E

The Island Tea
& Coffee Co.
Freshly roasted coffee on
the Isle of Wight.

How quickly the end of the year seems
to be coming round… must be my age! It really
doesn’t seem to be five minutes since we were
shivering in the grip of the Beast from the East, and a mere handful of seconds
since the intense and prolonged summer heat-wave had us all wilting, and here
we are again, with some light frosts to remind us of the time of year!
I know I say this every year, but Christmas isn’t a time of joy for
everybody, and so please spare a thought and a kind word for those people for
whom simply getting through the festivities may be difficult. And maybe pop a
small treat in the Foodbank (or RSPCA) boxes at the supermarket next time
you are there? Christmas is a time of giving but not all ‘gifts’ are wrapped in
brightly coloured paper and ribbons.
And speaking of paper and ribbon, we’ll all be recycling like mad in the
next few weeks. There’s always confusion about cards and wrapping paper,
but it seems the general rule is if a card has glitter and/or plastic on it, it is NOT
recyclable. As for paper, when you scrunch it, if it ‘springs back’ then it is NOT
recyclable.
That's just about all from me for 2018 - it just remains for me to wish
you all a peaceful Christmas and New Year! See you all in 2019!
(Jill Webster. 1, Springvale Cottages, Main Rd., Chillerton. PO30 3EP
Tel. 721483 or email jill.webster@outlook.com)

Christmas Refuse Collections
Normally collected on

-

Will be collected on

Monday 24 December

Monday 24 December

Tuesday 25 December

Thursday 27 December

Wednesday 26 December

Friday 28 December

Thursday 27 December

Saturday 29 December

Friday 28 December

Sunday 30 December

Monday 31 December

Monday 31 December

Tuesday 1 January

Wednesday 2 January

Wednesday 2 January

Thursday 3 January

Thursday 3 January

Friday 4 January

Friday 4 January

Saturday 5 January
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Reindeer Keep Fallin’ on My Head
(with apologies to Burt Bacharach!!)
As winter is once more upon us, my thoughts return to the last one, and I think
we can all agree that it was long and cold. As rainy day followed rainy day, and
the winds picked up speed and temperatures plummeted, the much ballyhooed
hysteria from Siberia swept in and held us in its icy grip. And just when we
thought it was safe to go out again, even more snow fell. By this time, however,
I was far away in a place where there is more snow than you can shake a stick
at. The Arctic. When I booked the trip 14 months earlier, part of the reason for
wanting to go was that we seldom get snow in England, and hardly ever on the
Isle of Wight, and I missed it. Who knew? As Oscar Wilde remarked, ‘There are
two tragedies in life – one is not getting what you want, and the other is getting
it.’ So, I embarked on my Arctic cruise with mixed feelings. Part of me, the less
adventurous part, wanted to be in the Caribbean, but just look at what I would
have missed!
More snow. Say what you like about it, snow, and especially crisp Arctic snow
tinged with blue, is very beautiful. Walking in it is not that difficult either, as long
as you are suitably attired. I now know more about thermals and ice-grips than
is normal. In northern Norway, at this time of year, it is all about snow. They
build hotels out of it and sculpt wonderful statues from ice. We visited one and
drank bright blue alcohol (it might have been paint-stripper) out of a square ice
glass. Not easy – most of mine missed my mouth completely. We also saw the
room where Joanna Lumley slept (supposedly).They do seem to be a bit
obsessed with her, as her name came up several times. But then it must get a
bit lonely up there. As we left the ice hotel, it was snowing. The locals were
happy as there hadn’t been enough snow this year, apparently. Well, it’s all
relative. Personally, I don’t care if I never see snow again!
Reindeer. I have to tell you that reindeer are not the docile, sweet-natured
creatures you might think they would be. I tried petting one – it was having none
of it! Nor do the Sami reindeer herders give them names. Presumably, this is
because when their days of pulling sleighs are over, they end up in a stew and
as furniture covers and coats. They looked sad as though they knew what was
coming. But sad reindeer aside, my sleigh ride was by far the most hilarious
part of the trip. My sleigh companion Jean and I found ourselves in the front
sleigh and behind us were several other sleighs, all chained together and led
by reindeer. Now, the reindeer immediately behind me, a large, handsome
fellow with a pair of antlers that you could hang your laundry on, decided to get
closer. I felt a weight suddenly and asked Jean if there was a reindeer on my
head. She confirmed that he was resting his head and had probably mistaken
my fur hood for another reindeer. Great! Anyway, we set off at a brisk pace,
but clearly not brisk enough for my ‘friend’, as out of the corner of my eye I saw
him trying to overtake. There was a lot of puffing and panting (the reindeer, not
me). Fortunately, Jean managed to stop laughing long enough to take a photo.
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After the sleigh ride, we were taken
back to the tent, or lavvo, where the
Sami live and, over coffee and cake,
we were treated to a yoik, a typical
Sami song. The song, accompanied
by the beating of a drum, was actually
quite beautiful and haunting and not
too different from Irish folk music. Seeing the Sami in their traditional dress
and home, I found it hard to imagine
them in the city where they live and
work in the summer. But maybe it’s
not so strange after all, as I later discovered that Marilyn Monroe and Renee Zellweger have Sami ancestors.
Huskies. Now huskies are a world apart from reindeer. They are a most
affectionate and well-behaved breed of dog. They genuinely seem to love
people. We visited them at their kennels and were encouraged to pet them.
Among them was a pair of smooth operators, named Brad Pitt and George
Clooney, who put on quite a show for us. While the one distracts you by coming
for a cuddle, the other turns his talents to rifling through your pockets and bags
and then hiding the loot in his kennel. We were shown their pickings from the
previous day – the tattered remains of a 50 Kroner note, a half-chewed mitten
and even, unbelievably, an iPad! We had been warned! This particular pack of
huskies had been reared and trained by an Englishwoman, Elaine, who had
done the Arctic equivalent of a Shirley Valentine and had left her village in the
north of England to settle in northern Norway (via Finland). Apparently, her only
employment option back home was to work in a mill, which she refused to do.
Clearly, she loves her dogs and has done a good job in training them,
However, I can’t help feeling that moving to the Arctic to avoid working in a mill
is a bit extreme!
Northern Lights. Like most of my fellow passengers, my main reason for this
trip was to see the northern lights. I tried not to get my hopes up too much, since
they are notoriously elusive and depend on so many conditions. In the event,
we were very lucky as, having had several days of sun and clear skies, we saw
them fairly early on while at sea. They appeared several more times on
subsequent days, although you needed to be away from all light-pollution to
see the full spectacle. I have to say that standing in a field for two to three hours
in the freezing cold, gazing hopefully skywards for a glimmer of green, is not
my idea of fun. Also, something that I didn’t appreciate before is that the
camera sees the lights much more clearly than the naked eye does. Unfortunately, my camera isn’t sophisticated enough to capture such an image, but at
least I saw them and can tick one more thing off my bucket list. I don’t know
about you, but my list seems to be getting longer. I don’t think I’m doing it right!
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KEEP FIT
BOOK CLUB
BINGO

Tuesdays. Chillerton School. 7.45pm.
2nd Tuesday of the month. Village Hall. 2pm
2nd & 4th Fridays. Reading Room. 7pm.

READING ROOM

Social Evenings. Saturdays & Mondays. 8pm to 11pm.

MOTHER & TODDLER Fridays during term-time. Village Hall.
GROUP
11.30am.
FRENCH GROUP

9.30am to

Wednesdays. Village Hall. 4.30pm to 6pm

C&R SCHOOL
December 21/
January 7
ST OLAVE’S

Christmas Holidays.

December 24

Crib Service 4pm. Midnight Communion 11.30pm

December 25

Informal Family Worship 11am.

GALLYBAGGER FOLK
December 27
January 31
February 28
PARISH COUNCIL
January 8
February 5
March 5
QUIZ
VILLAGE MARKET
January 5
February 2
March 2
CGCA
December 17
January 18
BEAT SURGERIES
December 19
January 16
February 13

Reading Room. 8pm till 11pm

Meetings start at 7pm

Chillerton School at 7.30pm
To be arranged.
Chillerton Village Hall. 10am to noon.
Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Market and Café.
Reading Room. Christmas Singing.
Village Hall. Bangers and Mash.
Village Hall. 12.30pm to 1pm
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HORT SOC
January 4

Village Hall. 7.30pm. Business meeting & Show arrangements.

