to take stock of where we are now, the context the Parish Council 

operates in, and where we want to be by 2020 in terms of growth and development 
of local amenities, care of Parishioners’ and care of the environment, our heritage 

and ecology. The importance of reflecting the views of the community was stressed 
and for this reason a survey would be conducted to try and capture these effectively. 
 

Where necessary, the Isle of Wight Council and other relevant agencies were to be 
consulted or their advice sought. 

 
The primary purpose of this plan is to provide a clear statement of what the Parish 
Council hopes to achieve and when. As such, it will be an important working 

document for the Council and will be used routinely to measure our performance. 
The Plan, once agreed, will be brought to the attention of residents via a bulletin and 

made available on the Parish Council website. 
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2.  Our Parish 
 

2.1. Location 

This rural Parish lies in the centre of the Isle of Wight 3.5 miles southwest of 
Newport in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It contains around two hundred 
dwellings ranging from Gatcombe House to the development of brand new, 

sympathetically designed houses in traditional stone, picturesque thatched cottages 
and converted barns as well as some social housing, and more modern designs.  

Chillerton is a ribbon development with most houses adjacent to the road which runs 

from Carisbrooke to Chale with farms and other houses in the back lanes of 
Loverstone, Roslin and Berry, all within a steep sided valley bordered by chalk 
downland.  

Gatcombe is also set in a valley branching off the same road around one mile north 

of Chillerton. Both valleys feature a stream which runs into the River Medina. 

2.2. History 

The two villages of Chillerton & Gatcombe are both recorded in the Doomsday Book 
and seem to have been connected for a very long time, making joint use of their 
various amenities. There is a  13th century Church at Gatcombe. The school at 

Chillerton was built in 1865.  

The villages have won Best Kept Village in the past, have hosted a Horticultural 
Show since 1948 and a successful Scarecrow Festival since 2010. 

2.3. Context 
 

2.3.1. Geographical 

The parish is bordered to the north by Carisbrooke and Newport, the 
administrative and commercial centre of the Island, and to the South by 
Chale and the Island’s southern coastline. Although the road running 

through the parish is one of the main routes from Newport to the south, 
public transport links are limited. The location of the two villages within 

valleys surrounded by down land has presented a ‘natural’ constraint on 
development. 
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2.3.2. Policy 

The Isle of Wight Council is operating in an era of financial austerity 

with reduction in real terms of funding for services. Part of the response 

to this has been to seek to delegate some areas of responsibility to 

Parish Councils (e.g. Environmental) and it is likely that this trend will 

continue. Unless commensurate funds are also delegated, the only other 

option for the Parish Council is to increase the precept. 

 

2.3.3. Planning 
The IWC has published the Island Plan which sets out in some detail the 
proposed future development of the Island. Partly because of the 

geographical constraints of the area and perhaps the lack of 
infrastructure within the parish, there are no plans identified for 

significant development within the parish, either private or social 
housing or commercial. There has been a significant expansion of 
housing (in excess of 100 units) immediately to the north of the parish 

in Sandy Lane and there are plans for further development in the 
neighbouring parishes of Rookley and Arreton (89 dwellings) which may 

impact on Chillerton and Gatcombe, including the school, in the future. 
 

2.4. Facilities and Activities 

The Parish enjoys the following facilities and activities: 

 St. Olave’s Church, Gatcombe, which hosts numerous social events as well 
as religious services. 

 The IOW Foxhounds Kennels are also located in the village of Gatcombe. 
 Chillerton Primary School, Reading Room/Social Club, Children’s Play Area, 

village green and village hall 

 Post boxes in both villages. 
 An allotment for use by residents of both villages is located in Chillerton 

(the allotment is on School land and currently managed by a local resident) 
 Within the parish there are approximately 25 miles of footpaths, bridleways 

and greenways, offering peaceful and tranquil walks and some spectacular 

views. 
 There is a regular village quiz, the Horticultural Society and a book club 

meets monthly, and there is a monthly village market and coffee morning 
on the first Saturday of each month as well as the Pop Inn and regular 

open nights and gatherings at the Reading Rooms and Club, a toddlers 
group is run at the village hall during term time and a music group meets 
each week at the village hall. The Club runs snooker and billiards teams. 

http://www.chillertonandgatcombe.org/index.php/community/local-walks/
http://www.chillertonandgatcombe.org/index.php/galleries/
http://www.chillertonandgatcombe.org/index.php/galleries/
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 Monthly Parish Council Meetings are held which are open to the public with 

time set aside for an open questions and answers session. 
 A quarterly newsletter keeps everyone up to date with activities and 

events. 

2.5. Population Profile 
 
The Office of National Statistics publishes data at Parish level arising from the 

national census undertaken every ten years. The data relating to Chillerton & 
Gatcombe has been examined and an extract from the 2011 census is detailed at 

Appendix 1.  
A comparison is made with the previous survey in 2001 and also where relevant with 
the data for the Island as a whole.  

 
The following points are of interest in considering plans for the parish: 

 
 Whilst the overall population has remained relatively static at 422, there have 

been significant increases in the 16-24 and 65+ age groups and a decrease in 

the 25-54 group. 
 Levels of car ownership and usage are high and use of public transport whilst 

low is an essential means of transport for our aging population 
 There has been a reduction of people who work from home and an increase in 

the numbers of people employed part time. 

