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Coronovirus, pandemic, forbearance, furlough, Brexit, Covid-19,
unprecedented, lockdown, social-distancing, facemask, bubble,
2020 (as in meaning something ‘bad’!)

The beautiful photographs on the front cover were
taken by
through the first weeks of
Lockdown, while out walking his dog at 6am each morning.

Thank you to everybody who has shared their lockdown stories,
thoughts and photos with us… we start with an amazing and
very frank collection from one family...

Honest reflections of Covid-19 from the Cooke Clan.

I am managing alright with the family
helping. Angie is here with me helping sort the food out and some company. My garden is keeping me
occupied. This horrible virus is
changing everything - "You can't do
this and you can't do that". The
world is changing.

Well here goes, what are my feelings about this Covid business? My dad
is a special man and yes, it made sense for me to be here in Chillerton with
him; I was the only one who could - company for us both. It was definitely
different staying here full-time as his routine didn't change, so I knew what
was for dinner each day whether I cooked or he did.
My stress was starting to worsen around week two, I guess; desperately
missing the family; crying down the phone on occasions; the wiping-ofgroceries got to me....."Have I done it properly?" and wiping around the
house - I surely went overboard. I had to keep dad safe!
I enjoyed the crosswords each day from the paper, and knitted squares
(almost 100) to keep my mind active. I planted up seeds which went into
the garden once they were big enough. For the first two weeks I wouldn't
go out of the garden gate, but gradually, I have walked regularly down to
the brook and back. When lockdown eased a bit and I saw, at a distance,
the grandchildren again, more tears fell and I hated saying goodbyes
without a cuddle. Our Sunday quizzes were a great relief, but dad couldn't
get it that everyone could hear and he would shout out an answer (right or
wrong) and there would be a chorus of "Thanks dad/granddad!!"
The family, and friends in the village, have supported me greatly and I
thank you all. With a little help from professionals to get me back to myself
I'm sure it won't take long. I certainly won't forget LOCKDOWN.
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My thoughts on this horrible virus - I live on the mainland and I wasn’t able
to work for 10 weeks. I have been so frustrated at home. I have my wife,
Julie, a carer, who has worked throughout the epidemic so there has been
worry over her staying safe, and my three boys (Stephen, Simon and
Matthew) who have worked through most of this time.
Not being able to travel to see my dad and family is something I will never
forget. I still can’t go home to see dad which hurts me a lot, but the risk is
too great.
It makes me realise how important your family is. I have been lucky to have
a garden where I spent most of my time off.
I’m back to work now, but things are very different there now too. This is a
time I will never forget and I look forward to going home to give my dad and
my three sisters the biggest hug they have ever had.

For the first couple of weeks I kept waking up thinking it was all a dream, but
alas it was not, but a living nightmare. What was going to happen to dad was
my biggest fear. At 87 and living alone I was very worried, however Ang, my
sister, moved to Chillerton to self-isolate with dad. That way we had the two
most vulnerable members of the family in one house.
Online shopping was booked for them and in-between I brought shopping
and left it in the porch. It was stressful as I had Hayley working on the front
line in Tesco in Ryde, and Lance with health problems at home, so I didn't
want to pass anything onto dad and Ang.
The last few weeks I've sat in the garden at a safe distance, mainly to chat
to Ang as her mental health has been suffering with anxiety about the virus
and the stress of living with dad. Dad was liking the company of Ang more
than Ang liked being there.
Now we are more worried about her more than dad and she needs to get
back to her own home and surroundings. We have always been a very close
family and the hardest thing for me is to visit in the garden and to walk away
when we say bye-bye without a hug - it's been heart breaking.
I have been grateful to the friends in the village that have helped Ang and
dad in different ways to get them through this strange time.
The one thing I have loved about this time is enjoying more time at home in
my garden and the lovely walks I've had - and the birds in my garden have
been helping me cope.
Our family quiz nights on Sundays have kept us all connected especially
with my boys in lockdown in London. I think we will all come out of this as
more appreciating of each other and the natural world.
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Working in care throughout, feeling scared. The family all trying to protect
me and sending me PPE. Not being able to hug and kiss my family, but
loving Sunday evenings when we have the family quiz online

I went from a busy, working, single parent with three jobs to a stay-at-home
full-time mum of three children aged 14, 10 & 7. We isolated together and
at first I had lots of plans - empty my under-stairs cupboard, blitz the
children’s clothes and toys, decorate my bathroom, etc. I also made a
home-schooling timetable; math, science, geography and PE every morning at 9am. I was motivated and wanted to plan and organise each day.
This lasted two weeks. We all burnt out and ended up all sitting in separate
rooms in front of the TV. My plans were unrealistic so after a family meeting
and a death in the family that brought us down to earth with a bang, I
decided we must just get through this difficult time doing the things we
enjoy.
I focused on creative play with my younger children; arts and crafts, exercise and dance, gardening and reading. I explained to the children I
needed support with housework so
they started learning life-skills such as
how to plan food shopping and prepare their own food, make their beds,
and use a washing machine.
We have grown strawberries, spinach,
carrots, potatoes, peas and pumpkins… compared to the normal single
runner bean we grow every year!
We’ve read big books from start to
finish and generally got to know each other a lot more, which has been great.

For me, the biggest adjustment has been coping with the school closures.
Kaz and I both have jobs that required us to keep working throughout. While
we were fortunate to be able to work from home initially, we had to split our
time with the kids otherwise no work would get done. So, since the schools
closed, and for the foreseeable future, Kaz works a slightly unorthodox 7am
- 2:30pm shift and I have the rest of the day to fit my hours in. This often
means very late finishes, so I'm relegated to sleeping on the sofa for half the
week to avoid disturbing Kaz.
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While this isn't a routine either of us is keen to keep, I'm very conscious that
it's a relatively minor inconvenience and am incredibly grateful for those on
the front line who are putting themselves in harm’s way to keep us all safe,
fed and watered. Home deliveries have been an essential part of this, I'm
sure.
A garden full of opportunities has kept Toby (4), Ella (6) and me busy most
days. We've built a tree house, dug a new pond and created a raised bed
on the removed earth. We rearranged a very big compost heap so we now
have three bays - each intended to house a year's worth of mixed garden,
food and cat waste (I'm told that it's safe to compost cat waste if it's left for
two years, hence the need for three bays.) I'd happily spend every day in
the garden, and the kids are much the same. That must be something to do
with the time I spent on holiday with my grandparents in Chillerton when I
was younger. I mainly remember digging holes, which isn't so different now
either.
Ella and Toby have been paid with an ice pole for every bag of earth filled;
a fair wage I think. The garden did have to wait until some school work was
completed though. Each morning, Toby and Ella have stayed engaged in
education through the materials and support provided by the hard-working
staff at Cowes Primary, without which I would have found it all too easy to
neglect their educational needs.
I have always counted myself lucky to be surrounded by a loving family;
there is definitely something to be said for power in numbers. Keeping
granddad safe was something on all our minds early on. We are all used to
visiting regularly and that obviously had to stop. The worst part of this has
been the virtual wedge driven between us through fear of spreading the
virus. Mum moving in with granddad, so they could isolate without being
alone, has proven to be challenging, but so, so important. How else would
he connect to our hi-tech Zoom quiz nights! Thanks for being there for him
mum.
Who knew in the beginning that this would escalate as it has? I know that
Sarah, Hayley, Lucy and Becky have all helped with food-shopping and
moral support and I know others would have wanted to do more but couldn't
because of that virtual wedge. Thank you for being there… although I know
that bit comes naturally for you all. More importantly, thank you for when you
have held back. Grandma would be proud to see us surviving this, united as
a family, albeit in a socially distant way.