March 1

Reading Room. 7.30pm. Talk by Robin Attrill.

April 5

Reading Room. 7.30pm. Subject: TBD

Dark Skies
Chairman of the IW AONB, Jonathan Bacon was
the guest-speaker at December’s Parish Council meeting.
The subject of his talk was Dark Skies - a plan to make
rural areas, such as the area we live in, as free from
artificial and intrusive lighting at night as possible.
The need for safety and security is obviously important, but it’s suggested that outside lights on houses, and street lights should point downwards
to illuminate pavements etc, not upwards into the dark night skies… and the
dark, clear skies here when the stars are shining are beautiful! Proposals
include ‘dimming and trimming’ which might mean that street lights are
switched off after midnight, and that the street light bulbs, when they eventually
need replacing, are replaced with softer, less harsh light-emitting bulbs.
There are no laws to force householders to make any changes to
existing lighting, but it will be part of the planning process for new builds. They
are very happy to advise people who would like to make changes - for example
to encourage a change of lighting in conservatories so that as little light as
possible is lost through their translucent roof panels.
There are sixty four Dark Skies sites around the world including Sark,
and Dumfries and Galloway (who experienced an increase in tourism revenue
as a result).
The Parish Council supports the application being made in January, by
the AONB, Vectis Astronomical Society and CPRE, for Dark Skies park status
for the south western quadrant of the Island, which includes Gatcombe and
Chillerton. For more information on what this means, and why Dark Skies are
important, visit www.wightaonb.org.uk/explore/dark-skies/
And in no way connected (pardon the pun), we had
a taste of ‘dark skies’ recently when most of the village was
without electricity for several hours while emergency repairs
were being carried out. Fortunately we had time to circulate
a YPM email beforehand to give people enough time to find
torches and candles etc.
Am I the only one whose first thought was “oh
no…it’s Strictly semi final night!?” Thank goodness for iPlayer and Catch-up TVs!!!
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The Chillerton Quiz Nights present…!
Well…not a Christmas question to be heard, but the challenge of
preventing Smiggles (Steve, Peni, Sam and Kevin) from doing the unprecedented treble, obviously worked! Everybody stepped up to the plate, stayed
focused and sober, attempting to deny Smiggles!
Redoubling their usual efforts,
The Wangdoodles (Marcus, Chloe, Simon and Abigail), and Clueless (Brenda, Paula, Kathy and Marilyn) had
spectacular returns to form, but to no
avail! Despite going into the half-time
break in third place, full marks in TV,
playing their Joker in Recent News,
and an excellent Pictures Round boosted Smiggles to the top of the pile…
again!! Congratulations to them on being the first team to win three consecutive quizzes.
The Wangdoodles finished second (three points behind) and Clueless
finished third, a further three points behind them.
It was good to see a return to form for some of the other regulars; Two
of the Four Horsemen (Pete and Sue couldn’t be with us on the evening), Rob
and Sam, galloped into joint fourth place. (The burning question is will Pete and
Sue be allowed to reclaim their places next time!). Mary’s Team (Max, Graham,
Mary and Eileen) as usual were not far off the money, in joint fourth place…
along with… The Ps and Qs who were pushed out of their customary second
place.
Although they came last, the youngsters, Home Brew Crew (Jess,
Isaac and Dan) managed an excellent score, and it won’t be long before they
are moving up. Once more their best scores were in Food & Drink, and Music…
well, they ARE all students!
The Nearest the Bull prize was won by Clueless. The question was
‘During the 2018 FIFA World Cup, how many goals were scored in open play?’
With a combination of Paula working out how many games there had been, and
using a rough average of goals per match, and Brenda knocking a couple off
for ‘good measure’, they were just one goal out! Amazing!
Thanks to everybody who brought raffle prizes along. All money raised
from the cakes and raffle (£74) went to The Phoenix Project again (see next
page for more details about them and what they do.) Thanks to Kathy, Brenda
and Maxine for helping out - to Steve and Peni for all their help, and as always,
to everybody who comes along, supports us and enjoys the fun!
See you all in 2019!!
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The Phoenix Project
We are a not-for-profit service for adults with learning
disabilities and Autism and we are looking for volunteers. The
organisation’s aim is to give individuals the opportunity to develop and learn new skills, have a full and active life, and be part of
their local community.
We offer a wide range of different activities, buildingbased and also out in the community, including Art and Craft, Cooking, Woodwork, Golf, Massage and Relaxation, Choir, Music, Photography, Computers
and Exercise.
Our volunteers work alongside our trained staff, undertaking a variety
of different roles, from supporting service users to develop and learn new skills,
helping with daily jobs around the centre, driving, befriending, and making
items for us to sell. So whatever your skills, we have a role for you!
The Phoenix Project is based in an accessible building in Ryde; however, in the New Year we are opening a satellite woodwork unit in Newport and
we are looking for volunteers who have some woodwork experience, to work
with our service users to help them work safely, develop new skills and produce
goods either for their own personal use or to sell to the general public.
For more information please call Mandy on 810172 or email
enquiries@phoenixprojectiow.org or Facebook - The Phoenix Project (IOW)

In 1985 I was asked if I would look at rebuilding a temple. It had caught
fire and the front apex had collapsed. The roof had ‘gone’ and the front
‘capping’ stone had been smashed.
So this meant taking down the entire apex, to just above the fluted
columns, and rebuilding the front, and re-cutting the capping stones. The front
of the temple was built of cut Caen stone, so to get as near a match as
possible, we ordered rectangles of Bath stone. Once we had ordered this, we
had to wait for over six months for it to arrive.
While we were waiting for this, a bricklayer and I rebuilt the apex up to
the underside until we could cut and replace the capping stone.
And then I contacted Dave Hailstone (another Chillerton schoolboy who
was also a stonemason, and who I had
worked with at Appuldurcombe House)
and together we cut and rebuilt the apex
- these two Chillerton School old-boys
finished the front elevation in 1986!
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Report from your IW Ward Cllr. Steve Hastings
IW Fostering and Adoption
Could you provide a local home for Island children who are unable to live with
their birth families? The Isle of Wight Council's Fostering and Adoption teams
are looking for people who live on the Island, or surrounding areas, who can
help offer a safe, secure and warm home to a child, or sibling group, when their
own family are unable to.
We are particularly looking for homes for older children, teenagers, siblings and
children with disabilities or special needs.
Our newly launched, on-line hub page is a dedicated resource of fostering and
adoption information. Please visit www.iwight.com/fosteringandadoption to find
out more about the following:
● Becoming a foster carer or adopter.
● Information about the fostering and adoption assessment process.
● FAQS.
● Supporting information including; support, training and allowances we
can offer you.
● Fostering and Adoption on-line initial enquiry forms.
● Details of our drop-in information.
● Links to social media so you can follow us and see what we have
coming up.
Next steps - contact the Fostering or Adoption Team. If you would like to
discuss your particular circumstances, don't hesitate to give us a call on 01983
823160.
Boundary Review
The Boundary Review, by the Boundary Commission, is well on its way now
and there are some dramatic changes listed for Central Wight.
If this goes ahead as they have so far indicated, then Chillerton, Gatcombe,
Shorwell and Rookley will be moved out of Central Wight as it now stands, and
will join the Godshill Ward, which will then be called Central Wight, I believe.
However, my ward will then have Calbourne, Shalfleet and Porchfield added to
it and be called Brighstone Ward, effectively running from south coast to north
coast of the Island.
If this goes ahead I have suggested that the name should reflect the other main
villages also, and be called Brighstone, Calbourne and Shalfleet Ward.
Members should be getting an update soon and the new boundaries should be
known by January.
Chillerton and Rookley School
I have received notification that the Stenbury Federation are looking for a new
L. A. Governor, so if any member of the Parish Council would be interested, or
if you know of anybody who might be interested, please let me know.
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I believe they have had one application to date, but there are two additional
co-opted vacancies available and they would be pleased to receive applications from anyone with an interest.
The school is going through a difficult time, but is getting assistance from the
authorities to improve from its ‘Requires Improvement’ status from OFSTED.
Brook Lane
A good meeting was had between Parish Councillors and Island Roads recently regarding the resurfacing of Brook Lane.
After much delay in attending to this road surface, it finally looks like something
will be done. It was concluded that once the leaves have finished falling, the
road would be scraped back to see what the actual surface is like underneath,
then make a decision on how to make the surface good without too much
disruption to this attractive lane.
I will be keeping an eye on this one and making sure it stays on the list to be
attended to urgently.
Budget Time
We are at that time again when the Council has to set a lawful budget against
a backdrop of more Government cuts. This year we have to find another £5.5m
and most has been found by efficiencies without having to cut services, but
inevitably there will be some cuts which is always difficult, and with this in mind,
the Leader and the Cabinet have produced their budget and released it some
three months early in order to have discussions with opposition members and
get their feedback and potential alternatives should they have any to offer.
Military Road
Military Road is looking good now as Island Roads are cracking on, but a
section will have to be completed at the end near Shepherds Chine, as badgers
have dug their set under the highway. Island Roads are working with an
Environmental Expert so that the work can go ahead towards the end of the
project.
There was an official opening ceremony that took place on 15th November,
which saw around 70 vintage cars and a vintage bus
travelling from IW Pearl Centre to the Wight Mouse Inn
and back. I had the honour of cutting the ribbon with Cllr
Ian Ward and Cllr Hobart alongside.
With very best wishes to you all,
Isle of Wight Council. Member for Central Wight
Steve.hastings@iow.gov.uk 07870127024
Twitter - @cllr_hastings
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The Chillerton Book Group
The idea of a village Book Club was jointly proposed by Lyn Murdoch
and Jill Luscombe in 2009. Roslin farmhouse was to be our venue and
meetings would be monthly. Ten prospective members (numbers soon increased) were welcomed at Roslin on September 3rd 2009.
Our first book, "Small Island" by Andrea Levy, was chosen and introduced by Jill and was much enjoyed. Book choices that followed over the
coming months and years were varied, challenging, amusing and from different
countries. Each month a member introduced a choice of book, other members
acquired copies and lively discussions followed. Meetings would end with
delightful Roslin shortbread and cups of tea!
Nine years have come and gone: friendships have been made; money
has been raised by the Book Stall for charities; entries have been made for the
Scarecrow Festivals - and above all, a shared love of all kinds of literature.
Sadly,
age-related
handicaps have
made Roslin a
difficult
venue
for some and it
has been tentatively proposed
that any future
meetings could
take place at the
Reading Room.
At one time it
was thought that the Club would end, but it seems a revival could be on its
happy way…perhaps there will be a NEW chapter in the New Year!!

