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             www.chillertonandgatcombe.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 1st DECEMBER 2020, BY VIDEO LINK, COMMENCING AT 7PM 

 

Present: Councillors Nigel Phillips (Chairman), Gillian Belben, Peter Whiteman, 

John Hobart and Elizabeth Smith 

Also Present:  Mrs M Warr (Clerk)  

 3 members of the public  

 IW Cllr Steve Hastings 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

None received 

 

1736. APOLOGIES 

None received 

 

1737. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Cllr Phillips and Whiteman declared non-pecuniary interests in matters relating to the 

Chillerton and Gatcombe Community Association as the Treasurer and Chairman to the 

Association respectively. 

 

1738. MINUTES  

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3rd November were presented.  Cllr Belben 

suggested some amendments, so it was agreed to defer approval of the minutes until the 

next meeting, to allow the revised minutes to be circulated. 

 

1739. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

 It was noted that Cllr Payn had resigned prior to the meeting.  As this resignation is 

within 6 months of the local elections, no casual election would take place. Therefore, 

two co-option vacancies were available. John Hobart and Elizabeth Smith had applied for 

the vacancies and it was agreed to co-opt both applicants. 

Mr Payn was warmly thanked for his contribution to the Parish Council, especially for 

the development of the local walks. He said he would continue to support the PC where 

he could and upgrade the walks as required. 

RESOLVED:  

That, John Hobart and Elizabeth Smith are co opted to the Parish Council to serve 

until the May 2021 elections.  
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1740. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

Bridleway G8 – it was noted that the maps from IWC Rights of Way had not yet been 

received. This will be chased. 

Bridleway G10 verge clearance - It was noted that a repeat of the clearance along the 

verge on footpath G10 would be beneficial. It was agreed to use Groundsell Contracting 

once again. Cllr Belben agreed to act as the contact point. The verge had been surveyed 

over the summer months and the winter clearance had been successful in promoting the 

wildflowers. 

RESOLVED: 

That, Groundsell Contracting would be contacted to clear the verge on footpath G10.   

 

Verge Survey and Leaflet – the Natures Highway leaflet and the follow up local verge 

report had been circulated and Cllr Belben was keen to circulate to a wider audience. 

However, there was a delay by the AONB in sending out the press release and Cllr 

Hobart offered to help, as he is a member of the AONB steering group. The leaflet would 

be circulated via IWALC to the town and parishes. 

RESOLVED, 

That, Cllr Hobart would speak to the AONB regarding the press release for the 

Natures Highways verge leaflet.  

 

No 6 Sunday Winter Bus Service – It was noted that the working party meeting, 

scheduled for 19th November, did not take place as no further information had been 

received. However, the usage figures had now been received and it was acknowledged 

that the numbers for Chillerton and Gatcombe were very low. It was felt that if an 

arrangement with Southern Vectis was made in future years, the contribution by the PC 

would need to be substantially lower. A meeting of the working party will be convened 

in the near future.  

 

St Olave’s Graveyard Grass Cutting – The Chair had received a letter from the church 

wardens requesting a meeting to discuss the proposals put forward by the Parish and it 

was agreed that the Chairman would arrange this after the end of lockdown. 

RESOLVED:  

That, the Chairman would meet with St Olaves’ church wardens to discuss the 

proposals made by the PC for changes to the grass cutting schedule. 

IW Cllr Hastings joined the meeting 

 

1741. RESILIENCE PLANNING 

The Chairman had looked at the resilience planning template and felt the exercise had 

some merit.  A brief discussion took place on a few of the items and it was agreed that 

the Chairman would complete the template, in consultation with the CGCA and other 

local groups, and bring back to a future meeting for further discussion. 

RESOLVED: 

That, the Chairman would complete the resilience planning template and bring back 

to a future meeting for discussion and adoption 
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1742. CHRISTMAS EVENTS AND TREE 

A list of 24 potential recipients for the Christmas gift bag had been produced and a small 

band of residents were making local gifts. A group of volunteers were required to deliver 

the bags, and several members of the PC offered their services. Jill Webster was thanked 

for designing a card and it was agreed to ask Beardsalls to print this to give it a more 

professional look. 