 Home ownership levels are higher than the island as a whole and private 
rented accommodation lower. 

 Employment levels, healthiness and deprivation factors have a similar profile 
to the Island as whole. 
 

2.6. Employment within the Parish 
 

There were 195 people employed in 2011 (an increase compared to 2001), of 
which 124 were full time and 71 part time; with a shift towards part time 
working compared to the 2001 census. We do not have any specific data 

relating to employment taking place within the Parish (although 19 people 
were identified as working at home) but  other than agriculture, there are 

some known employers located in the Parish  including: 
 

 Chillerton & Rookley Primary School 
 Isle of Wight Foxhounds 
 Sheat Business Park 
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Another significant activity within the Parish is the level of care provision at 
home being undertaken by unpaid carers. A total of 58 people were identified 
as being regularly engaged in care provision with 14 people committing 50 

hours or more a week as carers. 
 

2.7. Parish Council Governance and Service Delivery 
 
The Isle of Wight Council has responsibility for the overall governance and 

provision of local authority services on the Isle of Wight. There are 32 Parish 
Councils on the Island, with elected councillors. There has been a trend for more 

responsibilities to be devolved from the IOW Council to Parish Councils in recent 
years. There is currently consideration and consultation on the possibility of a new 
‘Super-Council’ with an elected mayor which would span Southampton, Porstmouth 

and the IOW. 
 

The Parish Council is responsible for a number of work streams including: 
 Governance 
 Transport & Traffic 

 Environmental Issues & Ground Works 
 Parish Communication 

 
The Parish Council has an expenditure budget of £13,070 for 2016/2017 to enable its 

work in these areas, funded primarily from the Parish Precept, which is collected by 
the Isle of Wight Council as part of council tax. The 2016/17 budget is shown at 
Appendix 2 

 
Further details of the activities of the Parish Council are set out below: 

 
 Parish Council Governance 

 

Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish Council is made up of five volunteer councillors, 
including the Chairman, who are elected every four years by the electorate of the 

Parish. The posts are voluntary and therefore unpaid. The parish councillors are 
supported by a part time paid member of staff who is chosen and employed by the 
Parish Council. The post is officially known as 'The Clerk,' who is trained and qualified 

with professional qualifications, and is the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
 

Each year the five councillors elect from within their ranks a chairman and vice 
chairman, and at each meeting the chair is held by either the chairman or the vice 
chairman. All decisions are required to be made fairly and democratically, the 

meetings are therefore always held with a minimum of at least three councillors 
present. Parish Council meetings are held monthly, mostly at the school in Chillerton, 

and are usually held on the first Monday of every month, starting at 7pm.  
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All interested parishioners are welcome, especially if they wish to take part in the 
question and answer session for which a period of 15 minutes is set aside at each 
meeting.  A typical agenda might cover reports from our local County Councillor, the 

police, planning applications, parish improvement initiatives, donations and asset 
management as well as our financial position. Agendas are displayed in advance of 

each meeting on the notice boards at the School, the village hall and the church. Our 
website carries all agendas, minutes and related documents. 
 

The clerk is responsible, along with the elected members, for ensuring compliance 
with the council’s statutory responsibilities, including: 

 Submission of an Annual Governance Statement and Accountancy Statement 
 Preparing an Annual Return to the Audit Commission 
 Managing the fixed Asset Register 

 Compliance with Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
 Safety and compliance checks 

 
Each councillor must complete a personal register of interests, keep it up to date, 
and abide by the Council’s Code of Conduct.  

 
The Parish Council is invited to support or object to all planning applications within 

the parish boundary, taking into account planning regulations, national and local 
guidance and local plans. 
 

 Transport & Traffic 
 

The Parish Council works closely with Island Roads and is involved in a Pilot Scheme 
which sets out identified works required within the local area, based on issues raised 

by residents. There is a system for prioritising works and progress is monitored. Full 
details of scheme status is provided on the parish council website. The Parish Council 

also works with the IWC on those schemes that fall outside of the PFI Contract - 
Network Improvement Integrity Register schemes; but the funding available for 
these falls significantly below the required level and progress is currently very slow. 

 
Although a very small number of residents were identified in the 2011 census as 

using buses to travel to work, actual bus usage is much higher as for a significant 
number, buses offer the only means of transport for shopping, healthcare and social 
activity outside the parish. Given the high and growing percentage of elderly 

residents, this is an area of concern as for many, driving a car may cease to be an 
available means of transport and the number of car-less households (17 in 2011) 

may grow in future years. The impact of the Gatcombe Manor development in Sandy 
Lane on bus services has yet to be assessed, but it may put pressure on the existing 
level of service. Through its efforts and funding support, the Parish Council has 

secured additional Southern Vectis buses and a Sunday service as well as limited 
Christmas services and a change of route better suited to the needs of local bus 
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users. This has involved liaising with other Parish Councils to share the costs of 

maintaining a suitable service and with Southern Vectis to ensure on-going dialogue 
and service provision. 
 

