
Report from the LAF meeting 1st December 2022 via Teams 
 
This was the first meeting for many months  a number of topics were covered: 
 

1) Coastal Path: Full updates were given by John Trusswell, senior advisor or Natural 
England on the Coastal Path covering the area between Highcliff and Shoreham.  He 
is also the lead officer on the IOW route 1 from East Cowes to Wootton Bridge.  
Route 1 is proving the most challenging to get get agreement and a definitive route 
has not yet been decided.  John is intending to hold s meeting wit local landowners 
of this area in January 2023.  Myself and Paul Fuller (LAF Chair) look forward to 
talking to the local Councillors, both Parish and County, for this area as an endeavour 
to increase their understanding and gain their support. 

 
The rest of the Island, from route 2 (which starts at Wootton Bridge)through to route 
10, which concludes back in East Cowes, is managed by Chloe Walker-Panse who is 
assisted by, John Brownscombe from the IOW Council ROW dept. This whole series 
of defined routes has proved less complex to organise in its entirety than the very 
small section that makes up route 1! 
 
The entire Coastal Path is funded by DEFRA at no cost to the local authority and it 
becomes part of the English National Trail as in the Pennine Way and the South Way.  
Future funding of the trail will be from government with a possible 25% contribution 
from the local authority ….. which can be in kind. (It is worth noting that the path 
currently running around the coast of the Island is 100% funded by the IOW council. 
 

2) Lost Ways: these are historic ROW which have been lost over time. There has been a 
drive to reinstate these which would have come to an end in 2026.  There is no 
longer a deadline on this.  I questioned whether this would include bridleways which 
were lost or downgraded to footpath status after the war due to lack of demand 
from horse riders and cyclists.  I am delighted to say one of these,  
CB5…..Whitehouse  Road to Parkhurst, is currently being upgraded to bridleway 
status. If you are aware of any tracks which seem to no longer be recognised please 
do contact ROW. 

 
3) Bridleways Group: Tricia Merryfield questioned why it is still £100 per horse to ride 

through Parkhurst Forest…..unlike the mainland where there is a choice of many 
forests and woodlands for your contribution.  There is no resident forester to 
monitor this. 
 

4) CycleWight: Alex Lawson has been talking to Stuart Chandler, IOW Contracts 
Manager for Island Roads, regarding access on the old railway track at Fairlee. They 
are still negotiating. 
 

5) West Wight Greenway:  Graham Biss has been working for sometime with 12 
landowners to agree access to the old railway track, or as near as possible.  He is 
progressing well but slowly with this very sensitive task.  We hope for a personal 
update from him in due course. 



 
6) IOW Ramblers:  They are working on their gaps and links project and also their 

volunteer work team has been repairing steps and footbridges. 
 

7) The Landowner Group: Robyn Munt from NFU told us that they are still extremely 
concerned about the possible reintroduction of Beavers and the damage that they 
may cause to cycle and footpaths.  Darrel Clarke from  ROW insisted that the Local 
Access Forum must be consulted, he is attending a meeting next Wednesday with 
Wight Wildlife Steering Group regarding this situation. 
 

8) IWALK: I commented regarding the concerns from the public of the growing use of 
footpaths by cyclists.  Darrel Clarke, ROW, said that they continue to negotiate with 
landowners to upgrade footpaths to bridleways to enable vulnerable road users  
(cyclists and horse riders) to have suitable off road paths that take them to popular 
destinations on the safest, shortest route. 


