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Mid-summer already! It doesn’t seem
five minutes since we were putting the Christmas lights away (for some, it wasn’t!!) yet before
too much longer, we’ll notice that the days are
getting shorter……. BUT, in the meantime, while
the weather is hot and sunny, what better way to spend an hour than with your
feet up, in the shade, a cup of tea (or something a little stronger!) and your C&G
News!!??
What do we have for you this time then? A world exclusive, no less!! A
massive ‘scoop’!! Well, maybe not quite on that scale, but the first ‘proper’
interview with the Island’s new MP, Bob Seely. Not a bad coup for our little
village newsletter!!
So, we’ve given Focus On a break this time, but it will be back in the
autumn. We’d love to hear from you with your suggestions for future ‘victims’!!
Can you believe that the C&G News has just celebrated its TENTH
anniversary? To celebrate this, I received a roll of tin foil! By way of revenge, I
presented Steve Holloway with copies of all forty issues, and asked him to give
us a ‘Reduced Shakespeare Company-like’ whistle-stop review of the last ten
years! Which he did… and I am sure you will enjoy it! No doubt you will have
your own special memories…. we’d love to hear those.
We have some lovely contributions from our budding ‘cub’ reporters, as
well as all the usual news and information from around the parish.
Finally, following yet another successful Scarecrow Festival, peace and
calm have descended once more upon our sleepy little parish. Hopefully, the
festival will materialize once more…… like Brigadoon… in another two years!!

(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email jill.webster@outlook.com)

Thank you to Rosemary Savin and Daphne Anderson
for their very kind contributions towards the costs of
producing the newsletter.
Rosemary and Daphne are nieces of Roy and Dorothy
Westmore, and love to receive the e-copy of the C&G
News… wherever they are in the world!
And if you are reading this outside our parish, make
sure you let us know ‘where in the world’ you are!
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Ten Years of the C&G News!
Is it really possible that ten years have gone by since Chillerton and
Gatcombe’s very own newsletter first hit our doormats? Started as a joint
initiative with the Parish Council, the newsletter’s objective, under editor Jill
Webster, was to produce a self-funding publication which would be delivered,
free of charge, to every household in the parish, four times each year. In an era
when every printed journal in the world pretty much runs at a loss, this was no
small goal.
So, ten years down the line, how is it doing? Pretty well to be honest.
Speaking as the treasurer, I can report that the newsletter has enviable
financial security, with enough in reserve to produce two years’ of newsletters,
even if no new money was raised.
Most of our funding comes from our loyal advertisers and this is
supplemented by spare funds raised by the village quiz nights. In addition to
funding the newsletter, we have also been able to organise and pay for two
May Day events, contribute to a school summer fete, host a group of children
from Chernobyl for a day in the village, and pay for equipment and printing for
the 100th anniversary of WW1, which was held at St Olave’s in 2014.
To celebrate Jill’s ‘baby’ (now approaching stroppy adolescence), I
thought a quick trip through the archives might be in order. How many of these
stories do you remember?
Issue 1 – Spring 2007
A call to arms (or pens at least!) by the late Parish Council chairman, Roy
Westmore, imploring residents to write directly to County Hall to insist a
footpath be instated for the length of the village. Sorry Roy, but we are no closer
I’m afraid.
Winter 2007
A warm welcome to new PCSO Justin Keefe. Justin is very much still with us
and has proved a friendly and invaluable help over the last 10 years.
Spring 2008
Long-term Parish Council chairman and all around
‘Mr Chillerton’, Roy Westmore dies and many messages of condolence and memories of Roy are
printed in the Newsletter. Sadly, Roy’s sister Dorothy was to pass just seven months later.
Autumn 2008
A consultation is started which may end up with the
closure of the village school. One positive legacy of
the imminent financial meltdown was the fact that
there was no longer any money with which to carry
out the re-organisation, and the school is now much
larger than it was in 2008.
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Winter 2008
In the first of many coups, Jill’s stalking pays off and Alan Titchmarsh agrees
to be the ‘Focus On’ victim. He struggles to choose between Pretty Woman and
The Railway Children as a favourite film. Don’t we all Alan …. don’t we all!
Summer 2009
IWC launches the One Million Blooms initiative. Chillerton chooses to spend its
allocation (after expert advice) on drought-resistant varieties for an area opposite the school. It rained rather a lot thereafter, the ‘blooms’ …. didn’t, but the
weeds sure did.
Autumn 2009
Following on from Alan Titchmarsh and Dame Ellen MacArthur, Jill bags Island
MP Andrew Turner for ‘Focus On’. If you are already asking Andrew who, then
you will find his answer to ‘How would you like to be remembered?’ refreshing.
He pointed out that very few politicians are remembered for long!
Summer 2010
In a bumper issue, we report that Chillerton’s attempt to claim independence
from Gatcombe fails narrowly, but the parish is renamed ‘Chillerton & Gatcombe’ rather than plain ‘Gatcombe’. We were unable to find anyone in
Gatcombe to comment, or at all, really. (Only joking!!).
This issue also covered the first May Day event in Chillerton for many years.
Much fun was had amongst the sunshine and hail-storms.
Spring 2011
‘Rich Tollen,’ an anonymous contributor, is unleashed on the unsuspecting
readers of C & G News. Many years later, but only after moving 200 miles north
of Chillerton, ‘Rich’ was unmasked as resident of Long Field House, Paul
Hutchings. In his short reign he managed to upset politicians, dog owners, and
farmers and threatened to single-handedly bring down the school catering
operation in what we still refer to as ‘Turkey Twizzler-gate.’
Summer 2011
This was the issue which heralded the success of the first Scarecrow Festival
in the parish. Congratulations to Doug and his team as I can report our
driveways are still crammed with sightseers six years later!
Spring 2013
Ward Councillor, Peter Bingham, announces his retirement through ill-health,
and Roslin resident, Bob Seely is announced as his successor. Four years
later, I am happy to report that Bob has progressed well and is ready for his
next move up the political ladder! As long as he doesn’t forget those he met on
his way up!
Spring 2014
For the first time, the C & G News drops its familiar season-themed colour
scheme in favour of a plain white cover with a single red poppy. This was to
commemorate the outbreak of the First World War and inside featured the
stories behind the names of the lost from the parish. In August, members of the
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parish gathered at St Olave’s to remember again, all those lost, in an evening
of readings by Chillerton and Gatcombe residents.
Autumn 2015
The monthly Saturday village market, held at the village hall, celebrates its
fourth birthday. A great achievement for those with the vision to start it and
those who have given up their time over the years.
Spring 2016
The first pop-up pub is reported in February. A fantastic success (and a lot of
hard work!) for the organisers. True to their word in 2016, they have kept
grafting and the Pop-Inn remains a feature in the village social calendar
Summer 2016
One of the more permanent features of the magazine over the years has been
the ‘Hilton Remembers’ series of articles, where life-long resident, Hilton Taylor
reminisced about his life on the Island and about Chillerton in particular. Hilton
died in May 2016 and many people wrote of their memories and sadness.
I think this a fitting place to end this look back, because it sums up what
the newsletter is about, I think. It records the small things that happen in a small
parish on a small island, but is by no means unimportant for doing so. These
40 snapshots are a village family album of people living and passed, ends of
some era and starts of new ones. Thanks Jill …on behalf of your readership
….. what you do, matters.

(It really IS a ‘team effort’ though! To the delivery team, our guardian
of apostrophes and commas, and especially to EVERYBODY who
contributes all of the interesting, amusing and informative articles…
thank YOU! Ed.)

Where in the World?