What a time to be alive - What a change it has made to our everyday lives.
My thoughts go out to all those who have been affected by this invisible
disease. Sometimes it is easy to forget how fragile our society is, one day
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you are rushing around too busy to look up and the next in a queue for toilet
paper and silence. Living and working in London, you get used to the
number of people, the closeness, and take for granted the distance you
travel at ease, but on day one of the lockdown, the biggest and most
noticeable difference was the lack of sound. You could hear the birds on
Oxford street, not a plane in the sky. Glorious!
The planet earth needed a rest, we guessed. We rode our bikes through an
empty China Town and around Buckingham Palace, which will be soon full
of tourists again without a doubt.
For us, isolation in the house is ok. We have a half-derelict house to do up
and we are lucky to work with nothing but a laptop and internet. Our creative
studio runs even better than before; more animation work as no one can film
outside and though stressful keeping up, no one misses the commute. We
do miss each other though. You cannot beat a human connection. Our
family is mainly there with you on the Island and that's where we will always
call our home. It's sad to know we are still not able to travel and see
everyone, but I also understand that this will not last forever and we will all,
once again, be able to be together. So the Virus does not make us sad - it
has been an interesting break from the norm and we look forward to normal
programming resuming shortly.

I am a key worker. At the beginning of all this I was fearful for the unknown,
for my workplace and all my family near and far. Then me and my partner
came down with Covid-19; I was ill for around ten days and my partner, Dan,
became very poorly and ended up in hospital to have tests and oxygen
levels monitored; I was very scared.
He came home and I nursed him for days - they were very uncertain times.
This all went on for a month. We all started to go back to normal, (as normal
as we could in these times) then we got a secondary infection from weakened immune systems from having the virus. We have good and bad days.
I have never wanted to be around my family so much.
I miss hugging them. But always looked forward to our Sunday night
quizzes. I have always been quite a positive person and just got on with life,
but I can definitely say this has had a massive impact on me, Dan and
Harrison. Harrison misses his friends and family. We most certainly appreciate what we have now and will not take anything for granted. 2020 will not
be forgotten by my family.

Where to begin? What a weird time for everyone. At the very start there
were so many mixed emotions… of fear, confusion and frustration. I became
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anxious that I was going to catch it and pass it to my granddad, intrusive
nightmares became the norm. But I soon realised that I had to pull myself
together and get on with this new way of life.
I started to do the food-shopping for my granddad and aunty to keep them
safe and ensure they had what they needed. I decided that I needed to help
the family in whatever way I could, so suggested we do a weekly family quiz.
This meant we could see each other weekly and enjoy each other’s company in a new way - including the youngest, Harrison age 4, all the way to my
granddad (Harold) age 87. We have now been quizzing for 10 weeks. The
writing of the quiz was a welcome distraction for some members of the
family and after difficulties in the first few quizzes, we are now all Zoom
experts.
I try my best to be positive and use this time to do things I enjoy; being in
my own garden has definitely been a blessing. In true Isle of Wight style we
will all see each other “somewhen”.

I have been very lucky to be able to think that this whole time has not
affected me in the way it has with others. The most difficult thing for me was
leaving Uni a whole term early and leaving all my friends behind that I’d
recently got to know.
Along with this, trying to do Uni work at home is very difficult, but I got
through it with the help of Kaz and my aunty Charlotte. I have been very
lucky to get a job in Tesco with most of my friends from the Island so it hasn’t
felt much different to me.
I was a bit worried at first about bringing something home from work, but it
made me feel better as my parents were also still going to work. I was able
to get some shopping and pass it through to my granddad and Ang which
allowed me to also catch up with them at a safe distance.
I do miss the rest of my family, but the weekly quiz helps! I look forward to
family gatherings again soon! Love and miss them all. x

Late nights and lay ins have been good.

I miss seeing my friends and going to cafes with my dad.

I like being with mummy all the time.
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What has been the worst thing? Not being able to see my friends and not
being able to see my teachers. Mr Smith does cooking club and I love
cooking club. What has been the best thing? Being able to learn how to
trampoline and being able to skip while trampolining. We would never have
been able to start growing all these vegetables and fruits.

What shall we do when this is all over? The first thing I want to do is our
whole family come together. What would we do? First thing, huggles.

*****************
What can I say about the last three months? Surprising? Interesting?
Lonely? Peaceful. Did not think it would make such a difference to me, but
I was wrong. No socialising; no car-run with the dogs; no lunches with
friends; no shopping.
I did become busy making scrubs for Floss Scrubbers. The material came
to me already cut and with strict instructing on how to make them up. All
seams must have french seams. After making up, wash at 60 degrees, fold
and put in special bags, then in plastic bags which had to be knotted. Then
these were collected and then checked. I was glad when I had finished the
four I had to do because your hands do not work as quickly as they used to
and you get tired. I made masks for family and friends.
I went shopping to Morrisons at one point which was not very pleasant. I
became muddled with not going the right way and then forgot my card
number! Today I went into Moles to get some peat for the pots. The item
was put in the boot of the car, but when I went to pay, they only took cards
which I didn’t have with me… only cash. What do I do?? A wonderful
gentleman from Chillerton said he would pay with his card and I could give
him cash. There are some great people about… thank you so much.
I miss the family and hugs from the grandchildren. I love the looking at the
sky though; no planes… only a lot of blue with white fluffy clouds. I love no
traffic noise.

What can I say to cheer you up? Fell (own fault) on May 4, but rescued by
Sally… again! Off to St Mary’s again! My broken hip was repaired next day
and I then waited to go to Springfield House, Shanklin… when the swab
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revealed I'd got the virus. I waited and waited for a negative result and
eventually went for rehab to Shanklin.
Still trying to see the funny side of all this! I’ve had excellent nursing and
wonderful friendship from you, dear friends.

During Lockdown we discovered 'Zoom' for the first time. Each Sunday we
have met up with friends on that platform to take part in a quiz.
Those friends are ones we've stayed in contact with for over 45 years since
we were all part of the same rugby
community in Kent. They are now
dotted across the country from
Devon to Sussex, along with one in
New Zealand! Each week there
has been a dressing-up theme for
the occasion with a virtual prize for
the winner. Here we are as 'Jack
and Jill' for the Sunday 31st May
theme of 'Fairy Tales'. We came
second in the quiz, but won the
Fancy Dress section!
It has been a wonderfully cheerful event to look forward to each week and
alongside the quiz there has been much jovial banter. The poor participant
in New Zealand has had to take part with her breakfast coffee in hand while
everyone else raised a glass of something more suited to a convivial
occasion.
We are all looking forward to the time when we can all meet up again in
person (the New Zealand adventurer has returned) and we are certain that
we will look back on our 'Zoom' gatherings with fond memories.

