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Hello my dear friends. I do hope that this month’s
Newsletter finds you well and in good spirits.

With the promise of warmer, more settled weather and with
the array of flowers that spring and early summer afford us,
I do find that May is one of my favourite months. And slowly
as the Covid-19 restrictions that have surrounded our lives
for over a year now, are slowly lifted, there are further
reasons to find hope coming back into our lives.

Faith and hope, for me, come hand in hand. And certainly
in my life as my faith has developed and deepened, so too
has my sense of hope increased. As I’ve said before, I have
also noticed the kindness of strangers more and more. How
people come together to help one another in times of adversity. Especially to those in difficulty, including
during times of sadness.

Many of us will have been moved at the death of Prince Philip and may well have watched his funeral
service on the television. A fitting service full of honour for a humble but dignified man who had a
tumultuous start in life. But a service that I felt was laced with poignancy for someone who dedicated his
life in service. Both to the Queen, the Commonwealth and to the world. A man who gave of himself in
service to others. He used his background to help others as much as he could. Trying to make a positive
difference in the world.

And at his service there was a moment when the eyes of the world fell upon the Queen. Sitting lonely and
isolated because of the Covid restrictions. I’m fairly sure that anyone who witnessed this, would have felt
desperately sad for her. For no one would wish her to feel lonely and isolated. Again, the Queen marks
another life that has been noted by her devotion to service. A quest to make people feel better about
themselves and make a difference in the communities they serve.

And because of their dedication in the service of others, I have no doubt that they must have had moments
when they reflected upon all that they have achieved and felt comforted that they had helped so many
people. That they had brought happiness into the lives of many and so brought happiness to themselves.
This led me into thinking about what we can do to help others. Especially as we emerge from this current
lockdown. What can we do to bring hope to the lives of ordinary people like you and me?

There are many acts of kindness that are already going on throughout our communities. Every day, people
are helping others in many different ways. And so, by helping others, they are also helping themselves.
They are finding purpose to their life and creating opportunities to forge new relationships. Relationships
that will help to create the circle of life. Building and supporting one another. Bringing hope to the lives of
others.

As we emerge from this terrible time in our history, have a think about what you can do for others. What is
it that you enjoy doing? Because if you enjoy it, you will no doubt be good at it. Share your gift with other
people. And be reminded just how much the kindness of strangers brings relief to you and those who
benefit from you being around.

Have a wonderful merry month of May, sharing and caring with all those around you!



As this Spring has varied from warm and new growth to coldness
and frost, as our response to COVID jumps from lockdowns to
freedom, and back, and as our own lives sway
between delights and good days to others which
are not so good, give thanks for the predictable
presence that Jesus is in our lives and his
steadfast love whatever happens around us.
Pray that He is with us. Listen and hear Him.
Follow and He will guide us.  Trust Him and find
true contentment, no matter how challenging
our lives might be.

Sunday 2nd May 11am Holy Communion Acts 8. 26-end, John 15, 1-8

Sunday 9th May 11am All-Age Worship Acts 10.44-end, John 15.9-17

Sunday 16th May 6.30pm Evensong Acts 1.15-17, 21-end. John 17.6-19.

Sunday 23rd May 11am Holy Communion Acts 2. 1-21, John 15. 26-27, 16. 4b-15

Sunday 30th May 11am Morning Worship Isaiah 6. 1-8, John 3. 1-17

Covid precautions are still in place. Please ring Liz Taylor or Harriet Robinson if you
would like to come to any of the services.

The Annual Vestry Meeting (to
elect the churchwardens) and An-

nual Parochial Church Meeting
will be held following the service

on Sunday June 6th.
This year these meetings will be

very short so Sunday lunch should
not be delayed!

After so many months away,
being able to be back in the
church has been very
special …

For me, church is a group of people,
not a building. It is a way of getting
together with people of a like mind to
worship God - to refresh us and to
support each other.
It helps me to create a personal
relationship between God and my-
self, and by attending a church serv-
ice and bringing a community
together, helps me gain a better un-
derstanding of the Christianity which
influences my life.           

It was fabulous to meet together at last on Sunday. So many faces unseen for so many months and new
faces to rejoice over . Welcome to Steve and Hannah and thank you so much to Elizabeth.



