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I was glad when they said to me…
‘Let us go into the house of the Lord’  (Psalm 122)
For most of this year, of course, this hasn’t happened as the church has been locked. Thinking about this, I
was struck by something the Archdeacon said the other week when he was preaching at the Minster and we
could watch him online. He said he maybe didn’t have all the answers, but he did like asking questions and
learning something new. I quite agree. I thought then, that over the next two news sheets, I would ask a few
people from our parish for their experience of this year and how it had affected their faith having the church
closed. We could compare their thoughts and feelings and maybe learn something new.

First, thoughts from Roger Shepherd-
During these months of lockdown we have had to learn a new way of life and our spiritual life has suffered.
With St Olave’s closed for services, we have had to look elsewhere for spiritual food. Joanna and I have
watched the morning services on BBC1 (but they have only broadcast services on special festivals like
Easter) and we have listened to Sunday Worship on Radio 4, but it is not the same.
We have always watched the hymns on Songs of Praise and that has helped us over the past months. We
have enjoyed the messages in the monthly newsletter, especially those written by Richard Smout. It is also
a pity that the Bible study group has closed. Marcus never showed any interest in it, but we hope that the new
incumbent when he, or she, is at last appointed will start a new one afresh.
Meanwhile Joanna and I will have to make do as best we can. We are about to start studying the life of
Joshua, that great man of faith, in Exodus. In the mean-time we live by the words of the hymnwriter, William
Featherston (1848-1875):
I'll love Thee in life, I will love Thee in death, And praise Thee as long as Thou lendest me breath.

And this, from Elizabeth Peace-
St Olave’s during lockdown: post knee surgery, I had six weeks when I wasn’t allowed to drive. On the day I
could get back behind the wheel – lockdown! I was so looking forward to being able to get to services again,
but it was not to be.
I have tried to use the time to catch up on some reading. A few novels, but more serious books too, e.g. A
Preacher’s Tale written by Revd Jon Russell - a former Rector of St Olave’s. For the first few Sundays I joined
in worship on BBC 1 from Hereford Cathedral, St David’s, Pembroke, and a very lively church in Birmingham.
Since those services finished, I have been worshipping online with St John’s Church, Newport.
Although I have missed meeting with church members I have discovered many informative and helpful
Christian messages on the media and CDs. There was also more time, without interruption, to concentrate
on the daily readings from the Bible and for prayer. 
Social media, emails, ‘phone calls have been great, but there is no substitute for face-to-face conversations.
I have been unable to visit Blackwater Mill Retirement Home, but have written, sent cards etc. to several
residents.
Self-isolation has made it necessary to examine my faith, and to think hard about spreading the Gospel with
those I meet.

Thank you to Roger and Elizabeth.  Both have found comfort and
purpose in studying and reading. Both have been listening to services
online with varying success. Both miss the contact with other people,
Roger missing the study group and Elizabeth missing talking face-to-
face, and her visits to Blackwater Mill residents. They both have found
however, that this year of lockdown has given them time to think, not
rushing in their usually busy lives. Extra quiet time for thought, prayer
and reading, that maybe isn’t normally possible. Something positive to
come out of this year and something perhaps that we could all learn
from.

‘Be still, and know that I am God’ (Psalm 46)                      



Although churches can now open again for worship,
this is dependent on following the strict Government
guidelines. While we all want to get back together as

soon as possible, we will be taking it slowly to
ensure that when we open, we do so as safely as pos-
sible. When we do return, services are likely to be dif-

ferent, but we'll let you know as soon as it is all
agreed.

The Funeral of
Sheila May Swan

was held on
Thursday September 17th at

Gatcombe Church.

Archdeacon, the Ven. Peter Leonard:
01983 884432

Lay Reader: Elizabeth Peace:
01983 551415

Churchwardens:
Liz Taylor - 01983  840575  &

Harriet Robinson - 01983 721766

At Harvest time, let us celebrate the wealth of
blessings that have encouraged us during the
seasons leading up to the bounty of food for our
bodies and our souls.

Look to the light as the nights draw in, giving us
precious time to go within while we count our
blessings, even through the darkness.

May the Lord’s love surround and
keep you.

Also in our thoughts and prayers
this month is

Hannah Barraclough.
Hannah is part of the new Newport Parish Team

and is being ordained at the Minster on
Sunday October 11th.

Our best wishes and prayers are with you,
Hannah -

From all at St Olave's.

● An interim PCC is now in place. The formal PCC is to be elected in October - Gatcombe does not
have a member. Harriet Robinson has been appointed to attend when issues are relevant to St
Olave’s. If she is unable to attend, a substitute may be sent.

● Interviews for the Team Rector will be on Monday October 12th.
● Interviews for team vicars are to be set up moving forward.

Future services at St Olave’s

Proposed Harvest Festival on October 4th at 4pm. If you wish to attend, please inform Liz Taylor (840575
or lizi.taylor@hotmail.co.uk) as numbers must allow for social distancing. Masks will be required to be worn,
the use of hand sanitizer, and there will be a ‘sign-in’ book for attendees’ names and contact numbers - this
will be used for tracing, if required.  (Donations of gifts, etc. will be given to the IW FoodBank - please see
‘Items needed’ above).
Remembrance Service on Sunday November 8th. Interim Team Rector Peter Leonard will approach local
Readers to lead this service.
Christmas services - decisions deferred until later in the autumn as things are changing so quickly.
Annual Parochial Church Meeting on October 20th at 7pm in church. (Same arrangements as for
October 4th.)

As last month, a Junior page is not being produced as the school would not be able to distribute these in the
current crisis. Archdeacon Peter Leonard has offered the use of the Minster printer when we can start printing
the St Olave’s News and the Junior St O’s News once more.  

IW FoodBank Toiletry and washing liquid products very much needed at
present. Also tinned spaghetti, custard, carrots, mixed vegetables, peas.  Hand
wash/gel. Laundry tablets / powder. Cash welcome too.

Thanks to curate Hannah Barraclough for getting this info.


