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Is it too late to say Happy New Year to
you all? I’ll say it anyway, although it doesn’t
seem that long ago that we were putting the
Christmas decorations away again for another
year!
Anyway, a sure sign that Spring is on the way is the Australian Grand
Prix. I hear you ask why? Well, that’s the date that, traditionally, Steve Burden’s
new lambs are due to start popping out!
Lovely to see the daffodils starting to appear at last. Rome Cottage and
the Village Hall have lovely displays, and there have been some beautiful
snowdrops and crocuses at Sheepwash Cottage. If you like to see primroses,
take a walk over to the church where there are gorgeous drifts of them.
Elsewhere in this issue, we say goodbye to our out-going parish
councillors and thank them for all their hard work and dedication. Of course,
that means we need new councillors. Read the ‘testimonials’ of councillors past
and present (very Dickensian!!) and perhaps you will be inspired? Enough to
find out more about what’s involved? It doesn’t matter if you’ve been here for
two weeks, two years, ten years, twenty years…it’s a great way to learn about
the parish and meet new people… if you want to know more… read on!
We have no new updates about the Number 6 bus as yet, but our
councillors are working hard to find a workable solution.
We do have all the usual news from around the parish, including Focus
On, which this time turns the spotlight onto one of the Pop-Inn organizers.
The Scarecrow Festival isn’t far away now, and Doug Barber asks if
any of you have any unwanted part-tins of bright red, bright orange or bright
yellow paint? He will happily collect them if you have - his contact details are
on page 13.
Finally, we’ve had this from Richard Dent concerning the on/off sale of
Mike’s house: “What was funny, was that the couple viewing at the weekend
knew all about the Dent family, from reading it in the village newsletter …and
they were from Basingstoke!!” Going viral?! Global domination beckoning?! If
you are reading the newsletter (and don’t live on the Island), we’d love to hear
where you are!
(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email jill.webster@outlook.com)

The deadline for items for the SUMMER
Chillerton and Gatcombe News is May 17th 2017.
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Over the last three months we have been maintaining regular contact
and getting work done with the local Steward and Senior Steward for Island
Roads, and liaising with our excellent Environmental Health Officer to make
the play area safe and encourage responsible dog ownership.
Those of you who read the County Press will be aware of the ‘permanent winter’ timetable announced by Southern Vectis for the Number 6 bus,
with very little notice, and we are now part of a working group for councils
along the route to pool ideas and budgets into alternative solutions to answer
the needs of bus users.
We continue to talk with school management about parking and safety
at opening and closing times, and have recently agreed on a Parent
Governor/Parish Council liaison system to make it easier to share information.
In addition we have been busy finalising a three year plan for the
parish, which is based on the feedback we received from you in the 2016
Survey, linking this to a 2017/18 action plan, and then linking the action plan
to the 2017/18 budget which begins in April. The precept this year remains the
same as last, at £8750, although the planned budget will be just over £15,000
as we will be using some of the reserve budget for the three programme
strands of activity. These come under the headings of:
Healthy Communities: support to local groups and our community
facilities
Transport: work with neighbouring parishes to strengthen public
transport and make our roads safer for pedestrians, riders and cyclists
Environmental Improvements: covering a range of work from maintenance of the play area to improvement of the village green and local Rights
of Way.
All these documents are on the parish website. But this is where the
problems start…

Your Community Needs YOU!
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Do you care about your local community? Would you like to be
more active in protecting, shaping and managing the
environment we live in? If so, would you consider
standing in the Parish Council elections in May?
In May, there will be elections for the IW Council, Town and Parish
Councils. Our parish has the smallest team of councillors on the island, five,
and three of us have reached the end of the four year term and are standing
down. So we need people to put themselves forward for the May elections, for
without a full team all the good ideas for 2017/18 will be just that – good ideas.
Being a parish councillor is a really good way of getting to know the local
community. Plus, there is a great deal of flexibility in terms of how much time
you give and what you want to work on within the three programme strands.
There are monthly meetings to attend, plus councillor training for those
who want it and the opportunity to join island-wide networking forums. We have
excellent back up from our Clerk, Maxine Yule, who keeps the finance and
parish papers under control.
There are some challenging objectives which have so far been unsuccessful, such as getting safer roads, but It would be a great shame if we
couldn’t add to the successes of 2016.
Here are a few examples of what parish councillors have been achieving:
● closer working with and funding support for the newly-formed Chillerton
and Gatcombe Community Association.
● installing better gates for walkers in partnership with the Ramblers.
● keeping the children’s play area open and safe, and working with
Rights of Way to get better access from the road.
● purchase of dog poo bags for the dispensers and emptying of the bins.
● grass cutting, tree management and planting on the village green.
● giving the annual Christmas Lunch at the Village Hall.
● liaison with Island Roads to improve drainage, trim trees and repair bus
shelters on the network.
● co-funding winter, Sunday and public holiday bus services with two
other parishes.
If you are thinking this role could be for you, there is more guidance on
the IW Council website https://www.iwight.com/Council/Elections/ElectionsManagement/Local-Elections-May-2017 and downloadable nomination papers. Or, you can contact Maxine or any one of the councillors (details in this
newsletter).
…. and now, read what some of our past and present parish councillors
have to say about their experiences ……
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What's it like being a Parish Councillor? It is a great privilege to
serve your local community and we have a bit of fun too! I have been able to
get involved with a number of different things, including developing the planning process, completing the Parish Directory with my fellow Councillors,
setting up the Christmas Lunch for people who would be on their own or are
unable to get out, campaigning to keep the No 6 bus winter service, planting on
the Village Green, making recommendations on planning applications as well
as attending the monthly meetings and ad hoc meetings that come up from time
to time.
I hope that some new people come forward to help care for and protect
our beautiful villages.
I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their support over the last
three years and especially Max, who keeps us all in order and guides us on
specific points.
I need to spend more time supporting my elderly mother who lives over
250 miles north. I will miss it but wish the new councillors the very best of luck
and hope that they enjoy getting to know people, as I have done.

The positive aspects of being a councillor are a combination of
things that are good for you personally, and the good you do for the community.
Personally it is pleasing to be able to make a difference, even in small
ways, to get to know people, to know what's going on locally and to be part of
a group of like-minded people, all working towards the same goals, and
connected to that is knowing that you really do help the immediate community;
this may be in small ways which no one really notices, but they would notice if
they weren't done, or in bigger ways where the council can influence or drive
through policies and plans, which, whilst they might be small scale, are still
significant to the immediate population.