(Where are you reading your newsletter??!!

As an ex-Islander (I moved to Wales six years ago) I always love to visit
family back on the Island. On recent visits, I have been staying with my sister
in Chillerton. What a fabulous community you have! Everyone is so friendly and
there is a really lovely feel to your village. The Pop-Up pub, the lunches and
cake sales all add to this feel, and it’s so refreshing to see that you still have
Bingo and Keep Fit, so there really is something for everybody - old and young.
Living in the upper Swansea Valley, we are very lucky to also have an
excellent community spirit. In this day and age, mental health is very important,
so to have good friends and neighbours is literally a TONIC!
I really look forward to receiving your newsletter, and say thank you to
all who are involved - brilliant! Best wishes to all of you.
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KEEP FIT

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45pm.

BOOK CLUB

2nd Tuesday of the month. Roslin.

BINGO

2nd & 4th Fridays. Reading Room. 7pm.

CHILLERTON CLUB

Reading Room. Saturdays & Mondays. 8pm to 11pm.

MOTHER &
TODDLER GROUP

Fridays during term-time. Village Hall.
11.30am.

SCHOOL
July 1
July 7
July 13
July 25/ Sept 4
ST OLAVE’S
July 29
July 30
August 5
PARISH COUNCIL
July 4
July 16
August
September 5
QUIZ
August
HORT. SOC.
July 29
September 15
VILLAGE MARKET
July 1
August 5
September 2
CGCA
July 9
POP-INN
Mid-August

2pm.

9.30am to

Mardi Gras. 1pm.
Summer Fair. 2.30pm
Sports Day. Rookley Recreation Grounds.
Term finishes/term begins
Gift Day. 10am until noon.
Patronal Festival and Picnic.
Ritz-Style Afternoon Tea.
Meetings start at 7pm
St Olave’s Church, Gatcombe
Parish Clean-Up Day.
No meeting scheduled
Village Hall.
Chillerton School at 7.30pm
Date to be confirmed.
Reading Room at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
Flower Show. Chillerton Green. 2pm - 5pm.
AGM
Chillerton Village Hall. 10am to noon.
Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Parish Walk, Talk and Cream Tea.
Date and venue to be confirmed.
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Scarecrow Festival 2017
Time for me once again to say a huge thank you to everyone who took
part in our 2017 Scarecrow Festival and again produced such brilliant displays.
The standard of your exhibits and the amount of imagination and hard work that
you have again put into this event has been terrific.
My grateful thanks also go out to everyone who has helped to organise
this festival once again. Obviously I cannot mention everyone by name as
again there are dozens of you. From
the 26 or so people who served up
freshly home-baked cakes and
drinks in Aunt Sally's Tearoom, to all
of the people who actually spent
hours baking all those lovely cakes.
Then we have all those responsible for: road sign placement,
artwork and sign painting, poster distribution, poster printing, media advertising, catering, website support,
photography, door knocking and coordinating etc, etc.
(Before I go any further, cake bakers, please remember that we are
happy to reimburse you for the cost of your ingredients. Please let me have
your receipts by 30th June.)
Our judges this year were
Rachael Rosewell, the Deputy Editor
of the County Press, and her mum,
Diana, and again the judges found it
very difficult to come to their conclusions. Eventually they decided that
third place should go to Sham and
Loraine Payn for "Easy Rider". Kate
and Paul Wells, along with Felicity
and David Farnham, took second
place with their take on "Sing a Song
of Sixpence, whilst first place, and
the Anne Dent Memorial Cup, was awarded to a very delighted Cooke Family
for their brilliant "We Feed Them Well" display.
Once again, a fantastic display by the children of Chillerton and Rookley Primary School did not go unnoticed and they have been awarded a
"Certificate of Special Merit" for all their hard work.
Don't forget that, provided your scarecrow was up by the time that our
photographer came round, you can view a photograph of your masterpiece on
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or
our
website
by
punching
in
www.gallybagger.org.uk
www.gatcombeandchillertonscarecrows.co.uk You can also upload your own
photos onto Flickr and view what other people have placed on there.
Total takings for the event are not yet finalised, as at the time of writing
this article, there are still two days to go! The Autumn newsletter will hopefully
provide full details, including where money has been allocated within the parish.
Local parish groups are invited to submit requests for funding to the chair.
Don't forget to retain your scarecrows for entry into the Horticultural Summer Show on 29th July.
Thanks to The Gallybagger Inn for
opening throughout the festival, providing us
all with some great entertainment and filling
the Reading Room with happy revellers.
Last, but by no means least, I would
just like to reiterate what I have said in
previous years, that this festival is not about
competition or winning a prize, it is about
being a fun event, the smiles on the faces of
both children and adults alike and the great spirit that we are so lucky to have
in our community. For all of this, I thank you all for your support.
(07891136502 or doug.barber@zen.co.uk)
Thanks from Angie Newman (Catering Manageress of Aunt Sally’s Tea
Rooms) to everybody who volunteered their services, and to those who made
the wonderful cakes!!
The winner of the unofficial ‘Public Vote’ was the school’s scarecrows (with
mentions too for The Tin Man, Scarecrows for Dummies, and Bwave Cwows).

Year 2, dressed as scarecrows, making their scarecrows!
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Community Association
The very successful Race Night held several
weeks ago was enjoyed by everybody who came
along, and raised around £250. Thanks go to everybody who helped to organize it!
At the Village Hall, tongue-and-groove cladding is in place and painting is predominantly complete. The Village Hall is looking fine internally and,
this summer, work will commence on the exterior,
with a particular focus on the rear "black" wall.
In the Reading Room, new curtain poles
have replaced the "rickety rails" and curtains have
been washed and re-hung. In collaboration with The
Pop-Inn organisers, the Reading Room will continue
to use/store some Pop-Inn furniture, thereby increasing seating capacity and
maintaining some “Gallybagger” ambience.
The high quality of the "Match" snooker table has been further enhanced by moving the unused table heaters from under the far table and
installing them on the match table! For the second year running we were
selected as a neutral venue for a league final.
Chillerton's Snooker team came 3rd in the 2nd division, and Dan
Thompson was voted League Young Player of The Year.
Our Billiard team was mid-table, but was victorious in the knock-out
Plate Competition, beating Arreton. Team members were Andy Potts, Jamie
Sprake and Roger Packer.