Traffic congestion and speeding vehicles continue to be a big area of concern at 
Parish Council meetings especially in the vicinity of the school at start and finish 

times. The lack of pavements adjacent to the school result in potential risks to 
children and other road users. Much work has been done to highlight the many 
issues to the IWC and the Police, and traffic surveys and petitions evidencing speed 

issues have also been conducted. Dialogue with the school is ongoing and regular 
reminders are sent to parents regarding correct parking and safety of drop off and 

collection, with respect to the children, and other road users and residents. 
 

 Environmental Issues, Environmental Improvement and Ground 
Works 

 

The Parish Council pays a fee to the IW Council for this service to ensure relevant 
checks are made within the Parish on such things as the play area, dog fouling, 

littering and fly tipping. A named officer is allocated by the IW Council to provide this 
service and 6 monthly reports are received by the Parish Council from the officer 

detailing activities that have been undertaken within this service agreement. One of 
the Parish Councillors also conducts weekly and monthly monitoring checks of the 
Play area to ensure it is maintained to a safe standard. 

 
A verge cutting plan is being developed for the local area in liaison with IWC and 

local landowners, who are responsible for keeping the verges, hedgerows and trees 
on their land borders, in good order to ensure public safety, whilst preserving a 
natural habitat for wildlife and conserving plant life and ancient hedgerows. During 

the year 2015 – 16 the Parish Council also engaged in a project to renovate a 
hedgerow between Brook Lane and St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe. Labour costs were 

covered by a grant from the AONB, the professional hedge layer being supported by 
volunteer labour from local residents. The replacement plants were purchased by the 
Parish Council. This hedgerow is now subject to a 5 year maintenance programme by 

the Parish Council. A successful application to another national project by the Parish 
Council resulted in twenty young trees being received, which have been planted by 

volunteers around the parish. 

Work has been undertaken in conjunction with Southern Vectis to identify 

overhanging trees preventing the use of a double deck buses through the area. Local 
landowners were approached to rectify their own areas of responsibility and where 

there was a lack of co-operation action notices have been issued, resulting in 
positive action to address this issue. As a result the double deck bus service is being 
reinstated. 
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Contraventions of planning conditions concerning planting at the Southern Water 
treatment plant are being pursued by the Parish Council to ensure the plant is 
camouflaged from view in accordance with the planning permission granted for the 

scheme. 
 

The Parish Council has been pleased to work with the local branch of the Ramblers 
Association installing gates instead of stiles on footpaths and with added donations 
from local residents an open walkway has been made possible on the downs above 

the village of Chillerton enabling access for those who could not negotiate the old 
stiles. A celebratory walk was recently held on Isle of Wight Day, 24th September 

2016 to open this new walkway. 
 
Forgotten Paths is another initiative that the Parish Council is keen to support, 

ensuring these old footpaths are re-opened and made accessible to the public once 
again. Work is at an early stage to reopen a path at the top of Garn Lane, which was 

once a busy thoroughfare to the ancient chalk pit. 
 
There is a plan in place for maintaining the village green, including coppicing of trees 

on the green and protecting other trees with preservation orders as well as bulb 
planting and maintaining our environment in an aesthetically pleasing manner. 

 
Litter and dog waste are managed through the provision of suitable waste 

receptacles and encouraging residents to participate in voluntary litter collection 
exercises. 
 

 Parish Communication 
 

The Parish Council is constantly striving to improve its links and communication with 
those living in the parish. We are very fortunate to have support from a committed 

individual who publishes an informative Newsletter funded through quiz nights and 
the Parish Council, and an emailed bulletin called ‘Your Parish Matters’.  
 

A 2015 Parish Directory has been prepared by the Parish Council which details the 
amenities and activities within Chillerton and Gatcombe. This has been provided to 

every household and will be edited and distributed again in 2017. 
 
The Parish Council is in the process of setting up an email communication system to 

keep parishioners informed of Parish Council Meetings and other relevant matters for 
those who wish to receive this. Anyone can opt to join the Parish Council 

communications list by contacting the clerk on 01983 639449 or by emailing her at: 
maxyule@gmail.com 
 

 
 

mailto:maxyule@gmail.com


                                                

CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
3 YEAR PLAN 2017 - 2020 

10 
 

 

Door to door surveys and campaigns have been conducted in recent years by 
councillors. As well as attending Parish Council Meetings, councillors often attend the 
regular Saturday Village Market and can be approached on matters of interest there.  

 
One such approach resulted in paving slabs being laid to enable easier access to the 

post box at the south end of the village. 
 

3. Residents’ Survey 2016  

As previously stated, the Parish Council identified at the outset when deciding to 

draw up a plan that establishing the issues that mattered most to residents of the 
Parish was the single most important component of the planning process. The 2016 
survey provides an update to the 2008 survey and highlights the key issues that are 

important to people currently living in the Parish. Prior to this, the most recent 
Census demographic survey undertaken in 2011 shows the villages are made up of 

approximately 200 residences, housing some 400+ people. A survey was previously 
conducted by the Parish Council in 2008 to find out the views of people living in the 

Parish at that time. The result of the latest survey reflects similar themes and issues.  