Being A Parish Councillor – Understanding what “Community”
means; not just a village or group of dwellings close together, but the interaction
of those within to create the community.
Working with other pro-active people within the parish, i.e. getting to
know them and gaining an understanding of their commitment to providing
services to the community.
I have met lots of fantastic people, mostly positive within the parish,
who give their time for no monetary gain.
I have got to know people within the parish who I would not have met if
I had not become a councillor. I have gained personally from meeting these
people as it makes me feel part of the community also.
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We were co-opted onto the Parish Council. We found the experience interesting, a good opportunity to meet new people, and learn about the
machinations of local government with the help of an excellent team of other
members, plus a very helpful and knowledgeable clerk.
It was also good to be able to give some ‘hands-on help’ in the Parish.
… and finally, this from Steve Holloway…

– WANTED –
Parish Councillor for Chillerton and Gatcombe.
Sense of humour important – A non-political opinion on local
matters vital – Pay and expenses underwhelming!
Not quite the advert I answered, but a fairly good summation of the role!
So, what is involved? Actually, in the Island’s smallest parish, the answer is “not
too much”. We have a fantastic and very professional clerk, Max, who takes
care of 99% of the administration and ensures that we as councillors keep on
the right side of the law.
Just one meeting a month, unless there was an urgent planning issue
to consider; on top of that there might be the odd meeting with contractors,
concerned residents or district council officials. Any other work undertaken is
very much down to the individual and, remember, there are five councillors in
place so everything is shared out fairly.
My time with the Parish Council pretty much delivered what I had hoped
from it. I was involved with many different projects including the on-going
refurbishment of the play area in Chillerton. I made many new friends and each
dog-walk up and down Main Road led to many waves from passing cars!
I think most people’s concern with volunteering for a role like this is that
they think it will take up too much time. This really need not be the case. During
my time at least three out of the five councillors have had full-time jobs. I reckon
that I contributed about four hours per month at most, and I genuinely believe
that everyone could find that time too. And it is important that new people do
come forward.
The parish may only spend about £8,000 each year, but lots of things
happen as a result: grass is cut, dog bins and bags are provided, assets
repaired, unwanted development is opposed, and parishioners are given help
and support to get results from the main council.
No, you won’t get lots of thanks in the role, but the parish would be
much poorer if these things were not to happen. It would be a lovely thought
that more people apply than there are positions available, so why not give it
some consideration?
Interested? Please contact Parish Clerk, Maxine Yule, for an information and
application pack. Completed nominations must be submitted by April 4th.
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Chillerton Club. 7pm.

CHILLERTON CLUB

Saturdays & Mondays. 8pm to 11pm.

MOTHER &
TODDLER GROUP

Fridays during term-time. Village Hall.
11.30am.

SCHOOL
March 18
April 7 to April 24
ST OLAVE’S
March 26
April 8
April 13, 14 & 16
April 22
May 6
May 13
PARISH COUNCIL
April 3
May 10 (Wednesday)
June 5
QUIZ
May 19
HORT. SOC.
April 7
June 2
VILLAGE MARKET
April 1
May 6
June 3
CGCA
April 29
SCARECROW
FESTIVAL

2pm.

9.30am to

Jumble Sale.
Easter Holidays
Mothering Sunday. 11am.
Spring Cleaning in the church. From 10am.
Easter Services. (See page 25 for details)
Churchyard Tidy-Up.
Pre-Loved Clothes Sale. 10am until 2.30pm.
Soup Lunch in aid of Christian Aid.
Chillerton School unless otherwise stated. 7pm.
Village Hall. Inc. Annual Parish Meeting.
Inc. Annual Meeting.
Village Hall.
Chillerton School at 7.30pm
Reading Room at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
Gardens & Gardening on the IW through the archives.
Business & Show arrangements. 7.30pm. Village Hall.
Chillerton Village Hall. 10am to noon.
Market and Café.
Market and Café. Inc. Hort Soc Plant Sale.
Market and Café.
Race Night. Reading Room.

May 27 to June 4
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
….. another great evening and thank you to everybody for turning out on a chilly
February evening!
Muffled murmurs of apprehension greeted the news that, with a new
year, we were introducing a new round. TV and Film would now be combined,
and our new round would be Pot Luck - a random mix of science, art, history,
and so on.
Almost from the start, it looked as though it was going to be a two-horse
race (quite apt really!) with The Four
Horsemen
(Pete,
Sue, Rob and Sam)
going head to head
with Great Expectations (Phil, Lesley,
Hilary and Lesley)
with not much more
than a fag packet
separating
them
throughout! But with
the winning line in
their sights, and the whiff of victory in their flared nostrils, The Four Horsemen
raced emphatically home by five points.
Once again, there was some canny Joker-playing and The Ps & Qs
(Nigel, Gill and Kate) had the satisfaction of playing theirs on the Geography
round and scoring a perfect 10, doubling up to 20. But, despite being determined to go one better this time and win, they dropped a place to third… but
then they were one-man-down!
The Odd Plods (John and Adrienne with new team-mates, daughter,
Sarah, and husband, Alan) won the Nearest the Bull prize… and if there were
a prize for the best BYOB/nibbles, they would have won that too! As Sam
commented, “When somebody turns up with a cool box, you know what’s in it
is going to be seriously impressive!”
Proceeds from the raffle and Sam's delicious cupcakes (£61) went to
The Phoenix Project. This will go towards buying new photographic equipment
for their centre. Proceeds from the entry money supports the Chillerton and
Gatcombe News.
Thanks, as always, go to Steve and Peni, to Kathy, to Brenda, to
everybody who donates raffle prizes and are so generous, and to everybody
who helps to return the hall to its normal state!
Our next quiz will be on Friday May 19th when we will be returning to
the SCHOOL…don’t worry, I’ll remind you all before then!! Everybody is
welcome…old faithfuls and newbies alike!!
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Community Association
It’s all beginning to come together! The Village Hall, the Reading Room,
the monthly Village Market, the Summer Horticultural Show, the Scarecrow
Festival, the Pop-Inn, our Quizzes, Christmas Lunch for senior residents,
snooker, drinks at the bar, and
somewhere to meet and chat to
other villagers and friends.
We’re lucky to live in a village where there is a strong community spirit and the newly-formed
Association is testimony to that.
Prior to its formation, as residents
drove through the village, either by
car or bus, we could often see the
hardy few out picking up litter or
planting bulbs down by Sheat or at
the top of the village. The activities
as exemplified above happened
regularly, but piecemeal, being organised by a valiant group rallying
round for a particular event.
The new Association Committee has now met a couple of
times and a strategy to link the
activities to mutual advantage, with
any profits being ploughed back
into the village (be they to refurbish or improve present facilities or to kick start
a new venture) has begun to emerge.
High on the agenda is to improve provision at the Village Hall and the
Reading Room, and to broadcast throughout the village, the excellent gathering spaces they offer and their differences. The IW College is helping with
interior decoration of walls, but there is still much else to do, and while it’s clear
that some people have more time than others, any help offered to paint interior
windows would be very gratefully received. Paint and brushes will be provided
- we just need volunteers to offer their time. (Please contact Gareth Rider
gmrider72@gmail.com)
The committee is also planning a scheduled programme of events
throughout the year whilst recognising the present work of long time organisers
and assistants, starting with a Race Night on April 29th, (more details nearer
the time) and then the Scarecrow Festival overlapping May and June.
More strength to their elbows and many thanks to all those who are
already helping to ensure our village is a great place to live.
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Another Moment of Madness.…!!
You may recall my endurance cycling exploits from last year with
Judith, my best friend? You will probably also remember the photo of the cyclist
in his mankini?! So, a conversation with Judith, a few days before Christmas
went like this….
Judith: “You know we like a good old challenge?"
Me (tentatively!): “Erm...yes….."
Judith: "Well, how about, apart from doing our 'usual' Randonnee
cycling round the Island, we sign up for the ‘#walk1000 Country Walking
Challenge’? When we walk 1000 miles during 2017?"
Me (after some careful consideration, and recognising that my middleage spread was doing just that - spreading!): “Ok, you've twisted my arm!”
Cycling comes naturally to me, but as for walking…?! Well, I tend to
think of all different reasons not to!! So, this challenge will be just that - a
CHALLENGE!
After hitting the 'Apply' button, and seeing the confirmation email
appearing almost immediately, I hastily tried to reassure myself that it was
'do-able'. By my calculations, at an average of 2.74 miles a day (19.18 a week),
it didn't seem too awful. I'm no fool (although Ian may disagree!), but I figured
that one or two 'long walks' a week would 'bank' enough miles to be able to still
sit on my backside some evenings!
But oh dear! It hasn't quite worked that way so far! Due to pressures of
work, I've decided to adopt a more 'little and often' approach, but either way,
I'm now one week into my 'challenge'… and with 24 miles under my belt, I'm
'quids in!' and ahead of 'target!'.
Give me a wave if you see me out pounding the streets, or struggling
thorough the mud up on the Downs! Despite feeling that I know the Island
reasonably well, I have already discovered beaches I never knew existed! So,
here's to a healthy 2017 to you all, and, if you're
interested in joining in with the challenge, then here
are the details:
http://www.livefortheoutdoors.com/walk1000miles/