Citizens Advice Bureau Website
“Isle Find It” is an established local directory of services, helping you to access the information you need, all in one place. Find services and Local
Events anywhere on the Isle of Wight.
You can also add your own information about services and
events by simply registering online!

www.islefindit.org.uk

13

Chillerton & Gatcombe Community Association
A new committee was elected at our Annual General Meeting in
September. Paul Wells continues as Chair; David Attridge as Treasurer, and
Nigel Phillips as Secretary. The other committee members are Gillian Belben,
Sue Barber, Ian Poulter and Angie Newman. There are still places to fill and we
are eager for new people to join us in running the Association.
The Autumn policy of trying to hold a social event each month, and on
an evening other than Saturday or Monday, has proved very successful, with
David Thorpe and a friend providing the music for the end of September.
During October, we had the BEER & BUSES weekend which was a spectacular
event with people dancing to the band, Feck, on the front lawn, in the sunshine.
I am pleased to announce that we have been informed that Galleybagger
Chillerton was voted joint 6th by the people taking part in the event, which,
considering that over ninety establishments were participating over the weekend, was a great achievement for us, and I wish to thank all those who gave
their time and resources to make this happen. A handsome profit was made on
the Reading Room bar to go towards the Association’s activities.
For the end of November there was the event in the Reading Room,
which was transformed into a Bistro Café Bar, with live music by the Chain
Ferry Gang. In December the village hall hosted a delicious three-course
Christmas meal for the more elderly residents in the parish.
Looking ahead, the Carol Singing evening is in the Reading Room on
December 17th - possibly to include some live music as well as the singing. The
annual Bangers and Mash Evening is in the New Year on January 18th with
tickets at £6.50 per head. And for those who are still wondering about ‘scarecrows’, we can confirm that the CGCA has taken it over, and that Steve Hoyle
has agreed to co-ordinate the event which has been planned for the half-term
week at the end of May. Will you please give him all the support and help that
you can. Start your scarecrow designs now!
Our regular monthly events of the Saturday Market, superbly run by
Gillian Belben, and the last Thursday of the month, Folk Evening, which has
had excellent nights in October and November continue. To such an extent that
by popular agreement, the December slot on the 27th will be taking place.
This is all in addition to the weekly or monthly activities taking place
such as the music and French classes in the village hall, and the social
Saturdays and Mondays in the Reading Room.
In the Reading Room there has been an increase in the number of
books, and several people have started to use it on a book exchange system.
Therefore if anybody wants to take advantage of this, remember that it is
always open on Monday and Saturday evenings, so come along for a bit of
social book exchanging.
An update on our two properties, the Village Hall and the Reading
Room, is as follows:-
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The village hall restoration work to the South Wall has now been
completed, but further work to the East Wall will be required in the future. The
Reading Room roof works have now been completed in time for the winter. The
village hall has now completed ‘first time registration’ with the Land Registry,
and this shows that a sizeable
chunk of the land, adjacent to the
hall on the east side, belongs to
the CGCA. Furthermore, a picket
fence at the Reading Room has
been erected to prevent people
from throwing themselves into
the road!
Remember that the CGCA only exists for the benefit of
the community, so please support it and use the offered facilities. Remember the CGCA is
self-funding and relies on your
participation to maintain the facilities it offers.
(CGCA Chair) &
(Secretary)

Anyone interested in a New Year’s Eve Lantern Walk
this year, please contact Gareth.
It'll be similar to last year; an early-evening stroll
around the local countryside - maybe this time the
weather will be a bit better!
gmrider72@gmail.com

Gallybagger Folk!
The autumn folk and open mic nights have been a great
success with, as ever, a variety of music, song and verse.
By popular demand, the December gathering will take place
on the 27th with a little extra festive flavour thrown in.

15

Single Ply Membrane Roofing
- the ultimate flat roofing system -

Slating
- slate roofs will last for decades without the need for a re-roof -

Tiling
- tiled roofs can have a long life span if maintained properly -

Felt Flat Roofing
- modern high performance flat roofs can last up to 30 years -

Lead Work
- you will find lead work in many areas of your roof and home -

UPVC Fascias & Soffits
- low maintenance products in a wide range of colours -

Velux Windows
- these are a great addition to your roof and home -

– KD&LK GOODALL –
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Friendly Fun French Conversation Group
Since recommencing in September, we’ve covered lots of useful vocabulary during our Wednesday get-togethers … through ‘texts’, ‘challenging
individual presentations’ to stretch our understanding, scenarios, and not
forgetting ‘songs’ by the late Edith Piaf, and Charles Aznavour. (Plus a
welcome ‘one off’ French grammar session from an invited French grammar
‘expert'!)
We are a happy, friendly and welcoming group who are ever ready to
participate! Recently provided were some very amusing ‘conversations’ and
‘role plays’ - ‘Les Revenants’, (based on a Book Club) and Lady Chatterley’s

Lover’!! ; ‘An Accident and a trip to the hospital’; A discussion between an
unhappy ‘Hotel Guest and the Hotel Manager’; ‘An interview between a French
journalist and a member of the public’ and ‘Christmas Shopping’! (and more)
... all produced by talented and ‘imaginative’ members! This has hopefully
helped us with French vocabulary, pronunciation… and some grammar! Great
Fun. Formidable!!
Following the Christmas break, we shall hopefully recommence on
Wednesday 9th January 2019.
JOYEUX NOEL 2018 et BONNE ANNEE 2019 (Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year 2019) from all of us.
(thorpedavid41@gmail.com or 721492)