The survey forms were issued and collected by hand to each household and where 

requested, support was given on completing the survey. A copy of the survey 
invitation and form is given at Appendix 3.  

The results of the survey are summarised in the following tables and charts. A total 
of 64 survey forms (35%) were completed.  

A factor that needs to be noted is that the profile of respondents was skewed by age, 
with higher percentages of older people returning the questionnaire. 

The zones referred to in the charts are as follows: 

Zone 1  Brook Lane and main road to Cox’s Corner& Gatcombe                                                                      
Zone 2 Main road from Brook Lane to April Cottage, Tolt and Kennet Cottages 

Zone 3         Main road from April Cottage to Lisle Barn, Lansdown Gardens, Hollow 
Lane & Greeenlands  

Zone 4         Main Road from Lisle Barn, Chillerton Farm, Barns and Cottages, Berry 

Lane, Roslin & Loverstone Lane 
 

Broad conclusions drawn from the survey are: 

 The peaceful and beautiful environment, and the community itself are the 

most valued features 
 Road safety and traffic/transport related issues are the strongest dislikes, 

followed by the absence of a shop and pub. 
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 Retention of the peaceful rural environment and dealing with the concerns 
around road safety and traffic and transport are seen as the most important 

objectives, followed by provision of a shop and pub. 
 Additional housing is seen as a low priority objective within the parish 

 Existing events such as the flower show, the scarecrow festival and the 
monthly market are seen as important features that are valued by the 
community. 

Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council Survey April 2016 Summary 
 

1. Response 

 

Returns   
Zone 1 
 

 
Zone 2 
 

Zone 3  
  

Zone 4 
 

Total Survey 
  

ONS 
Comparator 

No of 
households   31   10   10   12   64 % of ONS 181   

      %   %   %   %   35.4 %   % 

SECTION 1: 
ABOUT YOU                             

Age Range 0 - 15 5 8.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 
 

4.2 65 15.4 

  16 - 24 7 11.3 2 10.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 
 

7.5 35 8.3 

  25 - 34 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 6.3 0 0.0 1 
 

0.8 22 5.2 

  35 - 54 16 25.8 5 26.3 4 25.0 1 4.8 27 
 

22.5 119 28.2 

  55 - 64 9 14.5 3 15.8 4 25.0 3 14.3 20 
 

16.7 70 16.6 

  65 - 74 17 27.4 7 36.8 3 18.8 11 52.4 38 
 

31.7 73 17.3 

  75+ 8 12.9 2 10.5 4 25.0 6 28.6 20 
 

16.7 38 9.0 

                      
 

      

  Total 62 100 19 100 16 100 21 100 120 28.4 100 422 100 
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Graph comparing age distribution with ONS Data for parish.  

Note survey is skewed by a more elderly profile of respondents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Your Likes – Top 10  
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2. Your dislikes – Top 10 
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3.  High Ranked Objectives 

 

 

 

4. Medium Ranked Objectives  
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5. Low Ranked objectives 

 

6. Other Objectives 
   

Zone 1 
 

 
Zone 2 
  

   
Zone 3 
 

 
Zone 4 
 

 
Total 
  

Bus diversion to Gatcombe   2        

 

 2 

Improved broadband   2        

 

 2 

Make village green at Church   2        

 

 2 

Speed control   1        2  3 

Strategic Plan for Parish   1        

 

 1 

Continued environmental improvements   1        

 

 1 

Better parking at School   1  1     

 

 2 

Drainage / improve flood defences         1  1  2 

Dog waste bin at back of barns / people bag it 
but leave it on footpath     

 
  

 
  

 
1 

 
1 

The club should be a pub            1  1 

Retention / upkeep of footpaths            

 

 1 

No Housing Development      1     

 

 1 

Prohibit bonfires      1     

 

 1 

Improve path to play area - make pushchair 
friendly     

 
1 

 
  

 

 

 
1 

Reopen farm lane all the way to Chillerton Down         1  1  1 
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7. Current Events Considered Important – Top 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8.    Suggested Events & Facilities – Top 10
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4. Summary 

This section seeks to draw together the strands which have been presented in the 
forgoing consideration of the parish, the views of its residents, and the experience of 

dealing with issues which have arisen in recent years. 

Encouragingly, there appears to be a strong correlation between the issues the Parish 
Council is empowered to deal with or influence and has been concentrating its efforts 
on, and those that matter most to residents. 

The following broad themes have been identified as underpinning the detailed plans for 

the next three years: 

 Caring for our residents 

 
The Parish Council will ensure that every decision it makes takes into account, 

first and foremost, the views and needs of our residents, to the best of its 
ability given available resource. This will continue to include initiatives that 
directly enhance the social life of the community. 

 
 Conserving the Environment and Local Heritage 

 
The Parish Council will ensure it does all it can to further the conservation and 
enhancement of the AONB it is situated within. This will include ensuring any 

development is consistent with the current mix of existing properties in terms 
of sympathetic design and use of materials and have the minimum carbon 

impact, as well as protecting buildings of historical and social significance. The 
Parish Council will continue to fund and support schemes which maintain and 
enhance the natural beauty and biodiversity of the local area. 