Stop Press- As of today (March 1st) I have
walked a total of 221 miles since starting on January 1st - so I'm on target! 60 miles over in fact, but
that’s probably due to my daughter, Rebecca, walking my legs off in New York over half-term!
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Scarecrow Festival 2017
Hi EveryoneJust to remind you that it’s nearly time for the fifth of our award-winning
Scarecrow Festivals so, if you haven’t already seen one of our door-knocking
team, listen out for a tap on your door shortly.
Please support us by making a scarecrow for the event and, if you
haven’t made one before or want any further information, please get in touch.
The festival will run from the morning of Saturday 27th May through to
the evening of Sunday 4th June, and could I please ask you to place your
scarecrow/s on display as early as possible on the 27th, as visitors usually start
coming through the parish quite early on.
As most of you know, our festival now attracts many hundreds, if not
thousands, of visitors, Islanders and holiday-makers alike. It not only gives a lot
of pleasure to a great many people, especially the children, but it also raises
much needed funds for our community.
Let me assure you once again, that all the money we raise from the
festival stays within the parish, and goes towards worthy causes such as the
upkeep of the Village Hall, etc..
Again, I would like to thank all the ladies who have previously baked
such wonderful cakes for us to sell in, “Aunt Sally’s Tea Room,” and hope that
we can rely on your culinary skills and generosity again this year. Please
remember that we are quite happy to reimburse you all for the cost of your
ingredients, so you only have to ask. Also, if you are willing to do a short
morning or afternoon stint in the tearoom selling tea and
cakes, please call Angie on 721832. The Tea Room will
be open from 11am till 4pm each day, as in previous
years.
News Flash!
This year The Reading Room will become a
scarecrow watering hole everyday of the festival. Discussions with Chillerton Club’s Committee mean there
will be some lunchtime openings and, later, when “Aunt
Sally's Tea Room” closes, The Gallybagger Inn will open
and be providing both alcoholic and soft drinks, as well
as crisps and chocolate snacks.
Further information will be dropped round to you all a bit nearer the
time, but meanwhile, if anyone has any queries whatsoever, please don’t
hesitate to contact me, and don’t forget that we have our own website which
can be accessed via www.gatcombeandchillertonscarecrows.co.uk or more
simply www.gallybagger.org.uk and we also have a group on Flickr.
Thanking you all in advance Tel: 721128. Mob: 07891136502. E-mail: doug.barber@zen.co.uk
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The “Pop-Inn” - Chillerton
It's hard to believe a whole twelve months had passed since the first
Pop-Inn, but February was here again. This time of year at 2 Glencoe Cottages
is full of birthdays and celebration, so it seemed fitting that we had the opportunity to enjoy this new anniversary.
Feeling brave, we chose to open this Pop-Inn much earlier, offering
brunch, in the way of bacon sarnies and porridge, along with freshly-brewed tea
and coffee. I think we can safely say that the
new option went down an absolute treat, and
although the porridge couldn't keep up, it was
certainly well enjoyed. From the dog-walkers
on their planned rendezvous to the three ladies on the mid-morning cider, the bacon
brunch will definitely go down as a winner.
Kate may well disagree, bravely keeping a
close eye on the perfectly crisping bacon all
morning!
The previous Pop-Inns had experienced some pretty atrocious weather with the
last one at Gillian's enjoying the 'delights' of
Storm Angus. Saturday 18th February 2017
however, saw an almost perfect blue sky, and
although we British like to carry on regardless,
one has to admit the weather can make all the
difference. This day was lovely, with people
inside and out enjoying the whole experience.
Whether they were from Australia, Shorwell or
just staying with relatives for the weekend they were having a good time.
As the day went on, so did the fun. The ale
started to flow and, very unexpectedly, the cider
ran dry so it was off to Godshill for Steve and
Marcus to restock - much to Doug's relief. We had
a new brew from Goddard's this time, going by the
name of Winter Warmer - it certainly did "warm the
cockles". I'm pretty sure all those who had a glass
or two would certainly give it the thumbs-up and,
along with the other four barrels, was empty by the
end of the night.
By early evening you would have been mistaken for thinking the place was full but then the
Barnacles turned up and if there was standing
room only before, this soon disappeared.
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With a queue for the bar leading almost out the front door, it was
shoulder-to-shoulder for a good ol' sing-song. They never disappoint - thanks
again to them all.
From
sea
shanties on to Irish
folk, and the five-strong
musical brilliance of
Last Orders. They can
certainly play a tune
with the evidence being so many nodding
heads, smiling faces
and tapping feet, that
"the little cottage was
bursting with happy
people". Thank you to
Last Orders for helping to give 'the folky ale house' an anniversary to remember.
The Pop-Inn wouldn't happen if it weren’t for a lot of people giving up
their valuable time and having a real desire to make it work. So a big thank you
to all those who have helped and contributed. The Pop-Inn is very grateful to
everyone who has supported it and we hope to continue providing a community
event which people enjoy. The monies raised from this event will be invested
directly into community projects.
Cheers!

Land for Rent
…. to the side and back of Rome Cottage….
We have some land we’d like to rent out and it’d be good if somebody
local would like to rent it, before we try asking further ‘afield’! I've done a bit of
measuring and there are two paddocks, roughly equal in size, and divided by
a swing-gate. The total area is approximately three-quarters of an acre.
As you may recall, the paddocks are a bit steep, but I have been
advised by someone in the ‘horse community', that they would be suitable for
a younger horse or pony. Or maybe two
horses/ponies as they like to have close NEIGHbours,
I'm told, or else they could have nightMARES!! (Sorry,
I couldn’t resist the puns!)
The rent is negotiable so if you are interested,
please give me a ring on 07776 353783.
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Single Ply Membrane Roofing
- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Slating
- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Tiling
- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Felt Flat Roofing
- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Lead Work
- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits
- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