Please Save Your CHRISTMAS Stamps!
Thank you once more to everybody for saving their used stamps
(and old and no longer needed spectacles) for me. I can come
and collect them from you, so please ring me on 721542 to
arrange a time to suit you.
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Children in Need
Bright and early on Sunday 21st October,
ramblers young and old turned up at Chillerton
Village Hall to enjoy a hearty bowl of porridge
before they set out on the Pudsey Porridge Ramble
for BBC Children In Need. Would you believe that
there were a hundred bowls of porridge served that
morning!? Had it not been for the tireless group of
helpers - washing and drying dishes, serving tea
and coffee and stirring numerous pots of porridge,
(with both hands) it would not have been the fantastic success it was.
Any early mist and fog that day cleared to
allow the sun to shine and, soon, walkers and
doggies were trekking up the hill, through Tolt
Copse and along the valley to St Olave’s in Gatcombe. There, they were given a very warm welcome with a fine serving of tea and cake to ready
themselves for their ramble back over the down to
Chillerton. Thank you very much to all at St Olave's
who, once again, volunteered their time, baking
and brewing for Children In Need.
It was really good to get so many different
people enjoying the great outdoors here in our
parish. There is so much wonderful countryside
quite literally on our doorstep. If we can get out and
enjoy it whilst at the same time raise money for
such a good cause, then that has got to be a good thing.
Thank you to all those who helped in both Chillerton and Gatcombe,
and thank you to all those who took part. Through all your very generous efforts
and donations, we managed to raise a total of £700.
Thank you!

All is well with The Chillerton Players, for the most part.
At least eight - and sometimes ten - of us spend a happy
musical time on Monday mornings, in the village hall. Our clarinets are often supported by a bassoon or flute.
At the moment, we are busy making angels for our
Christmas tree which will be part of the coming Brighstone
Festival. We have been invited to play there one afternoon too
and so we are busy preparing our music.
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YOUR PARISH MATTERS!
It’s been a busy few weeks for YPM emails.
We’ve reminded you about the regular events taking
place in the parish, special events like the Beer &
Buses weekend, and the Pudsey Porridge Ramble,
Justin’s monthly beat surgeries, let you know about
the guest speaker at the last parish council meeting,
and asked for jam jars filled with sweets etc., for the school’s Christmas Fair!
A small key (possibly for a bike padlock) found on the track up to the
play area remains unclaimed though. But we had a great response to a request
for good, local and reliable taxi firms, and passed those on.
Most recently we managed to be able to give you a heads-up about the
electricity being switched off. Just time enough for people to be able to find
torches and candles!
YPM is a free service. If there’s anything going on locally that you would
like to let the parish know about, just send me an email.
If you’d like to be added to the YPM mailing list, then just send me a
quick email to say so. As you know, not everybody has internet access, so if
you receive YPM emails, please pass on anything of interest or importance to
your friends/neighbours who don’t … thank you!
(jill.webster@outlook.com)

Chillerton & Rookley Early Learners & Preschool
Our preschool children have been busy learning traditional nursery
rhymes this term. We made a giant 'Incy Wincy Spider' and a 'Humpty Dumpty'
for our display.
We have been on some lovely walks in the village earlier in the term, to
look at the very early signs of spring.
Christmas preparations have now begun at preschool, and the children
thoroughly enjoyed decorating the tree. It was a magical afternoon full of tinsel
and baubles! The children will be joining the main school
for a performance of 'The Little Angel Gets Her Wings'
during the last week of term. We will also be joining the
school at St Olave’s Church for a Carol and Cristingle
Service, which we are all very much looking forward to. We
held our Christmas Fair on December 12th which was well
attended and lots of fun!
We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year for 2019.
Best Wishes,
(Manager)
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What are your connections with the Parish? We moved here (after 15 years
in France) in April 2017 and had never heard of Chillerton/Gatcombe and the
amazing Scarecrow Festival!
Upon arriving, apart from constructing our first scarecrow (with one of my
husband David’s, old Elvis costumes!) I was eager to be busy and part of the
village. I suggested a Fun French Conversation Group and am pleased that
other ‘like minded’ people joined me.
Best and worst things about living here? I love the scenery and the coastal
areas. There’s so much to do and see on the Island. Worst: Not really any,
though maybe a couple of evening buses through the village would be good.
If you were a contestant on Mastermind, what would be your specialized
subject? Pass!! The Chillerton Quiz is like Mastermind to me! I would love to
be ‘super clever’!
What’s your favourite holiday destination? Probably France.
Do you have an unusual hobby/ability? When I was a child, my dad played
piano in a band, and also played for the dancing school, so of course I was part
of that and also learned to play piano a little. In the 60s and 70s I did long
distance swimming in open waters like Lake Bala, Trentham Lake, Mumbles to
Aberavon, Cross Channel Girls Relay in 1967, and Portsmouth to IOW in 1972!
Cold water training in the sea in all conditions….brrrr… and lots of competitions, including Sandown-Shanklin pier!
I am a part-time swimming teacher and have been able to recommence
teaching (despite being older!) to share my passion for swimming with others.
For years, I performed in musical theatre and drama groups, pantos (amateur
of course) where I met David. Then joined with six others to do little shows for
residential homes/associations etc.. Those are very fond memories.
If a film were made of your life, who would you choose to play you?
Maybe Julie Walters … or Dawn French!
Food Heaven and Food Hell? I love fresh prawns, mussels, crab, oysters and
fish. Food Hell – Whelks or snails. I would never even try Andouille (made of
tripe! Just the ‘smell’ is disgusting) but which most friends liked to eat in France!
What are the best and worst Christmas presents you’ve ever received? I
have loved every present. I remember as a child in the 50s my dolls came back,
over night, with newly-knitted clothes on Christmas Day!! Worst- a birthday
present when about 10 and a boy I invited to my birthday party bought me a
‘perm’! I had long straight hair!!! My mum permed my fringe with it!! I won’t
forget that perm and still have the photo!
Favourite Book? I cannot sit down long enough to read a book unfortunately!
I enjoyed reading Helen Keller’s story (in French).
Last Book you read? I read plays – with a Play Reading Group I go to once
a month at the Apollo. Newport. (Blythe Spirit etc). We all read different parts,
and usually it takes two sessions per play.
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Last film you saw at the cinema? Mamma Mia. And not exactly a film, but at
the cinema recently – Cliff Richard relayed live from a London theatre… it
brought back memories of my teenage years in the sixties!
Favourite comedian? I like most comedy, especially Michael McIntyre, Jack
Dee and David Jason (in Only Fools and Horses) and Dawn French (in Vicar
of Dibley!)
Favourite piece of music/musician? My late dad played anything on the
piano and they were all my favourites! One of his mum’s favourites was The
Dream of Olwen (and I still think of him playing this). Each birthday/Christmas,
dad’s present was a rolled up piece of music which he’d play and the family
would sing!!
Beatles or Rolling Stones? Beatles! Dancing to them in the early 60s!
Monarchy or Republic? I would say Monarchy, because of our Queen!
Which newspaper do you read? Daily Mail and The County Press.
What is ‘Must-See’ TV for you? I could go without TV, but usually watch X
Factor, Strictly, Corrie, Emmerdale, Apprentice, and anything I find funny!!
When was the last time you rode a bike? In France in 2017. I still have a
bike, but it’s too dangerous for me on the Main Road, Chillerton.
Earliest memory? From an early age in my Gran’s house having fun, enjoying
myself with all my family. People singing songs like ‘Who’s sorry now’ and all
the old songs and playing lots of games. And when sleeping at Gran’s, seeing
the man turning on the gas lights, and the policeman walking along the street
every night. Innocent happy times. And having to be silent when all the football
results were announced on the radio!!!
Do you have any pets? Oh yes! ‘Princess Scarlet’ - our little sweetheart dog
who we brought back with us from France. Love her. x
If you could give your fifteen year old self some advice, what would it be?
To work harder at school!!
If you could, would you go back in time or forward into the future? Back
to when there did not seem to be so much violence and serious crime.
Forward though in the hope of cures for major illnesses such as Motor Neurone
and Alzheimer's.
Have you had a life-changing experience? Moving to France and becoming
part of a French village. I enjoyed the challenge and threw myself into it giving
English lessons to adults and children, and helping with the school swimming
for a while.
Who’d be your three perfect dinner guests? I could not pick just three. I like
to listen to people’s experiences and share stories around a dinner table.
Would you rather be a contestant on Masterchef or Strictly? Strictly Come
Dancing! I love the costumes!
If you were an animal – what would you like to be and why? Any animal as long as I was loved! Maybe a penguin? They look happy in Marwell Zoo!
What would you do if the cash point at the bank overpaid you? Pay it back
immediately. I’d feel really guilty, even though it was not my fault!
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What is your most embarrassing moment? Dropping a bottle of wine in a
French supermarket!!!! And as a child, being in a restaurant and shaking the
tomato sauce bottle without its top on – oh those walls!!!!
Do you prefer to ring or text? Ring. I’m not keen on mobile gadgets!!
Favourite film/s? Rebecca, That’ll Be The Day and Summer Holiday!
Would you consider cosmetic surgery? If it was necessary due to an
accident or illness. OR, If I was certain it would work, and I could afford it!!!!
What is your greatest fear? I do not think I have a great fear of anything.
Although I have been known to lock the bedroom door when David, my
husband, is not around! Which was annoying for him once when he was out
with his friends and came back home after midnight and had to knock on the
bedroom door!!! He was not amused, especially as I was ‘ready to attack’!
Even less amused when I asked “Who is it”?!
Who would you like to be stuck in a lift with? Oh yes! – I would be feeling a
little fearful if I was stuck in a lift too… so maybe ‘a Lift Mechanic!’
What car would you like to own? I once had a Spitfire- and I loved that – it
was fun. Something with a bit of style maybe.
Have you ever lied about your age? No. Although I like to reverse my age to
myself if it makes me younger – e.g.: 53 becomes 35! etc. Except it does not
work at the moment!!! (I’ll say no more).
Do you believe in ghosts/aliens? Anything is possible. I would like to see
people I have lost, to know they are ok, but I think I would be quite shocked!
Which item would you wish for if you were stranded on a desert island?
Probably a telephone to phone for urgent help!
When are you at your happiest? When I am having fun – taking part in
something – learning something - teaching swimming - oh and I can spend
literally hours looking round shops and supermarkets - on my own!!
If you won the lottery, what would be your first purchase? My first thought
would probably be to share it with my family. As for myself - maybe a nice car
and a house with big kitchen, and room for people to stay with us, and a nice
sized garden and outlook.
What do you most dislike about yourself? I am very untidy, but don’t like to
lose anything no matter how small or insignificant. I am not a conscientious
houseworker!!! And I am quite a hoarder and don’t like to throw things away!
Have you ever been skinny-dipping? Moi!!?? No! Not a pretty sight!
Best Parish memory? We haven’t been here long, but already have lots of
great memories and have enjoyed all the events we have attended in the
parish. For a small village, it’s amazing just how many events we have had the
pleasure of attending.
How would you like to be remembered? That I was a listener, and cared
about people’s feelings. And that I was honest, happy to have a go at things,
appeared happy and made the most of life. Never forgetting people I love.
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Chillerton Village Market & Café
The village hall was bursting at the seams on Saturday December 1st
for our monthly market and café. Full of people socialising with friends, buying
fresh produce and enjoying great coffee, tea and cakes, at prices unchanged
now for over seven years.
This is because the monthly market and café, always on the first
Saturday of the month, was set up to provide a space for villagers to buy and
sell surplus produce, and stay on for the café. It is not a profit-making enterprise, although any surplus made is given to the Chillerton and Gatcombe
Community Association.
If you haven't been before, this is how it works. 10% of sales on the
produce table goes to the Association. Some sellers keep their produce sales
and some donate them to a range of village groups. All of the surplus from the
café goes to the association. We only use the best fresh coffee and tea, and
the nicest homemade cakes. We keep prices low; surely there can't be any
other café on the Island selling fresh coffee for £1, tea for 50 pence and a big
slice of cake, also for 50 pence.
Over the seven years, an increasing number of villagers have volunteered to run the market and café, once or twice a year. So, in 2018, the
organisers, Sam Turner and Gillian Belben, have
been joined by a dozen others who are keen to keep
the monthly event going. The area we want to develop is the content of the market stall. Relatively few
villagers have surplus fruit, vegetables, plants, preserves and craft, so if you feel you would like to take
part, please contact Sam (07972512571) or Gillian
(721519) for more information. And if you want a
great Chillerton and Gatcombe welcome, we are at
the village hall, every first Saturday of the month,
from 10 am to 12 noon.