 
 Road and Pedestrian Safety 

 
The Parish Council will exploit all possible opportunities for improving road 
safety and traffic management in the parish. This will require working in 

partnership with a range of agencies and bodies, including the school. For 
example a ‘20s Plenty’ campaign will be planned with the school for a 2017 

launch. Also, wherever new development is proposed fronting onto a road, the 
provision of pedestrian walkways must be secured as an integral condition of 
any approval granted.  
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 Proactive Consideration of wider plans 
 
The Parish Council will carefully monitor changes and plans which could affect 

the parish, from the creation of a Super-Council to planning developments in 
neighbouring parishes, and pro-actively seek to lobby or influence where this is 

seen as necessary to further the interests of the parish. 
 
 Value for Money 

 
The Parish Council will seek to secure and demonstrate value for money in all 

areas of expenditure it undertakes on behalf of its residents. This will include 
ensuring that non-financial benefits identified as providing the rationale for any 
expenditure are secured as planned. The Parish Council will regularly review 

this plan and monitor delivery against plans as an integral part of its 
governance 

 
 
5.      Action Plans  

  

5.1. Introduction 
 

This section sets out the most important part of this document: the plans the 

Parish Council has drawn up to shape its actions over the next three years. 
Whilst the plan for the next financial year is given in some detail, subsequent 

years are in outline and will be developed year on year.  
 

Clearly, any plan which extends over a period of time will be subject to review, 

and will no doubt need changes to deal with changing circumstances, some of 
which will be unforeseen. The intention is that Councillors will use this 

document as a working tool on a regular basis to measure progress against the 
plan. This will provide a check that the Parish Council is not only keeping to the 
agenda it has set itself, but is also achieving the outcomes it has identified as 

being of importance to the Parish and its residents. 
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ACTION PLANS 

2017-18 

KEY ISSUE KEY OBJECTIVES ACTION COST RESPONSIBILITY 

Community 

buildings & 

Facilities 

To support the various local 

groups in maintaining and 

sustaining these facilities in good 

order for the enjoyment of future 

generations  

Parish Councillors will endeavour to 

attend fund raising events and to 

support local groups in their efforts. 

The Parish Council will respond positively 

to requests for assistance in maintaining 

community buildings in good order and 

delivering activities 

Financial requests 

for assistance will be 

discussed as they 

occur 

Parish Council 

 To consider the feasibility and 

viability of operating a 

Community Shop / Café within 

the Village Hall. 

Exploratory discussions will be held with 

possible partner organisations led by a 

Parish Councillor. 

Cost of hiring Village 

Hall one afternoon 

per week £5.Time 

cost of Volunteers 

that will be needed 

to run the enterprise 

should it go ahead. 

Parish Council  
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Community 

Health & Well 

being 

Explore the feasibility and 

viability of installing an outdoor 

Gym on the Village Green 

Identify suitable space for the location of 

an outdoor gym. 

Identify and source suitable equipment 

that could be installed. 

Identify funding sources 

Obtain costs of 

purchasing suitable 

equipment and 

identify on-going 

maintenance costs. 

 

Parish Clerk 

Environmental 

Improvements 

 

To undertake an audit of public 

spaces within the parish to 

identify visual clutter and physical 

obstructions and to determine 

ways of improving these areas 

and develop an appreciation of 

the rural environment 

A group of volunteers led by a Parish 

Councillor will be identified to remove 

litter and identify other visual clutter 

throughout the parish. 

5% of the total 

precept will be set 

aside each year 

Parish Council 

 To maintain the Village Green and 

planting that this incorporates. 

 

The Parish Council will support the 
maintenance of the Village Green through 
grass cutting and sustainable planting. 
 
Bulb planting in 2015-16 as well as coppicing 
of trees has taken place. 
 

Consider additional planting for 2017/18. 
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 To maintain the children’s play 

area to a safe standard. 

 

The Parish Council will conduct annual 

surveys and regular inspections of the 

children’s play area to ensure safety of 

equipment and security of the perimeter 

fencing as well as regular grass cutting. 

  

 To support the ‘Donate a Gate’ 

Scheme in association with IW 

Ramblers. 

2 gates purchased in 2016. 

Consider purchasing further gates in 

2017/18 in partnership with the local 

community and other parishes 

 

APPROX £450 per 

Gate 

 

 To refurbish the Parish Notice 

boards 

 

Notice board outside Village Hall 

refurbished in 2016 -[£12.00 ] 

Funds set aside to replace the other 2 

Notice Boards 

  

Public 

Transport 

To identify the needs of the local 

community. 

To work with IW Council and 

Baseline survey undertaken  
 2015–16. 

The Parish Council will meet with 

members of IW Council and public 

 Parish Council 
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public transport providers to 

maintain an adequate year round 

service. 

transport providers to discuss provision 

of current and future service 

requirements within the area. 

 

 

No 6 bus route changed to go down 

Castle Hill and the top end of the High 

Street from April 2016. 

Road and 

Traffic 

Improvements 

To establish an accurate 

assessment of traffic types and 

speeds. 

 

 

To establish a 20 mph zone 

around the school at drop off and 

pick up times. 

Baseline survey undertaken in Chillerton 

2015-16 in liaison with local Police. 