Velux Windows
- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

– KD&LK GOODALL –
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CARECO CHAIR - Augusta Riser/recliner.
Electric (dual motor) - backrest and footrest operate independently.
Upholstered in lovely hard-wearing pale green fabric. Immaculate.
Less than twelve months old. RRP £899.
Bargain at £200 OVNO. Ring 721483.
Spring’s on its way - time to get out in the garden, so why not bag yourself a
bargain to ease the work-load!
LAWNFLITE T450 TILLER/CULTIVATOR
18” rear tine tiller with a 6.5 hp engine. Reverse on tines and drive wheels.
Suitable for serious gardeners and light commercial use. Only used lightly
half a dozen times. As new. Can deliver. Cost over £1200 new.
Bargain at £600 ONO! Ring 721173.
STIHL HEDGE CUTTER HS81R
Never used - cost new £500 plus.
Bargain at £300! Ring 721266 or 07814 673250
STIHL STRIMMER FS87
Never used - cost new £450 plus.
Bargain at £225! Ring 721266 or 07814 673250
STIHL STRIMMER FS56RC
Never used - cost new £340 plus.
Bargain at £200! Ring 721266 or 07814 673250

Chillerton & Gatcombe Community Association
Chairman
Paul Wells

07703 501513

pecw@outlook.com

Treasurer
David Attridge

07900 846889

dandaattridge@outlook.com

Secretary
Gillian Belben

721519

chillertonvillagesecretary@gmail.com

Bookings
Sam Whittingham

07732 759531

chillertongatcombeca@gmail.com
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Last December I was given the opportunity to travel to Switzerland with
my school to see the Hadron Collider at CERN (The Centre of Nuclear Research).
The purpose of this research site is to discover what happened in the
split seconds following the Big Bang almost 14 billion years ago. As a project
receiving billions of pounds in funding each year, it was a much larger and more
impressive site than I had anticipated.
Taking the tram out of the city of Geneva, we arrived at CERN early in
the morning. Unfortunately, the Large Hadron Collider, with a circumference of
27km, was in use so we weren’t able to go down to
see it.
However, we were able to see prototypes
and were given a very in -depth tour of the facility.
All of this was very interesting and we learnt about
some of the most pondered questions and ideas
about the history of the universe.
CERN does not only carry out research,
they are also pioneers in encouraging scientists
and engineers to join them from all over the world, regardless of gender or
ethnicity.
This is a matter I feel strongly about and it was very positive to see what
a worldwide and inclusive organisation CERN is.

Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
We had such a lovely time last year at the Flower Show on the village
green that we’re going to be there again on July 29th 2017.
It’s a snug fit for the show tent, stalls, entertainment, games and petting
area courtesy of Tapnell Farm, but with the kind permission of Mr and Mrs
Margham for the use of a parking field, and the forbearance of near neighbours,
we think it will be a great success.
One measure of success is the number of exhibitors and exhibits, so
please have a look at the 2017 schedule and accompanying letter from our
Chairman, delivered with this newsletter, and see if there are any classes you
would like to enter. We also rely on volunteers who give generously of their time
and cake baking, so we’ll be asking for your help in the coming months.
Meanwhile, the society will be holding its monthly programme at either the Village Hall or Reading Room. These talks
and meetings are advertised in the ‘What’s on, Where and When’
page.
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News and Views from our Village School
Spring has now truly arrived at Chillerton and Rookley Primary School with a plethora of daffodils that brighten up our wildlife
area and, of course, newly born lambs in the surrounding fields.
This is an important time of year when the children and staff reflect
on their learning and think about their next targets to move learning
forward.
In January, we welcomed a new member of staff to teach in
Reception and Year 1 (Nicola Thomas) and her enthusiasm certainly helped us
to launch fully into exploring China. This topic ended in the celebration of the
Chinese New Year with fire crackers in the playground (otherwise known as
party poppers)! The children also participated in Bird Watch and enjoyed
identifying British birds. WWII was studied in the older year groups, and the
amazing display of children’s project work and impressive writing in the corridor
illustrates the depth of their knowledge and understanding.
The World Book Day was enjoyed by all and again, the costumes were
fabulous. Our Chair of Governors, Alison Child, was press-ganged into the
unenviable task of judging winning costumes from each class – I was more
than relieved that this was not my job! This year, we had a multi-cultural
themed day and the reading texts were selected to reflect the diversity of
writers from around our world. Texts ranged from war-torn Lebanon, children
from Outer Mongolia, poetry from the Caribbean, and a girl from a Kenyan
village.
Keeping with this multi-cultural theme, our Carnival Club, now in its
second year, will work on costume designs inspired by India for the Mardi Gras
in June. This theme will be linked with artwork in the classes in the summer
term, and may even infiltrate our Scarecrow contributions.
Mindfulness is certainly in the news at the moment and we take the
health and well-being of all the school community seriously. So for a week, our
school became a zone of calmness and serenity as the children and staff
donned their slippers and used music and relaxation techniques to produce a
purposeful but calm learning environment. Yoga, outdoor-learning and visitors
from the health sector during the week, reminded us all that we need to look
after ourselves in body and soul, as well as the environment. We completed
the week with a session of using “pedal power” to make a Smoothie. Adults
were also invited to pedal at the end of the day!
Towards the end of this term, our budding musicians
will entertain us with their talents and I am looking forward to
hearing the ukuleles being played in public for the first time!
We are also looking forward to the “notorious” egg rolling
competition, and an Easter Garden design competition during the last week – not looking forward to the judging though
(any volunteers?). Wishing you all a Happy Easter.
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Focus On……
What are your connections with the Parish? We first lived here in 2003 at
Chillerton Farm Barns and always wanted to return. So we came back this time
to Glencoe Cottages.
What’s your occupation? I’ve been an Architectural Technician for 15 years.
Yes, I do enjoy it and I am especially interested in older properties and the more
traditional construction techniques.
Best and worst things about living here? The best thing is, of course, the
surrounding countryside - not sure there is a ‘worst’.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your Specialized
Subject? Surfing.
What’s your favourite holiday destination? I went to Mexico in 1998 with
friends that I had previously lived with in Australia. It had always been somewhere I imagined to be a really exciting place to visit; the opportunity came up
to go so we (friends) met up in San Diego and spent the next six months
travelling down and up the west coast of Mexico. As you'd expect, the food was
fantastic. I'd love to go back with Zoë and the girls one day...
Do you have an unusual hobby? Popping-up pubs…..that’s pretty unusual!
If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
would have chosen Gene Wilder.