Between my diary and talks with the sheep on my daily walk, I have been
able to keep my worries about four members of my family on front line
service under control most of the time. The highlights are when we can
see them and our grandchildren on FaceTime even though we can’t hug
them. This is a problem for many folk, I’m sure.
Gary decided to build a darkroom. He spent hours measuring and
adapting, but to no avail. Professionals only. Then, hey, hey, DIY
deliveries. Peaceful times only a memory. First aid box at the ready...
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Being someone who likes to be out doing activities, including some swimming teaching, play reading, yoga, keep fit, and various French groups etc,
the first thought was ‘oh my goodness 24/7 at home - the three of us – ie.
me, with husband and little Princess Scarlet (doggie!)’.
(An early joint decision was made to postpone immediately our little French
Conversation Group in the village – this was before the official ‘lockdown
rules’ were made.)
But, I also thought what a fantastic opportunity to ‘sort out all the overloaded
kitchen cupboards, dresser, wardrobes, drawers, under-stairs ‘stuff’ and
maybe the attic, oh and some well-needed gardening!!!’ Yes. (It was a good thought!!!)
Of course, to start I drew and coloured little rainbows
(which we were introduced to). Rainbows are still
flying from the parasol in our front garden.
Then came the “teddies in the window”, followed by
them joining the rainbows in the
front garden on a table under the
parasol!
All in the aim to keep smiling and indicating that we were
‘all in it together’, and a way of saying thank you to all
key workers whoever, wherever, and whatever they
were contributing to life continuing as usual (medical,
care, police, refuse collectors, post people, public transport, and so many more).
The Christmas lights were also brought out again to
cheer up the evenings during this dreadful crisis.
(Hope they have not been annoying to the neighbours!!)
Thursdays I would religiously go out and clap and ring a little bell at 8pm.
When the lock-in commenced, I started well with me being keen to try
running to keep fit – this lasted about three weeks – not every day, but 20
minutes at a time, a few days a week (I had read somewhere it’s an idea to
run for a minute and walk for a minute for 20 minutes in total – that sounded
ok). Just about covered up and down the village! (But realized ‘I’d forgotten
how to run properly!!!’ … so it was a type of run/stagger/plod!).
I tried to keep in touch with contacts, friends and family by email, telephone
or Zoom. (Lucky again to have them)
Shopping – I am a supermarket-holic!! Normally I spend ages looking round
at everything and all the different ingredients and info on the backs, etc. but
the thought of ordering online seemed a good idea. However, available slots
with the bigger supermarkets seemed impossible to book, and although
being ‘a certain age’ I was not actually considered as having ‘vulnerable
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health issues’. Hence, to start with I went with a local farm shop which
worked well. However, I could not purchase ‘everything’ there although the
quality was good and delivery reliable. (Would use again.) As I was able
to go out to shop, I then went out with mask, wipes and gloves. I experienced extremely long queues to start with, but consequently these got
shorter and shorter. The supermarkets seemed very well set up and the
staff in Newport Morrisons, Asda and M and S were certainly friendly, and I
really appreciated them putting themselves at risk in the stores by coming
to work and serving the public.
The ‘running,’ however was really losing its appeal – I would have been
better with a pool, being a swimmer! But, bits of yoga, keep fit and stretching
sufficed. And of course because we had organised
delivery of a newspaper each day, there’s been lots
of reading, crosswords and puzzles to fill my time!
(Gradually improving my speed and mental ability
to get these quizzes done). First time I’ve ever read
the paper in bed! So that took over the main part of
the morning as the paper is delivered around
6.30am!!
I feel very privileged to have a garden, so really had
absolutely nothing to complain about….apart from
a ‘blip’ just before the lock-down as our TV suddenly had lost lots of channels. We are in the village,
and were told we needed a dish now - so we had
obtained the equipment in readiness to repair it, but
the technicians, of course, were not allowed to visit.
However, this has now been fixed and really, the
basic channels had been ok, and Escape to the Country was always our ‘go
to’ if there was nothing else on!
To start, it seemed really weird being at home every day, and I suddenly
became conscious of ‘housework’ that needed to be done and of course
invested in all types of products. Cobwebs were hunted down and dispensed with (not that it took much to find them with my specs on!….. ) , and
I felt ready to get going!
Little did we know how long this was going to last. My new-found enthusiasm and skills soon diminished, although it had brought a lot of things to my
attention!
With salons etc. closed, hair, beauty treatments, make up and clothes were
now way down the list; as I have spent most of the time usually in sportswear (at least I could look the part), and as I was hardly going to see
anyone, it really did not seem to matter too much what I wore, or what I
looked like (very out of character!), but it was kind of relaxing and some
days, I would just put a nice dress on to go shopping to make me feel happy.
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Then of course it was a case of all those biscuits that were in the house! I
do not usually eat any ‘sweet stuff’ and had previously been eating a low
carb diet. Well, it goes without saying those biscuits went very quickly!!!! So
now it’s time to shed the weight!
It’s been challenging sometimes remembering what day it is, when normal
routine is thrown out of the window!
During the Coronavirus time it was our neighbours’ (Sharon and Ivan) 50th
wedding anniversary, and I am sure we would probably have celebrated
that in some way. So, the four of us had a little
celebration drink. We kept in our own gardens
on either side of the hedging, and the four of
us raised a glass and we played and sang
“Anniversary Waltz”, and the neighbours enjoyed a little dance. It was really moving; and
the following day we repeated this as it was
our neighbour’s birthday (again more singing
across the hedge!) Of course we all kept our
distance and used our own glasses etc. It
was a lovely little reunion - strange how
something so seemingly simple was really so
very enjoyable.
News on TV has become more and more
depressing, but I had to keep abreast of everything. Then Zoom online became an option
for people keeping in touch, so have done sessions of this, and continue to
do so, in England and abroad with friends and family.
The garden took up quite some time… and gardening is still in progress,
and my husband continued to make progress with garage to room conversion).
VE Day came and flags were put up and we enjoyed a picnic in the garden
– and bubbly - with neighbours, again, either side of the hedge and at a
distance. We sang ‘We’ll Meet Again’ together, which was a lovely touch.
Consequently it brought memories flooding back; of relatives I have lost and
how important all of them were and still are.
Of course I had to buy an up-to-date mobile phone which would enable me
to add the Covid-19 App, in support of the Isle of Wight challenge. (Not an
avid mobile phone user, but we both have become more mobile-friendly!!)
All I can say is it really brings it home to me just how important the ‘simple’
things are. It’s not all about what one has, or how successful people are, but
it’s so nice to have a home, friends, relatives and a lovely community to live
in. We are all in the same boat.
Of course, my thoughts also have been with those who are ill, or in Care
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Homes, and those families across the world who do not benefit from having
an outdoor space etc. An enormously difficult time for so many.
But of course, we are not in the same boat as the ‘millionaires’ who have
probably been swimming in their pools and working out in their gyms – so
no change there.
Friendship, however, is so important and thinking about everyone and
everything, and really appreciating life.
And obviously feeling so incredibly lucky that to date, we are ok, when there
are so many who have not come through this crisis. My thoughts are with
all the families who are suffering mentally, emotionally and, of course,
economically.
I am being furloughed from the pool where I was teaching, so I am fortunate.
With all activities stopped, it’s sometimes difficult to remember which day it
is? Plus, I have at times spent time on focusing/reflecting on my whole life,
and life in general…
Those people who have worked throughout this crisis, as well as dealing
with the dangers and stress, have not had the benefit of sharing the
sunshine and amazingly good weather that those of us lucky enough to
have experienced it have. I do hope these people will be appreciated and
be offered a long relaxing break, and be duly paid at the same time. My
goodness, they deserve it.
The longer it has continued, the more I have questioned whether I shall
indeed be able to return to my life as it was before? It’s easy to get used to
being at home, without any routine, but I hope I shall recommence the
challenges when the dangers have disappeared.
Fortunately, I have been lucky to have my husband and little dog to share
lockdown with. I am lucky. Also, I believe it has been a lot calmer for me with
not going out so much. It’s going to be strange ‘rushing around’ again…but
I will find it hard not to!
By the way, to date the cupboards, drawers, and other areas still await their
hopeful ‘sort and clear’ before I return to the ‘normal’ day-to-day life of a little
work and activities etc.
As for the way the crisis has been handled? I can honestly say I am just glad
I have not been part of making any decisions; no one knew this was coming,
so to criticise has not entered my head. I would not like to have been in a
position having to make any responsible decisions.
This is the biggest crisis, I believe, since the time I was born in the 50s and
my husband would agree with that. I appreciate that many people born
before then would have sadly experienced the ‘war years’, and how devastating is that? To have now come up against this cruel virus.
Now, I look forward ‘positively’ to happy and healthy future years - not just
for myself, but everyone in the world.
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A few words about our lockdown feelings and experiences………it was
strange to start with, but soon the changes to our routine became acceptable and even………pleasant!
We were delighted to be “forced” to renew our acquaintance with how many
and varied are the walks right on our doorstep.
It is nice to be able to go further afield now and Martin is loving being able
to play golf again – my art, yoga and Green Gym sessions are not yet
available unfortunately.
On the plus side, it seems I can trim my own hair (after a fashion!)