The Parish Council has submitted a 

number of proposals to IW Council that 

fall outside of the PFI Roads scheme 

 

 

 

 Parish Council, Safer 

Neighbourhoods Team / 

Police 

IW Council / PFI / Island 

Roads 
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To support the school in 

improving parking arrangements 

around the school especially at 

drop off and pick up times. 

 

To work with IW Council and the 

PFI provider to improve local 

roads. 

 

 

 

 

Loverstone Lane & Berry Lane resurfaced 

2015-16 

Chillerton Shute resurfaced 2016 

Pilot Scheme developed with Island 

Roads for reviewing the status of local 

roads and prioritising works. 

School / Parish Council 

 

 

 

IW Council / Island Roads / 

Parish Council 

Parish Council / Island 

Roads 

Planning To ensure any future roadside 

developments incorporate 

provision of pavements for off 

road safety of pedestrians where 

this does not currently exist. 

 

Prospective planning applications will be 

scrutinised to ensure proper provisions 

are in place to enhance pedestrian 

safety. 

This is included in the Non PFI list lodged 

with IW Council 

N/A 

 

 

 

IW Council Planning Dept 

Parish Council 
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To continue to pursue the 

previously successful application 

to IW Council for a pavement 

throughout the village of 

Chillerton. 

 

To work with the Chillerton 

Community Association to 

identify currently unregistered 

areas of land surrounding the 

Village Hall  and Village Green.  

To apply for Community Asset 

status to enable these areas to be 

managed by the Parish Council in 

partnership with the CCA. 

 

 

 

 

 

Obtain ownership of land data 

surrounding the Village Hall and the 

Village Green 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Registry Costs 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Clerk 
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2018-19 

KEY ISSUE KEY OBJECTIVES ACTION COST RESPONSIBILITY 

Environmental 

Improvement 

To maintain the Village 

Green and planting that 

this incorporates. 

 

 

To maintain the 

children’s play area to a 

safe standard. 

The Parish Council will support the 

maintenance of the Village Green 

through tree coppicing, grass cutting and 

sustainable planting. 

 

The Parish Council will conduct annual 

surveys and regular inspections of the 

children’s play area to ensure safety of 

equipment and security of the perimeter 

fencing as well as regular grass cutting. 

Funds set aside each 

year. 

 

Public 

Transport 

To continue to work with 

IW Council and public 

transport providers to 

maintain an adequate 

year round bus service. 
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Road and 

traffic 

Improvements 

To establish a 20 mph 

zone around the school 

at drop off and pick up 

times. 

 

To support the school in 

improving parking 

arrangements around 

the school especially at 

drop off and pick up 

times. 

To work with IW Council 

and the PFI provider to 

improve local roads. 

 

To work with IW Council 

on the non PFI list of 

works submitted in 2014. 

Twenty is Plenty initiative  

 

 

 

 

Establish protected drop off and pick up 

zone with limited waiting time to replace 

yellow lines. 

 

 

 

Pilot project established with monthly 

monitoring using traffic light system to 

show progress. 

 Parish Council 

IW Council 

PFI Provider 
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Pavements 

 

To ensure any future 

roadside developments 

incorporate provision of 

pavements for off road 

safety of pedestrians 

where this does not 

currently exist. 

 

Prospective planning applications will be 

scrutinised to ensure proper provisions 

are in place to enhance pedestrian 

safety. 

 

N/A 

 

IW Council Planning Dept 

Parish Council 
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        Appendix 6.1          Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish Council     Parish Specific Data      
                                           (Source data: Office of National Statistics 2001 and 2011 Census)      

        Subject Chillerton & Gatcombe     Isle of Wight 

  No % No % 
% 
change No % 

Headline Data 2011   2001   
 

2011   

          
 

    

Population 422 - 403   4.71 133713   

Households 181 - 171   5.85 61085   

          
 

    

Population Breakdown               

          
 

    

0-15 65 15.4 69 17.1 -5.80 22600 16.9 

16-24 35 8.3 13 3.2 169.23 12774 9.6 

25-34 22 5.2 46 11.4 -52.17 12458 9.3 

35-54 119 28.2 135 33.5 -11.85 34964 26.1 

55-64 70 16.6 66 16.4 6.06 19761 14.8 

65-74 73 17.3 44 10.9 65.91 16828 12.6 

75+ 38 9.0 29 7.2 31.03 14328 10.7 

          
 

    

Households with Dependent Children               

Age 1 child 2+ child 1 child 2+ child 
 

    

0-4 9 6 4 8 
 

    

5-11 6 8 8 9 
 

    

12-18 13 7 9 3 
 

    

          
 

    

Household Structure               

          
 

    

Single person 43 23.8 36 21.1 19.44 19957 32.7 

65+ Family 25 13.8 22 12.9 13.64 6944 11.4 

Married 1 child 18 9.9 13 7.6 38.46 2963 4.9 

Married 2 child + 15 8.3 14 8.2 7.14 4403 7.2 

Cohabiting  1 child 4 2.2 3 1.8 33.33 1256 2.1 

Cohabiting 2 child + 2 1.1 3 1.8 -33.33 1270 2.1 

Single Parent 1 child 2 1.1 3 1.8 -33.33 2456 4.0 

Single Parent 2 child + 3 1.7 3 1.8 0.00 1708 2.8 
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Employment               