I

What’s your favourite food? I don’t really have one favourite - just lots of
desserts!!!
What’s the best Christmas present you’ve ever received? And the worst?
Best - first surfboard. Worst – ANOTHER set of drill bits.
Do you think there should be a bridge connecting the Island to the
mainland or not? No bridge, thank you very much.
Favourite film? The Great Escape. From a young age this was my favourite
film. I think the heroics of all the men involved (not just Steve McQueen on his
motorbike) touched my imagination.
Favourite comedian? Ronnie Barker. Whether it was his sit-coms or sketch
shows, he always had a very dry, natural, wit. His use of the English language
worked so well with his great facial expressions.
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Favourite piece of music/musician? It’s hard to pick one but Don’t Think
Twice, It’s Alright by Bob Dylan is right up there, as is the whole The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan album.
Which newspaper do you read? If I ever get one, then it would be The
Telegraph – for the sports pages.
What is “Must-See” TV for you? If I get the chance, then I like to watch The
Six Nations Rugby.
Do you have any pets? Not at the moment…
When was the last time you rode a bike? To January’s market at the Village
Hall.
Bacon sandwich- white or brown bread? Red or brown sauce? Buttered
bread or dry? White, red and buttered.
What was the last book you read? The Hobbit.
What’s the last film you saw at the cinema? The Hobbit.
Do you like Marmite? Yes.
What is your earliest memory? Can’t remember!
If you could, would you go back in time or forward into the future? Go
back. I'd like to go back to the time when this house was being built, and to
witness first-hand how the village, at that time, looked and felt.
Have you had a life-changing experience? Can you tell us about it?
I fractured my skull when I was 21. It certainly changed the course my life was
following at the time, and I’m often reminded of the differences in my personality following the injury. It was a hard time for my family and friends but I wouldn’t
be where I am today without the help of my family and friends. I think life is
about what you can give.
Who would be your perfect dinner guests? My late grandparents, so they
could meet my children.
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly Come Dancing? Strictly Come Dancing, so I can dress up! You can't beat a bit of dressing
up for a party - I do a great Mexican! I think the outfit is tucked away in the loft
somewhere, ready for the next time...!
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If you were an animal- what would you like to be and why? An eagle. The
views must be fantastic!
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? Give it
back – it’s all about Karma, man.
What is your most embarrassing moment? I’m not sure I could single one
out – there’s been a few.
Do you prefer to ring or text? Ring.
Would you consider cosmetic surgery? No.
What is your greatest fear? Being burnt.
Who would you like to be stuck in a lift with? A lift technician!
Who would you NOT like to be stuck in a lift with? Mr Tickle.
What car would you like to own? The black F reg VW Golf GTI I foolishly
sold.
Have you ever lied about your age? Probably.
Do you believe in ghosts/aliens? I’d like to see one to believe in one.
Which item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert island?
A fast boat home.
When are you at your happiest? When I’m with my family.
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase? A big present
for Zoë and the girls.
What do you most dislike about yourself? Indecisiveness, and I don’t read
enough.
Have you ever been skinny-dipping? Yes.
Best Parish memory? The first Pop-inn at Glencoe Cottage.
How would you like to be remembered? For getting things done and being
a good Dad.
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It’s a Dog’s Life in Chillerton!
…after a hard day… bath-time
for Bella Holloway…

…and a snooze on the sofa
for Leo Webster!

Pampered pooches? Certainly NOT!! Let us have photos of your own
four-legged friends, and we’ll try to include them.

The Chillerton Players (Woodwind Group)
We've had to cancel some meetings owing
to conditions like freezing
fog, icy roads, and extreme
cold, but when we do meet,
sometimes at Garn Lane,
all is enjoyable. Monday
morning sessions are relaxed and usually musically productive, even though
we may be clad in overcoats and wearing mittens when in the Village Hall. A
cheering gem of music is Scott Joplin's Easy Winner, which warms everyone!
The photo shows four of the group: Miriam, Helen Rapley, George
Marsh, and Helen Davies. Helen R. (second on the right) has taken over the
playing of Jill's treasured bass clarinet which she can no longer effectively
manage.... the bass sounds produced are so rich, and it is great not to miss
them any longer.
Activity is beginning near the bird-box outside - twitterings competing
with us. Spring is coming!
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The annual display of snowdrops, especially
visible in St Olave’s Lower Churchyard, herald the
arrival of Spring. Usually, a multitude of primroses
follow and then we know that Spring has really
arrived. Before thinking about Spring and the associated activities of the church, a quick mention must
be made to recall the joyful celebrations held in
church last Christmas. It was good to see so many
people celebrating Christ’s Birth at the Carol Service, the Crib Service, Midnight Communion and
Christmas Day.
The generous Christmas Offerings (£636 in
total) were split between The Bus Shelter and The
Salvation Army.
It was also a great joy to welcome Chillerton and Rookley School to the
church for their Christmas Presentation. Those who made Christmas wreaths
in church, under guidance, also had a very informative and jolly time ( hopefully
to be repeated this year).
Visitors to the church may have wondered about the erected scaffolding (now gone). That was to enable repairs to the leaking gully between the
Nave and the Chancel. There are still some internal repairs to be done on the
Chancel side. Shortly, there will also be some activity around the trees in the
churchyard. These have been officially assessed for safety reasons, and some
gentle lopping will take place. This is aside from our next Churchyard Tidy-Up
scheduled for April 22nd (volunteers welcomed).
Concerns have also been raised about what should be put on graves.
In future, only fresh flowers will be allowed. The vicar will reserve the right to
remove anything not deemed to be in keeping with a Country Churchyard - his
advice may be sought.
A lovely new light has been erected, halfway along the newly refurbished pathway, to give added illumination on dark winter evenings.
Services continue as usual, as do the Bible Study Group which meets
on Wednesdays at the home of Peter and Jane Lee from 10.30am, and also
the Prayer Group Meeting in church on the first Monday in the month at 10am.
Everybody is very welcome at all of these.
Everybody is also welcome (and encouraged to come in order to hear
reports and express their views) at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on
April 26th in Chillerton Village Hall.
Sadly, our Treasurer, Roger Shepherd, has been unwell for some
months, so we are very grateful to Tony Taylor for keeping our accounts in
good order during his absence.
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Church Service dates to especially note are:
The All Age Worship on Mothering Sunday
(March 26th), presentation of floral posies and goodies after the service and, of course, the Easter Services: Maundy Thursday (April 13th) at 7pm. ..... Good
Friday (April 14th) at 10.30am......Easter Day (April
16th) at 11am.
Two other dates to make a note of, and
hopefully support: a Clothes Sale in church on May
6th from 10am until 2.30pm. Good-quality, Pre-Loved
Clothes to be had at bargain prices, and a Soup
Lunch in church on May 13th with donations going to
Christian Aid.
Details of both will be on notice boards in
church and in the village, or from Liz Taylor 721086.

If you can spare a couple of hours on
Saturday April 8th from 10am
to help with a spring-clean of the church, then please
go along - your help would be greatly appreciated …
and rewarded with ‘elevenses!’

The Rev Marcus Bagg can be contacted on 01983
718908 about any issues and welcomes enquiries about
baptisms and marriages.
Please note that his day off is usually Friday, but if you
leave him a message, he will ring you back.

First Sunday
Second Sunday
Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday
Fifth Sunday

11am
11am
6.30pm
11am
11am
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Holy Communion
All-Age Worship
Evensong
Holy Communion
Service format may vary

