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One of the best things about this time of year is seeing all the beautiful, bright
and colourful Christmas lights; such a joy as normally our streets are lit by dull
and boring street lamps.  Suddenly the shops, houses, towns and villages
seem to come alive with brilliant displays of Christmas cheer.  So much more

joyful than the rest of the year.
However, these lights will soon be taken down and packed away again until next December.  One of my least
favourite times is when these lights, and the accompanying joyful, friendly and happy atmosphere, appear to
be packed away along with the lights - wouldn't it be great if this bright and happy feeling hung around all
year?
Even sadder still, is that some Christians only let their light shine during special occasions.  At the present
time we are experiencing a surge of goodwill toward our fellow man as we seek to do something good for
those in need. BUT, what if we didn't just drag our Christian lights out for Christmas?
Jesus said to His disciples that they were the light of the world, (Matthew 5:14). He told them, 'Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.’ (Matthew 5:16)
Of course, we should do all the good we can at this time of year, but let's not pack up our ‘Christian lights’
and hide them away for the rest of the year.  Especially in these troubled times, the world needs the light of
the church and God's word shining in the darkness.  Let us all do our best to be a shining light for Christ 365
days in the coming year.
Oh Lord, help us through life to brighten the world of the sad and depressed, to glow in a world of darkness
and to shine when others are struggling to find joy,  Remind us to let our light shine.

On Sunday November 29th the Church celebrates its ‘Official’ Birthday. It is marked as the beginning of the
Christian year in many churches.
The name Advent comes from the Latin ‘adventus’ – meaning ‘coming’. To Christians the season of Advent
is a season of expectation and preparation as we prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ at Christmas and
the return of Jesus at his promised second coming.
Advent calendars have become popular over recent years - particularly those that reveal a chocolate behind
each of the numbered doors! However, few of these calendars have any significance to Advent.
St Olave’s Church will have an Advent Ring, as usual. These were first introduced in Germany in 1839. There
are five candles - ours will have four red candles and a central white one. The first red candle is lit on Advent
Sunday and remembers the Patriarchs, Abraham and David; the second is lit as well and remembers the
Prophets who foretold the birth of the Messiah; the third candle remembers John the Baptist who proclaimed
the coming of Jesus; the fourth candle remembers the Virgin Mary. The central candle
is lit at Christmas.
This year, as we make preparations for Christmas with buying presents and writing
cards, uppermost in many of our thoughts will be whether we are able to join with
family and friends over the festive period. Whatever Christmas 2020 has in store for
us, let us use this God-given time to prepare ourselves to receive Christ, to receive the
forgiveness and new life He brings, and to commit ourselves afresh to His service.
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Dear Lord,
We rejoice that the season of Advent
brings with it the hope of new begin-
nings. We thank you that you sent your
only Son into the world to save us and
that we have the Holy Spirit with us still
to guide us every day.
We remember those who are suffering
through illness or through financial hardship.
We think of those families split apart due to the
lockdown and pray for the leadership of our govern-
ment to be strong and decisive in these difficult
times.
We pray for the scientists working on vaccines for
the Corona virus that you may guide their thoughts
in the work that they do.
Help us to continue to support each other, though
we may be unable to meet in person
In this Advent of expectation draw us together in
service, that the path we follow might lead us from
a stable to a glimpse of eternity. 

We are very pleased to say that Bishop Christopher
has announced the appointment of the Ven. Peter
Leonard as the Team Rector of the new Newport
and Carisbrooke Parish. Peter will combine this post
with that of Archdeacon of the IW. A card of welcome
has been sent from St Olave’s Church.
The PCC meeting planned for Nov 5th had to be
postponed and hopefully will happen on Dec 3rd.
Plans for Christmas services could be made then.
The PCC appointed the churchwardens, Liz Taylor
and Harriet Robinson, as the representatives of St
Olave’s at the interviews for the above post. They
have also been appointed to represent the parish at
interviews for the positions of Team Vicars.
On Sunday November 15th, those who had the
necessary IT connections were able to watch the
Holy Communion Service which was recorded at St
Olave’s Church and led by our new Team Rector.
(Thanks to the ladies who made the church look
smart for the recording, and to Lyndon Jones who
explained the technicalities.)

What a year we’ve been having. I can’t think of anyone who hasn’t had troubles of some sort this year.
On a personal note, my husband, Mike’s increasing ill health, both physical and mental, meant the family
and I have had to take the distressing decision to move him into a nursing home. Upsetting enough at the
best of times, but with the Covid precautions, visiting is very limited. (Sadly, since Harriet wrote this, Mike
has died - please hold him in your prayers. Our love and prayers go to Harriet and family at this time.)
Jenny, from our fund- raising team, is trying to move house and the stress and delays have been awful this
year. After a similar struggle, Liz and Tony have at last moved to a beautiful new house, but Tony ‘hasn’t
had his troubles to seek’ (as my Irish friends say), with his health. Liz broke her wrist, but she did however,
have the most lovely pink and sparkly plaster!!! Elizabeth has been bravely having chemotherapy, but
despite isolating, hasn’t missed a moment of circulating church announcements and papers by both email
and snail-mail, putting up notices outside the church and making sure that Liz and I are keeping up to mark
with all the church business that has to take place, even though the church building is closed.
Sandra told us in the newsletter last week how difficult lockdown has been for those living alone and I know
many of you are finding it hard. We also have to remember, with love and sadness, Sheila Swan who has
died this year. Somehow worse that families and friends couldn’t all manage to say goodbye at the funeral
as numbers were limited and there could be no wake to share memories and comfort one another. Animal-
lovers amongst you will probably know of the ghastly time Rosemary had when her kitten, Honey, bought
to keep her company after her partner’s death, went missing for five whole days, eventually turning up thin
and dirty, but unharmed. A blessing for Rosemary.
As I said at the beginning, what a year. There have indeed been a few lighter moments. I am sure our
cleaning group will never forget Jill and Sue turning up to clean the church in homemade PPE consisting of
bath hats, gloves, aprons  and raincoats, which they wore with aplomb, with long-handled dusters carried
aloft!!!!
Like all churches, St Olave’s has been suffering financially with no collections and boxes,
and importantly, none of our usual large fund-raising events that raise thousands for the
church. We still have most of the normal bills to pay; the grass still has to be cut in the
churchyard and other bills met. The largest bill is, of course, our parish-share paid to the
diocese. Due to everyone’s generosity of both money and time, we have always been up
to date with this and we still are, although it is a struggle. It is £11,703 this year. A rather
eye watering sum. Please remember St Olave’s in your charitable giving this Christmas and
if you would like to give regularly by Planned Giving, please talk to Tony. Hopefully by next
year we will be able to hold our fund-raising events again and, most importantly, meet
together to worship in love and friendship at the church on Sundays.