NEW Aga Toaster - £15
USED Aga Toaster - £7
Fifty assorted horse brasses - £15
Dog Cage/Crate for large dog- just needs a scrub up! - £5
Tel 721483
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The year is rushing on. Only a short time ago we
were experiencing a heat-wave, and now autumn is upon
us and the lane to St Olave’s Church is carpeted with
gold.
Soon, I’m sure, the cold weather will arrive and, at
the church, we are already preparing for Christmas and the
various services. We recently had our autumn clear-up of
the churchyard, and intend to follow this by a ‘leaf sweep’
in a few weeks’ time.
And at the beginning of December, the inside of the
church had a special clean. A huge ‘thank you’ to all the dusters, polishers,
hooverers and sweepers who make our church gleam in readiness for our
Advent and Christmas services. Everyone worked so hard, but a special
mention must go to Rosemary Shirlaw, who scrubbed the servery floor on
hands and knees (yes, really!), and to Jenny Dyer, who not only worked away
like mad, but brought lemon cake for our elevenses. What a fantastic team!!!!
This year, as last year, the village held a Pudsey Porridge Ramble for
Children In Need which started in the village hall with a porridge breakfast.
Those who took part in the Pudsey Ramble took the long way round to the
church for a half-way ‘coffee and cake stop’ and a loo break! Donations in the
church were well over £100 and this was added to the money raised in the
village hall and through sponsorship. The final grand total amounted to over
£700. Amazing! The church, as always, welcomes the chance to be included
and to be involved in the village activities.
St Olave’s always starts early with its Christmas Market (this year it was
on November 10th) - hopefully before everyone has bought their presents
elsewhere. With the chairs, kneelers and hymn books put to one side, the
church was transformed into a continental-style market, with colourful stalls,
bunting, balloons, and an inviting coffee shop.
It was wonderful to see the church so full, and hopefully some of the
people who came will join us for our Sunday services, or maybe our special
Christmas services?
It seems that nobody managed to get past the raffle ticket sellers, who
were sitting outside in the cold gazebo, as they sold an amazing number of
raffle tickets. I am reminded of Gandalf in Lord of The Rings shouting, ‘You
Shall Not Pass,’ but I don't think he followed it up with, ‘Unless you buy a raffle
ticket!!’
Amazingly the church was restored to full order in record time for our
Remembrance Service the next day and, when the money was added up, over
£1,000 had been raised for the upkeep and running of the church. A huge thank
you to Liz who organised the event, to the fund-raising team, and to all who
worked so hard.
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The church was extra full for this year’s Remembrance Service too. The
altar was decked with a poppy wreath and vases of poppies, and Elizabeth
Peace read out the Roll of Honour and spoke movingly, highlighting the
importance of peace and reconciliation. Doreen Sigvaldsen read one of her
poems, and spoke of her work with soldiers who had been involved in present
day wars. It was a very moving special service, in this anniversary year. The
collection, for The Royal British Legion, raised £167.55.
The church’s year moves on, with weekly Sunday services through
Advent, to the excitement of Christmas. On the first Monday of the month at
10am, there is a Prayer Meeting in the church. On Wednesdays, the Bible
Study Group meets at Peter and Jane Lee’s house. As always, all are very
welcome.
In December, we have the Christmas services to look forward to:Our Carol Service is on December 16th at 6.30pm, the Crib Service is on
December 24th at 4pm, the Christmas Eve Eucharist is at 11.30pm, and
there will be an informal Christmas Day Service at 11am.
The Crib Service is especially delightful, as the children can dress-up
as which ever Nativity character they would like to be. We have a large
selection of costumes for them to choose from, which is lucky, as last year we
had two Marys, masses of angels, but only two kings!!!
As St Olave’s was built in the C13th, I wonder how many Christmases
have been celebrated under its roof? Almost too many to count. It makes you
quite dizzy to think of medieval peasants,Tudor villagers, Restoration and
Victorian parishioners, through to the present day, all worshiping under the
same roof. A continuity of Christianity.
In the New Year, the church’s year moves on and we have lots to look
forward to. In the spring, after the quiet of Lent, we have the joy of Easter.
On the fund-raising front, we are planning a Coffee Morning & Spring
Market on April 27th, and a very special Murder Mystery Evening on Saturday
June 15th. Caught Red Handed Productions are
writing a new script especially for the evening,
basing the mystery on events at the church. There
will be a buffet supper with a complimentary glass
of fizz to be enjoyed whilst we puzzle out Whodunit.
Do hope it’s not ‘Harriet in the vestry with the candlestick!!!’ Tickets will be on sale very soon at £15.
Please book early as this is a big event for
us to organise and we need to know numbers as soon as possible. Please ring
Liz Taylor on 721086, Harriet Robinson on 721766 or Elizabeth Peace on
551415 to book.
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Home Thoughts from a “Broad”!
The first winter I spent out of England was definitely a shock to my
system - not necessarily in a bad way, as I was lucky enough to be out in the
West Indies, working on charter yachts, but it was the first time I’d celebrated
Christmas in a tropical climate. Although the locals in Grenada did put up lights,
and some had artificial trees, it was extremely strange to this lifelong Brit to be
wearing a bikini or shorts on the 25th of December. Sitting on a beach bordered
with palm trees, watching the turquoise sea lap at the white sand, I found it hard
to associate this sight with the memory of short days, long nights, and rainy or
snowy weather back home and the smell of the roast in the oven as we
unwrapped presents. It took me many years to become accustomed to this
different ambience and to get truly in the Christmas spirit.
Actually, it’s been a long time since I celebrated Christmas at home the Isle of Wight being the only place I think of as home, despite having lived in
Carlsbad for decades. After my time in the Caribbean, I moved to South Florida
where, again, winter was sunny and mild. From there, we relocated to New
Mexico and have experienced over 20 Christmases here. So the traditional
holiday of my youth is still AWOL. Although we CAN get some snow, it is rare
in December so, instead of snowmen gracing the gardens of many houses, the local
children go out and collect tumbleweed and
fashion several of those into an appropriate
shape, then add the requisite hat, scarf,
nose, etc.
Talking of tumbleweed, I recall going to the local drive-in movie theatre here
one windy evening, and laughing when,
while watching a Western up on the big
screen, tumbleweed was rolling by just
below it! It certainly added an extra touch of realism to the film!
But back to Christmas, and the differences between the UK and the
USA. Firstly, most Americans say Merry Christmas, whereas Happy Christmas
is my normal greeting. Secondly, the chubby, bearded chap in the red suit is
called Santa or, maybe, Old St. Nick, but they’ve never heard of Father
Christmas. Thirdly, people here have no concept of Boxing Day and, when
asked what it might represent, create some very strange scenarios, usually
involving pugilism! Fourthly, my American friends and my in-laws were unfamiliar (gasp) with Christmas crackers! When I first mentioned bringing them to
a family gathering in Michigan, it was assumed I was contributing something to
partner with cheese. However, when I distributed the crackers to the group and
explained how to proceed, what followed was quite magical.
This was at a time when the majority of Mark’s aunts and uncles were
still with us, so I watched as twenty or more people, from 2 to 92, jumped as
the cracker popped, and then giggled and guffawed as they sat reading the
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silly jokes, examined the enclosed trinket and donned their colourful paper hats.
In that moment, they were ALL children and they couldn’t
have been having a better time. Since then, I have introduced a lot
of Yanks to the glorious silliness that is a Christmas cracker, and
many have gone on to order them online so they can share the fun
with their own families and friends. So now a whole new group of people can
leave the table with their foreheads stained from cheap tissue-paper hats. My
work here is done!
Finally, as I wish you all a very HAPPY Christmas from across the
pond, I would like to leave you with some classic cracker jokes.
What do they sing at a snowman’s birthday party? Freeze a jolly good fellow.
What do angry rodents send to each other in December? Cross Mouse Cards.
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite.
What is the best present in the world? A broken drum - you just can't beat it!
Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A mince spy.
And maybe the best (worst?) of all:
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? A Christmas Quacker!
Yes, I admit it, I LOVE puns, but then I am, after all, what you might
refer to as a “Groan Woman”!
Jane Buckholz grew up in Bonchurch with her brother Roger and her parents,
Walter and Jean, and attended Sandown Grammar School. Her mother resided in
Chillerton for nearly 40 years. Jane currently lives in Carlsbad, New Mexico, USA,
and can be reached at TheNomadBrit@yahoo.com