Home Thoughts from A “Broad”!
I was enchanted the first time I visited the Caverns, located just 30
minutes from my house, as I wended my way down through the natural
entrance and into the vast cathedral-like space called The Big Room. Someone
once described it as “the Grand Canyon with a roof”. Yes, if the Grand Canyon
were decorated by Disney!
After enchantment came amazement, as we sat at sunset right by that
same natural opening, experiencing millions upon millions of bats flying out of
the cave, spiraling up and around until they headed off into the desert twilight
for a night of insect hunting, in such numbers that they looked like smoke. In
fact, it was exactly this smoky illusion that caused the original discovery of the caves in the 1920s, when
a cowboy out on the range thought
he had spotted a fire in the distance.
Closer inspection showed the real
cause to be unbelievable numbers
of bats flying seemingly directly out
of the ground, and thus the spectacular Carlsbad Caverns were discovered. The bats do a wonderful job of
consuming mosquitoes, etc., but
roost in the Caverns only during the
summer months, then head south to
spend winter in warmer climes.
Which brings me to the subject of the weather – a topic near and dear,
I believe, to most Brits’ hearts. While ex-pats often joke that England has two
seasons - winter and a week in August - at least there is some predictability in
British weather. Here in New Mexico, temperatures fluctuate so wildly that it’s
often impossible to know from one day to the next what to expect. I cite last
week (mid-February as I write this) as proof: on Tuesday it was balmy and
warm with temps in the mid 70’s (around 24°C) … yet on Wednesday IT
SNOWED!
In summer, the daytime high can reach 120°F (49°C) but drop 50
degrees (°F) once the sun has set. One wonderful result of our extreme desert
climate is that the night sky tends to be crystal clear and cloudless, allowing for
amazing views of the constellations and a ringside seat for eclipses. For this
reason, quite a few astronomy labs are located here, and it’s perhaps why (as
I mentioned in the last newsletter) the aliens were checking out nearby Roswell
before crash-landing!
I am lucky, though, to escape the sizzling summers of the American
Southwest when I return each year to the cool green meadows and refreshing
(oh ok, usually downright freezing) waters of the Isle of Wight. Drought is often
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a problem in New Mexico - we have gone up to 8 months without any precipitation – so I don’t even mind the inevitable rainy days in England. For a short
time I trade prairie dogs, vast lonely ranchland, dry arroyos, and sagebrush, for
red squirrels, muddy bridleways, impossibly narrow two-way lanes, and windblown rocky coves; and my heart is lightened and my soul restored, for yet
another year, by the beauty of the island I love.
Jane grew up in Bonchurch and attended Sandown Grammar School. Her parents
resided in Chillerton for nearly 40 years. Jane currently lives in Carlsbad, New
Mexico, USA, and can be reached at TheNomadBrit@yahoo.com

As many of you will know, sadly Bill Murdoch passed away recently. So many
people have such fond memories and recollections of Bill, that Lyn and her
family are putting them all together. Lifelong friend to them both, and speaking
for all of us, Rob Marshall gives us his thoughts….
I first met Bill and Lyn at a dance at the
Eastcliff Club in Shanklin about sixty years ago,
when their cheerful companionship was immediately apparent. Since then I have valued the continuing friendship with them, and shared their
pleasure as Ian’s career blossomed, and his family
grew.
Dogs were an important part of Bill’s life
and he was usually accompanied by at least one
when he was engaged in his farming activities.
Although fully occupied with agriculture, he
was a perpetual student, He was keen to make
use of his knowledge of the French language and regularly attended groups
with similar interest. His knowledge of classical music was deep and varied.
As a frequent helper in village activities, he was Show Day Cashier at
the annual show. Here, with a cheerful smile, he dealt coolly with the avalanche
of coins which flowed in from the stall-holders.
Bill continued to live on the farm after retirement and it must have
grieved him deeply when his failing mobility necessitated a move to Blackwater.
That he made the best of the situation showed in his demeanour, for whenever
I visited him, he was always in good spirits and ready for a laugh.
This resilient side to his nature was evident right until a few days before
he died, and the friendly relationship he had with patients and staff will long be
remembered.
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News from your IW Ward Cllr Bob Seely
Dear Chillerton and Gatcombe residents,
I have two items of news for you this month:Budget
At the last Full Council meeting Councillors agreed a budget for the
next twelve months. Council tax will go up by some 4.99 percent. That works
out at £1.19p per week for a band C taxpayer, although only half of the total
number of Council taxpayers will pay the full amount.
Sad to say, but the Council felt that it had no choice but to make the
rise. The overall financial settlement for the Island remains an extremely
painful one. The Council needs to find another £20 million in savings over the
next three years, approximately £7.5 million each for the next two years and a
further £5 million after that.
We are amongst the worst hit councils in the country. This is for a
series of reasons:Firstly- and most immediately - is the reduction in central Government
funding to councils. We have lost some £35 million in funding since 2011.
Secondly- over the past fifty years we have, as an Island, focused on
increasing our population rather than developing a sustainable economy –
building houses rather than creating jobs. Even our tourism economy has been
over-reliant on the short tourist season. That means our business tax base is
small and can’t compensate for the loss of central government funding currently taking place.
Thirdly- the cost of providing adult social care is increasing, year on
year, exponentially, as costs rise and the number of elderly people in the Island
goes up. Adult social care already accounts for 58 percent of the Council’s
budget.
The risk over the next two or three years is that almost all discretionary
spending will be cut, with the Council spending only on non-discretionary
services. Therefore our challenge is to find ways of working with the voluntary
sector as well as developing new sources of funding from other grant and
revenue streams to make every pound of public money go further.
We will do our best both to increase our funding streams and to work
with voluntary groups to protect services.
Pop-Inn
Thank you to all who organized and helped make the Pop-Inn yet
another success. Happily, it will be making an appearance again during Chillerton’s (almost) world famous scarecrow competition. The Pop-Inn is a really
lovely night out. For residents who haven’t joined in the past, do please try to
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attend during the Scarecrow Festival, and spread the word throughout the
Island to friends and visitors too.
Finally, elections are coming up on 4th May, so
this is the last newsletter from me as your County Councillor, until either you re-elect me (I am standing again) or
elect someone else. However you vote, please do, and it
has been a pleasure to serve as your representative to the
Council and to have had the opportunity to be engaged in
public life on the Island on your behalf.
Thank you Cllr Robert Seely
Isle of Wight Councillor for Central Wight
07714 750 151 or bob.seely@ymail.com
twitter: ioWBobSeely

Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners,
Pre-School & Extended School
The pre-school children had a lovely trip to the Lord Louis Library this
term - the children enjoyed choosing their own books to take back to read at
pre-school.
All of the children helped to make pancakes for Shrove
Tuesday, and they all took turns to flip the pancakes up in the
air! They all had lots of fun and the pancakes tasted yummy too!
The whole school has also celebrated World Book Day
recently and it was great to see everyone dressed in their
favourite book character costumes.
In the next few weeks, we have a trip planned to visit Mr Burden at
Upper Rill Farm, to see the lambs. As the season begins to change, we will be
looking for other signs of spring around the school grounds too. And at the end
of term, we will be egg-rolling and having Easter celebrations too.
We are also having a Jumble Sale at school on
Saturday 18th March from 10am until noon.
Everyone is very welcome, so do come along and have a rummage!
All donations of good quality clothes, toys, books and bric-a-brac
would be very gratefully received. Please drop it off at school on
Friday 17th March between 3pm and 5pm.
All funds raised will go to the school.
Contact Chris Sweatman 721207 /
chrissweatman@hotmail.co.uk
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New Year’s Eve 2016
A New Year’s Eve evening
walk is something we've often done
with friends, usually around St Catherine’s Lighthouse, and finishing with a
drink in The Buddle Inn. This time we
decided to do a similar thing, but to
keep it local. So, after dropping a line to
Jill Webster to ping out an ‘ad’ on the ‘YPM interweb’, we rustled-up a merry
band of revellers to join us for a stroll, followed by drinks and nibbles at the
Reading Room.
The weather was neither good nor bad, a little misty perhaps, but
comfortably mild - great for the little ones not getting too cold. We all arranged
to meet early in the evening, but late enough for darkness, under the light by
the brook at the bottom of the village.
So, with us all suitably illuminated, whether it be by torch, by lamp, by
lantern or simply Christmas lights wrapped around Sam's head, then we were
ready. But where was Doug? Running over Ramsdown is where Doug was!!
Behind schedule, but determined to make it, and out of the darkness he
appeared! The lights were clicked on and off we went like something out of The
Lord Of The Rings - a fellowship eager to overcome whatever lay before them.
The winter season's weather had been kind last year so it was a
relatively mud-free walk up the lane and along the path into the copse. Our very
own journey to middle earth was now getting exciting and we moved cautiously
through the darkness to make it out of the woods on the other side. After a
quick head count (just to make absolutely sure we hadn't lost a child along the
way), it was down the hill, along Garn Lane and into the Reading Room where
Steve and friends were waiting to greet the posse on their return from the
wilderness.
It was supposed to be only a short après-walk affair, but as these things
seem to have a habit of doing, (especially on New Year’s Eve) it went on a bit
longer than planned. I blame the children really - playing cards all night and
drinking endless cups of hot chocolate. I guess when you're that age and still
being up with mum and dad and friends, it's just so exciting!
All in all, I think everyone really enjoyed themselves, so if you're around
later this year for another New Year’s Eve stomp, then get your lantern ready
for a journey over the hill, into the darkness and beyond…