Village Walk, Talk, Tea & Scones
Will you be feeling a little lost without the tennis on the middle
Sunday? Well, come and learn about the place you live in whilst
enjoying the strawberries and cream…
On Sunday 9th July, the Community Association invites you to a gentle
guided walk around the Parish starting at 2pm.
Then join us for a cream tea served on the Green at 4pm.
All are welcome, just for tea or the walk as well.
Adults £5.00
Children £2.50
Dogs FREE
Tickets can be purchased in advance from the Reading Room,
Village Hall or the Community Association Committee.
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News and Views from our Village School
Time has flown by this year and it’s amazing to think that we are now
in the final few weeks of the summer term. It is the time when we can all
celebrate the wonderful progress the children have made. This term, we
introduced the “Gritty Gruffalo Award” to acknowledge those children who show
real determination, perseverance and independence in their learning – true grit!
However, it is the combination of “grit”, enriching activities, supporting community events and outstanding teaching that gives our children the skills necessary to achieve in the world we live in.
School trips are a way of broadening the childrens’ interests and, certainly, Reception, Y 1s and
Year 2s children enjoyed their visit to a dairy farm
(Briddlesford). They were most intrigued to learn about
the bull who had three “girlfriends”, and how cows
were milked.
Year 3s and and 4s challenged themselves at
their outdoor activities residential trip to East Dene. A
major challenge was making their own beds! It was
great to see the team-work needed to learn new skills
(e.g. archery and lighting fires) and look after their
friends – for many of whom it was the first time away
from home.
Year 5s have spent time working alongside other children at one of our
Federated Schools and using the outdoor area for their learning, whilst Year 6s
rose to the challenge of SATs. We were all so proud of their hard work and
superb positive approach to their learning.
They were rewarded with a trip to Paultons
Park – great fun, and even I had a go on
some of the rides! Year 6s also had the
opportunity to attend the BAE Road Show.
Use of drones and how data is stored in
binary was presented. However, the robot
with its Tai Chi moves stole the day! Apparently I could buy one for a mere £6000.
The school is very fortunate to have
dedicated staff and a supportive community.
With this support, we have enjoyed raising
money for Cancer Research through the
Race for Life and, of course, who can forget
the scarecrows! We have had lovely feedback on the scarecrow display and the children were really pleased to be involved in
this community event.
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Although only a few weeks are left, we have many more learning and
fun activities planned and we hope to see you at some of them, such as the
Carnival club – Mardi Gras (1st July 1pm), our Summer Fair (Friday 7th July,
2.30 pm), and Sports Day at the Rookley Recreation and Sports Ground
(Thursday 13th July).
Thank you for all your support. I am certain with the dedication of the
staff, the amazing children and the support from family and friends, the school
will continue to thrive.
Deputy Headteacher

This was Gina’s last ‘school report’ for us as, in September, she
starts her new job as Head at St Saviour’s, Totland. We thank Gina
for all her reports, and wish her very well in her new job!!

On Yer Bikes, Ladies!!
Some of you may know that I had been training for this year’s Randonee. The day finally arrived, and a group of ten of us, including my sister, set
off. Due to my bike being heavy, (that’s my excuse and I am sticking to it!) I was
the slowest of the group, but everybody waited for me at each checkpoint. That
meant that, by the time I arrived, they had all had a nice rest and were ready to
set off again though!
It was hard work on my heavy bike, cycling mostly in low gear, especially going up all the hills in low gear.
Due to the floating bridge being out of action, we had to cycle an extra
10 miles, so in total that was 74 long and hard miles. But I made it, thanks to a
combination of determination, caffeine and flapjacks! Thank goodness for
Pro-Plus and definitely thank goodness for Chamois Cream…it does work!!
We started at 9am and didn’t finish until 6pm, a little slower than I did it twenty
years ago, but I did finish! Since then I’ve swapped my 14
kg bike for a 10 kg one…… you should see me go now!!!

… and what about Paula Poulter? Did she do it again?
YES!!! I DID do the Randonnee!!...all 74 miles of it!!
Even further this year as the floating bridge wasn't operational so the detour
around Newport added on extra miles!
My ‘bestie’, Judith, did it with me again, as did her husband, Andrew,
but we didn't see Mankini Man on our way round. It doesn’t look like he did it
this year!
We were super proud of ourselves as none of us had had much time to
put in any training!
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The “Pop-Inn” - Chillerton

The Gallybagger Inn
"Absolute belter of a gig in Chillerton last night! Thanks to everyone
who came along and danced their socks off!" ...That was exactly how local
skiffle band ‘All Washed Up’ described their second gig at The Gallybagger
Inn during the Scarecrow Festival.
The Gallybagger Inn was a new feature of the Scarecrow Festival this
year; a joint effort by the Chillerton & Gatcombe Community Association and
the Snooker & Billiards Club. Just like the ever popular Aunt Sally's Tearoom,
it offered somewhere to sit and relax with friends and enjoy a drink.
The opening Saturday saw a good crowd outside on the grass, being
treated to ‘All Washed Up’s debut Gallybagger performance. They went down
a storm, with plenty of feet
tapping in the warm midday
sun! Later in the afternoon,
the musical vibe continued
with local musician, David
Thorpe, covering all the classics and more. On Sunday,
Donal and Charlie (from ‘Last
Orders’) provided the entertainment with their brilliant
Irish fiddles.
All in all it was a very
successful week for the Inn,
with many people (and their
dogs) coming and going. The
real highlight though was Friday evening and with another
local band on the bill - The
Ukeladies - the musicians were ready to give Chillerton a night it would never
forget. So, almost ceremoniously, the carpet came up to reveal the hidden
parquet dance floor - now there was no going back! The doors were flung open
(to let some air in) and tune after tune kept the crowd pumping and jumping. It
wasn't until the second encore and a speaker blowing that the bands were
finally allowed to pack-up and go home.
A BIG thank you must go to all the musicians who gave their time free
of charge - All Washed Up, The Ukeladies, David, Donal and Charlie.
Thank you to everyone who worked together to make it the success it
was.
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And…..
Members of the committee thanked
everybody who ran the bar and helped to
make The Gallybagger Inn such a success
during the Scarecrow Festival.
“We had varying success with different opening times and we will learn from this
in the future,” said Steve Hoyle. “However,
overall it was a huge success and although
at the moment I have no firm figures, I would
estimate we made around £1,000 on the
week.”
The money will go directly to the
Chillerton and Gatcombe Community Association and will be a great support in maintaining and developing the future of the two premises (village hall and Reading
Room) for the use of the whole village. “It is only with the support of people who
are willing to help that these events can happen. Once again, thank you.”

Some more news from The Pop-Inn…
….thanks to all those who have supported the Pop-Inn over the last 18
months. Through your generosity and support, we have been able to donate
money raised to various local charities and the community.
The latest project we donated to was to help fund the cladding installed
at the village hall. It is now finished (just in time for the Scarecrow Festival!) and
we think it looks splendid!
Thanks to the CGCA for their hard work in getting the job done. The hall
is looking very smart and is
definitely worth considering
booking for any functions,
classes, parties, gatherings
etc.
Please
contact
chillertongatcombeca@gm
ail.com or 07732 759531 to
book!
PS The photograph really
doesn’t do the new-look hall
justice, so why not go along
and take a look for yourselves!
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Single Ply Membrane Roofing
- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Slating
- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Tiling
- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Felt Flat Roofing
- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Lead Work
- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits
- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