RESOLVED: 

That, Beardsalls would be asked to print 24 Christmas cards for the gift bags that will 

be delivered to the village elders by members of the PC.  

 

Christmas Tree – Thanks were expressed to resident Trevor Fordham for buying the 

community Christmas tree. A discussion took place on how to secure the tree and it was 

agreed that it would be best to engage an insured contractor to carry this out. The 

baubles will be delivered to the school as 34 children will be decorating these for display 

on the tree. The small number of residents that also wish to decorate baubles will be 

contacted regarding collection.  It was noted that two letters had been received regarding 

the use of plastic baubles but it is anticipated that these baubles will be sustainable and 

used in future years.  

RESOLVED: 

That, a contractor will be hired to erect the tree 

 

1743. DIAMOND RACES 

IW Cllr Steve Hastings gave an overview of progress with the event to date. He said this 

was not a fait accompli and talks were ongoing. Safety was paramount and he 

acknowledged that a lot more information was required before any decisions were taken. 

The lack of public meetings due to the pandemic was frustrating and he said he did not 

feel the online consultation gave the public the opportunity to get their questions 

answered. Although there was some sympathy for the proposal that, due to the 

pandemic, the races should be postponed for a year to allow for more consultation. 

However, Members felt that the PC  as a body should be neutral and the views of the 

local residents, gathered through YPM, should be send to the safety advisory group.  The 

Clerk was asked to collate the responses received into a format suitable to send to the 

Licensing Officer.  

RESOLVED: 

That, the Clerk would collate the views received from the residents and send to the 

IWC Safety Advisory Group 

 

1744. MOBILE/TABLET PURCHASE 

After consideration it was agreed to rescind the resolution from last month to purchase a 

mobile phone for Zoom purposes. A 7inch Amazon Fire tablet was available at a cost of 

£35 and this will be purchased as a backup if Members or residents need to access the 

meetings and do not have the facility. 

RESOLVED:  

That, the resolution to purchase a mobile phone made at the October meeting is 

rescinded. A 7inch Amazon Fire tablet will be purchased at a cost of £35. 
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1745. PLAY AREA 

A number of minor repairs were reported, and the Chairman and Cllr Whiteman will 

address these in due course. Any upgrades will be considered as part of the budget 

discussions. 

 

1746. COVID VACCINATIONS 

Cllr Whiteman put forward a proposal to offer a facility in the parish to carry out the 

covid vaccination service. It was agreed that both buildings in the parish were operated 

by the CGCA, so it was agreed to pass this proposal to them. 

 

1747. REPORTS 

• IWC – Cllr Hastings report had been circulated and no further questions were asked. 

• CCGA – Cllr Whiteman circulated a report on the Reading Room refurbishment. He 

was also confirmed as the PC’s representative to the CGCA and congratulated as the 

new Chairman of the Association. The new committee will meet on 7th December.  

• IWALC – Cllr Whiteman reported that the main topic of the meeting, held on 27th 

November, was the Diamond Races. A discussion was also held on the use of the flail 

cutter by Island Roads and the damage this cause to the roadside hedges. A letter will 

be sent to Island Roads expressing concern.  
 

1748. FINANCE 

a) RESOLVED: 

That, the financial statements are accepted and approved  

b) RESOLVED: 

That, the following payments for November are approved  

• M Warr – salary November  £242.90 

• D Hayden – grass cuts 12,13   £120.00 

• Go South Coast – No 6 Sunday Bus £6,457 (C&GPC contribution £2,000) 

 

     c) Budget 2021/22 

It was agreed to organise a separate working party to initially discuss the budget before 

more public discussions at the next meeting. This will include discussions on the action 

plan. 

 

1749. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Budget and Action Plan – St Olave’s graveyard cutting 

 

1750. NEXT MEETING and MEETING DATES FOR 2021 

The next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 5th January at the Village Hall (subject to 

social distancing rules) 

The meeting dates for 2021 were agreed. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

Signed ------------------------------------------                     Date. ----------------------------- 