Chillerton Club
The Reading Room
Mondays and Saturdays - 8pm to 11pm.
Bingo - second and fourth Fridays, starting at 7pm.
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Pastures New…!
We moved away from Chillerton at the start of February, almost exactly
12 years to the day since we moved in. After a few temporary complications,
we should be in our new house in Northamptonshire before long.
There are many good memories of our time in Chillerton; in no particular order, things that come to mind are meeting a badger whilst dog-walking
with Bob in Hollow Lane on a very, very dark morning; the smell of wild garlic
at the right time of year; delivering newsletters with the kids, Francis and
Annabel when they were younger - when they were still OK to run down
people’s paths in the style of James Bond, or a shot-putter (or whatever else I
could think of!). We’ll miss the quizzes (which I swear we used to win more
often, ‘back in the day’!).
Both kids enjoyed going to the local school, and we enjoyed being part
of school governors’ meetings, school plays, and parents’ evenings. And, on
my part, and usually in the same place, parish council meetings, and arguing
over the cost of dog bins, and how frequently the hedges should be cut.
We all enjoyed the May Days, horticultural shows, the Scarecrow
Festivals - and Julie and I enjoyed being part of the organization committee for
that. Festival and Bestival music late at night was always good, and being
tucked up in bed, half an hour after seeing The Rolling Stones close whichever
year’s Festival that was, was a bit surreal!
We got used to people forever asking “where’s Chillerton?” and enjoyed driving home from work on Christmas Eve, listening to radio reports of
traffic jams on the M25, M1, M4…
And then there was grass-mowing….endless grass-mowing! And the
lovely walks taking in the brook, the birds, the sheep, horses, sometimes
hounds, bikes, walkers and runners.
And of course I must mention being “sacked” from the Chillerton and
Gatcombe News for offending someone or other in a ‘Rich Tollen’ article! Yes,
I can reveal now that Rich Tollen was my pseudonym! An anagram, as some
of you may have worked out, of Chillerton!
We Walked the Wight, either in its entirety or halves (I got all defensive
on one occasion when someone along the way made disparaging remarks
about Chillerton!), and Annabel and I did the night version, getting lost in the
process!
All-in- all, we were so lucky to have a lovely house, a great place to
bring up kids, friendly neighbours……. not too bad at all really!
Most of what we will remember about Chillerton will be very positive,
and we hope the new inhabitants of Longfield House, Colin and Gillian, enjoy
it as much as we did.

Thank you to Annabel for all her contributions to the newsletter over
the years… we’ll miss them! Ed.
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.. and Good Luck to Pat and Ed Dench!
We moved to Chillerton in 1984, from Knaphill in Surrey, when Ed was
transferred to work with Plessey at their branch in Cowes. At the time it was a
blessing; we had our then, young daughter, Natalie, who is autistic and has
other medical conditions, and it followed Ed's first heart attack the previous
year. We, unintentionally, spent the next thirty two years there - always intending to move on sooner, but never making it.
The Island was a familiar place to me, and had always been a part of
my childhood, as my late father's family go back to when records were first
kept; his cousin, Lesley Downer, was once Headteacher at Chillerton School.
My mother's family moved to the Island when she was two, and her grandfather
was landlord of The White Lion, at Arreton. Later, my grandmother ran Smeeds
(the wine shop) in Newport. My earliest memories are of standing in the
upstairs bay window, watching the Newport Carnival come down through St
James's Square!
Mum and Dad left the Island when war broke out. Dad was in the Royal
Artillery and Mum was in the WAAF. Their paths were destined to cross though,
as Mum was also a singer, and sang to the troops. One night, Dad was in the
audience and he asked to be introduced to the girl in the long white dress.
Hence their romance began, and they were married just before Dad was sent
to Normandy for the D-Day landings. Mum was the first war bride to wear Lady
Roosevelt’s wedding dress, which was one of the many loaned by America's
leading ladies.
I spent many school holidays on the Island, staying with one grandmother or the other. Ed and I even spent our first wedding anniversary on the
Island, camping at The Wishing Well. We decided there and then that we would
never live on the Island, as you could go round it in a day!! Nine years on and
we found ourselves excitedly looking forward to life on the Isle of Wight.
We didn't plan to live in Chillerton, but the Estate Agent rang us and
said there was a lovely bungalow, built by the builder for himself, which had just
come on the market. We were the first to view it, and we decided to buy it. It
has been a lovely home to us for all these years.
Chillerton has been a good place to live, and we leave with many fond
memories. In the early days, Natalie joined the Brownies, Guides, and Sunday
School. We also had a Golden Retriever called Holly, and loved all the downland walks with her.
We have loved the peace and tranquility of Chillerton, the lovely rural
setting, the countryside and beautiful views, the joy of seeing a baby badger
staring through the window of our lounge, and watching two dog badgers strut
across the lawn at sunset, the pipistrelle bats on a summer's evening, and the
woodpecker taking ants out of the garden bank.
Special memories include our dog, Holly, winning the prize for 'The Dog
the Judge would most like to take Home' at the Chillerton Show; one of Alan
Taylor's cows falling, from the field behind, into our back garden, and then
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trying to get it down the steps and back to the field; the flock of sheep that came
up and filled the drive one day; the Scarecrow Festival and the sight of the
Gatcombe hounds being exercised through the village.
We will miss, in particular, our longest and oldest neighbour, Renee
Watterson, our neighbours, Linda and Colin Weeks, on the other side, and
good friends, Adrienne and John Horne. However, we are not far away - we
have moved to Ryde to be nearer our daughter, Natalie, who now lives in a
residential home. We love our new home here, and the lovely sea views.
Chillerton is not far away - we will be back, as visitors!!
We hope that Kim, Kevin, and Bilbo will be as happy in Mimosa as we
were!

Please keep saving your Stamps!
Thank you once more to everybody for saving their used stamps
(and old and no longer needed spectacles) for me. Please keep up the
great work! I am very happy to come and collect them from you so please
ring me on 721542 to arrange a time to suit you.