Velux Windows
- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

– KD&LK GOODALL –
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
We went ‘Bak 2 Skool’ for the May Quiz- and a good job we did, as
fifteen teams showed up to do battle! We welcomed newcomers Kevin and
Kim, Marilyn and David, June and Gus, and Jude and John… I hope we were
gentle with you!
Responding to requests, this time we swapped English for History
although only The Ps & Qs (Gill, Nigel, Julie and Kate) were brave enough to
play their Joker. Three-quarters of the way through the round, most of the
teams were wishing they had too! And I wonder how many people Googled
The Bubonic Plague when they got home!!?
At the half time break, there wasn’t much to choose between the teams,
but then scoring full marks in Music, and Food & Drink boosted Juicy Water
(Steve, Peni, Sam and Kevin) into the joint lead with The Ps & Qs, with just
Recent News and the Photos left. Great Expectations (Phil, Lesley, Lesley and
Isobel) put the cat amongst the pigeons by playing their Joker on Recent News
and it paid off
when they scored
18 points, pushing them well
ahead of the
chasing pack. A
strong showing in
the Photos gave
them a winning
total of 80 points,
with The Ps & Qs
(nothing if not consistent!) finishing in…. second place…again…with 75 points.
Juicy Water claimed third place with 74 points.
Thank you to everybody for your generosity in buying raffle tickets,
donating great raffle prizes and buying the delicious cupcakes and sausage
rolls. £95 was raised for The Phoenix Project, and Sam has asked me to let you
know that the money has gone towards their Sensory Suite. £79.50 was raised
from the entry money. This, as you know, goes towards the cost of producing
your newsletter….and buying an effective sound system, a packet of throat
lozenges and some corn plasters for next time!
Thanks as always to our ‘team’ (Steve, Peni, Brenda and Kathy), and
to everybody who supports the quiz.
It’s with sadness that we learned that Graham White, one of the stalwarts of
the Ferris Wheel team died recently. The Ferris Wheels were one of our
most supportive and faithful teams, and the ‘Quiz Family’ send its
love and and sympathies to Dee.
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What a memorable week this year’s ‘Scarecrow
Festival’ was. I had heard that there were not as many
scarecrows on display as in previous years but those that
were out on view were magnificent. It was obvious that so
much time and effort had been put into producing every one of them. We
enjoyed seeing the smiles on visitors’ faces and it was pleasing, when talking
with people, how complimentary they were about our community being able to
come up with something so joyous.
We certainly would like to give a big thank you to the organisers who
put in so much unseen work behind the event to make it the special occasion
it has become. The volunteers in ‘Aunt Sally’s Tea Room’ worked their socks
off to cater for the hundreds of people who passed through the doors for tea
and cake, and ‘The Gallybagger Inn’ was a welcome addition this year.
For us, the final event at The Inn was one of the best nights we have
experienced in years. There was a lovely gathering of people – both from inside
and outside the village – who firstly listened to the wonderful harmonies of the
‘Ukeladies’, then jigged around for the rest of the evening to the great rhythms
of the band, ‘All Washed Up’.
One long-standing member of Chillerton Club was chatting to me,
whilst listening to the band and watching all the jigging about and clapping on
Friday evening when, whilst quite transfixed, he said, 'I've been coming down
here for more than twenty years, and I've never seen anything like this. Love
it!'
As far as we are concerned, the next Festival, in two years’ time, cannot
come round quickly enough!
…and it is always good to receive positive feedback from a satisfied customer
- especially about those who support and advertise with us…
During the heavy rain and high winds early last week, we had a large
willow tree in our garden that suffered root failure, and found itself listing heavily
(fortunately away from the direction of the house, but supported mainly by the
garden shed). We called a few local tree surgeons on Tuesday but, possibly
due to the weather conditions, we couldn’t directly speak to any of them. Sam
from Cross Country Services was the only one to manage to call us back, and
in a very short timeframe, which we were extremely grateful for. She agreed to
come over that evening to assess the condition of the tree, and arrived
promptly at 7pm as promised with her partner, Will. They quickly established
that the tree was unsalvageable, and would need to be removed. They quoted
a price there and then - which we found acceptable - and agreed for them to
come over the next day, having kindly re-arranged their existing work schedule. We feel very fortunate in this regard, being that Cross Country Services
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are booked up until the Autumn! Sam and Will explained that emergencies like
these have to take priority over hedge pruning, and for the most part their
customers understand this kind of situation.
They arrived on cue at 8.30 Wednesday morning, braced the tree, and
started work removing the upper sections. Before 10am Sam reported that
progress was faster than expected, so they cancelled the third member of the
team that was about to leave another job to help out. To our surprise they
actually passed this cost saving onto us, thereby reducing our bill by almost a
third – even when we take into account Will’s capacity for tea and biscuit
consumption!
Will and Sam worked quickly and professionally throughout the day,
piling the useable wood in a convenient spot, removing all the waste, and
tidying up the sawdust and other detritus at the end of the day. I cannot praise
their work ethic and attitude highly enough, and would recommend them to
anyone who has planned maintenance work to be done, or in the event of a
‘tree-mergency’ like ourselves. We have already booked them again for work
to top our now lonely looking beech tree in the Autumn… although if emergencies conspire to alter these plans, we will of course understand.

I’d just like to let your readers know that thanks to the generosity of a
local benefactor, here at Gatcombe Manor (Whitecroft Park) we now have a
defibrillator up and running.
It is located on the outside rear wall of the Sales Office, directly
underneath the clock tower, and so is accessible 24/7. This may be useful for
residents living at our end of Chillerton/Gatcombe.
It has been registered on the Heartsafe website and also, of course,
with the IW ambulance service. At night-time the main gates open automatically
when approached by a vehicle.