          
 

    

Students 16-74 18 5.64 9 2.96 100.00 5680 5.87 

16-74 in employment 195 61.13 181 59.54 7.73 59299 61.27 

Part time 71 22.26 47 15.46 51.06 20872 21.57 

Full time 124 38.87 134 44.08 -7.46 38427 39.70 

Inactive 118 36.99 121 39.80 -2.48 35529 36.71 

Retired 72 22.57 71 23.36 1.41 20478 21.16 

Sick/disabled 14 4.39 16 5.26 -12.50 4504 4.65 

          
 

    

Vehicle ownership/Travel to work               

Nos. Of cars/vans per household               

0 17 9.39 19 11.05 
 

13761 22.53 

1 65 35.91 66 38.37 
 

28314 46.35 

2 70 38.67 64 37.21 
 

14356 23.50 

3+ 29 16.02 23 13.37 
 

4654 7.62 

          
 

    

Drive 144 73.85 110 60.77 30.91 34251 57.76 

Bus 4 2.05 3 1.66 33.33 2582 4.35 

Work at home 19 9.74 35 19.34 -45.71 3923 6.62 

Health               

          
 

    

Very good 192 45.50 286 70.97 -32.87 56420 42.19 

Good 145 34.36     
 

50514 37.78 

Fairly good     81 20.10 -100.00     

Fair 55 13.03     
 

22378 16.74 

Not good     36 8.93 -100.00     

Bad 26 6.16     
 

6921 5.18 

Very bad 4 0.95     
 

2032 1.52 

          
 

    

Number of Unpaid Carers               

          
 

    

1-19 hours 38 9.00 -   
 

10208 7.63 

20-49hours 6 1.42 -   
 

2108 1.58 

50+ hours 14 3.32 -   
 

4104 3.07 
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Tenure               

          
 

    

Owned outright 86 47.51 69 40.35 24.64 25091 41.08 

Social rented 21 11.60 18 10.53 16.67 6523 10.68 

Private rented 19 10.50 25 14.62 -24.00 10639 17.42 

                

                

Households with Multiple indicators                

of Deprivation (Unemployment,                

Health, Education & Overcrowding)               

  
  

    
 

    

1 Indicator 56 30.94 NA   
 

21358 34.96 

2 Indicators 39 21.55 NA   
 

12460 20.40 

3 Indicators 8 4.42 NA   
 

2992 4.90 

4 Indicators 0 0.00 NA   
 

340 0.56 
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Appendix 6.4 

Parish Questionnaire Results, Summer 2008 

 

Methodology 

A questionnaire was delivered to all houses in the parish in August 2008. Each house was 

then visited to collect any completed questionnaires. Any people who could not be contacted 
were invited to send the completed questionnaire back to a councillor. 

 

The questions asked were 

“What 3 things do you like about living in Gatcombe or Chillerton?” 

“What 3 things do you dislike?” 

and, “”What one thing would make an improvement?” 

Respondents were then asked to indicate the age demographic of the house, and invited to 

enter their name and phone number. 

Responses 

68 forms were returned, of these 16 were anonymous. Not all respondents filled in every 

question. Very few replies were received from Gatcombe 
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Results 

Main responses to question 1 – what things do you like? 

  

27%

17%

19%

11%

11%

3%

12%

Rural

Quiet

Friendly

Location

Walks

Wildlife

Others
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Main responses to question 2 – what things don’t you like? 

 

 

 

23%

19%

17%

10%

8%

6%

5%

5%

7%

No Shop etc

Speeding

No footpath

Bus service

Parking

Road repairs

Future development

School closure

Other
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Main responses to question 3 – what one thing would make a difference? 

 

 

Interpretation 

Question 1 produced a number of answers many of which can be summed up as being that 

people like it in Chillerton because it is a peaceful, friendly rural community that benefits 

from relative proximity to Newport. Some people did have other specific points they like 

about it – walking, wildlife, low crime rate etc, but the overwhelming flavour of the results 

was that people like it because of the way it is. 

Question 2 on things people dislike led to a 2 main areas of response: 

 Road related - parking, speeding, lack of footpaths and state of road repairs  
 Amenity related – lack of shop, pub etc 

 

43%

16%

9%

13%

6%

13%

Footpath

Traffic calming

Road repairs

Shop etc

Parking

Other
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A relatively small number of people mentioned either the imminent closure of the school or 

the threat of development. 

Question 3 on the thing that would make a difference was dominated by road related issues 

– mainly the wish for a pavement, but with parking and traffic calming also mentioned by a 

significant number of people. A relatively low number of people mentioned a shop or similar, 

despite mentioning it in their answers to question 2, probably because of a realisation that 

such a thing would be nice but is perhaps impractical. 

 

Apart from the low level of comments on the school and the perceived threat of future 

development, several others points received very low levels of mention. The church and 

radio mast getting no comment for instance, issues around lack of amenities for younger 

people, house prices, local jobs also received no comment. 