Chillerton & Gatcombe Horticultural Society
Since the last update, we have had the AGM and a
fantastic quiz, thanks to Sally Cardew. We have also started
preparations for next year’s Show and there are some exciting classes. The schedules will be delivered with your next
C&G News so that you can all get growing, cooking, sewing
etc!! Without giving too much away, during the long, dark and
chilly winter evenings, you might want to knit a tea cosy? Just
a suggestion!!
Looking ahead to the next few months, we have a Business Meeting on
4th January at 7.30pm in the village hall, and a fascinating talk on Friday 1st
March 7.30pm in the Reading Room, by Robin Attrill, entitled - Flora and Fauna
of Gibraltar.
We hope to see plenty of you there!
(Show Day Secretary)

27

Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council
We have almost completed our third quarter (October-December 2018)
in a busy programme of activities. If you would like to see more details of our
plan, full documentation can be found on the Parish website at
www.chillertonandgatcombe.org
We group activities and achievements under the following headings:
Community Health and Well-Being
The fourth annual Christmas lunch as a ‘thank you’ to the many,
especially older, residents who have contributed so much over the years to
community life, takes place on December 11th. We run this with volunteers
from the Community Association and the wider community. This year around
45 lunches will be served, some delivered to homes for those who can’t get to
the hall.
A grant of £500 was given to the Community Association for the repair
of a roof at the Reading Room.
Please don’t forget the ‘social budget’ we have to support the community. Anyone can apply for a grant to run an event or take part in an activity that
benefits the parish.
Councillor Sham Payn has been coordinating a big project to get us all
walking round our beautiful parish. The launch of five walks will coincide with
the IW Walking Festival in May 2019. We are very grateful for the Lottery Fund
grant for leaflet production which our Clerk Maxine Warr applied for. A more
detailed report from Sham is elsewhere in this newsletter.
Environmental improvements
Our bespoke oak noticeboards for Chillerton and Gatcombe are now installed by the
school and church. We have received lots of positive feedback,
especially from those who will no
longer suffer broken nails or deal
with rain-damaged posters!
The village green continues to be beautifully kept by David
Hayden and volunteer work parties. The new composting area is working well. This winter we will also be
completing the coppicing of hazel stands, to help maintain the environment for
wildlife. We plan to give the old phone box a spruce-up and a new lease of life.
Watch this space!
We continue to be lucky to have volunteer litter-pickers who patrol the
main road and parish lanes. Doug Barber, Sally Cardew and Alan Chandler are
known to us, but if you also walk and litter-pick, please let us know. Now that
the Green, the surrounds of the Reading Room and Village Hall are looking so
good, it’s about time we re-entered the ‘Best Kept Village’ competition for 2019.
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Also this winter, you will see some hedgerow
improvement work on the footpath between the top of
Brook Lane and the church. Hedging was planted in
early 2015 and the latest work, carried out by volunteers, will be part of ongoing management work to fill
gaps in the hedgerow, and remove dead or fallen
branches.
Road and traffic improvements
You will have seen that the plan to improve
safety around the school, consulted on in May, is slowly, but surely being
implemented. 20 mph signage is installed, and new road markings will follow.
There are some teething problems that we are working on now, but hope that
when everything is in place, there will be an improvement in the way vehicles
and pedestrians move through the village.
Now that the wet weather is fully on us and the new road surfaces in
Chillerton and Gatcombe are ‘bedding in’, the biggest issues we are raising with
Island Roads are about flooding and drainage, and their impact on road safety.
So far we are taking up the following problems: flooding from the driveway to
Gatcombe House going north; on the Cox’s Corner junction with Sandy Lane;
on the bend opposite the entrance to Brook Lane, and the continuing land
drainage problem on Berry Lane. If you have noticed any more dangerous
flooding in the parish, please get in touch with any of the parish councillors. We
really appreciate the local knowledge and questions that come in from residents.
The lobbying for re-surfacing work on Brook Lane, as set out in the
contract with Island Roads, has been taken up by Ward Councillor Steve
Hastings. Thus far we have no good news.
And finally, the parish council has started a new project in this year of
remembrance for the centenary of the end of the First World War. With input
from volunteers and the Isle of Wight Records Office, we are going to research
as many details as we can on the lives of the men in the parish who were killed
in both wars. Depending on much more research and consultation with you, we
may then be able to achieve a permanent and accessible memorial to the war
dead of this parish. As many of you know, the men of both wars are recorded
on a framed roll of honour in the church; those of the Second World War are
commemorated on a plaque in the Reading Room, and they are remembered
annually in this newsletter. It may now be time to join other villages on the
Island by installing a permanent memorial.
We are starting the detailed research with the men who were killed in
the Second World War, and are particularly interested in personal memories
and photographs of them held by family and friends. If you can help us
supplement the research into official records on the following men, please get
in touch, you can contact any of the councillors:
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Private R. Butchers (Royal Berkshire Regiment), Sgt. H. Cossins (Grenadier
Guards), LAC J. Saunders (RAF), Sgt W.R. Cooper (RAF) and E. H. Tulley
(Civilian).
If you have concerns or suggestions, and would like to influence our
programme of activities, please come along to our regular meetings, now on
the first Tuesday of the month, at Chillerton Village Hall.
From all of us on the Parish Council, please have a very happy
Christmas and prosperous New Year.
(Chair)