Chillerton & Gatcombe Community Association
Chairman
Paul Wells

07703 501513

pecw@outlook.com

Secretary
Gillian Belben
Bookings
Sam Whittingham

721519

chillertonvillagesecretary@gmail.com

07732 759531

chillertongatcombeca@gmail.com

Chillerton Club
The Reading Room
Mondays and Saturdays - 8pm to 11pm.
Bingo - second and fourth Fridays, at 7pm.
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Bob Seely - it’s a SCOOP!
Well, we have a new MP on the Isle of Wight. The colour of the rosette
remains unchanged, but for the readership of this newsletter, Bob Seely’s
election brings the seat of power just a bit closer to home (Roslin to be
precise!).
Never slow to grasp the white heat of political change, the C & G News
set out to be the first publication to grab an interview. OK, subsequently we’ve
seen Bob on TV, but the fact remains … we were first!
What to ask? Politics? No, not really the C & G brief and, statistically,
we risk alienating the 49% of people who didn’t vote Blue. On these occasions,
our magazine falls back on the cherished journalistic code by which great
editors are bound: ‘Google is your friend’!
So, what does the great inter-web throw up?
This was not Bob’s first foray into mainstream politics. He was the
Conservative Candidate for Broxtowe in Nottinghamshire in 2005, losing out
narrowly to the incumbent Labour MP. Why Nottinghamshire….?
‘There is a Seely ‘branch’ in Nottinghamshire though it’s pretty much
the same as the Isle of Wight ‘branch’. I suppose the IoW branch were the
descendants of Jack, who was my great-granddad's young brother. But that
generation, and the previous two generations, pretty much lived in both places.
My granddad spent more time in Nottinghamshire, but he also spent a lot of
time down here. I've been coming here since I was too young to remember,
and have loved the Island since I can remember.’
Bob also worked for the Conservatives in other roles … he expands …
‘I ran Francis Maude’s office when he was Opposition Spokesman for
Foreign Affairs, and I worked on media and policy stuff for Michael Howard. I
didn’t do it for long – about four years. I am not a fan of the current system that
seems to reward insiders rather than those who have jobs in the real world. I
am glad I worked there for a time, but glad I left too. MPs and prospective MPs
need real-life experience. I feel very blessed that for the last nine years I have
had the opportunity to serve - somewhat accidentally - as a soldier.’
On the subject of serving as a soldier, Bob has an MBE. Awarded in
October 2016, he was just one of three recipients from the Armed Forces.
Bob also worked for MTV. We asked him how this came about….
‘I needed a job after leaving the Tories, and MTV offered me one. I
spent my days speech-writing for the chairman, and helping out with channel
launches.’
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Bobs speaks fluent Russian. He explains …
‘Instead of going to university, I took myself off to the Soviet Union
when I was about 20. A friend of mine worked for a Catholic MP who was
campaigning at the time to highlight the plight of priests who were being sent
to Chernobyl, without even basic protection, as punishment for their faith. I was
fascinated by this, but couldn’t quite believe it. I have always been fascinated
by public affairs and the role of ideas, and how they shape the world.
‘At the time, I had the choice of going on a beach holiday, or going to
the Soviet Union to see Socialism in practice for myself. So, I said ‘no’ to the
beach and took myself to the USSR. It was a remarkable and eye-opening
experience. Perestroika had just started and I found myself in a city called Lviv
just as the Communist Party of the Soviet Union had allowed Easter to be
celebrated for the first time in decades. The images from that visit have
remained with me for years. My friend and I joined queues of elderly ladies with
coloured shawls and wicker baskets of painted eggs, waiting to worship in
beautiful, faded, Austro-Hungarian baroque churches. I am not religious but
some of the priests I met, who had faced years of oppression under the
Communist regime, had an inner light that radiated a tangible sense of goodness. The human spirit is a wonderful thing.
‘Later I visited Kiev just as protests – again the first allowed without
violent crackdown – were taking place in the streets to commemorate the
Chernobyl disaster, and to protest the initial inaction by the Soviet authorities.
Thanks to a very kind Moscow bureau chief for The Times, I filed a few stories
whilst I was there and, later that year, I was offered a job as a reporter in the
USSR by the paper.’
Bob later worked as a foreign correspondent in the old USSR…
‘After my initial trip, I went back for three years as one of the paper’s
four reporters, and very much the junior. I was what is known as a ‘stringer’ - I
wasn’t ‘on staff’, but I wrote for the paper, and they paid for travel, as well as
my flat.
‘It was a pretty extraordinary four years. Because I was young and keen
I got to travel a lot: throughout Ukraine, but Russia too, Belarus, the Caucasus,
and central Asia. I don’t really know where to start to describe it.
‘I have had three amazing jobs in my life - I am very lucky - and that was
the first of them. The second was working for the Army, and the third, and most
wonderful, becoming the Island’s MP. I was 22 years old, and I had a ringside
seat watching, at first hand, the collapse of the last European Empire.
‘I also made a couple of visits to the Balkans to cover the Yugoslav War
when colleagues were off work. First time into Sarajevo - and it was a frightening place - was in an RAF Hercules, doing what was known as a Khe Sanh
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landing. Named after a siege in Vietnam, Khe Sanh involved putting a plane
into a deep dive and pulling it up just before it was too late – almost like a roller
coaster. If you weren’t careful, you passed out because of the G-force. I was
standing next to the pilot in the cockpit, and he told me to hold on tight. I nearly
passed out – I would have collapsed over him, not great!
‘The Balkans was truly frightening because of the scale of the violence.
I will not forget the first night in Sarajevo, listening to the shells coming in from
the hills around. They weren’t hitting near us, thank God, and they were
perhaps only coming in a few times an hour; but they were a frighteningly
effective way of intimidating and terrorizing a population.’
What else do we know about Bob…..?
‘I did an MA at Birkbeck about 15 years ago. My subject was George
Orwell and his relationship with the British intelligentsia. I am currently doing a
PhD at King's. I hope to have the time to finish it!’
And did you know that Bob Seely is an expert Boogie-Woogie pianist
(backed up with Youtube videos of Bob playing various rag-time standards!)?
But no, this turns out to be #FakeNews! Although our Bob does indeed play
piano, he is neither very good (by his own admission!) nor indeed nearly 90
years of age (though a spell in Parliament may put paid to his youthful looks!)
Our thanks go to Bob for sparing what has
suddenly become his very valuable time. We think you
will agree that life has proven interesting for him so far.
Bear in mind that, little more than a month ago, he was
only concerned with being re-elected as Councillor for
one small rural Ward on the Island. He now sits as an
MP with a valuable vote in a minority government.
Perhaps, if the Conservatives fancy a better
back-story than the ‘Vicar’s Daughter’ one day, then
who knows, we might get a great follow-up article for
the C & G News!
Contact Bob: ParliamentaryHouse of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 0207 219 1840
Email: bob.seely.mp@parliament.uk
(And if any of you saw that coming on April 27th, please could you let us have next
week’s winning Lottery numbers!)

Locally- bob.seely@ymail.com

twitter: ioWBobSeely
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Hey…. Jess!!
This weekend, the Isle of Wight Festival took place at Seaclose Park.
For me, a Platform One music student, it was a weekend I will never forget!
I have just completed my first year of my BTEC course at the Platform
One College of Music. The College gave students the opportunity to audition
for a chance to play the P1 stage at the IOW Festival.
I have been working in a band project called Peach Fuzz for around
three months now, so it’s a fairly new concept. We like to describe ourselves
as a psychedelic-blues rock band. We only had two original songs by the time
the auditions came around, although the condition was to have six original
songs to fill a thirty minute set. However, we decided to go for it regardless;
and, to our surprise, we were granted a slot on the stage, on the condition that
we had six original songs by the time of the festival.
We wrote four of our songs over the space of two weeks and rehearsed
on a daily basis - so much so that I had
blistered fingers (I play bass guitar)!
By the time the festival had started,
we were given free weekend wristbands
and 'Boutique Artist Camping' - which
wasn't as ‘boutique’ as I had imagined!
Our slot was 12pm on the Sunday,
and we had all been camping for the previous three nights, so were pretty tired. Nothing was going to curb our excitement,
though!
My band came out to a relatively
small crowd, but as the set went on, our
audience grew in size. We played our six
songs, and were all hyped once we came
off stage!
It was our debut gig as Peach Fuzz
and we couldn't have asked for a better
setting. As soon as we came off stage, we
were asked to play at 'Jack up the 80s' in
August, as well as the Mod Weekend later this summer. A video of our
performance can be found on YouTube (search for 'Peach Fuzz @ IOW
Festival 2017).
All in all, it was a great experience, and I am honoured to say I have
now played the same festival as the likes of Jimi Hendrix, The Who, and The
Doors! Find us on Facebook as 'Peach Fuzz', and on Instagram @ukpeachfuzz to hear more…
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Already Spring, almost Summer and Easter seems aeons ago, especially with the Summer
weather that has arrived. However, just to say, St
Olave’s was busy during Holy Week, starting with
the Palm Sunday Service, followed by the Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday observances, then
concluding on Easter Day.
A large, symbolic Easter Cross, kindly
made and provided by Trevor Fordham, was an
addition to the church this year. Purple ribbons
were tied on it by the congregation at the Easter
Service as an act of remembrance and thanks.
During the Annual Church Parochial Meeting, reports were given and Liz Taylor and Nick
Ward were re-elected as Churchwardens along
with Officers and P.C.C. members. Should anyone
ever have any concerns, Michael Terry was newly appointed as Child
Protection/Vulnerable Adults Officer.
It is hoped to introduce a revised Order of Service for the All-Age
Service in June. The Bible Study and Prayer Meeting continue on Wednesdays
and the first Monday of the month respectively (everybody is very welcome to
attend these; details can be found in the church).
July 30th is our Patronal Festival Service at 11am. That is the
closest Sunday to St Olave’s Day after whom our church is named. It is always
nice to make this an extra special occasion, so do come along to join in worship
with a ‘Bring Your Own Picnic’ to be enjoyed together afterwards. (We ‘Brits ‘do
enjoy our picnics, even if it is raining! In that case, it will be held inside the
church rather than in the churchyard).
We were a victim of our own success at the Clothes Sale. Stallholders
and crowds flocked to the church on (fortunately) a lovely day. This will be
reviewed by the Fund Raising Team so that a possible similar event would be
less manic. (It just goes to show how folk are keen to snap up a bargain!). The
Soup Lunch was a calmer affair from which a substantial donation was given
to Christian Aid.
Our next big event will be The Ritz-Style Afternoon Tea to be held on
Saturday 5th August. This is a popular event and tickets are selling fast
(details from Liz Taylor 721086).
Finally, the external work has been completed and the scaffolding
removed; however internal scaffolding will be erected, possibly in August, to
complete the interior renovations.
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It’s a Dog’s Life in Chillerton!
Bonjour Princess Scarlet!! A
newcomer to our village who,
although she was adopted in
France, has managed to learn
the English language very
quickly!

