
RESPONSE OF CHILLERTON & GATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

TO 

CONSULTATION ON DRAFT IP STRATEGY 

This council recognises that this iteration of the Island Planning Strategy is a considerable 

improvement on its predecessor.  It believes that measures outlined therein, and the 

observations we make, lead to a need for the Isle of Wight Council to make a case for 

exceptional circumstances in its submission to Government.  In particular we believe that the 

issues around infrastructure, especially sewage, make the delivery of the stated number of 

housing units unachievable. We strongly urge IWC to do so. 

Some of our responses cover areas where the Strategy depends on actions by parts of the 

Isle of Wight Council other than the Planning Department and on bodies such as Southern 

Water who are outside the Council. 

References are made to sections of the Strategy.  They are not in order. 

Maintaining Key Utility Infrastructure   

5.101 - This is a pious wish, as are sections C13 and 5.96 to 5.100.  These comments apply 

particularly to sewage but apply to some extent to other areas.  The number of accidental or 

emergency discharges of raw sewage into the Solent and Sandown Bay demonstrate that 

the Island’s sewage system is not coping.  The addition of the envisioned new housing, 

equivalent to a number of households approaching two and a half times the number in this 

parish in each and every year of the plan will only exacerbate the situation.  Even the 

admirable aim of ensuring that infrastructure within each development is adequate will not 

improve the overall situation.  Government, and this is one of the points at which exceptional 

circumstances should apply, will have to accept that on an island there is no recourse to 

cross border infrastructure.  We are forced to stand alone.  There can be no large increase 

in housing units unless either we accept a huge increase in the pollution of the Solent and 

Sandown Bay or major investment in the sewage infrastructure is made. 

5.98 - Water is also a major issue requiring investment.  As the climate warms, we expect 
more water will be needed for agriculture on top of the water needs of an increasing number 
of houses.  We would like to see plans to encourage and assist farmers to install their own 
reservoirs for irrigation. 

 

Supporting and Improving our Town Centres  

8.82, 8.88 and 8.92 

The first section expresses an intention to bring in new retail development in areas that 

include the centre of Newport.  The second section talks about the removal of ground level 

parking in Newport.  The third sections talks about the demolition of the multi storey carpark 

in Newport.  No mention is made in the strategy of any other parking provision.  How then is 

Newport to recover?  To thrive the town centre needs footfall.  For footfall people need to be 

able to get there.  Unless there is some major alternative outlined somewhere they need to 

park their cars.  The plan suggests that even the parking that exists will be removed.  This 

does not add up. 



During our public session a member of the public made the sensible suggestion that parking 

charges be reduced to encourage people to come to the centre of Newport.  This will hardly 

work if the vast majority of the parking places have been removed! 

 

High Quality Design for new Development –  

5.19 - This section mentions bridleways as part of the mix of routes linking settlements. The 

maps earlier in the strategy show proposed cycle paths.  Bridleways should also be 

considered. 

 

Ecological Assets and Opportunities for Enhancement  

4.30 - We are very pleased with the statements in this section.  However, we are concerned 

generally with the impact of climate change and increased extreme weather events on 

flooding and historic building on flood plains. 

 

General 

We urge the rapid development of the Mineral and Waste Plan so that we are not dependent 

on the National Plan to control the practice of Fracking. 

 

Ensuring Planning Permissions are delivered 

G5 - We are pleased to see that the problem of planning applications being allowed to lapse 

is being taken seriously. 

 

Section 5 - Community 

3.5 shows plans for a total of 121 new housing units in Godshill and Rookley.   

5.47 describes a need to ensure adequate educational infrastructure. To us this does not sit 

well with the apparent push to cut the provision of primary school place in half.  There is a 

need here for joined up thinking between different departments. 

 

Section 6 - Approach to Planning and Growth 

6.11 - This is about the enforcement of planning decisions.  We do not have a good history 

of this.  This Parish Council is on record as having complained bitterly about planning 

decisions being flouted and no enforcement taking place.  An example might be ‘oh dear I 

have accidentally built a house when my planning permission was for a garage’ with a 

response of ‘You naughty boy, put in a retrospective application and we can sort it out’. 

Monitoring and enforcement of planning decisions has to be robust.  We feel that the default 

position in such cases should be demolition. 

 

 



General 

We wish to be reassured that the practice of making repeated applications for 9 units to 

avoid planning requirements where there are 10 or more units will be quashed. 

 

Section 7 - Housing 

KPS1 - While we acknowledge that individual brownfield developments may provoke 

opposition and concern, we are pleased with this section as an example of a determined 

approach to prioritise such developments. 

H3e - We feel that the preserving of all hedgerows should be carried out wherever possible 

not just where they are roadside boundaries.  These are so vital to the environment that 

developments should include new hedgerows wherever possible. 

H6 - We are particularly pleased with this section on housing in the countryside. 

 

Section 8  Economy 

The shortage of workers in critical areas such as care workers, a particular need on the 

Island, will damage the prospects for the local economy.  Many were lost in the post Brexit 

exodus of European workers.  In this sector of the economy wages are depressed, not least 

because cost saving measures by IWC make the care sector less profitable. 

 

Section 9 Transport 

T3 - We think that this is the right approach on ferries.  We understand that a low-cost 

alternative to the current outrageously priced car ferries is being considered.  It would a good 

way forward and beneficial to the economy to find a way to facilitate this. 

T2c and 9.31 - We are excited by this excellent proposal on retaining former railway lines. 

T5 - This is a good approach on charging points for electric vehicles.  Is there any prospect 

of a drive to put them into rural sites? 

 

 