As many of you are aware, Sunday 18th April was Elizabeth Peace’s final
service at St Olave’s as a licensed Reader, and as I had the privilege of
presenting her with her many gifts it was an opportunity for me to ‘sing her
praises.’  However, as I mentioned at the time, I really dislike speaking in
public and usually take every opportunity to hand this onerous task onto some
other poor person, but, as it was a really special occasion, I was determined
to ‘give it a go.’ Of course, true to form, when confronted by a ‘sea of faces’
the nerves took over, and now I am angry and cross with myself for only being
able to say a few brief words. Below is what I would like to have said. Adding
this to the Newsletter, gives me the opportunity to let you know what gifts were presented to her.
Pre-ordered, to arrive in June – a teak plantation garden chair and foot stool, which could also be used as
a side-table – both with padded cushions; a M & S voucher;  Sunday lunch at Albert Cottage - at which 10
of us intend to join her. (Paying for ourselves, I hasten to add!!!); a framed photograph of St O’s, and a
mug printed with a picture of St O’s. The Churchwardens gave her a personal gift of a pale blue cashmere
pashmina, to replace her Reader’s blue scarf!! Eleanor gave her a plant, and Angie, Sarah and Harold
Cooke gave a basket of flowers.
Elizabeth’s dedication to St Olave’s has been, and still is, wonderful. Her pastoral care for others is
exceptional, and she has not only been our Reader, but also a mentor, PCC Secretary, weekly visitor at
Blackwater Mill Care Home, where she took Communion and Festival services, fount of all knowledge and
a dear friend. She always makes time to write to those who are no longer able to attend church or who
don’t possess a computer, and she keeps in touch with those who are unwell.
Along with her Church work, she is also an indispensable member of St O’s Fund-Raising ‘Gang’, (and a
delightful sight to behold dressed as a ‘nippy’ at our annual Ritz Tea Event) and should we need anything,
(glue, pens, paper-clips, a piece of cardboard, elastic bands, scissors, Sellotape, raffle tickets, or float-
money) Elizabeth is sure to be able to produce it from her ‘trusty basket’ - ‘efficient’ being her middle-name!
Elizabeth may no longer wear the Licensed Reader’s blue scarf, but I am delighted to say she is not
stepping back from all other aspects of St Olave’s life and the Church’s work. We cannot do without her,
and besides, the Churchwardens wouldn’t permit it!!!     

On Sunday August 18th we were back worshipping together in
church and welcoming Revd Steve Sutcliffe as our new Team
Vicar in the new Parish of Newport and Carisbrooke with
Gatcombe.
It was a happy occasion, but it was also my last service as a
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader). Bishop Christopher wanted to
re-license all Readers before he retires at the end of this month.
I decided, after much thought and prayer and discussion with
Steve, not to seek re-licensing. It has been a great privilege to
serve in this role for the past 23 years, but advancing years and
a dip in my health suggested that this was the right decision.
You’re not getting rid of me though as Steve and the Team
Rector, Peter Leonard, have said that I can be as much in-
volved as I feel able.
It was a very special service in many ways and to end with a
super cake and some incredible gifts was amazing. I know that
Liz tells you next of the delights I discovered in the pretty bag!
Thank you all so much for your love, support and prayers over
these years, and especially for the marvellous gifts, cards and
kind words.
The teak chair, complete with cushions, looks as if it will be
difficult not to spend too much time enjoying the sunshine, with
my special St Olave’s mug with tea/coffee by my side.

Thank you all.  



We had an amazing and memorable morning at St Olave’s on Sunday the 18th
welcoming our new vicar Steve and saying thank you to our lay reader Elizabeth
Peace who has not renewed her license, although she will still be very much involved
with us at St Olave’s. Liz has written about this separately.
The church had been polished till it sparkled; every window was filled with flowers
and there was a lovely pedestal arrangement by the pulpit steps. Our grateful thanks
go to all the hard workers and flower arrangers - it was a hard job after the church
had been shut for so long. (Steve came along too on cleaning day and helped polish
chairs. What people will do for cake!!!)
The little church was as packed as it could be due to Covid spacing. Both Archdeacon Peter and our
curate, Hannah, were in church too and as Peter pointed out in his welcome, it was like buses - months
without a vicar and now four people robed at our first service!!!!
A huge thank you goes to Liz Taylor’s daughter, Eleanor, who came over from the mainland to sing for
us, and was accompanied by Lyndon Jones, our organist.
After the Communion, which was a special joy as it has been so long with the church shut and no services
taking place, the presentation of gifts from the congregation was made
to Elizabeth. She then cut a celebration cake specially made by Jill
Hawkes.
Sadly, with the Covid restrictions in place, we couldn’t serve the cake
with a welcome glass to go with it, but it was cut up in the Servery and
everyone took a piece home with them. A gift of a special bone china
mug (with 'Coffee gets me started, Jesus keeps me going' printed on
it) was presented to Steve as well, to welcome him to St Olave’s.
After missing out on Mothering Sunday, all the ladies were presented
with a posy and everyone had chocolate that they were unable to be
given on Easter Sunday.
Steve, Peter, Hannah and Elizabeth stood outside in the sunshine so
that the congregation had a welcome chance to thank Elizabeth for all
her care over the years, and to meet Steve, Peter and Hannah.
A joyous occasion for which we give grateful thanks.

Revd Steve Sutcliffe:
01983 520884

steve.sutcliffe@cofenewportandcarisbrooke.org

Curate, Revd Hannah Barraclough:
hannah.barraclough@cofenewportandcarisbrooke.org

Churchwardens:
Liz Taylor -  840575

Harriet Robinson - 721766

To use the church for private prayer,
please ring Liz

to make the necessary
arrangements.

I'm delighted to announce that the role of
Team Vicar, with responsibility for  Families,
Children and Schools with pastoral responsi-
bility for St John's - is Emma Cooksey, who is
currently a curate in Lichfield Diocese.
Emma will be moving down in August with her
husband and son, Harry, and will be licensed
in September.
Gradually getting a Ministry Team for the new
parish.

Elizabeth, pictured in full ‘Nippy’-mode,
at one of our Ritz-Tea Events!!

Please note that the 8am service at St
Mary’s every other Sunday, including this
one (2nd, 16th and 30th May) is not BCP,

but Common Worship Order One in
traditional language.