Glencoe Cottages welcomed a
new pet through its doors
recently.
Cas is a loving (and soppy!)
Border collie from Bracken Dog
Rescue in Newport.
After a sad start in life, she is
settling in well and is getting
lots of love, games and walks.
Cas has been enjoying getting
to know all our lovely local walks.
Look forward to seeing you
around. Polly (aged 7) and Cas
x

This is my drawing of
our dog Cas, by Flora,
aged 5.
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Home Thoughts from A “Broad”!
“I don’t know how to be a grown-up in England”
These were the desperate words escaping my lips after I recently
returned to the IoW to start getting my Mum’s estate organized. It’s been an
uphill battle because, as I left Britain when I was 21, all my adult years have
been spent accumulating the knowledge of how things are done in the USA.
I understand the American tax system, how to buy and sell houses in
the States, what the local authorities require, and a thousand other minutiae I
don’t think about on a day-to-day basis, but which allow me to navigate life in
my country of residence.
Conversely, I know nothing of such things “back home” where I’m not
even allowed to open a bank account because, while still a citizen, I’m not a
resident of Britain and therefore highly suspect! Of course, I‘ve returned to the
Isle of Wight on a regular basis over all these years, but more as a visitor,
without the need to figure out much more than which day to put out the bins and
what to put IN them. And, believe me, THAT required a great deal of headscratching and comparing instructions with calendars, yet I doubt I chose the
right rubbish for the right week! So, overall, I might as well be a teen-ager, for
all the experience I have in the way things are done in old Blighty.
Plus there is the problem of conflicting technology. I will give you an
example of my ongoing frustration. Sitting in my Mum’s front room upon my
arrival in Chillerton, I spent way too long figuring out how to connect to the
internet, using this special little piece of magic called a “dongle”. Finally online,
I needed to check my email, so entered my user name and password into the
Yahoo webpage. “But wait,” says Yahoo, “you say you are Jane and yet you
are not in America. Verily, you must prove you are indeed Jane, even though
you can correctly enter what we just asked of you”. No problem, I think to
myself, because Yahoo says it will text a special code to my phone, then I’ll
enter said code and, voila, my email messages shall be mine. But, oh no,
Yahoo will only text to my American phone number… which I can’t access while
in Britain. So that won’t help.
Never mind, they will
email the necessary special code
to an alternate email I have on
record with them. Fine! So I go to
THAT email address and guess
what? Yahoo doesn’t believe I’m
the legitimate owner of THAT
email address either and wants to
verify by sending me a code via
text! What fresh hell is this?
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Finally, having calculated the seven hour time difference between New
Mexico and England, I phoned my husband in the USA at the crack of dawn
and had him track down the cursed code. It only took me ten hours total! AND,
of course, in the end there were no messages I needed to see. Sigh.
So, there is a chance you might have spotted a forlorn figure trudging
through the village, stress-tugging at her hair and muttering away to herself
about security codes and offshore bank accounts. Take pity on the poor
soul…she’s just a displaced Brit trying to “grow up” all over again.
Jane Buckholz (nee Ackling) grew up in Bonchurch. Jane is now married to Mark,
with whom she has one daughter, Abigail. She currently lives in Carlsbad, New
Mexico, USA, and can be reached at TheNomadBrit@yahoo.com

A Prickly Problem!
About 13 years ago, family Broadhead headed off west for a break in
Cornwall/Devon. One of the attractions visited was the then embryonic Eden
Centre. We had a very enjoyable and informative time there.
In an effort to instil a bit of lasting interest we thought a small (about 2
inches tall) cactus plant for each of our two boys might prove a fairly lasting and
resilient choice. Two were duly purchased and carefully transported back to base.
As time passed, unsurprisingly, the boys
proved to be more keen on skateboarding and kitesurfing, so yours truly took over the plant care!
The cacti grew and grew over the years.
Adam, (as we will now call him, as he came from the
Eden Centre!!) continued growing, (he is now more
than 60cms tall!) becoming more spiky when being
moved, to the point at which I was asked to 'find a
good home' for him, or the compost heap could beckon!
I didn't have to think too hard. I knew of a
caring soul who, like me, would care for Adam. Jill
came to the rescue and I am now delighted to see
Adam proudly standing in her front window adorned
with cosy red knitted warmers to his 'branches'! Long
may he continue grow! I understand that he may be
sporting sombreros in the summer??!! And Christmas
lights in a few months??!!
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Walk the Wight - 2017
This year I walked the 14 mile Carisbrooke to Alum Bay section of Walk
the Wight. With me was my eleven year old great-grandson, Dylan, who walked
the first ten miles, to Freshwater Bay. I should point out that although he loves
his football and other sports, he is not a walker! So I really appreciated his
company, as my daughter, Melody, was unable to do the walk this year.
This was my ninth WTW, but the first with one of the fourth generation
of my family and it was Dylan’s first walk. I know what a great atmosphere this
day creates; the fun, the laughs, the chatter and banter, the stumbles and
all-round friendliness, and it was so good to see Dylan begin to absorb all of
this, and see his reaction to all of this, going on around him!
With the first hill behind us, we began the long sloping walk to Brighstone Forest, noting how the Chillerton Down Mist appeared to ‘change its
position’! Watching the sheep and lambs, admiring the bluebells, campions
and other flora, overtaking other walkers… and then being overtaken ourselves!
At the edge of the forest I introduced Dylan to one of the essentials of
WTW… Kendal Mint Cake!! Which he loved, as he said it tasted like Polo Mints!
So with a new burst of energy, we walked through the forest, and after two
hours of walking, we arrived at Brighstone Checkpoint.
Then on to Mottistone Down, with a brief refreshment stop at the top,
we headed down to the next checkpoint, at Brooke.
Once we had climbed Brooke Down, I realised that pointing out landmarks, birds, orchids, sea pinks and so on was not the right kind of encouragement to get Dylan to Freshwater Bay, so I went to his favourite subject…
Manchester United and Premier League Football! By the time we reached
Freshwater he had made several managers redundant as he sorted out
players’ transfers and teams for the next season!! And so, after three and
three-quarter hours, we reached the Bay, and Dylan’s walk was over.
His mum arrived and as they set off on their journey home, I began the
last climb of the day; to Tennyson Monument, The Needles and then the final
gruelling tarmac road to Alum Bay. It had taken me just over five hours, and
tired, and pleased that my walk had gone to plan, I made my way to the bus,
and home.
This walk for me was very different from the previous eight. No one
knows when cancer will strike your own
family. At the beginning of this, I said
that my daughter, Melody, was unable
to walk this year. She had signed up in
January and we had started our training, but just a few weeks later she was
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diagnosed with a brain tumour, and at the time of writing this, is undergoing
chemo and radiotherapy. Her aim is to do the walk next year though.
Again, none of us knows when we may need the hospice and the
wonderful care it provides, so if you have never been involved with WTW
(which as you know generates a large amount of the hospice’s funds), maybe
2018 could be the year to change that??!!
You can walk, sponsor, marshall, volunteer or just go to a point along
the route and encourage the walkers. Believe me, when you have walked
several miles and have many more to go, a “Keep going, you are doing fine!”
or “Well done!” means so much!
The 2018 WTW will need all of these people to make it a success – I
plan to walk it again… do you think there is a role for you??!!
(Alan Chandler’s big sister!!)

