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I continue to inspect the play area every week and report any defects directly to the 
parish clerk via email and written inspection logs. 
Generally l have very little damage either through vandalism or general wear and 
tear. However, the perimeter chain link fence has had damage due to what I 
believe to be a stray football entering the adjacent land on either side. 
This is not only dangerous but can lead to a serious injury from sharp wires 
protruding out into the play area. 
Another issue that is difficult to control are the holes that appear mainly along the 
fence line caused by the local rabbit population .  
I have mentioned both health and safety issues in the Chillerton and Gatcombe 
newsletter just to remind users of both the play area and football to show caution. 
 
I have been looking closely at the local footpaths in both parishes and was 
saddened to find that dog fouling was an issue . 
A4 Laminated anti dog fouling posters were placed in what l call the hot spot areas, 
this did have some effect in reducing dog fouling, but on some footpaths it didn’t 
work. Recently l tried a new tactic of spraying white circles around the dogs mess 
and explained this in the newsletter. 
On my return I was delighted to see a vast improvement with no additional fouling 
since my last inspection. P.S. The white paint is water soluble. This is good news 
all round. 
Hollow lane that had fouling issues in the past has again improved since the 
installation of signage. I will however continue to monitor the footpaths and villages 
in the course of my work.  
 
I had two incidences of fly tipping both in Gatcombe and Chillerton of garden waste 
in black waste bags, which were removed by Island roads. 
On a similar note a badger that had been hit by a car close to rectory road. 
Both villages due to the geographical location are always likely fly tip locations 
being so quite. Fortunately this is not a consistent problem I’m pleased to say. 
 
I have dealt with a few issues raised by residents and will always do my upmost to 
rectify the situation if at all possible or refer the issue to another agency if that is 
the case. 
Both Chillerton and Gatcombe are a pure joy to work in and it’s quite clear how 
passionate the residents are in preserving the unique environment that they reside 
in. 
I am always happy to assist the Councillors and residents if a need arises and will 
do my upmost to resolve an issue. 
I am looking forward to the upcoming scarecrow festival. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Bob Nelson  
Environment Officer Chillerton & Gatcombe. 
 