Local Area Co-ordination supports people (adults and children) with
disabilities, mental health needs and older people to:

● Think about what a ‘good life’ might look like for them, by spending time
talking about their life and what might make it better.
● Identify their strengths, gifts, skills and passions and how they might use
them within their community.
● Access, find and use a range of information.
● Develop relationships and community links through support. Meet new
people and reconnect with old friends.
● Get their voice heard and help to speak to professionals and services.
● Take actions to make life better through thinking about and taking practical steps to make changes.
● Be more involved in their community through finding out about local activities
and opportunities.
Local Area Co-ordinators will work with you to achieve what YOU want
out of your life. If you feel you would like to speak with a Local Area Coordinator, why not give them a call or drop them an email (Heidi Bierton
(Heidi.Bierton@iow.gov.uk) - 07807159651).
We are currently supporting people in Gunville, Carisbrooke, Shorwell,
Chillerton, Gatcombe, Calbourne, Brighstone, Brook, Porchfield, Newtown and
Parkhurst and are looking to cover the whole Island in future.
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Recently, I have been working with the Parish Council and the unpaid work team from the Probation Service (or
Restorative Justice) to plan and carry out much needed
repairs to the play park in Chillerton. We have a proposed
starting date of March 9th and the work is estimated to take
five or six days, over a two week period.
As part of the works, the safety matting under the
equipment will be lifted and re-laid. Repairs will also be undertaken, where
required, to the play equipment itself, and the equipment will be repainted or re
stained.
It is good to report that I have not received any more reports of
dog-fouling in recent weeks. Perhaps the leaflet drop and signage posted
around the village have contributed to the improvement. I would like to thank
the residents for forwarding information to me, via the parish clerk, regarding
this issue, which was a great help .
I make a point of visiting both Gatcombe and Chillerton every week.
Generally all is well, and I work with Island Roads and Amey to address any
issues I come across.
Please contact me via the parish clerk if there are any issues which you
would like me to look into.

The Chillerton Book Group
2017 has started sadly owing to the passing of ex-member, Bill Murdoch. He will be greatly missed as he offered many interesting ideas when he was
with us, and who can forget his perfect reading of the French poem, L’Ange
Gardien! The group's thoughts are with Lyn and her family.
Illness has depleted our numbers recently, though two meetings have
successfully been held: January's, at Carolyn's home, when we enjoyed discussing Joanna Trollope's, Balancing Act; and February's, when Walking in My
Sleep, by Jane Chichester, provided entertaining discussion..
THERE WILL NOT BE A MEETING IN MARCH, but we start again on
April 11th, at Roslin, when the novel selected is, Sea of Lost Love, by Sante
Montefiore.
If you would like to join us, please ring Jill 721247 or
Lyn 721662.
We are sorry that other commitments will rob us of
Harriet's company for a while and hope that she will be able
to return, if only occasionally.
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch

PC Tim Campany and PCSOs Justin Keefe and Stephen Oatley are our
Safer Neighbourhood Team. Fortunately we don’t need to call them often but if
you do, their contact details are on page 37.

There was a slightly disappointing response to the SNT questionnaire
(delivered with the Winter Chillerton and Gatcombe News) but hopefully this
means that residents generally have no issues which they’d like addressing.
As a result of comments from one resident, No-Cold-Calling stickers
are now available from Jill Webster.
Monthly crime statistics are available online - go to www.police.co.uk
and put in your postcode to find out about local crime.

YOUR PARISH MATTERS!
In the last three months, YPM has been able to keep people up to date
with their newspaper deliveries (welcome back to Keith!), passed on information from the IWAlert service, created lots of interest in St Olave’s forthcoming
clothes sale, let you all know about last-minute events and successfully rehomed a sack of dahlia tubers…. as yet though, the pair of glasses found near
Loverstone Lane are still unclaimed.
YPM is a free service for individuals, clubs, associations, etc. so if you
have anything going on that you think people should be aware of, any questions you’d like to ask, just let me know the
details and we can send it out to the community.
Apologies if you sometimes receive a YPM email
and an IWAlert email too… but better to have it
twice than not at all.
If you’d like to start receiving YOUR
PARISH MATTERS! emails, just send me an
email letting me know.
(jill.webster@outlook.com)
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Community Defibrillator
The defibrillator is contained in a box on the school wall and is very easy
to use - it talks you through what to do.
1. Dial 999 – Location PO30 3EP –
Chillerton and Rookley School.
2. Take the defibrillator out of the casing.
3. Take it to the patient.
3. The defibrillator unit will talk you through what to
do next (for example there are separate pads for
children and for adults).
4. Ambulance arrives!
MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ Steve Holloway and Jane Buckholz, and to our
faithful team of deliverers - Steve, Peni, Felicity, Simon,
Georgina, Gillian, Carolyn, Lorna, and Harriet - for braving
all weathers to get the newsletters to you!!
DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News is produced by a team of volunteers. All
articles and advertisements are taken in good faith. We cannot take
responsibility for any legal queries resulting from these. Submitted articles
do not necessarily reflect our views. We reserve the right not to
print submitted articles.

Alterations by Jenny
Seamstress for
Ladies & Gentlemen.
All dress-making,
curtains etc.

Tel. 721269 or
07979787972
Lansdown Gdns.
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DOCTORS
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27, Pyle St., Newport.
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport.
CHEMISTS
Boots
124-126 High St., Newport.
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Newport.
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,
Newport.
ST OLAVE’S CHURCH, GATCOMBE
Rev. Marcus Bagg, 56, Castle Rd., Newport. PO30 1DP

522150
840626
523525
522198
522595
522346
522638
718908

HOSPITAL
St Mary’s, Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

524081

POLICE (Non-Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany - tim.campany@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Justin Keefe - justin.keefe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Stephen Oatley - stephen.oatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Jill Webster
- jill.webster@outlook.com

721483

CHILLERTON & ROOKLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Main Rd., Chillerton - admin.chillerton@lineone.net

721207

LIBRARY
Lord Louis Library, Orchard St., Newport.

527655

MOBILE LIBRARY
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe.
Three-week rotation. Details on - libraries@iow.gov.uk

203880

BUS INFORMATION
Southern Vectis - www.islandbuses.info

827000

REFUSE & RECYCLING
www.iwight.com

821000
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Your Parish Council
Parish Clerk
Maxine Yule

01983 639449

maxyule@gmail.com
293, Arctic Road, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7PJ

Chairman
Gillian Belben
Vice Chair
Sue Barber

01983 721519

gb.cgparish@gmail.com

01983 721128

sb.cgparish@gmail.com

Steve Rowntree

01983 721567

steverowntree@hotmail.co.uk

Phil Slater

01983 721282

ps.cgparish@gmail.com

Juliet Davies

01983 721448

jd.cgparish@gmail.com

Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
Parish Council meetings are held at Chillerton & Rookley Primary
School, and start at 7pm unless otherwise stated.
April 3rd
(Inc. Annual Parish
Meeting)

Wednesday May 10th
(Inc. Annual Meeting)

June 5th
(Village Hall)

(Village Hall)
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This newsletter is delivered free of charge to all residents of the
parish of Chillerton and Gatcombe.
If you live outside the parish and would still like a copy then we
will be very happy to send you an email copy free of charge, or
a hard copy via the post for £1 to cover the additional costs.
Please contact the editor.

Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe News from as little as £15
for one year (four issues). For more information please ring Steve
Holloway on 721654 or email steve@median-accountancy.co.uk
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– SPRAKE BUILDING SERVICES –
– SPRAKE DEVELOPMENTS LTD –
Tel: (01983) 525574
Mobile: 07889 035858
12, CYPRESS RD., NEWPORT, IW. PO30 1EY
NEW DWELLINGS * RENOVATIONS
EXTENSIONS * GENERAL BUILDING
FITTED KITCHENS * ROOFING
CARPENTRY