The Chillerton Bun-Run! Good Friday 2017
A new project in the parish aiming to 'raise some dough' for
the local community!
One-a-penny, two-a-penny, hot cross buns! They were a little bit more
than just a few pence, but that didn't put off the Good Friday orders for
Chillerton hot cross buns.
In they came, thick and fast, from Chillerton, Billingham, Gatcombe,
Rill, Roslin and Ramsdown, and had it not been for some serious Zoe-planning,
I'm sure the Easter Bun-Run would've been a bit of a flop. So popular were the
buns, that passers-by were stopping to purchase from the 'pop-up' bakery.
It was a ‘baker’s start’ for Zoe, Gillian and Gareth. Up early ready to
mix, knead, prove and do whatever else was required to set the baking wheels
in motion. Off they went and by 8.30am, the first buns were ready and out the
door! It was almost twelve hours later that the last
bun was delivered - what a day!
The event proved to be a great success with
an amazing 400 buns being sold. All profits are to
be invested back into the local community. Our
thanks go out to all who supported the event, from
the baking of the buns to those who ordered them.
Also, thanks to Beardsalls (once again) for providing their invaluable printing services. Same time
next year...?
“
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Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
Can you sew, knit, flower-arrange, bake or grow? No?
Me neither, but I’ll give it a go!
I'm really excited to be organising this year’s Chillerton
and Gatcombe Horticultural Society’s Flower Show. It's going to
be on the Green on Saturday 29th July 2017 between 2pm and
5pm.
I have been helping on the Hoopla for 10 years and have been entering
for six (reluctantly at first!). I love the family atmosphere, the huge amount of
history and the community spirit of it all.
This year it is a real team effort, and with only seven weeks to go, things
are really coming together. We’re bringing back the kids’ races and the coconut
shy, and will have the ever-popular tug-o-war contest.
It's free to park, free to enter the Green and only £3 to see the amazing
exhibits in the Horticultural Tent. We are welcoming entries from all and I'll be
there on the morning helping anyone who hasn’t entered before to set up their
entries (I promise it’s not as scary as it sounds!).
We’re also having a bric-a-brac stall, so if you have anything to donate to that,
please bring it along. If you want to help on the day, need a schedule or have
any questions, please just give me a ring. (07872937902
or
kaz_a17@hotmail.com) I’m looking forward to seeing you all on the 29th!!!
(Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Flower Show Secretary)
P.S. If you would like to download a show schedule from the Parish Council
website, you can find it at http://www.chillertonandgatcombe.org/community/horticultural-society/

Please keep saving your Stamps!
Thank you once more to everybody for saving their used
stamps (and old and no longer needed spectacles) for me.
Please keep up the great work! I am very happy to come
and collect them from you so please ring me on 721542 to
arrange a time to suit you.

News from your Environment Officer, Bob Nelson, can be
found in the Annual Reports leaflet. ….. dogs…. again.
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Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners,
Pre-School & Extended School
This term we have been learning about life
cycles. We have incubated some chicken eggs,
which were kindly donated by Robert and Jill Margham- many thanks to them. After a long 21 days,
the children were thrilled to watch some of the
chicks hatching. The chickens have now gone to
lovely free-range homes and are happily scratching around outside!
We have had caterpillar eggs at preschool too. The butterflies have
emerged and we will release them into our nature arena soon. It was fascinating for the children (and adults) to watch the caterpillars change to chrysalis’
and then ...out came some very beautiful butterflies!
We enjoyed making our scarecrows for the festival along with the
children in the school. They all looked fantastic and were a wonderful sight for
all to see.
Some of our children are preparing for transition to their reception
classes. The children who will be moving into our school have been visiting
Class One. We have some fun end-of-term activities planned for them to
celebrate their time with us.
Have a lovely summer. Best wishes Manager, Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners Preschool and Extended
School)

The Chillerton Players (Woodwind Group)
& Chillerton Book Group
Both the Chillerton Players and the Chillerton Book Club are now in their 10th
year and continue to give great pleasure to their participants as they pursue a
variety of music and reading. What could be more stimulating!
The Book Club choice for September is "To Kill a Mocking Bird"
by Harper Lee. The choice for October is "The Prime of Miss
Jean Brodie" by Muriel Spark.
If you would like more information about the Woodwind Group
(Monday mornings at the village hall), please ring Jill Luscombe (721247).
If you would like to join the Book Group, which is held on the second Tuesday
afternoon of the month, at Roslin) - again, please ring Jill Luscombe or
Lyn Murdoch (721662).
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Compact Oven - barely used. Coopers of Stortford 23-litre, Model 8011
Cost £45 new.
£20.
Halogen Heater - brand new, still in box. Coopers of Stortford.
Retails at £20.
£8.
Fridge Freezer - hardly used. Essentials Model C50BW12. White
Fridge: 122 litres / Freezer: 43 litres. 143 x 49.5 x 56.2 cm (H x W x D)
Cost new £170.
£95.
(Please ring 721483 if you would like more info on any of the above items.)
GT Aggressor Zum 2 hybrid bike - Unisex. 16” frame (s). Blue. 24 gears.
Adjustable Ritchey stem. Body geometry grips. Mudguards and set of spare
(faster) road tyres. Hardly used and in excellent condition. Also, nearly-new
Giro Savant cycle helmet (s).
£220. Contact Clara on 07890 745488.

FREE!
Left over from scarecrow-building, a small bag of straw- suitable for
hamster/guinea pig/rabbit. Tel: 721492

More ‘Where in the World?’……
In the last issue, I read that someone was reading it in Basingstoke?
Well, my sisters and I read it regularly from Oxford, Guildford and Poole, though
during the last couple of months, I actually read it while in Queensland,
Australia! We are Dorothy and Roy Westmore's nieces, and reading the
newsletter is the next best thing to phoning them and hearing all the latest
village news. We really enjoy reading it. Keep up the good work!