 

The key factors to therefore draw from the findings are: 

1. To be in line with parishioners wishes the parish council should work towards 

maintaining the quiet, rural environment 
2. The one thing most people want changed is the road – slower traffic, less 

parking on the road, a footpath 

 

Ages of Respondents 

The questionnaire also asked people to indicate the age demographics of their household. 

The major issues to arise from an analysis of the one factor people think would make a real 

difference were: 

It is very much older people who regard speeding and parked cars in Chillerton as an issue 

The wish for a footpath has broad age range appeal 

The wish for shop / community focus also has wide age range appeal 
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Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish Council Traffic Controls Survey 

Summary of main findings 

In September 2013 the survey was distributed in paper form to all households, to children at 

the local school to take home to their families, and placed on the parish website. 

In October, 67 completed surveys were returned and analysed. 

17 returns recorded that family or extended family attended Rookley and Chillerton school in 

the village. 

A series of statements were set out in the survey, with which respondents could agree, 

disagree, or have no opinion either way. These are the main findings of the survey: 

1. 77% agreed with the statement that there needs to be a better way of controlling 

speed in the area of the school, especially at opening and closing times; 9% disagreed 

and 13% had no opinion either way. 

2. 76% agreed that to slow the speed of vehicles coming into Chillerton from the 

Newport side, the 30mph sign needs to be moved further out to include all houses 

that are part of the village – this would include Sheat Corner and the business park 

opposite Highwood Lane; the remainder had no opinion either way. 

3. 70% agreed that the sign at the bottom of Garn Lane opposite Greenlands Close, 

which lights up with speeds over 30mph, needs to be moved further back to alert 

speeding vehicles at the bend into the village near Quarry Close; the remainder had 

no opinion either way. 

4. 64% agreed that to slow the speed of vehicles coming into Chillerton from the Chale 

side, the 30mph sign needs to be moved further out to include Chillerton Barns and 

Farm; 15% disagreed and 15% had no opinion either way. 

5. 47% agreed that we need to work with Rookley Parish Council to improve traffic 

control along Highwood Lane and at the lane’s junctions at the Rookley and Chillerton 

ends; 15% disagreed and 27% had no opinion either way. 

On the involvement of the police: 

6. 67% agreed that more regular and visible speeding checks by the police in the parish 

would help to control traffic that ignores the signs; 16% disagreed. 
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On the general issue of the use of ‘road furniture’ in rural areas: 

7. Opinion was divided over the statement that we like living in a rural area that has less 

‘road furniture’ than in the towns, and we need to control speed and maintain safety 

without resorting to even more traffic calming signs and road markings; roughly half 

agreed with this while half felt that although we live in a rural area, it is important to 

make the roads safe, which may lead to more signs and road markings; 27% had no 

opinion either way. 

On traffic controls in the village of Gatcombe and lanes from Loverstone to Berry Shute: 

8. Currently there are no control features at all in these lanes, and there was a very low 

response rate from households in the area to questions about whether traffic control 

signs should be introduced. The results were therefore inconclusive and will not form 

part of this summary. 

In the final section of the survey respondents were asked if they wanted to make further 

comment on the way traffic is behaving and being controlled in the parish. 48 of the 67 

chose to do this, many in detail. There was great concern shown over speeding traffic, 

particularly by larger vehicles, and in the areas of the school, on the entry points into 

Chillerton village and past junctions to Gatcombe, Loverstone and Berry Lane. Accidents, 

near misses and dangerous or blind bends were described, attention given to faded signs on 

roads, the need for better placement of signs, the cutting back of hedges, speeding buses 

and tractors. The general conclusion was that speeding and dangerous traffic was being 

observed right along the length of the road between the north and south parish boundaries, 

and that this situation was,‘an accident waiting to happen’. 

There were several comments about parking around the school, the need for picking up and 

dropping off points, problematic yellow lines, the need for 20mph signs and flashing lights at 

opening and closing times. 

A selection of the 48 comments are reproduced below: 

More parking needed, at home time pick up is a nightmare. 

I just think that the school desperately needs some form of traffic control to protect the 

children from speeding motorists. 

More important hazard is no path and on blind bends – limited parking since school has 

extend its intake, plus parking illegally. 



                                                

CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
3 YEAR PLAN 2017 - 2020 

38 
 

Mandatory 20mph at school opening and closing plus speed traps at this time 

Cars speed so fast down here. I have two children and live opposite the hall. I hate people 

speeding down past this spot. 

There are massive skid marks at some key bends in the village. Lorries/buses are obviously 

speeding; the combination of of bends and no footpath is clearly very dangerous. Something 

must be done to stop speeding generally in the village, (I live at Hillside with two small 

boys, cars regularly go past at 40 or 50mph). 

The main road between Gatcombe and Chillerton definitely needs further speed restrictions 

to stop the inevitable accidents that will occur on this stretch due to the excessive speed of 

traffic conflicting with the junctions and driveways along this stretch of road. 

It is only a matter of time before a serious accident occurs. 

Rather than considering more signs, existing signs could be better placed. The unlimited 

speed signs just before the turning to Highwood Lane, from Rookley, and the one about 200 

metres from the end of Highwood Lane, before the junction, should be removed altogether. 

This could remove the thought from drivers’ minds to speed up at such unsuitable places. 
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