Parish Walks
The Parish Walks (developed by parishioners) will be launched as part
of the Isle Of Wight Walking Festival between May 4th and May 19th 2019.
For that time, five walks have been chosen to be undertaken with
interested participants, and these will be led by some of the people who have
been involved in this project. Those five walks will also become available as
printed leaflets. At the same time, every walk that has been submitted will be
available to be downloaded from the Parish website. Dates and times of walks
will be circulated in the New Year.

Parish Walks - UPDATE!
The Parish Council are delighted to announce that they
have been awarded £460 towards the cost of printing the first
round of the Parish Walks. The grant is from ‘Awards for All’,
which is part of the Big Lottery Fund. This will mean the project
is now full steam ahead, with the launch scheduled for the
week of the IW Walking Festival in May.
Many thanks to all who have helped to pull this together, and we look
forward to developing the leaflets over the next few months.

CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
Grass Cutting Contract
Tenders are invited for the grass-cutting contract within the Parish Council
area of Gatcombe and Chillerton. A schedule of work is available, on
application, from the Clerk to the Council,
Chillerton & Gatcombe Parish Council, 30 Fieldway Crescent, Northwood,
Cowes, PO31 8AJ
Email: clerk@chillertonandgatcombe.org or telephone 01983 609850.
The contract will be for a period of two years, commencing in April 2019.
Tenders must be received by the Clerk no later than midday on
January 18th 2019.
The Parish Council is not bound to accept the lowest, or any tender.
Maxine Warr (Clerk to the Parish Council)
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Mr Craig Dabbs, who advertises in the C&G News, has just
completed a wonderful driveway into my garage, and an
equally wonderful pathway up to the cottage. I cannot recommend his work highly enough!!
A big thanks to Cross Country Services for sorting out our old oak tree. The
tree is a big beast and probably has not been trimmed in the 70 years it has
been in situ.
Will made an excellent job of removing a lot of dead branches and opening up
the top to let in more light. The debris was removed swiftly and efficiently and,
by the end of the morning, there was no sign that any work had taken
place…apart from having a great looking tree in the garden! We would
definitely use them again.
Despite a slow start, Halloween went really well! We’d expected the children
earlier as it does get dark early, but it was probably after 6pm before they
suddenly started coming round!!! And I have to say what POLITE and LOVELY
children and mums/dads we have in Chillerton. We even received a lovely letter
of thanks from one group.

A VERY Happy Birthday!
Irene Watterson celebrated her 100th birthday on September 19th and
her card from the Queen was delivered by our local post girl, Clara. Irene spent
a lovely day with her family, including both her great grandchildren, Alice and
Finnley, who came over especially, from Australia.
The evening was spent in Chillerton’s Reading Room, celebrating with
friends, family and neighbours from the village. She was very pleased to see
so many people there. Instead of presents,
Irene had asked for donations to be made to
the hospice, and with the generosity of local
people and her family, £370 was handed
over.
Another celebration took place on
Saturday in the village hall, with many family
members, who Irene only sees occasionally, attending. She again managed to celebrate in style despite a heavy cold caught
from her great grandchildren!
Thank you to everyone who helped
make her 100th birthday so enjoyable.
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Great Whitcombe Manor
Whitcombe Rd., Nr. Carisbrooke. Newport. PO30 3DY
The Ancient Woodland of Whitcombe Hangar of three acres above
Great Whitcombe Manor, crowning the apex at the centre of the Isle of Wight
in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with its tallest Wild Service Tree in
England, known as the Chequer Tree, its dark dense wood was made into
gaming boards and its fruit brewed in our Brew House. The nearest pub, The
Chequers at Rookley, records this celebrated tree.
Sir Edward Worsley, owner of Great Whitcombe Manor in 1648, became friends of King Charles 1 when he was accommodated in Carisbrooke
Castle. On the King’s imprisonment, Sir Edward plotted his escape by sending
messages to the King hidden in produce from the Great Whitcombe Manor
farm. He signalled from Great Whitcombe Manor, over the fields to the Castle,
to alert the King of the timing of his escape. The ponies for the King’s escape
to the Coast, and meeting up with his Queen, Henrietta Maria, sister of King
Louis, were kept in Whitcombe Hangar. Sadly, the escape was frustrated.
We are currently planting an avenue of silver birch, cherry and rowan
trees at the top of the Wild Flower Meadow, close to the Hangar. We will shortly
be sowing red poppy seeds lower in the Meadow, so this commemoration of
the end of the First World War in 1918 can be seen from Whitcombe Road.

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed to help maintain the grounds of Great Whitcombe Manor, which include three acres of wild flower meadow, and three
acres of Ancient Woodland. There is only 2% of Ancient Woodland left in
England, and in order to save and preserve it, perhaps you would like assist
with coppicing, clearing paths, planting, etc.? A better work-out than going to
the gym!! Are you available, with spade and secateurs, to come along and join
our team on Saturday or Monday mornings, between 9am and 1pm?
We also need volunteers with laptops to undertake historical research
of the life history of Great Whitcombe Manor, its owners and residents. These
include the Worsleys, Churchills, Poles, etc.. Of particular interest to those who
love the Island, is the earliest known original settlement of which evidence of
Bronze Age Tools and Weapons, currently in store, but to be exhibited, were
found in the Manor grounds in 1926, dating from 4000 B.C. Much, much earlier
than Godric the Priest who travelled from France with the Norman entourage in
the 11th century to take up residence in Great Whitcombe Manor.
If you would like to volunteer or would like more information, please contact
Ann Pembroke on 01983 520046.
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Something for a Christmas Stocking?
Occasional contributor to our newsletter, Derek Sprake will be known
to many of you. And over more than 25 years, many of you will have been along
to some of his humourous and informative talks based on historical facts about
the Isle of Wight. Derek is a firm favourite as a speaker for many local organizations!
Audiences often ask him ‘have you written these down?’ Well, he has
now and recently his book, An Isle of Wight Raconteur, has been published.
The 12 chapters cover almost everything from smuggling to goat-keeping via
the old village show, in Derek's own inimitable style! James Fellows has
provided many wonderful illustrations!
Stuck for an idea for a Christmas present? Look no further! The book
is available from Derek (551234 or djssprake@mail.com) at a cost of £10 per
copy. (This includes delivery and postage).