Well lockdown has certainly been an experience! We moved to the Island
mid-February from Cambridgeshire, not knowing anyone - family on the
mainland and were slowly settling in and getting windows, doors and
kitchen units all ordered for our lovely, but very dated, bungalow. Counting
down the days for the several gales to pass, and the ‘wind tunnel’ that we
were in due to our window and door situation to end! And so hearing our
desperately needed windows and doors were delayed was not what we
wanted to hear, and I would imagine that the villagers could hear my wails
of despair!!!! One evening, watching TV a couple of weeks ago, I leaned to
close the window to find it was closed!
Anyhow, I started a new job in March, for lockdown then to take effect and
I have been working from home since then. Not a great way to bond with a
new team and get to grips with processes!
Oh dear...... anyways our windows and doors are coming at the beginning
of June and things are looking up. Kitchen is practically in and we can now
get things moving along.
We love the village and the Island and have been getting to speak to some
of you (at a safe distance, of course) and have been made to feel very
welcome, and so we really thank you for this. The community-feel here is so
lovely; we have wonderful neighbours and it is so great to know that
everyone is looking out for each other. This has been priceless during this
awful situation in lockdown. Take care, stay safe.

Love in the Time of Coronavirus
A sudden gust of wind scooped up a single white feather, propelling it into
the air, where it pirouetted like a dancer and soared above my head, before
coming to rest at my feet. Nature has taken on a special significance lately.
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I have fallen in love with it, mainly because it is oblivious of the changes
which have taken place. The sun still shines, the flowers bloom and the
birds sing. They don’t know. My cat purrs and somewhere a donkey brays.
They don’t know either. And their ‘not knowing’ makes my life feel a bit more
‘normal’. I can pretend for a while that there is no pandemic.
During lockdown we have been encouraged to spend time outdoors, for our
physical and mental health. Although a ‘city girl’, I could not imagine being
locked-down anywhere else but here. Whitecroft Park is a community and
I have been overwhelmed by the care and support of my fellow residents.
I feel as though I have been living in a warm, protective bubble for the last
however many weeks (time is irrelevant these days!), and I have to say that
the feeling is not unpleasant. I only hope that, when we are finally given the
all-clear, we can hold on to whatever has given us comfort during this
difficult time.

The lockdown period, up to now, has obviously meant different things to
different people, with a lot depending on vulnerability and financial implications.
Helen and I had just returned from a month holidaying in South Africa and
were only home for about two weeks when the lockdown was initiated. So
one of the first things we did was to sign up for assisting vulnerable people
within our community who may need some form of assistance. Fortunately,
the Island (and especially Chillerton) have not been hit too badly with the
pandemic (long may it continue), so we've not had to be called out as yet.
Fortunately for Helen and me, the lockdown period has not affected us too
badly, especially myself.
Having retired just a few months before the lockdown, from being in the
Merchant Navy for 50 years, lockdown is pretty much what I am used to. In
so much as at sea you cannot see your loved ones, socialise, shop (except
online), visit the pub/restaurants, go off for the day or short breaks, or any
of the other things that people used to take for granted.
So for me, it has been a bit like being away at sea; saying that, as
passers-by have probably noticed, I've been busy up the 'scaffolding tower'
painting and doing all the other odd jobs around the house that had been
placed on the 'long finger'.
Helen, on the other hand, has had her usual life upended. In so much as
she can no longer carry out her voluntary 'riding for the disabled', Yoga,
keep fit and socialising with friends, hair dressers etc; Fortunately for me,
Helen was a hairdresser! I have offered a reciprocal arrangement with her
whilst I have the strimmer out for tidying up the bus stop, but she seems
reluctant to take up the offer! One thing that both of us do miss however is
seeing our children and grandchildren that live on the mainland.
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We obviously Skype and WhatsApp on a regular basis, but as readers will
appreciate, it isn't the same.
At least once a week, we both like to go off for a 'longish' walk of between 5
- 7 miles. When lockdown was more restrictive, we just used to walk around
the immediate area, but now there has been an easing of travel, we tend to
take the car and leave it parked whilst we venture to pastures new.
It's surprising what you can find and observe whilst doing these walks; we
have learnt more in these past few weeks about the history of the Island
than we had in the previous 30 odd years.
Friends of ours on the mainland, but who used to live on the Island, are
unfortunately on self-isolating lockdown due to underlying conditions. So
what we've done is devised a game of 'Through the Keyhole' - where we
take an obscure image and then provide them with various written clues
where they have to work out where on the Island we've been for our latest
walk. This, they say, breaks the monotony and helps keep us in touch.
One of the many things we have noticed during this period, is how wildlife
has suddenly been more prevalent, especially whilst the school was shut
down.
We have lived in The Old School House for 31 years and have never had
red squirrels or great spotted woodpeckers visiting our garden before. The
first red squirrel was observed not by sight, but by sound. A few weeks ago
I heard banging emanating from the decked area in the garden.
It was then that I spotted what appeared to be a squirrel dragging a bait box
(larger than itself) across the decking and down some steps. I ran and got
my phone to capture the incident on video, the squirrel continued to drag the
box along a shale path until it reached some more steps. It was only at this
point, that I realised that the squirrel wasn't actually stealing the box, it had
actually got its foot caught in it whilst trying to steal the bait and couldn't
release itself. I immediately ran outside to try and release it, only to find just
how sharp those teeth can be, once bitten. After unlocking the box, (with
leather gloves on, and the squirrel biting into them for dear life), it was
eventually released, with no harm done.
The following day we had another visit, but this time by a much darker red
one. They have both been back numerous times since then and we now
have a 'designated feeding box' (courtesy of Sham) to let them feed safely.
As readers are probably aware, woodpeckers are timid creatures and fly
away once a human is spotted. On the morning of the sighting, it was
noticed that our 'insect/bee hotel' had had one of the dozens of bamboo
tubes removed from the 'hotel'.
Each day before this, Helen and I had watched the many Masonry bees
filling the bamboo tubes up with eggs/pollen and finally sealing them with
mud, there must have been about 50 tubes filled and sealed.
However the morning after the first sighting of the woodpecker, we awoke
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to find the hotel totally broken in pieces on the pathway and all of the eggs
removed from the tubes! On looking it up on line, it appears that woodpeckers love the bee eggs, we haven't seen it again! Stay safe….

Thought I'd share my lockdown
project with you.
This was an old caravan that we
had in the garden. Hubby, Mark,
wanted to get rid of it as he said it
was an eyesore! However, I persuaded him to let me have a go at
tidying it up before deciding to get
rid of it for good.
Safe to say Mark loves it nearly
as much as I do now…ha ha ha!