The deadline for items for the AUTUMN
Chillerton & Gatcombe News is
August 17th 2017…..thank you.
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It’s Just a Pile of Stones!
Those of you that know me are aware that my other half is a bit of a
steam train anorak, so when he saw the Flying Scotsman was coming down
south he was very keen to book a trip! As it was setting off from Salisbury, I was
just as keen, as I have spent many a happy hour in the town (in the dim and
distant past) on school trips to The Playhouse.
We arrived in Salisbury at midday on the
Tuesday, and decided to take the Stonehenge bus
tour, as that is one place that has long been on my
‘bucket list’. Parting with £29 ‘to see a pile of stones’
(as Graham put it), was a bit off -putting, but I was not
to be deterred.
The bus ride was interesting as it had full
running commentary and the visitor centre is an excellent experience. We were
then herded onto another bus to travel to the stones site, and were given
hand-held audio guides, which again were very informative. I was caught up in
the romance of the area and felt quite drawn to the stones, which of course you
can’t touch, or if you do, you should be prepared to pay a £5000 fine and be
swiftly ejected! Graham, however, was not as impressed and continued to
mutter ‘….it’s okay but it’s just a pile of stones.....’!!
On to the Wednesday and the main event......we arrived at the station
(dressed smartly, as the info told us to) and the platform was packed with
people of every nationality imaginable and more cameras than Kodak.
The Flying Scotsman chugged into place with the obligatory puff of
steam and whistle, and we boarded Carriage G. This
was a First Class area with tablecloths, nice cutlery and
china - not quite as posh as the Pullman carriage, but
definitely one up from ordinary South West trains! As we
pulled away, the champagne was served and we travelled smoothly through the countryside, waving madly at
all the scores of people lining the stations we passed
through. It was incredible to see how many people
wanted to see the engine and were willing to wait just to
see her pass by in a matter of seconds. One young girl
was heard to shout ‘OMG what is that? I’ve never seen
one of those - is it a train??’
We arrived in London Victoria after a very pleasant three-hour trip, and were again greeted by hundreds of people. We had
time to have a quick walk to Buckingham Palace and an evening stroll around
St James’s Park, before the return trip. We were pulled back to Salisbury by
diesel and not one person turned their head on the very same stations we had
passed a few hours earlier! Of course I could have said, ‘Flying Scotsman? It’s
just an engine.....’ but like the stones, it is so much more!
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In May we started a new year with a new line-up
of councillors. But first let's pay tribute to the retiring
councillors who did so much to take us through the process of developing a three-year plan based on the results
of the 2016 parish survey.
They also, in various ways, rolled up their sleeves
to improve and enrich our community: keeping the play area safe and tidy,
planting on the green, catering at events and of course, coming to meetings at
the end of a busy day. They are Sue Barber, Steve Rowntree and Phil Slater.
The new line-up is made up of continuing councilllors Gillian Belben
and Juliet Davies, joined by Roland (Sham) Payn, Katie Jones and Graham
Hatch.
Our meeting in June reviewed and signed up to the 2017-2018 section
of the three-year plan, a copy of which is on our parish website. Over the
coming months we will be supporting the many groups in this strong community, both in improving facilities and taking part in events, making improvements
to our lovely rural environment and making our roads safer, working with other
parishes to maintain public transport, and lobbying the IW Council and their
contractors, Island Roads, to improve the network of roads and related services.
The new team now has a new meeting day too - the first Tuesday of the
month. Meetings will be held in either the village hall, the reading room or St
Olave's Church in Gatcombe. So look out for our emails and posters, and come
(Chair)
and take part in our meetings.

Volunteers Wanted!!
With the Chillerton village day and horticultural show coming on July
29th 2017, it has been suggested that we have a “Spruce-up Chillerton Day”
on Sunday July 16th. Please come along to the village hall for 10 – 10.30am
and help to tidy up the village.
This will include painting and repairing some of the various benches,
strimming where needed, cleaning some of the signs and the phone box basically, putting a smile on the village!
So, we need volunteers please ..... for just a few hours on a Sunday and
we can make a big difference.
Shears, paint brushes, etc., coffee, tea,
bacon rolls and cake will be provided, Also, to
those not physically able, please come along to
help serve the tea, etc..
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch

PC Tim Campany and PCSOs Justin Keefe and Stephen Oatley are our
Safer Neighbourhood Team. Fortunately, we don’t need to call them often, but if
you do, their contact details are on page 37.

Tim, Justin and Stephen are pleased to report that there is very little
crime in the parish. They do ask though, during the warm weather, to deter
would-be thieves, that you don’t leave your windows and doors open when you
go out.
No-Cold-Calling stickers are still available from Jill Webster.
Monthly crime statistics are available online - go to www.police.co.uk
and put in your postcode to find out about local crime.

YOUR PARISH MATTERS!
Going from strength to strength, and increasing in numbers, YPM
continues to keep people right up to date with what’s going on in the parish. In
the last three months, we have now reunited somebody with their spectacles,
alerted you to scams and rogue traders, re-homed plants, and given you
hot-off-the-press details of entertainment throughout the Scarecrow Festival.
We do still have an unclaimed key which was found near the village hall during
the Scarecrow Festival. It has a blue key fob, with two rooms written on the fob.
Contact me for more info.
YPM is a free service for individuals, clubs, associations, etc. so if you
have anything going on which you think people may be interested in, should be
aware of, or any questions, just let me know the details and we can send it out
to the community. Apologies if you sometimes receive
a YPM email and an IWAlert email too… but better to
have it twice than not at all.
If you’d like to start receiving YOUR PARISH
MATTERS! emails, just send me an email letting me
know.
(jill.webster@outlook.com)
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Community Defibrillator
The defibrillator is contained in a box on the school wall and is very easy
to use - it talks you through what to do.
1. Dial 999 – Location PO30 3EP –
Chillerton and Rookley School.
2. Take the defibrillator out of the casing.
3. Take it to the patient.
3. The defibrillator unit will talk you through what to
do next (for example there are separate pads for
children and for adults).
4. Ambulance arrives!
MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ Steve Holloway and Jane Buckholz, and to our
faithful team of deliverers - Steve, Peni, Felicity, Simon,
Georgina, Marcus, Alan, Carolyn, Lorna, and Harriet - for
braving all weathers to get the newsletters to you!!
DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News is produced by a team of volunteers. All
articles and advertisements are taken in good faith. We cannot take
responsibility for any legal queries resulting from these. Submitted articles
do not necessarily reflect our views. We reserve the right not to
print submitted articles.

Alterations by Jenny
Seamstress for
Ladies & Gentlemen.
All dress-making,
curtains etc.

Tel. 721269 or
07979787972
Lansdown Gdns.
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DOCTORS
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27, Pyle St., Newport.
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport.
CHEMISTS
Boots
124-126 High St., Newport.
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Newport.
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,
Newport.
ST OLAVE’S CHURCH, GATCOMBE
Rev. Marcus Bagg, 56, Castle Rd., Newport. PO30 1DP

522150
840626
523525
522198
522595
522346
522638
718908

HOSPITAL
St Mary’s, Parkhurst Rd., Newport.

524081

POLICE (Non-Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany - tim.campany@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Justin Keefe - justin.keefe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Stephen Oatley - stephen.oatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Jill Webster
- jill.webster@outlook.com

721483

CHILLERTON & ROOKLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Main Rd., Chillerton - admin.chillerton@lineone.net

721207

LIBRARY
Lord Louis Library, Orchard St., Newport.

527655

MOBILE LIBRARY
Hollow Lane, Chillerton & Hunt Kennels, Gatcombe.
Three-week rotation. Details on - libraries@iow.gov.uk

203880

BUS INFORMATION
Southern Vectis - www.islandbuses.info

827000

REFUSE & RECYCLING
www.iwight.com

821000
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Your Parish Council
Parish Clerk
Maxine Yule

01983 639449

maxyule@gmail.com
293, Arctic Road, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7PJ

Chairman
Gillian Belben
Vice Chair
Roland Payn

01983 721519

gb.cgparish@gmail.com

7990842773

spcparish361@gmail.com

Graham Hatch

gh.cgparish@gmail.com

Katie Jones

kj.cgparish@gmail.com

Juliet Davies

01983 721448

jd.cgparish@gmail.com

Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
Parish Council meetings start at 7pm and are held at various locations
within the parish. Details on noticeboards and on the website.
July 4
St Olave’s Church

August
No Meeting
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September 5
Village Hall

This newsletter is delivered free of charge to all residents of the
parish of Chillerton and Gatcombe.
If you live outside the parish and would still like a copy then we
will be very happy to send you an email copy free of charge, or
a hard copy via the post for £1 to cover the additional costs.
Please contact the editor.

Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe News from as little as £15
for one year (four issues). For more information please ring Steve
Holloway on 721654 or email steve@median-accountancy.co.uk
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– SPRAKE BUILDING SERVICES –
– SPRAKE DEVELOPMENTS LTD –
Tel: (01983) 525574
Mobile: 07889 035858
12, CYPRESS RD., NEWPORT, IW. PO30 1EY
NEW DWELLINGS * RENOVATIONS
EXTENSIONS * GENERAL BUILDING
FITTED KITCHENS * ROOFING
CARPENTRY