Creative Writing
All writing is creative, whether it’s a story, a poem, a letter or a message
in a greetings card. It doesn’t matter if you choose to write by hand or type on
a computer keyboard. What matters is that you communicate your ideas and
feelings in your own words. Maybe you believe that you have nothing interesting to say, but just think about the wealth of your family history and the events
that have affected your life. This can be a good place to start.
Have you got piles of photos with no information on the back? Pick
some out and write about the people and places as you remember them.
Adding a few lines is a memorable and attractive way of recording events in an
album.
Do you find the cards often have verses or sentiments that don’t
express what you want to say? Write your own. Buy cards that are blank inside
or make your own using photos, drawings, or collage.
So much junk mail lands in the mailbox, that the arrival of a handwritten
letter has become a special event. Emails and text messages, while useful and
immediate, don’t capture the pleasure of opening the envelope and settling
down to read the letter. Be it news from friends and family, celebrations or
concerns, this form of creative writing should not be underestimated.
Have you ever kept a diary or a journal? Instead of just noting appointments and birthdays, write about the daily events in your life and in the news,
expressing your delight, anger, frustration, or sadness.
What kind of books do you read? Romance, thrillers, travel, poetry,
biographies, history? Perhaps you prefer magazines. Whatever you enjoy
reading, you will find that each author has their own style. When you write, just
be yourself, knowing that your own style will emerge as you engage with a
subject that interests you. That really is the key. If you’re enthusiastic, it shows
in your writing and leaves the reader wanting more.

33

34
ssencommunity

ssen.co.uk/winter-ready

At Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks we work all year
round to keep your lights on. But, winter can bring all kinds of weather.
So why not act now to prepare?

∞ Download our free Power Track app

∞ Note down the national power cut number, 105

To help you through winter, we suggest you:

Let us help you prepare for winter

ssencommunity

0800 294 3259 | ssen.co.uk/priorityservices

At Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks we work all year round to keep
your lights on. But, winter can bring all kinds of weather. If you know anyone
who might need extra help, why not join our free register?

Join our free Priority Services Register today.

Do you, or someone you know,
need extra help if there’s a power cut
this winter?

At Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks, we work all year round
to prepare for winter, and keep your lights on.
When the weather works against us and electricity supplies are interrupted,
we’re committed to providing our customers with additional support whilst we
work to restore power as quickly and safely as possible.
105 is the number to call if there’s a power cut. You can call 105 to
report or find out information about power cuts in your local area.
For some, a power cut can be particularly distressing and difficult. We
offer a free Priority Services register to give extra help and support to those in
the greatest need. You may be eligible if you:
● Have children under five
● Are over 60
● Have additional medical, or communication needs.
For further information visit us at www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServices
Or contact our dedicated team on 0800 294 3259
If you use a text phone, you can register by calling 0800 316 5457

Our Very Own Stars of Stage & Screen…!!
After an exciting wait, the episode of ‘Caz the Dog’ by Ferne and Rory’s Vet
Tales (filmed in Chillerton with Polly and Flora, and at The Mobile Vet) was
broadcast on BBC cBeebies on Wednesday 5th December.
To catch up, the show is available on the iPlayer throughout December.
Happy viewing - woof!
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0btnvnp/ferne-and-rorys-vet-talesseries-2-13-caz-the-dog
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Police & Neighbourhood Watch
PC Tim Campany and PCSOs
Justin Keefe and Stephen
Oatley are our
Safer Neighbourhood Team.
Fortunately, we don’t need to
call them often, but if you do,
their contact details are on
page 37.

For your safety, Tim, Justin and Stephen ask, where possible, that you ring
101 in non-emergency situations, or 999 for emergencies, rather than their
mobile numbers, as they may be on leave / not on duty. They will answer
emails as soon as they can. Thank you.

Beat Surgeries.
Justin will be holding regular monthly Beat Surgeries outside the Village Hall
in Chillerton between 12.30pm and 1pm on the following dates December 19, January 16, February 13, March 13.
Go along for a friendly, informal chat about any concerns you may have.

Isle of Wight Alert
Sign-up to receive Isle of Wight Alert emails
directly from the police. It’s a simple procedure and
you can ‘tailor’ it to suit your particular area of concerns about crime. Go to www.iowalert.co.uk
Monthly crime statistics are available online - go to www.police.co.uk and put
in your postcode to find out about local crime.
With no apologies for repeating these seasonal warnings… please don’t leave
parcels and presents on view in your car, or in your home!
Please don’t respond to scam emails (or phone calls) about having missed a
parcel delivery … or those informing you of a tax refund, irregular activity on
your bank account, TV licensing, Internet disconnection, problems with your
computer… be suspicious! Be SAFE!
Tim has given us this website to check out….
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Business/Trading-Standards/TradingStandards1/Scams1

The deadline for items for the Spring Chillerton &
Gatcombe News is March 17th 2019…..thank you.
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DOCTORS
Carisbrooke Health Centre. 22, Carisbrooke High St., N’port.
Godshill Surgery. 2, Yarborough Close, Godshill.
The Dower House. 23-27, Pyle St., Newport.
Medina Healthcare. 16, West St., Newport.
CHEMISTS
Boots
124-126 High St., Newport.
Day Lewis 86-88 High St.,
Newport.
Lloyds
41-42 Pyle St.,
Newport.
ST OLAVE’S CHURCH, GATCOMBE
Rev. Marcus Bagg, 56, Castle Rd., Newport. PO30 1DP
HOSPITAL
St Mary’s, Parkhurst Rd., Newport.
Dental Hotline
NHS Direct
POLICE (Non-Emergency 101)
PC Tim Campany - tim.campany@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Justin Keefe - justin.keefe@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

522150
840626
522060
522198
522595
522346
522638
718908
524081
111
111

PCSO Stephen Oatley - stephen.oatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Jill Webster
- jill.webster@outlook.com
CHILLERTON & ROOKLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Main Rd., Chillerton - admin.chillerton@lineone.net
LIBRARY - Lord Louis Library, Orchard St., Newport.
MOBILE LIBRARY
From January, no stops in Chillerton or Gatcombe. For details of
Rookley Green and Chale Green - libraries@iow.gov.uk
BUS INFORMATION
Southern Vectis - www.islandbuses.info
REFUSE & RECYCLING - www.iwight.com
WIGHTLINK - new customer number.
RED FUNNEL
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721483
721207
527655
823824

827000
821000
03339
997333
02380
248500

Your Parish Council
Parish Clerk
Maxine Warr

01983 609850

clerk@chilertonandgatcombe.org
30, Fieldway Cresecent,
Northwood, Cowes. PO31 8AJ
gb.cgparish@gmail.com

Chairman
01983 721519
Gillian Belben
Vice Chair
07990 842773
spcparish361@gmail.com
Roland Payn
Graham Hatch
07758 513819
gh.cgparish@gmail.com
Katie Jones
07758 513819
kj.cgparish@gmail.com
Juliet Davies
07588 521448
jd.cgparish@gmail.com
Website:- www.chillertonandgatcombe.org

Parish Council meetings start at 7pm and are held at various locations
within the parish. Details on noticeboards and on the website.
January 8
Village Hall

February 5
Village Hall

March 5
Village Hall

The newsletter is delivered free of charge to all residents of the
parish of Chillerton and Gatcombe. If you live outside the parish and would
still like a copy then we will be very happy to send you an email copy free of
charge, or a hard copy for £2.65 per annum (collected) or £5 per annum by
post. Please contact the editor for details.
If you would prefer to receive your C&G News digitally via email (and of course
in glorious technicolour!!) just let the editor know via email and we’ll add
you to the list.

MANY thanks go to ‘THE NEWSLETTER TEAM’ Steve Holloway and Jane Buckholz … and to our
faithful team of deliverers - Steve & Peni, Sham, Simon &
Georgina, Marcus, Alan, Carolyn, Lorna, Harriet, Katie &
Graham - for braving all weathers to get the
newsletters to you!!
DISCLAIMER.
The Chillerton & Gatcombe News is produced by a team of volunteers. All articles and
advertisements are taken in good faith. We cannot take responsibility for any legal
queries resulting from these. Submitted articles do not necessarily reflect our views.
We reserve the right not to print submitted articles.
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Advertise in the Chillerton & Gatcombe News from as
little as £15 for one year (four issues). For more information please ring Steve Holloway on 721654 or email
steve@median-accountancy.co.uk

– SPRAKE BUILDING SERVICES –
– SPRAKE DEVELOPMENTS LTD –
Tel: (01983) 721941
Mobile: 07889 035858
Long End, Main Rd., Chillerton, IW. PO30 3ER
NEW DWELLINGS * RENOVATIONS
EXTENSIONS * GENERAL BUILDING
FITTED KITCHENS * ROOFING
CARPENTRY