Thoughts over the lockdown For me it is that you give thought every day how to keep you and your family
safe the longer this Pandemic lockdown goes on. I also think about the
information we are given and the daily figures and how lucky we are not to
be included in the statistics.
The NHS staff and the Care Home staff have my on-going support and
admiration as they carry on despite the danger, looking after the needs of
others. I am sad about some of the circumstances when a relative can’t be
with them when they are very ill or dying, and we are relying on someone
else, who we may not know, to fulfil our role which is a big responsibility.
I have missed my children/grandchildren terribly as they are a great part of
my life, but it’s a small price to pay as I want to get through this and be safe
and well, and we have a duty as a responsible person not to spread the
infection.
I know that one of the first things we did at Chillerton was shut the Play Area
which I know has caused sadness for the Parish Council as it would have
been somewhere different for the kids to play.

18

However, as soon as we have the authorisation, it will re-open. The Telephone Box lending library has worked out well and many thanks to Sue and
Doug for organising that. Maybe we should be looking at more things we
could be doing with it?
Finally, social distancing is an essential tool in keeping people safe and I
hope everybody respects that. However we all have, in the future, a responsibility to rebuild the confidence in society to meet and enjoy the company
of loved ones, friends and colleagues. And I know our villages will become
stronger as they have an excellent community spirit. All keep well and safe.

For me, the best part of isolation has been
seeing my children every weekend! On Saturday evenings we cluster round our iPads, and
take part in a nationwide Pub Quiz (all proceeds to the NHS) via Zoom so we can chat to
the children and their partners and have a go at
the quiz at the same time.
They even had the quiz host announce my
birthday, with a truly frightening picture of me
on a beach! We haven’t come first, or even our
traditional second yet, but we keep trying…and
my lockdown beard keeps growing!

And so it goes on this lockdown. We all know how necessary it is to get this
dreadful disease under control, but what are the bad things about it and are
there any unexpected benefits?
Early days, we felt a bit sheltered down here on the Island. I emailed a great
friend of over forty years who lives in London, to discover that both she and
her husband had Covid-19. She was gradually getting better, but he was on
a ventilator in hospital. Two weeks later he was dead. A fit and healthy man,
still in his sixties, the centre of his lovely family, leaving his wife to cope in
isolation, and only three people allowed at his funeral. It all rather struck
home then. This was serious.
My disabled husband had had three falls, one just before lockdown and two
after. We were trying to be very strict about the isolation, but we had to have
help then. He wakes and needs attention every hour or so at night and
needs help with everything during the day. Ten weeks later, I have only just
managed to get a carer to help for a few hours a week, as carers are in short
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supply during lockdown and are having a ghastly time in care homes,
although the doctor’s surgery have been very supportive.
We both miss our family not coming round, and hugs from the grandchildren, now all nearly grown up, but still great huggers. We miss family
lunches and expeditions to take my husband out in his wheelchair for a drive
and lunch at the local pub where he is known and welcomed. I miss our
church at Gatcombe being open to meet friends and worship together. All
the fund-raising events have been cancelled so no wine-tasting events,
summer market or Tea At The Ritz to organise and help with. I miss having
a hair cut, although I am quite good at taking the scissors to it, but the dog
looks like a teddy bear!!!
I miss my friends, meeting up to walk dogs together, to grab a coffee at
Marks and have a browse in the shop, to chat and support each other. I
have friends in hospital and it’s horrid not being allowed to visit … and other
friends, suffering bad or sad life events, and you can’t just hop in the car to
rush round to give them a hug and a helping hand. I am fed up with the
endlessly depressing TV news and press reporting that seem to make life
worse, not better.
The fact that our elder daughter and son-in-law have taken in the homeless
to their hotel and a small number of them are abusing their kindness,
wrecking the hotel and bringing in drink and drugs.
So what are the good things? In no particular order - the wonderful Spring
weather and the joy of having a garden. The sheep and lambs on the hill
across the road who have their daily movement pattern across the fields.
Blue tits nesting in the nesting box in the garden. Friends who leave a bunch
of flowers or fresh eggs from their chickens on our doorstep. Our lovely post
lady who not only delivers, but takes outgoing post too, and the offers of
help from the Parish Council and the village.
The joy of a lovely card sent by ‘snail mail’ from friends. The brilliance of
internet shopping that arrives on the doorstep by magic. The luck of always
seeming to get a supermarket slot, (perhaps because we are regular
customers and both over seventy) and the shopping arriving at the door.
The fun of new friends as my neighbours rally round to help. The mum and
daughter who walked the dog for me when I wasn’t too well, in the pouring
rain and then a few days later put homemade cup cakes on my doorstep.
The children two doors away who made us a beautiful homemade Easter
card and gave us home grown broccoli and two little chocolate rabbits as an
Easter gift.
The Together But Apart parties in the drive of Tolt Cottages, with every one
bringing out tables and chairs, fairy lights and fire bowl - keeping apart, but
chatting across the main drive and partying all evening, with fantastic
decorations for VE day. We have amazing neighbours that we maybe
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wouldn’t have realised when we were just in a ‘Good Morning’ relationship,
especially when we all come out and clap for the NHS and giving a special
cheer to two of them who work at the hospital. The WhatsApp group of
friends who send news, updates, funny videos and generally keep everyone's spirits up. The supportive phone calls to see how you’re doing. Bible
readings, homilies and prayers to take the place of the church services. The
joy of having a dog to walk, as a happy dog is so cheerful.
Well, would you believe it. My ‘Good List’ is far longer than my ‘Bad List’. I
think therefore, that I am very very lucky. I realise that many people find lock
down is restrictive and frightening. They are lonely or bored and maybe
can’t get out for a walk and don’t have a garden, so it’s not the same for all.
I feel very blessed. My love to everyone.
Stay safe and more important Stay Cheerful. We will come through this
stronger.

We had our bedroom decorated and were waiting
for the carpet layers to come.
Then Boris put us all into lockdown and we were
left with an empty bedroom ready for a new floor
covering. So the bedroom became a space for
exercising and later for sewing projects. I've made
masks and scrubs just like Sharon (Newstead)
another seamstress in the village. I'm still sewing,
but when the sun is out so am I. The weather has
been amazingly good and living in Chillerton has
made lockdown bearable.

I’ve lived abroad for decades, but my parents lived in Chillerton for
over 40 years. Both Mum and Dad died within the past 7 years, so were
spared having to deal with this pandemic; I can only begin to imagine the
worry and heartache I would have experienced, being so far away and not
being able to be with them or help them, nor knowing when I might see them
again, if at all, and my heart goes out to everyone separated from their
elderly loved ones.
Of course, no matter where you are in the world, currently you’re still
dealing with the restrictions imposed in the attempt to control the spread of
COVID-19. The approach of individual countries differs, however, as does
the approach of people within those countries.
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Where I live, in a rural community in southeast New Mexico, USA,
we are cut off from other towns by a great deal of land, which has limited the
spread so far, resulting in relatively few confirmed cases in our county.
Partly, this is due to the prompt actions taken by the Governor of our state.
However, her decisions have been very unpopular with many who live here
… particularly the cowboys and ranchers, whose families populated the
untamed West and who, historically, “don’t take kindly” to being told what to
do. Now is no different and there have been protests and petitions to the
Governor, basically telling her that they aren’t going to follow the rules made
by, quote “someone else’s boss” unquote. Our Governor is a Democrat,
politically, and the majority of my county’s residents are staunch Trump
supporters. Therefore, they see themselves as traitors to the cause if they
follow restrictions set by a member of the opposition! So, despite stay-at
home orders and, if you do need to venture out, a requirement to wear a
mask and practice social distancing, none of that is happening here.
With a lack of national guidance, individual states and individual
counties are creating their own rules, which would be more effective if there
weren’t so much travel between the various places. Town A might have
closed bars and restaurants and banned large gatherings, but Town B, just
an hour away, is much more lenient, so spread from B to A is inevitable.
I fear it’s only a matter of time before we have a major outbreak
where I am, because the two neighbouring states, Arizona and Texas, are
now experiencing soaring numbers and, once it hits here in town, no-one is
following the guidelines that might keep the spread at a low level. I made a
brief trip to the supermarket last week and, in a crowded store (as the
management were not limiting entrance as required), I was the only person
wearing a mask. Even elderly people, who I thought would be the most
cautious, were carrying on as if everything were normal. In fact, I felt the
glares of those who consider the wearing of the mask to be a political
statement, not a medical necessity. The willingness to believe COVID-19
is a problem and the willingness to work as a group to keep one another
safe is definitely split down party lines. This pandemic should not be a
political issue, but for those of us living in Eddy County, sadly that is what it
has become.

