
St Olave’s Church,
Gatcombe

July/August 2020

Sunday 5
July

 Romans 7:15-25a
 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Sunday 2
August

Isaiah 55:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

Sunday 12
July

 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 Sunday 9
August

 Matthew 14:22-33

Sunday 19
July

Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Sunday 16
August

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
 Matthew 15: 21-28

Sunday 26
July

 Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Sunday 23
August

 Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Sunday 30
August

Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

Saints on horseback…
I first met St Olave (or in my case St Olaf) on the day before my 14th

birthday. I was in a huge crowd in the largest outdoor theatre in Scandinavia,
watching the Stiklestad saga play, which tells the story of Christianity’s arrival in
Norway. Stiklestad was where Olaf was killed by “our” king Canute.  Olaf raced in,
not in the saintliest manner, on horseback. I must admit I was a little troubled by this,
but then why shouldn’t a saint ride bareback? Not everyone conforms to the one
mould.

Christ’s journeys are on a donkey which reflects his humility when he comes
down to earth, and that seems both beautiful and natural. Is it the grandeur of the
horse, and its warlike connotations in earlier times, that is the problem? The only
saint I know of who is almost always depicted on horseback, is Martin of Tours.

   He was a soldier in France, called to serve against his will, not yet a Christian,
but a man devoted to good works. As he travelled on his horse, he met a poor man
in rags, and divided his cloak so that he could share it with him. Christ visited him in
a dream that evening, and we are reminded of the words of Jesus to his followers;
“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are my
family, you did it to me.” Martin never forgot that experience
and in the coming years learnt more about his visitor and
came to faith.

In this country, our most famous church dedicated to
St Martin is St Martin-in-the-Fields; no longer in the country-
side, but by the side of Trafalgar Square. Itself a scene of so

much drama over the years.
St Martin’s lives out the life of its patron saint, describing itself as “a place of

encounter between God and humanity, the wealthy and the destitute, culture and
commerce.”

We may not be in such a starkly divided setting, but there is still plenty we can
and should do. St Martin’s goes on to say, “We believe God is to be found on the edge.”

As we celebrate our own patronal festival on the 29th July, are we prepared to move to find God, or
will he need to come to us?    



Rev Marcus Bagg: 01983 718908  Lay Reader: Elizabeth Peace:  01983 551415
Churchwardens: Liz Taylor - 01983  721086  Harriet Robinson - 01983 721766

Here we are, in the summer, and still the lock down
goes on, though it is easing slightly. I don’t think we realised
back in February what this terrible disease would do to our
society and how it would effect our lives.

We have all had to be so careful and think before we
meet anyone, go shopping or ask anyone to our homes. Still
no hugging, I’m afraid!! We are getting used to carrying hand
gel and face masks whenever we go out and standing at a
distance from the person we are talking to, but slowly we are
becoming used to the new normal.

Shops are opening and soon we shall be able to have
our hair cut. Hurrah!!!! Sadly we have decided at St Olave’s
that we wouldn’t be able to open the church for private
prayer, although this is now allowed. It would be impossible
to monitor who has been in the building as we would need a

supervisor to sit in the church all day and it would be impossible to clean and sanitise every evening ready
for the next day’s opening.

Can I suggest, while the weather holds, that the churchyard is a very special peaceful place;
somewhere quiet to unwind and sit peacefully and maybe pray? There are benches there and birdsong to
listen to. I always feel that the church has been used for centuries and we are carrying on years of
Christianity and worship both within the churchyard and when it opens again, the church.

I’m sure it will be some time before we can all meet for a service and even longer before we can
carry on with our fund-raising programme of events. Please remember St Olave’s when thinking about your
charitable giving this summer.

We will have a lot to come to terms with over the next few months and when the church reopens,
as the reorganisation of the Newport parishes gets underway - though slowly. Perhaps by the September
news sheet we will have a clearer picture of how it will affect St Olave’s? Liz, Elizabeth and I will keep you
informed as soon as possible, as and when we hear anything more.

Stay safe and above all, stay cheerful and with a rush of very un-seasonal Dickens “God Bless us
every one.’         

God of compassion, at this time we
bring before you
The people of our country and the
world…
We ask for your blessing and strength
for those working tirelessly to protect
and save lives…
We pray for vulnerable children and
young people who are at risk at this
time…
Those who are not safe at home…
Those who are suffering greater
poverty…
Those who's fragile mental health
may worsen…
Those who feel abandoned and
alone…
Draw near to all who suffer in body, mind
or spirit.  Amen                    

The Funeral of
Bernard Smith

was held at the IW Crematorium on
Tuesday June 16th 2020

The Funeral of
Patricia Collis

was held at the IW Crematorium on
Wednesday June 3rd 2020

Although churches can now open again for
worship, this is dependant on following the
strict Government guidelines. While we all

want to get back together as soon as
possible, we will be taking it slowly to

ensure that when we open, we do so as
safely as possible. When we do return,

services are likely to be different, but we'll
let you know as soon as it is all agreed.