When it first happened it did not make much difference because one of our
main interests is gardening, so we did plenty outside, probably a bit more
than usual. I walked our dog early in the morning, not seeing many
people…if any! Only our early ‘lady runner’ and perhaps a car or two. In the
afternoons, my wife, Alison walked our dog in a wooded estate near
Calbourne, to check on the security there.
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The worst part of it all has been not seeing our grandchildren… and our
children! Our two sons helped us by picking up pills which myself and my
wife rely on. We managed to order, and have delivered, some online
shopping. Also, we managed to get an order of garden items from Jubilee
Nurseries who delivered.
The strangest thing was we had our 50th Wedding Anniversary on our own
in April when we had been planning to have a family celebration - but never
mind, we toasted ourselves across the table!
But we were very luck living here, in our garden and shouting across to
neighbours and family.
I have had a bit of sorrow in losing a few friends - all linked to the epidemic,
but looking at it another way, we are very lucky to be living in Chillerton.

When Steve was first on furlough, he
started by making a base and building a
small storage shed and painting it green.
Then we went on to clear the weeds from
outside (and inside) our greenhouse and
putting a white stone edging around the
greenhouse.
After that, we pulled down our rotten,
woodworm ridden shed and built a plastic shed in its place after sorting out the
base for it. After that, we had a trellis put
up next to the shed. Next, we made a
little rockery border before pulling down
our old summerhouse and then preparing the base for a new one (which we
are still waiting for).
There is a small patio in front of the
summerhouse and Steve needed to
build up the patio with breeze blocks to
hold it in place.
During all of this, Steve has also been
straightening out a pathway, which had
dropped in the middle, so he had to build it up before putting the paving
slabs back in place. This is still ongoing. Steve also replaced two lower
planks in our downstairs shed, which had gone rotten, and creosoted it as
well, to match.
We have had three skips at our house over the last few months. Thank you,
Mr Skippy!!
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at the right times to support wildlife. We are very pleased to be in agreement
with the Prince of Wales, who recently stated that the Corona Virus pandemic has given the country an increased appreciation of the natural world,
and led to his plea that we should place Nature at the centre of everything
we do.
Every wild flower in bloom is a food
source for the insects we like to see
in the countryside. Their leaves
might be vital food for insect larvae.
All those bees and butterflies and
other insects, together with flower
seeds, fruits and nuts from trees,
then become food for birds and small
mammals. Who doesn't like to see a
bumble bee on a flower, a goldfinch
on a seed head, a squirrel carrying a
hazel nut? So let's celebrate healthy
verges and hedgebanks and do our
bit to reverse the loss of wildlife in the
countryside.
As well as appreciating the importance to nature of roadside verges in
agricultural areas and woodland,
many of us as householders are responsible for land bordering the
road. They need to be controlled for visibility, but why not leave sections of
your verge to grow wild, and only cut once or twice a year? A perfectly
tailored bank has little value to wildlife. Unfortunately on the Island there are
some gardeners who use herbicide on their verge, leaving that distinctive
orange coloured dead foliage behind. This is a very destructive and unnecessary practice.
The wildflower survey project is supported by the Parish Council. If you
would like to know more or find out how you can help, please contact any of
your councillors.
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Chairman’s Annual Report
A Brief Annual Financial Report

Overview
Our expenditure was less in 2019/20 than the previous year, but so
was our income, and our deficit was still over £3,000. Our reserve having
now declined to less than half what it had been at the end of 2015/16 the
Council felt that the time had come to end the practice of the last few years
of keeping the precept steady if we wished to maintain anything like the
current level of activity.
The precept for 2020/21 was set at £10,500, an increase of £1,500
over the level of £9,000 where it had been for the last few years. The budget
for 2020/21 is available on our website.
During the year 2019/20 we used about £1,000 to clear up the
grounds of 1 Lansdown Gardens in the expectation we would be reimbursed
once Grant of Probate had been received. The Grant of Probate is currently
held up by a dispute about the propriety of some of the payments that were
to be made, including this one. Currently we have not been reimbursed and
do not know when, or if, we will receive any or all of this money.
This 2019/2020 report is mapped against the Key Issues of Year 3
of our 3-year plan, itself a product of an important survey we carried out in
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2016. The survey was led by then Councillor Sue Barber with the aim to
discover the most valued aspects of life here, and what residents thought
the Council’s priorities should be.
As a rural parish with few services and the smallest population of
any Island parish, we continue to work on forging connections and partnerships with other individuals and groups in order to deliver our objectives.
Whether with large organisations such as Island Roads, the IW Council and
utility companies, or smaller groups such our own very active and successful village associations, examples will be given throughout this report.
A new survey was carried out in December 2019 and January 2020.
The results can be found on our website. A working group of councillors
were to use the results to finalise the next three-year plan in late March.
That work, along with most normal activity, was brought to a halt by the
advent of Covid-19.
At the end of the report there will be a section covering the actions
of the Council from the 16th March 2020 onwards following the Emergency
Meeting of the Council on that day. This laid out the work it would do during
the current situation.
Councillors
At the annual meeting last year, we were down to four out of five
councillors. Following the statutory notification of a vacancy there was no
request for a by election. The council asked for volunteers to be co-opted.
Three people put themselves forward. Of these two, Peter Whiteman and
I, came for consideration to the meeting of 7th May 2019. Councillor Katie
Jones resigned before that meeting so after consideration both of us were
co-opted. Katie’s period on the Council was marked by her work, together
with Graham Hatch, on Spruce Up Sunday and the Christmas lunches and
parties. Her input has been greatly appreciated.
At the same meeting Councillor Gillian Belben announced her
intention to stand down as Chair at the September meeting. At the
September meeting therefore, I was elected as Chairman in her place.
Councillor Sham Payne stood down as Vice Chair at the September
meeting and Councillor Gillian Belben was elected as Vice Chair at the
October meeting.
Since then the complement of five councillors has been stable. It
is made up of myself as Chairman with Councillors Gillian Belben (ViceChair), Sham Payne, Juliet Davies and Peter Whiteman.
Councillor Belben’s three years as Chair were very active and
effective and I am very glad that she is continuing to be a strong presence
as Vice-Chair. She will be a very hard act for me to follow.
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Governance
We are extremely lucky to have our Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer Maxine Warr. As our activities have increased the role of Clerk
is becoming more complex and challenging. She ensures that we have
copies of all updated financial reports, budget trackers, bank statements
and income and expenditure accounts before each council meeting, and
keeps track of ongoing governance costs such as utilities, auditing and
advertising. Above all she guides your Chairman on what he can and can’t
do!
Communication between the community and the Parish Council
We are keen to respond to concerns raised at meetings, by telephone and by email. For example, in 2019 and early 2020 we worked hard
trying to resolve differences between the Isle of Wight Hunt and some local
residents. We have also been trying to look into the activities of the local
game shoots, despite a refusal on their part to respond to our questions.
There is also the matter of people leaving bagged up dog faeces littering our
paths, bagged up in the bags we have supplied! All of these activities have
been temporarily halted by Covid-19 but will resume when we are able.
Monthly meetings were held at three different venues in the parish,
with open communication welcomed. Councillors are also supporters or
members of other groups that contribute so much to village life, and so can
be found at their meetings and events. Sadly, we no longer have the late
and lamented quarterly parish newsletter. The ‘Your Parish Matters’ email
group is a rapid method to collect information, explain and request help and
is in the efficient charge of Jill Webster for whose labours we are very
grateful. A way forward to replace the parish newsletter was to be considered as part of the three-year plan in late March but, as with so much else
that was raised in the survey, will have to await easier times.
Programmes
Turning to our programmes, we will report against the four following
Key Issues:
Community health and well-being, including buildings and facilities
We ran the fifth annual Christmas lunch in December as a ‘thank
you’ to the many, especially older residents, who have contributed so much
over the years to community life. Volunteers came from the Community
Association and the wider community. This year around 45 lunches were
served, some delivered to homes for those who can’t get to the hall. We
also funded a highly successful Children’s Christmas Party run by Sally
Cardew.
Councillor Sham Payne ran several guided walks in the parish to
introduce the leaflets he developed in the previous year. He also ran
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a thank you tea and has been recouping some of the printing costs. Our
Clerk, Maxine, also successfully applied for a grant towards the printing
costs.
Last summer we installed a scramble net and log climb in the play
area. We are looking to expand the range of equipment in the play area and
will get back to this after the pandemic subsides.
(See the section on Covid-19 below for community health measures during
the pandemic.)
Environmental improvements
We set aside approximately 5% of the budget each year to respond
to ideas that will enhance and increase appreciation for our rural environment. If parishioners have any suggestions for how this budget could be
used, please contact one of your councillors.
In July we had the third ‘Spruce-Up’ Sunday. As before, plenty of
volunteers turned up and work concentrated on the benches, boards and
other furniture on our asset register, as well as signage and structures on
the Island Roads network. As well as cleaning up the equipment in the Play
Area we fixed plastic spikes on top of some of it to discourage pigeons from
settling there and fouling it.
The oak noticeboard outside Gatcombe Church was badly affected
by wet from overhanging trees. Eventually we gave it to the Community
Association to erect outside the Village Hall where it is not overhung, to
replace the very dilapidated notice board that was there. Once we are back
to normal the Gatcombe board will be replaced with something simpler and
more robust.
The village green continues to be beautifully kept by David Hayden
and volunteer work parties. The display of snowdrops and narcissi was
lovely. The Goodenoughs do a superb job planting and looking after the
borders of the Green and the Village Hall. We are grateful for all their work
keeping this central feature of Chillerton looking so nice.
The parish is trialling a new strategy developed by the Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) for the management of verges, called
'Nature's Highways: The Sustainable Management of Road Verges on the
Isle of Wight'. It meant a targeted winter cut in February and setting up of a
group of volunteers to survey 8 verges in 2020/21 to assess what is in the
verges and assist Island Roads in their better management for the improvement of biodiversity.
We were intending to have a volunteer session working on footpath
G10 above Gatcombe. This was delayed by bad weather and then by the
onset of Covid-19.
We have a group of selfless volunteers who collect litter thrown out
of vehicles and dropped by walkers. We also use the help of Bob Nelson,
an excellent Environment Officer, who keeps us on our toes regarding
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picking up after our dogs, and Steve Holloway who continues to maintain
the poo-bag dispensers.
The Red Phone box has been fitted with shelves by Doug Barber
and is now acting as a book exchange. Do go and have a look at the
available titles.
Since the start of the pandemic an attempt has been made by a
landowner to close footpaths across his land. He is not authorised to do this
and his actions have been reported to the lsle of Wight Council to be dealt
with.
We have been supporting efforts to reopen a footpath from Chillerton to Chillerton Down that many older residents may remember being in
use. This is now on the list for consideration by the Isle of Wight Council, a
process that will take some time.
Councillor Gillian Belben is now the Ramblers Footpath Rep for the
Parish reporting to the Isle of Wight Council’s Rights of Way service on
issues of concern about the footpath network.
Transport and safety
For the fifth winter running we have worked with the parishes of
Chale, Niton and Whitwell to fund a Southern Vectis Number 6 bus service
on Sundays and public holidays. This included Boxing Day and New Year’s
Day, and we were pleased to get some reasonable statistics for bus use on
those days.
The Parish Council continues to have regular contact with Island
Roads staff to discuss improvements to the network, especially regarding
signage, road repairs and drainage.
The road markings we funded for outside the School are now in
place. There are still some parents who ignore them and cause a dangerous situation outside the school in the mornings and late afternoons.
We are still waiting for some signage issues to be dealt with in Gatcombe.
Planning
We see and comment on all planning applications in the parish, and
may also take part in triggering enforcement of planning conditions.
We continue to support an initiative researching as many details as
we can on the lives of the men in the parish who were killed in both world
wars. Depending on much more research and consultation with you, we
may then be able to achieve a permanent and accessible memorial to the
war dead of this parish. As many of you know, the men of both wars are
recorded on a framed roll of honour in the church, and those of the Second
World War are commemorated on a plaque in the Reading Room. It may
now be time to join other villages on the island by installing a permanent
memorial.
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Covid-19
And then the Pale Horseman rode over the land.
As the situation developed, we held an Emergency Parish Council
Meeting on 16th March and invited a number of other residents to attend
and help us plan what we were to do in support of our more vulnerable
residents. We set up, with the vital assistance of Jill Webster and her team
of deliverers, a network of volunteers responsible for mainly small areas of
the Parish. The two largest are Landsdown Gardens and Gatcombe looked
after by Dave Jones and Margaux Garnish. The others are much smaller.
We produced targeted leaflets for each of those areas giving both the
contact number of their local volunteer and the Parish Chairman so that they
knew where to go for help. The leaflets also asked for volunteers to come
forward. These were produced and delivered by the end of the following
day.
The response was incredible. Over 10% of the entire population of
the Parish has volunteered in one way or another. I want to express my
heartfelt gratitude to you all. It has been a deeply moving expression of the
community spirit in Chillerton and Gatcombe.
At their request we have also given support to a group of volunteers
in Billingham.
Much of the work that has been done is at a very local level. Friends
and neighbours have rallied round to look after people who needed help.
Only a small number of tasks had be dealt with by the central ‘hub’ as the
current terminology refers to it.
Once the Lockdown came into force an Island wide helpline was set
up for people to be able to call for help. The Parish Council is connected to
this and any calls from Chillerton and Gatcombe to the helpline that need a
response are passed on to us for action.
We were able to obtain a small amount of PPE for the use of
volunteers should it be required. It is not of medical standard so we did not
deprive the NHS or Care workers of it. I must emphasise that our volunteers
should not be in a position where it should be needed.
We have also obtained a loan (likely to become a grant) of money
to pay for any emergency shopping that may become necessary. So far it
has not, but it is there if we need it.
The Chairman has participated in regular exchanges online using
Zoom technology with other volunteer groups across the Island, and with
both the MP and the Lord Lieutenant. Following these, and from other
sources he has communicated with you via Your Parish Matters and by
emails to the volunteers to ensure they have any necessary documentation.
He has also kept in touch with volunteers by telephone.
A special thank you goes to Linda Weeks who has been bringing all
the prescriptions from the Godshill Surgery to patients in the Parish.

8

The situation now seems to be easing. We can only hope that there
is no ‘second surge’ of infection as restrictions are relaxed. Chillerton and
Gatcombe however, are ready should that happen.
Finally, on behalf of Max, Gillian, Juliet, Sham, Peter and myself,
thank you to all residents who take the time to come to our monthly
meetings, take part and raise important issues.

Your Parish Council
Parish Clerk
Maxine Warr

01983 609850

clerk@chilertonandgatcombe.org
30, Fieldway Cresecent,
Northwood, Cowes. PO31 8AJ

Chair
Nigel Phillips

01983 721382

np.cgparish@gmail.com

Vice Chair
Gillian Belben

01983 721519

gb.cgparish@gmail.com

Juliet Davis

07588 521448

julietdavis65@yahoo.co.uk

Roland Payn

07990 842773

spcparish361@gmail.com

Peter Whiteman

01983 508589

pjohnwhiteman@gmail.com

Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council
www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
CRITERIA FOR APPLICANTS REQUESTING GRANT FUNDING.
Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council has a small fund which is
available for grants to community projects and non profit-making
organisations developing projects for the benefit of residents
in Gatcombe and Chillerton.
Decisions on grants made by Chillerton & Gatcombe
Parish Council are final.
Applications will be considered quarterly.
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Environment Officer’s Annual Report
I undertake weekly
patrols around both Gatcombe and Chillerton liaising
with both Island Roads and
AMEY, reporting any defects
or waste issues that are reported to me or I find whilst out in the villages.
I have had the odd issues with incorrect waste being left outside
properties such as black waste bags not contained in the black waste
receptacle, AMEY the waste carrier will not take these, but ‘sticker’ them.
When I come across this issue, I always make a point of speaking to the
resident to resolve such issues. The problem is that vermin, cats etc are
attracted to black waste bags which may contain food residue and the bags
are quite often ripped open, spewing waste onto grassed areas etc.
I continue on a weekly or bi-weekly basis to inspect the play park
equipment and grounds reporting any defects to the parish clerk. Generally,
the play area is respected and very little repairs etc are required. The only
ongoing issue is the rabbit holes around the perimeter fence and in the
football pitch area, so users of the play and football area should always be
mindful of this issue - signage is posted on the fence to warn users.
Unfortunately, dog fouling continues to be a problem on the footpaths where some, but not all, dog walkers choose to ignore fouling, hoping
the poo-fairy will deal with it. One major issue is that many dog walkers allow
dogs off-lead, but often dogs can be out of the owners sight; obviously, the
dog could be fouling with the owner unaware.
Another issue is that Chillerton and Gatcombe are farming areas
with livestock in fields. Dogs which are not controlled or not on leads can
result in the death of livestock, which unfortunately has happened in the past.
So my simple message is always be in control of your dog; put it on a lead
when entering crop or livestock fields and above all, have your dog in sight
- it only takes a second for an accident to happen. And please pick up - let’s
keep the villages a clean environment for all to enjoy its beauty.
I’m always wary that both villages are rural and quiet locations
where fly-tipping could be an issue, especially with the Covid-19 lockdown
and Linbottom tip being closed. Apart from a few bags of garden waste
dumped on a verge in Gatcombe, all appears to be well.
I will endeavour to do all I can to assist the Parish Council and
residents to keep Gatcombe and Chillerton a beautiful place to work and
reside, and look forward to the remainder of the year.
(June 2020)
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Safer Neighbourhoods Team
The year has been different and challenging for everyone, due to the corona pandemic. We have seen communities pull together and help each
other. Chillerton & Gatcombe residents have looked after each other exceptionally well. This is something to
be proud of. Well done.
Crime wise there has been very little to worry about. There have been
issues with the Foxhounds at Gatcombe. Hopefully with a new hounds
master this will be managed better.
There are numerous scams to be aware of: Isle of Wight Trading Standards are always a good contact. 01983 823000 (option 3)
Here are the contact details of your local
Safer Neighbourhoods Policing Team:
Email: west.wight.police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
Follow us on Twitter @WestWightPolice
Telephone: 101 and leave a message for either of the
following Officers:
PCSO 13341 Justin Keefe
JOB MOBILE: 07901102302
PCSO 13229 Stephen Oatley
JOB MOBILE: 07901102415
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS RING 999
OCCURRENCE

INCIDENTS

Assault

0

Burglary Residential
Burglary Business
Burglary other then dwelling

0
0
0

Criminal Damage

0

Public Order

0

Road Traffic Incident
ASB - Personal

2 (Chill) 2 (Gat)
2

ASB - Community

1 (Gatcombe)

ASB - Vehicle Related Nuisance

0

Shoplfting

0

Theft

0

Theft of Vehicle

0

Theft from Vehicle

0

Theft of Pedal Cycle

1

11

INCIDENT DETAILS

IW Cllr Steve Hastings
Annual report for Central Wight 2019/2020
What a busy year it has been for this
Council’s Administration; having set a legal and
balanced budget for the third time in 2019 and,
following a tough set of sessions with Officers,
we set our fourth in February 2020 and this completed since the previous
Administration said it was no longer possible to do so. We then moved
straight into the Council’s business and ambitions for the coming year.
During this year, in Procurement and Waste (which is the Portfolio I
took over following the unfortunate illness of Cllr Michael Murwell, who I am
pleased to report is making a good recovery and participating in Council
business once again) we have introduced new strategies for Procurement,
Waste Management and Commercialisation, all of which have action plans
to go with them; as I always say, a strategy without an action plan is a piece
of paper!
I was pleased to be instrumental in the cross-party motion to Full
Council with Cllr Lilley to declare a Climate Emergency on the Island, which
was passed in Full Council.
Since then, via the Scrutiny of Neighbourhoods and Regeneration,
we have set up a Task and Finish Group to look into what we can do as a
Council and what we have influence over ie our Procurement Strategy in
order to aim at being carbon neutral by 2030.
This led to the production of our new Climate and Environment
Strategy and, of course, Action Plan to assist in achieving our goals.
I am pleased to report, thanks to the sterling efforts of our Waste
Team Strategic Manager, that the opening and test certificate of our new
Mechanical Treatment Plant was successful this year and we are on target
to have our new Energy from Waste Plant open by this Summer which will
give us heat and power for local buildings such as the Hospital and Prison.
Our Green Garden Waste subscriptions went up from around 3,000
to around 7,000. We had a waiting list building up and so we made the
decision to purchase a new £180k truck so that we could add to our capacity
and satisfy 10,000 subscriptions.
I have worked all year with Officers to make sure that we could offer
Direct Debit capability for this year’s subscriptions and this has been
successful as, in March at launch time, we were able to satisfy this requirement.
Last year we were very pleased to improve in the DEFRA league
table by some 90 places to 51st in the table, so it gives me great pleasure
to report that in this year’s table, we have risen again to 36th place.
Email: steve.hastings@iow.gov.uk
Tel: 07870127024
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CHILLERTON AND GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27 The Accounts
and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)
1. Date of announcement 10th July 2020
2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this
notice. It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller
authority has certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
AGAR, the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents
relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any
person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2019, these documents will
be available on reasonable notice by application to:
Maxine Warr, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.
Email: clerk@chillertonandgatcombe.org
Tel:01983 609850
Commencing on Monday 13 July 2020 and ending on Friday 21 August
2020
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
● The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and
● The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect
of which the appointed auditor could either make a public interest
report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account
is unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the
auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.
The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4
below for this purpose between the above dates only.
4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com)
5. This announcement is made by Maxine Warr, Clerk and RFO

